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THE 


EMPEROR. 


HIS 


CONVERSATION 
| With Himlelf. 


; | 
TOGETHER 


With the Preliminary Diſcourſe of the Learned | 
GATAKER. 


As alſo, 


The Emperor's LIFE, Written by Monſieur D'acier, 
and Supported by the Authorities Collected by 
Dr. STANHOP E. 


To which is added the Mythological Picture of 
CEzt s the Theban, &c. 


Tranſlated into Exgli/b from the ReſpeQtive Originals, 


By IEREMYCOLITIIER, M. A. 


LON DON: 
Printed for Richard Sare, at Grays-Inn-Gats in Hol- 
born, MDCCI. 
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* long Pretger⸗ "For how h 
Read er will find an Account. Of the Author. 
both as to Principles. and Perſon's Huw- 
ever, 4 Word or two of each xy nat be ai 
llt. As to the Stoicks notwithſtanding 
their Advantage of other Sects; "They were. 
| not without their Miſtales. For Inſtances 
. They believ'd a Plurality of ( Gods, that. the 
Gol was apart of 7 Deity, and that tbein 
= Wiſe Man might. diſpoſe of himſelf,” 4 
1 make his Life as ſhort as he pleas'd. . Theſe 
I with ſome. other leſs material. Errors, 4 
* have mark'd in the Margin. 
Kt 'Trs true, 'tis.objeFed gag the Stoicks 
| that they allow d no. Degrees im ill Pratfs 
| but * all Faults ry that they be 
Com paſſion an Infirmity,. 15 would od If 
fer it in the Charater of au inipron d Phi- 
| loſopher ; that the Happineſs of Wiſe Mau 
as" des 
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The Preface. 


——— upon himſelf, and that there 


| was no Neceſſity of addreſſing a Superiour 


Being. 6 5 
To anſwer this Charge Monfieur D'acier 
obſerves, that Teno's ( the Founder of the 
SeF,) Opinion was Fair, and Defenſible in 
theſe Points : That he was r rſtood 4 
Some of his Scholars, and unreaſonably 
firain'd up to the Letter. But 7 no 
need to inſiſt any farther uſtifying, 
for 1 . our — 2 — 45 
concern d 8 Matter. Mi 1 . 
To proceed therefore to the Emperour with 
reference to his Book. Vie 
Fu Thoughts then are Noble, and Un- 
common, and his Logick very true and ex- 
aF.-" He generally flies his Game home, ſel- 
dom leaves: his Argument till he brings it 
to a Demonſtration, and has purſued it to 
its: firft Principles. Seneca, has a different 


He flaſhes a Hint in your Face and diſap- 


munyer, and moves more by ſtart an ag 3 


Mears ; And leaves you to carry on the Rea- 
Jag, amd maſter the Subject, as well as you 
can. This looks like an Apparition of Philgſo- 
p and is ſometimes more Surprizing than In- 
ſtruckive. ¶ But this Remark has no reference 
0 the excellent Engliſh Abſtra@ which is dif. 
ferently managed from the Original. But as for 
the Emperor he charges thorough and thorough, 
aud no Difficulty can ſtand before him. - is 
wk 


* 


3 I)bhe Preface. : 
R "Reaſon ir no leſs irreſpſtible than hjs Arms, 
yg he loves to Conquer in hir Cloſet, as 
well as in the Field. There's 4 petuliar Air 
8 and Gravity in bis Diſcourſes - 
He ſeems to think up to hjs Station, and 


r 
e 

1 writes with that Magnificence of "Notion ; 
| as if be believ'd hiniſelf oblig d, to exceed 
5 other Authors "as much in the Vigour of his 
2 Mind, as in the Luſtre of his Fortune. 
7, Hie appears to have thought to the bottom 
W/; of his Argument, and to have had a Com- 
pPrebenſive View of the World, of the Intereſt 

th aud Relations of Society. Hence it in that 
his Morality is ſo particularly Serviceable 

= and Convincing, that his Sentences are ſo 
r- Weighty, and his Reaſoning ſo very Ju 
l- By thus digging to the Foundation, He's 
it in a Condition to aſſign every thing its true 
to Ground, and ſet every Duty upon its pro- 
nt per Baſis. Farther, the great Probity of this 
p Prince, his Fortitude, and the Nobleneſs of 
Th his Mind, gave Freedom and Spirit to his 
- Thoughts, and made him exert for the 
on Service of Principle and Truth. Beſides he 
ſo- ſeems to have been born with a Prerogative 
In- of Nature, bleſsd with a ſuperiour Genius, 
ce and made up of richer Materials for Senſe 
if- and Virtue, than other People. Theſe Ad- 
for vantages together with an improvd Educa- 
h tion, rais'd him to that Pitch of Majeſty, 
and Diſtinction, and made his Pen almoſt 
ed equal to his Scepter. How 


+ 
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The Preface... 


| Reaſon could drive him upon ſo unaccept 


Ho does hedeſpiſe. the Purſuits of Fame; 

ad the glittering Objects of Ambition £ And 
that im ud eng Rhodomontades, and Tu- 
mour of 2 * . No, be pulls off the 
Paint, diſcovers the inward Coarſeneſs, and 
brings ſuch Evidence of the Inſigmi ſic auc BA | 

theſe things, that he perfect j commands the © 
Reader's Aſſet, forces him into... his 
on Opinion. | Now an Engerour's Ack. 
ment againſt 4 Fondneſs) for Pleaſure, or 


Power, comes better Recommended thanx 
From aprivate Philoſopher : For in this Caſe 


4 Man ſpeaks from Experiment, and diſ- 


pures againſt the Privilege of his Condition : 


Here the uſual. Pretence of Envy; or Ignorance 
i ont. of Doors ; And nothing but in of 
7-5 


4 Concluſion. R | x 
The Gemeroſity of his Principles are wo 
leſs remarkable. He ſhews the Iniquity. of 
aſelfiſh Temper + that Il Nature is a Contra- 
ict ion to the Laws of Providence and the 
Intereſt of Mankind ; A Puniſhment no leſs 
than a Fault, to Fhoſe that baus it, All the 
great Offices of Humanity, Juſtice, and Ac- 


quieſcence are enforced with unuſual Advan- 


Rage . His Turns of Reaſon being often 


Jurprizing for their Strength, as for their 
© Novelty. In ſhort ; Abating for ſome of the 
Errors above-mention'd, \ be ſeems. to have 
wHrawn up au Admirable Scheme of Natural 
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Reign: And wink i fb 
dable, he 


a dd, bis Life i Trenſcript of 
Erin. Hs war ſo great « lower of Truth avdl clear 
Dealing, that he would rather have loft his 


Fer- y 1d Prince, aud make him look like' a 
Royal 


tar ſbort 


Morals» That if Stateſmen were well Qua- 
Nga und wor il their Heads; there would 

* Orbaſtom for Latitude, and. Iuhncerity. 
Reaſon without doubt, well manag u, would 
fence againſt Tnoonvenience much better than 
Craſt : I earneſt, » 'twonld be a very hard 


Caſe, and 4 greet Re floct ion upon Providence, 
F bold vob fL happy without breaking 


their Faith, and blenriſping their Honour. 
However, to ſay nothing more, ſome People 
are tos\Laxy to be Honeſt. But this Cuſtom: 
apart, 1 bere t no Neveſſity to make Reaſons 
of State, incompatible with the Laws of Ju- 
tice z our Emperour is A noble Inſtance to the 


contrary. For never were the Funitions of 


Pearce amd War better perform d, #h% Subject 
more Paſy, and the Empire more Flouriſping 


than 


more ommen- 
r practiſ d his Maxims up bim 
bis Do- 


Empire than ſtrain d « Principle. Indeed, 
Falſtwod: and Legerdemain fink the Chara- 


Jugler : Publick Character, and Com- 


mon Good; as they call it, are no'ſufficient 
Defence ſuch-Caſes. Sixtus the Fifth, who 
mii be allow d a great Man, ur d to ſay, That 
dort Thinking: which made Conſcience 
ImpraGtioable, and Politicks fall fort up 
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than uncler this Prince * tm, 


of his way to indulge: hir Politicks, od. 
4 from his Notionr. Tb 


warp in the nr 
' his conſtant Practiſe; 5: well as hi Rule, 
If tis not Juſt never do it ; If tis not 
Truth never ſpeak itt. „ 
As to the Emperonr's way of Mriting hi 
any one Objeòhis againſt his ſometimes ch 
over again with the ſame. Thing; * may 
pleaſe to conſider that this... Frince did m 
take Philoſophy for aiter\Diverſon,.and. 
2 0 . hit main 
| pon em tm not imprpper to 
> the \'ſtroak, to male the Inipreſſion.go = 
deeper. The Prejudices the Emperonr di ö 
againſt are inveterate, and not to be rewou'd\ 
without Difficulty + Aud if one Deſe won 
cure the Patient, why ſhould not the Bill br 
made up again , If this Rule holds in Me- 
dicine, why wot in Morality? Are not Pes- 
ples Unde dings 4s valuable _ as.-their 
Health ? Aud it not 1 Diſeaſe. in the-Paſſt-. 
ons much worſe than one in the Conſtitution? 
And after all, when the Matter is cloſely eæ- 
amin d, the Gronttd of the Oljectiam will in. 
2 great meaſure vaniſb. For when the Emperony. | 

does come over with wr 222 
| Cuſtom to improve bon t. Peaks, hut 
2 75 haters to tbe Argument, amal hi 
latter Tbonghts, are generally Supplemental 
to the former. He either extends the Noti- 
| on, 


ab. 


Ihe Preface. 
on, or reinforces the Proof, or gives 4 new 
Thru of Strength, aud Beauty to the Expreſ- 
fron. And thus the Reader is always a gainer 
by the bargain. = ETSY. 
In Tranſlatini LS aur” 1 Love made 
uſe of the qua ition publiſb d in 1697. + 
4 25505 des 'Gataker s bete 7 | 
had the Afiftance of Monſieur Da'cier's Re- 
werbe, turn d into Latin by Dr. Stanhope. As 
bi French Tranſlation, I never ſam it 
till ſometime after my own war finiſd d, and 
part of it printed off : However, one thing I 
ſhall obſerve, and which is the only uſe Thave 
made of Monſieur Dacier's Tranſlation . Tur 
his Remark upon Set. VI. Book I. where 
citing Pollux, he tells , that the Roman 
in Imitation of the Greeks, us'd to fight 
Snail: for Divination, as well as Diverſi- 
on; and had a Fancy their own Fortunes 
might be Prognoſticated by the Suc- 
ceſs of the Battle. Thjs piece of Superſtition 
TE as more * — aware of, and 
t t ntext, 7? r ſeems to 
ker had it in his View, OE 
One Word more * the Emperonr's Stile, 
and I have done : Now his way of expreſſing 
himſelf is extraordinarily Brief: His Words 
are ſometimes over-burthen'd with Thought, 
and have almoſt more Senſe than they can car- 
rj. Indeed, 'twas part of his Character to 
write in this Conciſe manner; for neither the 
Ne „ 1 Em- 
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The Prefice. 


Note iu the 
9 to make the Text more Inte 5 We "Be 


nor the Stolck would 2 0 
Mom. Beſder, be wrote fo 


Eun makes him ſtill wore 


Jp F 


A bs 
little 
te Rot yeg 4 
2 to their full Proper 
77. that 3 T be 7 
10 carries bim almoſt ont of Sight. For 
4 ir an obſcurity is things, as well ar in 
Langu Fer: pr, ah tir 10 m 
der if we find his Si new now and t 

rplex'd : And t where I was «> 


the 7455 
d the Reader igt pol/tbly be at 4 Loſs 
vour'd 227555 I 


7 have en im r 
artzin : J 15 4 — 
few Plater ventur'd to throw i 


3 
5 it were in 


XA. lay 


4 lit» 


when this Liberty was taken, Th ave. 
ways careful to ſpeak the Emperonr's. 
and 10 oloſe to * LORE of 1 Or: 
gina 
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THE 


of the EMPE ROU "es p 
Marcus Anreline Antoninus. 
Tranſlated from the French Original 

of Monſieur D'acter, and [ 
lected 


ed by the Authorities Co 
by Dr. Stanhope. 
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Fter the Death of Julia Ceſar, the 
Roman Empire fell under the moſt - 
different Adminiſtrations imaginable : The 
Famous Triumvirate, together with the J 
I Reigns of Caligula, Nero, and Domitian, 
I ſat heavy upon the People, and made 
them ſenſible of the moſt Tyrannical Ex- 
erciſes of Power: The-Emperours Aug 
| us, Veſpaſian, Trajan, Adrian, and Auto- 
»in Piu, were quite of another Tem- 
Fa per, 


** — — 


— — — — — — 7 — 
Marcus AnToninus's 


_ —_—_— —— 


per, and made the Government remarka- 

le for Juſtice and Clemency. At that 
time of Day thoſe Princes were look'd on 
as extraordinary in their kind, -and to 
have been perfect Examples of Virtue, and 
Vice. Bnt God, who ſends Governours 


according as he intends to proſper or pu- 


niſh a Nation, was pleas'd to make it 
arent, that the good Qualities of the firſt 
2 were but faint Reſemblances of 
thoſe in Marcw Aurel ian. In earneſt, we 
may venture to ſay that Providence pro- 
portion d the Conduct of this Prince, to 
the Calamities of his Reign. The Times 
were never ſo Tempeſtuous, nor the State 
ſo Diſtreſs d before: So that Humanly 
ſpeaking, nothing leſs than ſuch a Per- 
on at the Helm, could have preſerv'd it. 
If the Reader expects a Hiſtory of Court 
Intrigues, and Politick Maxims, he'l be 
diſappointed : For I am now to writs the 


Life of a Royal Philoſopher ; that is of 


* Jul. Ca- 
pit. Eu- 


trop. Dio. 


an Emperour who was made up of Truth, 
Honeſty, and Religion, and who ſcorn d 
to be govern'd by any other Rule than 
that of Reaſon and Juſtice. 

The Family of Marcus Aurelius was one 
of the moſt Noble and Illuſtrious in all 
Italy. * By his Father Armins Verut, he 
was deſcended from Numa, King, and Suc- 
ceſſor to Romulus. His great Grandfather | 

was 
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was Prætor * and Senator, and his Grand» 'AF:2tor 
father thrice Conſul and Governour of ha k 
Rome. His Father died in his Prætorſbip and the Nature 

left Iſſue Anna Cornificie ʒ and AleiceVerne Chief Ju. 
who is the ſame with our Marcur Aureliur 3 gice, but 
his Aunt, or Father's Siſter, Aunia Galeria much 


Fauſtina; was married to the Emperour orgs 


both i 
Antoninus Pins. So much for his Father's Figure 
Family: His Mother Domitia, Calvilla, Lu- 1%," 
cille,was extracted from Malenmus, a Prince 8 
of the Salentines : + She was Daughter to + The 


Calviſius Tullut, who had been twice Con- a 
ſul, and Grand-daughter to Catilins Seve- in 14. 
rus, who had likewiſe been twice Conſul Copitol. 
and Governour of Nome. l | 
Marcus Aurelius was born at Morat Ce- 


lins, the 25th of April, || in the Second In Dom. 


Conſulſnip of his Mother's Grandfather, . 


and from him had the Name of Cats/irs 
Severus. Afterwards the Emperour Adrian 
call'd him Annins Veriſſimus, in alluſion to 

his Diſpoſition z and the remarkable re- 

gard he fo early diſcover'd for Honeſty, 
and Truth, But after his Minority was = Pio. 
ſomewhat worn off, and he was admitted 

to put on a Mans Habit? ＋ He took the t. Trga 
Name of his Family, and was call'd 4nn;- 


. us Verns, till he was Adopted by the Em- 


perour Antoninus Pius, and tranſplanted 
into the Family ofthe Aurelii, from which 
time he was known by the Name of Mar- 

[d2] — 


uv 
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_  Magcus AnToninus's ' 


Into t 
' Merit and Integrity z and procur'd him the 


of Alexander, and for the Latin of Troſixs 


ens Aureliut. Being very young when his 
Father died, he was remov'd to his Orand- 
father; Who took ſuch care of his Edu» 
cation 3 that as ſoon as he was big 2 
to appear out of the Nurſery, he put him 
Hands of a Governour of great 


beſt Maſters for all the Improvements of 
Youth, Eupboriom taught him to Read, 
and Geminusa Player to pronounce Grace- 
fully. And Andro was pitch'd upon to 
inſtru& him in Muſick, and Mathematicks. 
Helearned Grammar for the Greek Tongue 


Ader, Pollio, and Extichins Proculut. His 


Greek Rhetorick Maſters, were Ammins 


Marcus, Caninins Celer, and Herode; and 
Cornelins Fronto did him the ſame Service 


in Latin. But being of an elevated and 
noble Genius, and having a Paſſion for no- 
thing but Reality and Truth, he ſpent not 


much time in theſe Studies; but paſs d on 
to a more ſignificant and neceſſary part of 
Learning, and applied himſelf wholly to 


the Stoict Philoſophy. For this purpoſe 


he entertain'd Sextus Chæronenſis, Plutarcks 
Granſon, Junius Ruſticus, Claudius Maxi- 


mus, and Cinna Catulus, who were the 


moſt Eminent Stoicks of that Age. He 


likewiſe had the Aſſiſtance of Claudius Se- 
verus, a great Peripatetic Philoſopher. 


He 


„ , ͤ nn 
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The Life of the Emperour v 

He always paid a great Regard to his 
Preceptort, as being fully ſenſible of the 
Advantages of Education, and ofthe Va- 
lue of that Pains which had been taken 
with him. This acknowledging Temper 
work'd ſo far that he erected Sratuer for 
Fronto, and Ruſticus, which Nuſticur, and 
Proculut, another of his Maſters, Herais'd 
to the Conſulſhip: * And the latter hav- 5. 
ing no great Fortune, he furniſh'd him higheſt 
with Mony to live up to the Grandeur of fo inthe 
his Office : + And as for Ruſticus, he al- ment. 
ways did him the Honour to Salute him t D. 
before the Captain of the Guards. But 
this was not all. For being convinc d, that 
Mony and Preferment, were no ſufficient 
Return for Senſe and Principles, which 
latter Advantages being either the firſt 
Growth, or at leaſt the Improvements of 
Iuſtrucłi u; he was willing to let the World 
know how much he was indebted to the 
Care of tlieſe Great Men: The ſatisfying 
of this Obligation was the Principal Mo- 
tive which put him upon Writing his ad- 
mirable Meditations. An extraordinary 
piece of Gratitude This, which as 'twas 
an Original in him; ſo no body ſince has 
had the Ingenuity to Copy after it. When 
People have any good Qualities, they are 
apt to thank themſelves for the getting 
them, To impute their Virtue tothe Af- 

' fiſtange 


vi Marcus AnToninus's 


ſiſtance of another, is the way, they fan- 
cy to tarniſh the Luſtre, and) daſe the 


Credit ont. But Marcus Aurelius waslal- 


ways a declar d Enemy to this ſort of Self 
Love: This Impartiality of Temper made 
his Acknowledgments run high, and treat 
his Maſters almoſt witli the ſame Reſpect 
he did his Deities.” For after their Death 
he erected them Statues of Gold among his 
Domeſtic Gods, made frequent Viſits to 
their Tombs, and there honour'd them 


with the Solenmity of Sacrifices and 


mans g And ſinee the Advantages of Philoſophy 


to few conſiſt in Practiſe; it muſt be confeſs d 
cb thoſe that to perfect the Character of a good 
Gg, d Prince, He ſhould not be unacquainted 
for. with With the Meaſures of Fuſtice; which are ſo 
all torts of ſerviceable to the Publick Intereſt : Mar- 


lone. cs Aurelius took care not to negledt ſo ſig- 


nificant a part of Knowledge; he took con- 


ſiderable pains in the ſtudy of the Law, in 
which he was inſtructed by L. Voluſous 
C. Mecienns, the moſt able Lawyer of his 
As iſtid. in Time. + F i DI 4115 
Were He was a Favourite of Adrian from 


em O-ar, 


{ Papive, always. at his Court, this Emperour pre- 
"ok E. ſented him with a Horſe upon the Publick 


|.» wa. Charge, || when he was but fix Years old; 


elan Honour which had never been ſo ear- | 
y beltow'd upon any one before, And 


* 10 


his very Infancy, who loved to have him 
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And it being the Cuſtom among the 
Romani for y Perſons of Quality. to 
paſs through the Prieſthood, in order to 
qualify themſelves for State- Employment, 
he was admitted one of the Salii, that it 
a Prieſt of Mars. * And in this Buſineſs · C. pi, 
he was far from behaving himſelf as o tler 
young People do, in an Office, Which 
they look upon only as a Title, and Quali- 
fication for ſome other more confiderable 
Promotion; No, he performm'd all the 
parts of the Function with that Conſtan 
and Exactneſs, as if this Po# had beent 
utmoſt of his Ambition. This Applicati- 
on made him Maſter of the Ae, and 
Head of the Order, ſo that during his be- 
ing there, all thoſe who were either en- 
tred into this Society or diſmiſi d it, were 
always admitted, or diſcharg'd by him. 
And at theſe Solemnities there was no 
need of a Prompter to aſſiſt him, for he 
| had all the Holy Forms, and Ceremonies 
by heart. And thus he practiſed betimes 
one of his own Maxims, To do every thin 
according to the Rules of Art, and with t 
ut moſt —— Twas in this Socie 
| that he receiv'd the firſt Preſages of 
coming tothe Throne: For the Prieſts ac- 
f cording to Cuſtom throwing Garlands of 
e Flowers upon Mars Statue, laid upon a 
Couchof State, that which was thrown by 
| [d4] Marews 


* 


viii Marcus AnToninus's 


* 


© Marcus Aurelius fell as exactly upon the 
Head of this pretended Deity, as if it had 
been put on by a Mans Hand; Now the 


Crowning of this Statue was the peculiar 
Privilege of the Emperour. 


At fifteen Years of _— he put on his 


> 1 Mans Habit, * and by Adrian's Order had 
the Daughter of L. Cam, Commodus con- 
tracted to him. Not long after he was 
truſted with the Government of Rome, du- 
ring the Abſence of the Conſuls, Who went 

to Mount Alba to keep the Latin Holydays ; 
+ Feriw + In this Poſt of Authority he behaved 


— = himſelf with the Gravity of an Old Magi- 


Terzun ſtrate ; And repreſented the Emperour 


t be Proud 
udon; With great Dignity, and Prudence. 
| Conſede HisSiſter , Cornificia was ma AB to 
— 9 = Numidins Buadratuszand that her Hushand 
with the might not upbraid this Lady with want of 
Se. Ba, Fortune, he gave her all his Paternal E- 
Hai, Ib ſtate; And alſo gave his Mother the Li- 
berty ofadding what part of her own Set- 
Tce! tlement ſhe pleas d. 
. He was not without ſome Fancy for the 
N and for this Study Diognetys was 
his Maſter, a Perſon eminent both for 
t Id. Painting, and Philoſophy. Tf 
Heloved * 2 — Tennis, 
I and Hunting, || o much for the ſake 
of the Diverſion, as becauſe he look'd up- 
on them as a ſort of innocent Preſervatives 


of 
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of Health. Nay. he went ſomewhat far⸗ 
ther, and was of Socrates. and Ariſtippns's 
Opinion, that the Exerciſe of the Limbs 
was not unſerviceable to Virtue it ſelf. 

Before his Conſtitution was weaken'd with 
Fatiguing and conſtant Buſineſs, he uſed 
Hunting, and would frequently ride ſingly 

at the biggeſt Wild Boars, and attack them | 
with great Dexterity. and Courage. But · p. 
his Paſſion for Philoſophy, got the. Aſcen- 

dant ;,. and made him cool in other Di- 
verſions. This Paſſion ſeiz'd him ſo ſtrong- 

ly in his very Infancy, that when he was 
but twelve Years Old, he put on the Ha- 

bit of the Stoick Philoſophers, 6 + Capitol. 
theix Auſterities, and lay upon the Ground 


— 


with noching but his Cloak under him, 


And his Mother had all the Difficulty ima- | 

inable, to perſuade, him to lie upon a 
POE tho it had nothing but a 
few Skins thrown over it. || Nature ſeem'd 
to have made him on purpoſe. to. reſtore 
and encourage that Philoſophy, which 
had always been moſt firm to the Intereſt 
of Virtue. For even in his Childhood the 
Equality and Gravity of his Temper was 
ſuch, that neither Pleaſure nor Uneaſineſs 
could ever make him ſo much as change 
Countenance. But then this Gravity ha- 14 
ving no mixture of Moroſeneſs, was not at 
all troubleſome to his Friends, nor to wot 

wag 


EE Maxcus AnToninus's 
who had Buſineſs with him : To do him 
Juſtice z his . Qualities ne er run out 
into Exceſs ; his Prudence in Converſati- 
on was without Pride, and his Complai- 
ſance without Meanneſs. * 
Adrian having loſt Ceionius Commodl us, 
* Capitol. * whom he had Adopted for the Empire, 
2 and being in queſt of one to ſupply his 
Place, Marcus Aurelius came into his Mind, b 
but findinghim too Young, for then he was 
ſcarcely Eighteen, the Emperour adopted 
Antoninus” Pias, but with this Proviſo 
that he ſhould adopt Marcus Aurel ius, and 
J. Verus, Son of Commiodwe lately deceas d. 
And thus Marcus Aurelius was Adopted 
Cirito!l, at Eighteen Years old. f The Night be- 
Dio. fore this Honour, he dream'd his Hands 
bon. and Shoulders were made of Ivory; and 
139. Upon trial whether they would bear an 
great Burthen, he found them mu 
ger than formerly. © © 
The News of his being Adopted did 
but diſturb him; And when his Dome- | 
Nicks ask'd him how he could receive an 
Honour of that Bulk, with ſuch an Air of 
Diſſatisfaction; He made them a long 
Diſcourſe concerniug the Misfortunes, 
which perpetually attend a Royal Station, 
Some few Days after his Adoption, A- 
[Spert'an , rb: went into the Serate, || and: moved 
in adii.n that his want of Age for the Office of 


Reſtor 
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"might be diſpencd with; TI 
was the —— he receiv d of this Em+ 


cus Aurelius made him a Magnificent Fu- 
neral; And brought the Gladiators into 
the Amphitheaters to Fight in honour of 
the Deceasd Th e een 
After Adrians Death, Antoninus Pius 
broke the Contract which Marrus Aurelius 
in Obedience: to the late Emperour, had 
made with the Daughter of Lucius Chu 
modus, and offer d him his a 
ter Fauſtine, precontracted to Verus 3 
Verus being too young to bemutciad; the 
Emperour made Choice of Marcus Auniti- 
1, whom after his having been QMefor 
he» preferr'd to the Conſulſbip, tho che 
Laws were ſomewhat ltraiit'd in his Fa- 
vour: He likewiſe gave him the Title of 
Ceſar, made him 


ſent at the Shews furniſh'd out by Marcy 
and his Fellow-Officers. - He forc'd all the 
Honourable Diſtinctions of a Prince up. 


him, and by an Order of the — has 


— 3 into the College of the High- 
Prieſts. . 5; th 

Marcus Aurelius being conſtrain'd in his 
Genius, and rather burthen'd than pleas'd 
with his Promotion z was oblig'd to be 


himie 


perour, who died ſoon after at Baie: M. 


conſtantly at the Conneil Board, to nee 


av | 
Colonel of one of the „ 
Companies of Knights, and was pre- dom 146. 


1. 


tlie Philoſopher, and the Emperour. As 


himſelf for the Functions of Government, 
but all this forcing did but increaſe his 
Inclination for Philofophy, in which he 
ſpent all the time he could ſpare out of 
Publick Buſineſs: This Paſſion of his for 
the ſtudy of Wiſdom, was not a little pro- 
moted by the Emperour Antoninus Pins : 
Who beſides the engaging him firther by 
his own Example, ſent for the Famous 
Apollonius of Chalcis from Athens z now 
the Converſation. of this Stoicł Philoſo- 

her was not unſerviceable to. the young 
Prince. And here I cant omit the rela- 
ting a Paſſage; the oddneſs of which will 
help us to underſtand the Temper both of 


ſoon cas Appollonins was arriv'd at Rome, 
Ajttojeinus Pins (ent him Word, 'That he 
might come to Court as ſoon as he pleas'd, 
end hi, Scholar ſhould be put. into hir Hands. 
To this Meſſage the Philoſopher reply d 
That tar the Scholar t Buſineſs to wait up- 
on his Maſter, and not the Maſters to run 
after the Scholar. This Anſwer being car- | 
ried to the Emperour, he only ſmil'd at 
it, and ſaid,That Appollonius, he perceiv'd 
found leſs trouble in his Journey from Athens 
to Rome, than in walking from his Inn to 
the Palace ; This was all the Notice he 
took of Appollonins's Freak, and ſent Mar- 
t Aurelius to his Lodgings. 


About 


About this time the young Prince loſt 
is Governour. The Death of this Perſon 
puched him ſo ſenſibly, that he forgot 
is uſual Fortitude, and ſhed Tears upon 
he Occaſion. And when ſome of the 


dr Fourt rallied upon him, as if he had gi- 
en way to an Inconſiſtency, the Empe- 
Dur replied, | Pray give him leave to be 4 
by Nan, Nature will have its Courſe in ſome 
us Neaſure 3 in ſpight both of Empire, and Philo- 
W 


"Ae married Fauſtina two Years after his 
cond Conſulſhip, This Princeſs was 1d. An. 
n extraordinary Beauty, but of too airy Dom. 14%: 
Temper to be any great Bleſſing to her 
usband ; ſhe was for living by her Mo- 
hers Example, and getting Beaux to ad- 
ire her Perſon : for the Charms of 
arcus Aurelius, (he underſtood nothin 
f them, nor had any Reliſh for ſo much 
Viſdom and Regularity.He had a Daugh- 
er by her the firſt Year after he was mar- 
ed, at which time he had alſo the Ts- 
nician and Proconſular Authority, which 
rere commonly the ſole Prerogatives of 
e Imperial Crown. ONS 
To this Dignity and Grandeur, the Se- 
ate added another extraordinary Privi- 
ge, firſt invented for A»g«ſize, but much 
nlarged in the ſucceeding Reigns : By 
je 
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man Law no Ad could paſs in the 


S. nate 
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4 Capitol, 


Arme unleſs the nſul, who was dbe 
Princip ial Member, rought in the Biff: 
ative to make the, 
Grit Pro fal of the Matter. The Conſuls 
= d this Right in favour of Aug 
ſons, «nd by a formal AF empower'd him fi 
to make his Report, as they calVd-it, eve-Mh 
ry Day in the Senate; that is to Move, or Etc 
propoſe the paſſing wha he had a mind! 
to, every Day of their S:tting, hi 

But when People have once begun to t! 
Flatter, and Complement away their Pri- n. 
vileges, tis a difficult Point to make al h 
Halt and keep within Bounds, Thus this te 
Privilege granted to Auguſtus of Moving tt 
for a new A# once a Day, was afterward le 
improv'd to ſucceeding Emperours, — th 
mounted to the Liber bringing in 
three, four or five diſtin& Bills in the fame 
compaſs of Time z and Marcus Aurelin: 
hadit inthelaſt, and largeſt Extent, Now 
this Prerogutive carried ſuch a vaſt weight 
of Power along with it; that twas enougli 
of it (elf to make all the Seſſ Tons of the Se- 


nate inſignificant. 

But as it ha _ en'd this Anthority was 
lodg'd in the beſt Hands imaginable, + For 
all he uſe Marcus Aurelius made of it 
was only to maintain the Liberties, and 
3 the Happineſs of the People. 


Far- 


we Farther 
he had with 


Y 

fied for their reſpective Employments.And 
here we may obſerve that his Submiſſions 
to the Emperour always kept pace with 
the Growth of his own Authority + For 
Ihe conſtantly paid his Imperial 2 
1 toll the ſame Regard as if himſelf had been 
ori- no more than a private Perſon : Indeed 
* al his Affection to the Emperour ſeem'd daily 
thi to encreaſe upon him: For during 
ing three and twenty Years at Court he neyer 
ral left him, nor ſo much as lay abroad above 
and two Nights, 5 
ing This cloſe. Attendance, together with 
mel all the Marks of Tenderneſs and Regard, 
made ſo ſtrong an Impreſſion upon Autoni- 
unt Pins, that he would never liſten to 
the Suggeſtions of thoſe who endeavour'd 
to create a Jealouſy againſt Marcus Aure- 
lixs, and put him upon ſuſpecting the Re- 
ality of his Affection. One day when he 
was walking in the Garden with one of 
his Courtiers, and ſeeing Lucilla Marcus 
Aureliuss Mother on her Knees in a pri- 
vate Place before Apollo s Statue z the Gen- 
tleman whiſpers him in the Ear, what da 
you think, Sir ſays he, that Lady is ſocarneſt 

= A 
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xvi Marcus Antonintss 
in her Devotion: for ; ſht's beeging Apollo, 
that your Majeſty 5 tr Fe that hey 
Son may govern im your Place. This Sen- 
tence, which had they had a Tyrant to 
deal with, might have been fatal both to 
Mother and Son, was diſregarded by the 
Emperour, who was too well aſſur d of 
the Good-faith and Probity of Maren: 
Aurelius, ta believe any Report to his Diſ- 
advantage. The good Underſtanding be- 
tween theſe two Princes, continued with- 
out the leaſt coolneſs till the Death of 4 
toninns ; who falling ſick at Lorium, and 
perceiving himſelf paſt hopes of Recove- 
ry; order'd his Captains of the Guards, 
Principal Officers, and thoſe he could con- 
ide in, to be brought into his Bed-cham- 
Capitol. ber, * And before this Company he con- 
firm'd the Adoption of Marcus Aurelius, 
naming him for his ſole Succeſſor, without 
any mention ofVerus: And the Comman- 
der in Chief coming to receive Orders, he 
gave him Equanimity for the Mord; let · 
ting them underſtand, that by leaving ſuch 
a Succeſſor, they had all they could rea- 
ſonably wiſh for. Immediately after this, 
he order'd the Golden Fortune to be car- 
ried into Marcus Aurelins's Apartment: 
Now this Statue was look'd on as an Omen 
of good Luck, and a kind of Publick Secu- 
rity, and was always kept in the Empe- 
rour's Bed- chamber. After 


1 * 
PS 


 Mazcus Anronmus: vii 
TT II — Fr ä — — — 
_. After-the Death of this Prince the Se- 

ata prevail'd with Marcar Aurelius to take 
he-Government upon him. And here* an. 
be fir At of his Imperial Authority was Dom. 61. 
o grant it to an 92 for he made 
cine __ his —_ . the 
Trilunician Power, the Title perour, 
and an equal ſhare with himſelf in the 
\dmigiſtration. This was the firſt time f c. pol 
dome was ever Ne by two Soveraigns, = 
\ ſight extraordinary enough in any place, 
ſpecially.in a Town where the Choice of 
ſingle Prince, had often occaſion d ſo 
wh Confuſion and Blood-ſhed. 
The ſame day Marcus Aurelius took the 
ame of Antoninus, and gave it to his 
olleague Vera, to whom he contracted ; 
dis Daughter Lucilla. ¶ And as a mark of | Capitol. 
heir Satisfaction in this Alliance and j%.S-\mi 
he good Correfpandence between them; 8 
ey ſetled a conſiderable Fund for the 
pport of thoſe who were lately Naru- 
Mt, and at that time 2 numerous. 
two Emperours upon their going out 

f the — bad the Guards drawn 
p before them, to .whom they gave a 
rgeſs or Bounty of five hundred Crowns 
Man, and proportionably to the Officers. 
his being done they proceeded to the 
uneral Solemnity of their Father the late 
mperour, whoſe Corps they carried to 
| | b Adrian s 


, 
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Arias Tomb, and dg d it there's They 
likewiſe proclaimd 4 acation Out gf 
_ fped to the Amy: ; and t 
ing to Cuſtoni went on to the Des 
Ceremony; which was perform d in t 

* See He» manner following, * 

e. In the Palace * chere was an Ho. 
on of Se. ry Bed of State, made Higher than ordi- 
— [ nary,with a Counter-pane of Gold Niſſue, 

" and upon this they laid the Effigies'ofthe 
deceasd Prince in Wax- work: On the 
left hand of this Bed, the Senators or No- 
bility ſat all in Black. The Ladies ofthe 
firſt 42 were ed on the 315 
hand; they appear“ Tie a plain white 
bit, without any ching r Jewels, or Dre(- 

| fing This part of the Cerem Ceremony lafted 
eck, Jbjing which the Pbyffeians paid 
their Afterincs: treated the Effie / Hke 
a Patient, and ahraysat their 12 away 
pretended the Pifeaſt! gain'd „and 
that the Symptoms. grew Mottal t lufff 
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when the Emperour's Death was pulli d ſe 
a certain number of young Noblemen andi g. 


Gentlemen of the beſt Quali up 
the Bed and carried ae pon their '9 ders 


through a Street _ the N an nta ©! 
the Old Forum or Square, here the M: Ti 
Funes uſed to of their-Re(p Dee ar 

m ployments. 205 ides of nN in 


were Scaffolded: 2 —. one of w 
Com 


a 
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8 there e 3 Chdit df Youths, and ou the 
ther. ont of one apt and both 


— — — 
Sole; Affecting manner imagina 
Thee Dugan being ver, the Nqbility and 
Gentfhaboue- wentiqued, took up the Bed 
of State and carry d it ont of the City in- 
to the Campus Martius, in the middle of 
which Fiold there was upon this ocaaſion 
2 little wooden Pyramid built ſeveral Sto- 
ries high. The firſt Story was mads like 
a little ſquato Chamer, fill'd with all ſort 
of camhuſtible Matter, and ornan 
on the out ſide with pieces of Gold 1 
Ivory Statues, and Paintings of the 
kind: I be ſecond gᷣtary being of the (ame 
Figure wich the fifſü thut a little leſs, was 
embellin d in the ſame manner, only with 
the difference of being open on the four 
ſdesofthe Square. Above this there was 
dd ſeveral other Stories which leflen'd hy de- 
nd grees, till the laſt gnew:nartow to a Point. 
uff The Bed, and Efflgies in Wax was placed 
in the ſecond Story ſtuffed with Perfumes 
of all ſorts, as Gums; Flowers, and Odo- 
riferaus Plants, the People bath in City 
and Country ſtriving to out-do each other 
in this Jaſt Reſpect ta their Prince. This 
being done the Gentty march'd on Horſe- 
ere . back 


* 
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Capitol. NT 


adjuſting the Motions of their March to 


brated Generals, and Emperours of _ 
man Extraction. 


bdility, and Gentry doing the ſame after- 
wards in their Order. And thus all being 
preſently in a Flame, there was an Eagle 


ramid; which immediately towring out 
of ſight, was ſuppoſed to carry ithe Em- 


back round - the Pyramid i in good order ; 


the Tune of ſeveral Military Ihſtruments 
which plaid to them; This ſort df T our- 
nament' was follow'd 'by i Chariot-Racing 
managed by y 5 yourgPeople | in Habits edg 
with Purple, and d in Vir, which 
repreſented the Perſons of the moſt cele- 


This Cavalcade and Racing being over 
thoſe who were to ſucceed to the mpire 
came up to the Funeral Pile, and ſet fire 
to it with Flambeaux ; the Conſuls, No- 


privately let Iooſe from the topof the Py- 


perour's Soul into Heaven; who from this 
time was reputed a God, and NN g 
accordingly. = | 

After this Ceremony the two Eperours 4 
made each of them a Funeral Oration in 
Commendation of their Father, choſe him 
a high Prieſt out of his own Family ; ſet 
up a Fraternity of Prieſts call'd Aurelius 
in Honour of — and concluded the So- 
leninity with playing of Prizes,” or Com- | 


bats between the Gladiators. | 
The 
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The Deifjing of his Father was no ſoon- 
er over, but Autoninus was crouded with 
Addreſſes from the Heathen Prieſts, the 
Philoſophers, and Governours of Pro- 
vinces, deſiring they might have the Li- 
to revive the Perſecution againſt tlie 
Chriſtians, who had been ſheltred from 
their Malice during the Reigns of Adrian 
and Antoninus Pius. The Emperour who 
was no leſs an Enemy to Rigour than ei- 
ther of theſe Princes, and being inclinable 
beſides to govern by their Maxims, would 
by no means hearken to this unreaſonable 
Requeſt: And to protect the Chriſtians 
from Violence in the-remoter Provinces, 
T- he wrote to the: Convention of Aſa, 
then ſitting at Fpbeſar this admirable 
le Letter ſecured us by Euſebiue. 

I'm well ſatisfied that the Praiſes of the 
Chriſtians are not conniv'd at by the Immor- 
al Gods, and that they'l take care to puniſh 
hoſe that refuſe to _ them much deeper 

for t 


han you can. As Perſecutions you 
Wiſe againſt theſe People upon the ſcore of 

Leligion, it does but fortify them the more in 
heir Perſwaſion. Aud ſince they believe they 
oſe their Lives for their God, you may 
imagine they] rather wiſh for Death, and 
reckon it an Advantage, And thus they 
get the better of you upon the Experiment, 
buſing rather to dye, than ſubmit to your 
| b 3 Or- 
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Orders. As to the Cal amity of the late Bart h- 
quakes, I think it wot amiſs to put you in 
mind to compare your own Behavoivur with 
| theirs under ſuch Misfortunes as theſe. Now 
their Reliance upon their God viſes always in 
Proportion to their Danger; whereas your 
Courage preſently ſinks upon ſuch am ocenfron ; 
Indeed you ſeem to behave your ſelves igno- 
rantly during the whole conrſe of the Aﬀtiti- 
on; for you not only negleF the reſt of the 
God e, and nous that Immortal Bein 
worſbip d by the Chriſtians, but bunriſh and | 
perſecute thoſe People to Death who ſerve ant 
adore him, Several Governonrs of Provinces 
have formerly written about this Buſineſs td 
the late Emperonr our Father of Divine Me- 
mory : The Anſwer they receiv'd was, that 
they ſhould give that Perſivafion no trouble, 
wileſs they found them praiſing againſt the | 
State. Now I being willing to follow my Fa- 
ther Meaſuyes, and being ſolicited by ſeve- | 
ral Informations about this matter, my In- 
ſtructions were to the ſame purpoſe. Ard | 
therefore if any one for the future ſhall Pro- 
fecute a Chriſtian meerly upon the Acconnt of | 
bir Religion, the Chriſtian ſpall be diſchavg'd, | 
and the Proſecutor puniſh d. This Letter was | 
publiſh'd in the Temple when the Conver- | 
vention, or Common Conneil of Aſia was | 
ſitting, | 
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This Order was obey'd, and the Em- 
12 N to be 1 l ch 1 in * 

8 rity. Indeed the beginning o 
his * was ſo LaPPy and undiſturb'd, 
that one. would almoſt have thought the 

ry Soul and Reaſon of Antoninus Pius 
had been Transfus d into his Svcoeſſors - 
Which was the more to be wonder'd at, 
7; Mifince in reality there was nothing more 
„ different than the Temper and Inclinati- 
5 on of theſe two Princes. 


Marcus Antoninus was ſettled and cer- 
„ © tain in his Humour, unpretendingly Grave, 
rand not without a Mixture of Aﬀability 
% and Oomplaiſance: He was both Merci- 
„ful and Juſt, and no leſs Indulgent to o- 
+ thers than Rigorous to himſelf; Deaf to 
„che Charms of Vanity, immovable in his 
;, © Enterprizes, and Reſolutions, which were 
„never fix'd and taken up without Mature 
ODeliberation; being never [wayed by Pal- 
don and Freak: He hated buly Informers, 
was Religious without Affectation, un- 

. JW tranſported and free from Eagerneſs upon 
all occaſion; always under an Equality of 
Temper, always Maſter of himſelf, and re- 
ſign'd to the Reaſon of the Caſe; a per- 
fect ſtranger to Diſguiſe and Diſſimu ati- 
on, and always upon his Guard againſt 
the Exceſſes of Self- love; never uneaſy 
nor impatient, very inclinable to pardon 
= b 4 the 
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the greateſt Crimes againſt himſelf ' but 
not to be prevail'd on where Reaſons of 
State and Publick Intereſt required Seve- 
rity. His Laws had a Regard to the com- 
mon Advantage of all Ranks and Nati-j 
ons under his Government; neither could 
any Prince be more tender of the Proper- 
ty and Privileges of the Subject. The 
Good of the Commonwealth was always 
his Rule to act by, from which he was 
never diverted by any Private Fancy, In- 
tereſt, or Ambition of his own. To con- 
clude, ſince his Deſigns were only to ob- 
lige Mankind, and Reſign to Providence, 
he never ſtrain'd his Politics to the Pre- 
judice of his Morals, but always kept 
within the compaſs of Juſtice and Truth. 
Lucius Verus had none of theſe good 
Qualities z his Inclinations were eager, un- 
ballaſted, and led; tis true, he could 
not be tax d with the Savage Fancies and 
Barbarities of ſome Tyrants, and that was 
the beſt of him. But this Contrarlety of 
Temper did not appear in the firſt Tears 
of their Reign, The irreſiſtable Merits of 
Autouium made ſome Impreſſion upon his 
Brother, inſomuch that the Motives either | 
of Shame or Gratitude, gave check to his 
Humour, and kept him in Order, While 
they liv'd together, Nay he pretended to 
. Eopy after this Prince, and apa” 
” f U- | 
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Prudence of his Conduct: To give him his 

due, he manag'd himſelf in every reſpect 
e- as if Marcs Antoninus had been ſole Em- 
perour. For Verw treated him with the 
i- ſame Reſpect, or if you pleaſe with the 
fame Submiſſion which a Deputy-Gover 
nour gives to a Proconſul, or a Governour 
of a Province to the Emperour himſelf. 
But tis a difficult. matter to keep Vice un- 
der any long Reſtraint. This force ſerved 
In- only to heighten Defire, and therefore 
on- Verus took care not to loſe the firſt Op- 
)b- ¶ portunity of throwing off the Diſguiſe, 
ce, and ſhewing himſelf in his Natural Co- 
re- lours. 
t Commodas was born at the latter end of 
this firſt Year of Aatoninuss Reign. The 
Birth of this Prince, who proved a ſcan- 
dal to Human Nature, was uſher'd in with 
all the terrible Calamities imaginable, * Lan- 
The over-flowing of the Tyber led the pris.» | 
way : The Inundation of this River was 
ſo violent, that it over-turn'd a great part 
of Rowe, ſwept away abundance of Cat- 
tel, ruin'd the Country round about, and 
occaſion'd an extraordinary Famine, The t Ce. 
two Emperours ſtept in immediately to 
the Rellef of the People, ſupplied the Ne- 
ceſſitles of thoſe who had ſuffer'd, and 
repair'd the Damages with all the ſpeed 
that was poſſible, After this * 

| there 


* 
n. ] 
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there happen d Earthquakes, great Fites in Wh 
ſeveral Cities, and an ufverſal Infection Wh; 
of the Air, which ſuch an inũ - 
nite number bf Inſrets on the ſuddain | 
that what little Forage: the Floods had 

left was deſtroy d by this Plague: And at 
the ſame time the whole World ſcem'd to 
be up in Arms, and the Miſeries of War | 
were juſt breaking in from every Quat- 
ter. The Parthians headed by their King 
 Pologeſes, ſurpriz'd the Rowan I in 
Armenia; and cut them in Pieces; 
thence they marched into Syria, and forced | 
the Governour Artillius Corneliam © quit 
the Country: The Catti ravaged Germany, 


* 


| and the Country of the Oriſovs with Fire ti 
}' ' and Sword ; and the Brittains were juſt tl 
upon the Verge of an Inſurrection. wy 

Calpurnmins Agricola was diſpatched a- Merc 

gainſt the Revolt in Great Britta, A. ML 


dine Pickorinm againſt the Catti, and the 
Parthian Expedition was reſerv'd for V, 
* Copitol. who left the Town ſome few _ after... 
Marcus Antoninus being by the poſture 
of Affairs, oblig'd to ſtay at Rowe, went 
with Vera as far as Capra, treated him Wb 
with all the Regard imaginable, and gave B 
him ſeveral of his Favorites, and Princi- s 
pal Officers to attend him; which was 
done poſſibly to obſerve the Motions, and I ſt 
ſecure the Conduct of this Prince, or it 
| may | 


—— — 
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on Wake his Court appear more Magnificent; 
& r laſtly, which ſeems more probable, 
'} might be defign'd as a Check upon his 

Wxtravagancez and to keep him from fly- 

ng out by the Authority of the Company. 
Hut all theſe Precautions fignify'd nothing. 
or erm,” who was now quite tired wit 
Diſſembling, was not at all over-aw'd by 
he grave Retinue which Avto nin had 
given him. As ſoon as this Emperour was 
dut of ſight, Yerw was reſolv'd to knock 
off the Shackles, for now he had neither 
Fear, nor Fancy to continue Reſtrain'd 
any longer: Now he ſuffer'd his Inclina- 
tions to ſtrike out ; forgot the Defeat of 
the Rowan Legions, took no notice that 
Syria was ready to Revolt, but lanch'd in- 
Ito Vice immediately, and went all the 
Lengths of an Infamous Liberty ; carryin 
his Debauchery to ſuch an Exceſs, that It 
hrew him into a dangerous fit of Sickneſs 
at Comnſinej, This News being brought to 
Nome, Antom uur, tho' juſt come thither, 
Wſet forward to vifit him. But before he 
began his Journey, he made Vows for his 
JT Brother's Recovery in a full Houſe of the 
Senate z which upon his Return he very 
Religiouſly perform'd, after he under- 
ſtood that Vr was Embark'd, 
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ay be was only to raiſe his Figure, and 
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This young Prince's Wildneſs recover'dj 
with his Health, and his Sickneſs prov'd! 
no ſufficient Diſcipline to Reform him. 

He purſued his Debaucheries in his "_ F, 

age; and upon his Arrival in Syria, he 
made a halt at Daphne, part of the Sub- 
urbs of Antioch, and here he perfectly for- 
got himſelf to all the purpoſes of Virtue, | 
and Sobriety. This Place, by reaſon of the 
Temperature of the Climate, the Delici- W*, 
ouſneſs of the Gardens, Fountains, and 
Groves, invited the Men of Pleaſure thi- 
ther, and was grown the very Seat, and | 
Sink of Debauchery: Inſomuch that Peo- 
ple of Virtue and Reputation, were almoſt 
aſham'd to be ſeen there. Vers encreasd 
the Scandal of this Daphne by ſuch Im- } 
provements in Lewdneſs, as were meer 
Diſcoveries to the Inhabitants, tho' other- 
wiſe the greateſt Libertines on the Face of 
1 the Earth. | N 
15 In the mein time this Emperour's Gene- 
| rals fought theParthians with great Succeſs. FF" 
tt 0 Capitol. * Statins Priſcus took Artaxata : Caſſie 4 
in Vero. and Martius Verws routed Vologeſes, made 
%% 16,” themſelves Maſters of Selexcia, ſack'd and 
. burnt Babylon, and Creſiphon, and. pull'd 


} 163 
[| down the Noble Palace of the Parthian * 
| Kings. Theſe Victorious Troops which 
had done ſuch brave Exploits, and beaten 


an Army of five hundred thouſand _— 
ad 
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nad a worſe Enemy to encounter at their 


im. Return, and were half of them deſtroy'd Dia lib. 
oy. Py Sickneſs, and Famine. This Mortality © 


ay ſo hard upon Caſſiuss Army, that by 
| bat time he had reach d Syria he was able 
o muſter but à very few. However, theſe 
isfortunes made no Impreſſion upon Ve- 


he s Vanity, who immediately took the 
ci- WT itle of Conquerour, of Armenia and Par- 
nd ; as if he had fairly won all this Ho- 
hi- Inour by keeping out of the Field, and 
nd Debauching at a diſtance. 78105 
O- Marcus Antoninus, who pretended to 
oft know nothing of theſe Sallies, was of O- 


pinion that Marriage was the molt likely 
Expedient to Retrieve him: His Daugb- 
ter therefore Lucilla contracted to Verns, 
nd one of the moſt Beautiful Ladies living, 
as immediately put into the Hands of 
#toninus's: Siſter, in order to embark for 
ria, the Emperour ſeeing them on their 
ay, as far as Brunduſfum. Tis ſaid he 


 Wnce deſign'd to go along with her to Ve- 
je ,, but chang'd his Reſolution upon a 
4 Report being ſpread, that the meaning of c.. 


Ithis Progreſs into Syria was only to get 
the Honour for himſelf, of putting an end 
ro the Parthian War, He ſtaid at Bran- 
duſiuu till the Princeſs was embark'd, and 
J wrote to the Proconſuls, and Governours 
of Provinces, not to meet, nor attend her 

upon 
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would come through, and makg him al 


upon her Journey, telling them that the 
uſual Cavalcades, and Soltmnities upon 
ſuch Occaſions, ſerv'd only; to crowd the 
People to Death: m. „4 

Jerut, Who expected Mareut Antonin 


Viſit, and being afraid he ſheuld hear of 
his Diſorders, left Daphye, and went to 
meet his Brother Emperour at Epheſuus, 


from whence: he departed. ſome few Days 
after the Solemnity of his Marriage, andi. 
return'd to Antioch with his Empreſs; / 
and here this great Lady ſobn learn'd to b 
imitate the Liberties of Yerus, and was Ih 
too conformable to the Example her Mo- e 
ther Fauſtiva had ſet her, 18 

Verus having made a King of Armenid, It. 
and gain d an entire Conqueſt over the I 
Parthians, * retirn'd to Rome, and had 


his ſhare in the Honour of a Triumph, 
with Marcus Antoninus. His Return was "i 

likely to have been very Calamitous to 
the whole Empire, for he brought the "FF 
Plague along-with him, and left it in all 
the Places he marched through. The cauſe 
of this Peſtilence was ſuppos d to proceed 
from the following Accident. Upon the 
taking of Babylon, the Soldiers breaking 
in to Apollo s Temple to plunder it, found 
a little Golden Cabinet under Ground, 
which was no ſooner open d, but ſucha 
ſtrong 


+ ru" wa 282 


"the * 


3 


( by the il} Offices of ſome Envious P 
blu Fidelity 
Joum Merit nor the ineezeſt of his Friends, — 


* 


Aroma: | wet 


irong g Dafe of Infect 


Mn flew. out omt, 
poiſon'd; the Air to a vaſt Extent; 


pon 
won nd carried the Mortality from Meſopoter 
irs | b 


red by the — and Diſeaſes ir in Cafe- 


via, 38 far ag Gaul. But. this ConjeRure 
apart, tis more probable the Plague was 


ES Aumy, at his Return fromthe Defe 


þ of the Parthians. | 


Abort this time the Ga revolted, 


made an —— ID, and put the 
f Country under Military Execution. A. 


* 
Pertinaqm a Man of known Bxavery, tho Dom. 168. 


16 
being ſuſpected, neither 5 He 23 


eouldt ever prefer him any higher than tO af 


% the Command of ſome Auxilaries.z this 
Perſon, notwithftanding the Oppoſition 
Jof the Courtiers, was pitch'd on with his 
Friend Claudius Pompei une, to make head Dis. 


zgainſt this terrible Invaſion, which 
dreatned as far as Rowe it ſelf. Autoni- 


ur made them both his Generals, and 
was reſolv'd they fhould ſhare with him, 
Jin the Honour of this Expedi 
Jaan being highly ſenſible of the Favour 
Jof this Truſt, took care that the Emperour 
$ ſhould have no Cauſe to repent it; and 
gave no leſs Proof of his Honeſty than of 
his Experience, and Courage. 
| _ Romans charg'd the Enemy briskly, 


ition. Perti- 


In ſhort, 


who 
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who receiy'd- them in good Order, and 
foright with great Reſolution, The Fight Þ 
was obſtinate, and held a great while, but 
at laſt the Qermans were cut in pieces; and 
#hich is remarkable, they found a great 
many Women in Armour amongſt the 
Dead, Who fell fighting by the ſides of 


their Husbands, and Children, 


Thus a ꝑreat Victory was gain d, and | 
the Roman Army had behav'd themſelves } 
. | exceedingly well; However, the Empe- 
- 'rour was not to be prevail'd on by any 
.* ' unreaſonable Demands ; and therefore 
When the Soldiers petition d him to raiſe. 
their Pay, he refus'd them with this An- 
ſwer'; © That to give them Mony extra- 
ordinary for the Succeſs of the Battel, 
vas in effect to Tax the Corps of their 
Parents and Relations, and to ſet an 
* Exciſe upon their Blood, for which he 
* was anſwerable to God Almighty; the 
*.only Perſon to whom Princes were ac 
« countable. Indeed, let the Difficulty of 
the Jun&ure be what it would, he was 
always Maſter of ſo much Fortitude, and 
Prudence, as never to be over-ruled beyond 
Fear, or eaſyneſs of 


juſtice, either out of 
Temper. 4? : 


Upon this Succeſs he was proclaim'd ' 
Ea1peronr the fifth time, the Victories of 


Vere, having given him the ſame Title 


four 


oo a 4 a. —_——— — 
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Pur times before. The Night before the 14. 
Wattel, a Spy being taken in the Camp, 

Fas brought to his Tent. And the Em- 
Perour having a mind to examine him, 

Ine Man told him; I am ſo very Cold that 

can't ſpeak, therefore if you would know 

ny thing of me, you muſt firſt order me ſome 
\Tloaths to my back, if you have any. The 
Emperour was not at all diſpleas d with 

is Bluntneſs, but gave him wht he ask'd 

For, and fo let him go. 
And here we muſt not forget the Ex- id. 
Ploit of à private Soldier, who ſtanding 
Tentinel one Night on the bank of the 
Danube, and hearing the Voice of ſome of 

His fellow Soldiers, whom the Enemy had 
ken by ſurprize on the other fide, he 
Snmediately fwam the River in his Ar- 
Four, diſengag'd his Comerades, and 
Frought them off with him into the Camp 

We ſame way. | 
The Year following there broke out a 

uch more dangerous War than that which 

y ney had finiſh'd. The Marcomanni, * and · They 
Me Luadi, a very warlike People rais'd duc in 
great Army, at which the Romans were be — 
rtreamly diſpirited, being in a very ill card 3. 
Pondition to reſiſt ſo powerful an Enemy, *--. 
1d Fa time when the Plague raged violent- 

of both in Town and Country, and ſwept 

tle Way vaſt Multitudes into their Graves. 
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The Emperour was the only Perſon not in 
Deſpair, his Confidence lay in the Prote. . 
ction of Heaven, for which heendeavour'd 3 
to - qualify himſelf in the firſt Place, by . 
the affering of Sacrifices : He made a Pro- 
ceſſion round about the Town, and the 
Statues of the Gods being laid upon 
* The Re» Couches,* a great Entertainment was ſerv'd} 


— up to them in their Temples z and for! 


a. thd# 


— 
— 


tht po fear any acceptable part of Worſhip ſhould; 

1 — hr fal dn Reli — were : 
taken in, and Prieſts ſent for from almoſt WF, 
every Quarter: And which is ſtil] more n 
ſtrange, he reſtor d the Solemnities of Ii, o 
which had been Prohibited ever ſince the he 
time of Auguſtus; and made no ſcruple to f 
worſhip that Goddeſs, whoſe Temple had 
been pull'd down in the Reign of Tiberius, at 
the Decorations burnt,«her Statue thrown? 


Y pus 


into the Tiber, and her Prieſts knockt on 
the Head. There was ſo much Cattel ſa- 
crificed upon this Occaſion, that ſome ſa- I 
tyrical People, whoſe Tongues are never , 

to betyed, made a Jeſt ont; and ſaid that 
if the Emperour ſhould have the good e 
luck to return Conquerour, he would , 
ſcarcely be able to find a piece of Beef for | 
the Gods in the whole Empire. 3 
Thus when the. Religious part was fi- 
Vero, miſh'd, he ſet forward againſt the Enemy, 
and took Vervs along with him; _ 
would 


Mincus Antonius. xxx 


ould gladly have been left at Rome to 
ave carried on his Debauchery, but this 
CB rroninus was willing to prevent. The 
by No Emperours therefore marched direct- 
0. % for Aquileia z and immediately after 
Sheir Arrival, made up to the Marcomans, 
ho lay entrench'd not far off; And here 


ey hey forc'd their Camp, and routed them 


wins Vidorinu, Captain of the Guards, 
ith ſome of the beſt Troops, was cut off, 
owever, this did not diſcourage the two 
mperours from puſhing their Point, and 
Poing on with their Advantage; In ſhort, 
the hey preſs d the Enemy ſo hard, that at 
aſt their Army grew Mutinous : Upon 
hich the greateſt part of their Confede- 
Mates drew off their Forces, kill'd thoſe 
ho adviſed the Revolt, and ſent to beg 
eace of the Romans. Verus being ſatiſ- 


W-rtoninus to grant them their Requeſt, 
d march home. What greater Advan- 
ee, ſays he. can your Majeſty hope for than 
offer? Have you a mind to force your 
Wrremies upon ſome deſperate Attempt, and 
ew them the Weakneſs of the Empire whe- 
Her they will or no? Let us rather manage 
Weir Ienorance, and make the moſt of their 
vho | onſter nation, and give them leave, while 
ld "© 3 they 


ith a great Slaughter. In this Fight Cpitol, 


ed with their Submiſſions, and fond of c. ol. is 
Me Liberties of the Town, was earneſt with vero. 


Vi The Life of the Emperour + 
they are diſpos'd to't, to think more of a Re. 
treat, than a Revenge. To this Antoninu * 
anſwer'd, That there was no truſting to . 
theſe Barbarians, that their pretence of h 
Submiſſion was only to gain time; and H 
keep the Storm from falling upon them: 
That 'twas the Intereſt of the Empire 
to make Advantage of the Miſunderſtand- A 
ings, and Diſorders amongſt them, and i 
not give them leiſure to agree, and rally WM: 
all their Forces upon the Romans, when 
probably we ſhall be {till in a worſe Con- 
dition to receive them; and having thus 
deliver'd his Opinion, he immediately or- 
der'd his Troops to march. | 1 

The two Emperours paſs'd the Alps," 
purſued the Enemy, and defeating them “ 
ſeveral times, diſpers d them entirely at 
laſt, and return d without any Conſidera- 
ble Loſs, Winter being now pretty for- 
ward, they reſolv'd to go into Quarters at 
— Aguileia; but the * Plague fore d them to 

alter their Meaſures, and go off with a few } 
Cpirol. in Of their Troops. Upon their March, Ve- 3 
Vero. rus was ſeized with an Apoplectick Fit 
near Altinum, whither he was carried, and 
where he died ſoon after; his Body was! 
convey'd to Rome by Antoninus, who! 
ſhew'd him the ſame Funeral ReſpeQJ 

which had been paid to the Emperout 
Copical.in His Father; and ne're ſcrupled to make 2 
Marx, God of him, | [7 


Capitol. 


nd 


zur? 


Maxcus AnToNninus, xxxvii 


: I grant we have reaſon to believe that 
Intoninus was well enough ſatisfied with 


His Death; ſuch a Suppoſition is no leſs 


han what may be expected from the Pru- 


Hence and Gravity of this Prince, and 


rom the tender Regard he had for the 
relfare of his People, But that, as a cer- 


Wain Hiſtorian adds, He ſhould publick- * Capito], 
ly own his Satisfaction in a Speech of * Mic: 


hanks to the Senate, this is altogether 


Wncredible. However, that Author will 


ave it, that the Emperour hinted to the 
ouſe, that the Parthian War had never 
been ff happply ended, had it not been ma- 
ag a by his Direction and Advice; and 
hen declar'd, That having now the Sove- 
aignty wholly in his own Hands ; and no 


Forger embarra i'd with a debauch'd Aſſi- 


ant, he would alter his Meaſures, aud be- 


r. Fi 4 nem Reign. Now Antoninus was too 


odeſt, and too Wiſe to talk at this rate; 


NJuch Diſcourſe was neither ſuitable to his 


. Fo the purport of his Speech, the deſign of 


gives of Verxs in his firſt Book, nor in fine 


yhich was to thank them for ordering 
he Apotheoſis of Vers. His Enemies no 

doubt ſet this Report about, to give ſome 
olour to another Calumny. which th 


Apread at the ſame time, that the Empe- 
Frour having diſcover'd the Defign of Ve- 


29 2 


XXXViii The Life of the Emperour 
rus to p—_ him, prevented him in his 
Plot, help'd him to a Doſe, and practis'd! 
his own foul Play = him : Or as ſome 
ſaid, prevail'd with his Phyſician to bleed 
him to Death. The ſuſpicion of ſuch 2 
Practiſe being too groſs to ſtick upon An. 
toninus, 2 great many People threw it up- 
on Fauſtina; giving out that this Princeſs} 
Capitol. in had reveng'd her ſelf by Poyſon * Ve- 
Vero. ur, being enraged againſt him for betray- 
ing the ſcandalous Correſpondence be- 
tween them to his Empreſs Lucilla. But Mn 
the moſt general Opinion was, that Lucil-? 
la was the Perſon that put him into this 
Mortal Fit; for not being able to endure et 
the Paſſion Verus had for his own Siſter 
Fabia, and being leſs concern d at the Loſs? 
of her Husband's Affection; than at the 
Hhaughty Behaviour of her Siſter in law, 
who with an Inſolence proportionable to 
her Lewdneſs, abus d her Intereſt with her 
Brother, and treated the young Empreſs 
with Neglect: For this Reaſon Lucill. 
choſe rather to level her Revenge directly e 
againſt Vera, than againſt her Rival, con- 
cluding from the proud Humour of Fabia; 
that to tumble her down in this manner 
from that Criminal height of Greatneſs, to 
which her Inceſt had raiſed her, would 
be the ſevereſt Puniſument imaginable : ? 
For being thus reduced to a private Stati-· 


on; } 


— 
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1 nz and having no Countenance of _ 
1 Authority to ſupport her, ſhe wou 


e no longer in any Condition, to diſpute 
Nnuality with the Daughter, and Widow 


Wt an Emperour. 3 . 
After the Deification' was over, Autoni- 
3 being Apprehenſive leaſt the Toms 
Shonld be infected with a worſe Mortali- 
, than that they had lately felt, by the 
>wdneſs of thoſe Manumis'd Slaves, who 


„had the Aſcendant over YVerns in Syria; 


Ind ſerv'd him in his Debaucheries ; he re- 


/-Folv'd to remove them from the Court; 
And to do it in a manner that might leaſt 


eflect upon his Brother's Memory, He 
ent them off with conſiderable Offices in- 
Wo diſtant Countries; and thus tho they 
Feem(d prefer'd, they were no better than 
Wecently Baniſh'd : In ſhort, he kept none 
f them with him but Ele#ws, of whom 
had a much better Opinion than of the 
The Liberty, and Diſorders of the War 
Eviv'd the old Malice of the Heathens ; 
Fho taking no notice of the Emperour's 
rders, began to perſecute the Chriſtians 
In the remoter Provinces, St. Polycarp was 
he firſt that was ſacrificed ; the Flames 
f whoſe Martyrdom ſerv'd for a ſort of 


: Wexcon to light up the Perſecution in Gant 
nd Afr. Tis pretended that Antoninus 


Cc 4 had 


55 Magiſtrates often abuſe their Power, and t. 


ſtians, was to aſperſe their Innocence, and 


_ dence, tranſmitted the Depoſitions of ſome 
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had a Hand in't. For upon the Lord De- 
puty of Gals writing to the Emperour i 
to know his Pleafure about ſome Chriſti- 2 
ans in Cuſtody, his Anfwer was, that he 
would have him execute thoſe who confeſs'd, i 
and diſcharge the reſi. But here 'twas none 
of his intention to make the owning of 
Chriſtianity Capital; his meaning was on- 
ly that thoſe ſhould ſuffer who could not 
clear themſelves of the Crimes charg d up- 


on them. For the Governours of Pro- 


vinces, and inferiour Magiſtracy, perceiv- Wi 
ing that the only way to oppreſs the Chri- g 


ſurprize the Emperour by Miſin formation; 
Upon this View, they uſed to load the e 
Indi#ment, and make the pretended Cri- 
minal as black as poſſible 3 the Particulars 9 

of which they took care to ſpecify in their 
Packets to Court; And to fortify the Evi- 


bribed, or friglited Slaves, who being ſet 
upon the Rack, confeſs'd what they had e 
a mind to, And thus having gain'd a ge- 

neral Order by miſrepreſenting Matter of 
Fact, they explain'd it to their own Hu- 
mour, and did what Miſchief they pleas'd. | 
And don't ſuch Miſmanagement as this 
ſometimes happen under the beſt Empe- 
rours? Don't their Viceroys, Generals,and 


misbe- 4 
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Mrriſdiction ? And would it not be unrea- 
ſti-Pnable to charge the Violence, and In- 
he Wſtice of the Miniſtert, upon the miſin- 
Erpreted, and miſapply'd Orders of the 
Prince? He that conſiders the Circum- 


Ine 

of Wances of Time, and Place, together with 
n- We Temper of Autorinus, his Good Na- 
10t ure, his Juſtice and Reſolution ; he that 
1p- Wonſiders this can never believe that he 
ro- Would ſet a Perſecution on Foot after ha- 
iv- Jing, ſo long, and fo Publickly declar'd 
7i- Weainft it ? that he ſhould doit when he 
nd Fas ſole Soveraign, and at a time too, when 


Ihe Plague and the War, had almoſt diſ- 
Peopled the Empire. How can this pre- 
ended Severity be reconciled with the 


ars Emperours Maxim, that thoſe who miſc the 

cir Nruth, are miſtaken againſt their Will, and 

vi- Weſerve more to be pittied than hated : TO * Bock xi. 
me Ponclude; we have one certain Argument $8. +8. 
ſet Wore that Antoninus was no Per — 
ad Pecauſe there were no Martyrdoms at 

ge- Nome during his whole Reign and Reſi- 

of Hence; nor ſo much as one drop of Chri- 

u- tian Blood ſhed within the Bill. of Mor- 

d. Walrty. | 

1is Before the Year for Verus's Mourning 

de- Fras expired, | Antoninus married his, a, 
nd Daughter again to Claudius Pompetarns ; Dom. 170, 


Mhis Perſon was ſomewhat old, and no 
_ more 


EL chemo in tw fol 


. 
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more than the Son of a Private Gentle. 
man; but then he had all the Recomen- 
ding Qualities imaginable, and was fit to 'W 
be prefer d to the higheſt Poſts of Truſt and 
Honour : His Fidelity and Courage, his] 

Probity and old Grave way of Living, his 
Experience, and his Reputation too, were 
all extraordinary, Theſe Conſiderations 1 
made the Emperour chuſe him before No- 

blemen of the beſt Quality and Figure; 
for Virtue, and Merit were the Things he 
moſt valued, and always prefer'd to For-. 
tune and Birth. The young Empreſs and 
her Mother were not over-much pleas'd 1 
with this Match; but Antoninus having 
taken care that his Daughter ſhould not 
ſuffer in her Privileges, nor fink in any 
part of her Quality, they both of them 
were ſatisfied at laſt. As for 2 ſhe 
was of Opinion her Daughter had loſt no- ? 
thing, as long as ſhe was continued in the 
Title, and State of an Empreſs : And La- 
eilla who had a mind to have her Liberty, 
and follow her Fancy, was ſomewhat #F 
pleas'd that ſhe had taken rather a Valet, 
than a Husband. | 
Thus Antoninus having put his Daugh- 
ter into good Hands, ſet forward to put 
an end to the War againſt the Marcomanni, 
who having now the Pnad:, Sarmatæ, 


Pandales, and other Nations for their Con- f 
| federates } 
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aderates came on more Fierce and Formi- 
able than before: The Wars againſt 

to Warribal, and the Cimbri, did not carry 

ind Wore Terror along with them: In ſome 

is If the firſt Diſputes, the Emperour had 

li We worſt on't : For probably 'twas in this 

Var, that that Defeat was given to his 

roops, which had likely to have coſt him 

Ihe Loſs of Aguileia, which happen d in 

Ihe manner following. 

Alexander, who pretended to Prophecy, 

Ind whoſe Life is written by Lucian; . uchi 

Shad ſo great a Reputation at that time, in Pſeado- 

Fhat People look d upon him as a kind of wn. 

Dcity : This Impoſtor had the Confidence 

Js (end the Emperour this Oracle in Verſe. 


Gurgitibus fluvis turgeatis ab * 
Inmiſſiſſe duos Cybeles edico Miniſter,” 
Monte feras alitas; tum quantum alit In- 

dicus aer 
Florum atq; Herbarum beneolentum ; moxgq; 


» futura eſt, 
| EtVilloria, pax & amabilis, && Decus 


ingens. 
Iwo Slaves of Cybel's, | with Arabian f Two 


| Sweets, Lions. 
Let them be thrown into the Iſter Stream; 
| This 
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Ti Water-Sacrifice will rout the Foe, | ba 
And bleſs the Empire with aglorious Peac f. 


Antoninus comply'd with the Oracle ei 
Aan Che ther out of a Superſtitious Principle, of 
1791, Elſe to ſatisfy the Army, whoſe Spirits lu 
believ'd would be raiſed by ſuch an Ex 
pectation. The two Lions were accord 
ingly thrown into the River, with a great 
Quantity of Sweet Herbs, Flowers, an 
Gums. Theſe Lions had no ſooner croſs d 
the River, but the Enemy knock'd then 
on the Head. Soon after the Battel began; 

and the Roman, were ſo ill handled thai 
they loſt above twenty five thoufand Men 

and were purſued as far as Aquileia, which 
had certainly been taken by the Barbari. 
ans, had not the Emperour rallied his 
Troops and perform'd the part of a brave 

and experienced General. And now the 
Diſhonour his Men had receiv'd, fir d their] 
Courage, and made them fight the better, 
inſomuch that they routed the Enemy, 
* and at laſt drove them out of Pannonia. MW 
ry. While this War was depending, the 
An.Dom Moors harafs'd Spain ; and the Egyptian ef 
0, as ſome Heardſmen as they were call d, being a 
BY An. fort of Banditti, run to Arms, and being e 
9-195 headed by a Prieſt, and one Iſdorns, 4 
Dio. ſtout Fellow, 4 ſurpriz'd a Roman Garriſon. ſj 
The Stratagem was this. They * 
them 


| | 
* 
* 
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emſelves in their Wives Cloaths, and 
etended their Buſineſs was to pay the 
Wovernour of the Fort a Sum of Mony. 
Sis Officer being over Credulous, fell in- 
the ſnare, and had his Throat cut, with 
> reſt of the Garriſon. Thus fleſh'd with Dion. in 
cceſs the Rebels, ſacrificed a Priſoner, Merc lib. 
d over his reeking Bowels, which they 1 
t afterwards, ſwore themfelves deeper Volcr. in 


1 


— 


ane to the Revolt, and that they would ne- O. 6. 
r deſert their Party. Upon this, they 
— countred the Roman Troops, and de- 


Fating them ſeveral times, had made them- 
lves Maſters of Alexandria, if Antoninus 

ad not order'd Caſſius who commanded 
A., to march againſt them. Caſſzns 
"Was too weak to attack theſe Barbariaur, 
ho were both very numerous, and very 
:ſperMe, and led on by a Perſon of ex- 
aordinary Courage: However, he was 
Wcky enough to make a Miſunderſtanding 
their Camp, which Advantage he ma- 

gd ſo well, that at laſt they were rout- 
and diſpers c. | 
The Moors in Spain had no better Suc- c. pitol. 
{5 than the Egyptians, for the Emperour's 
Eenerals cut off a great part of them, and 
Wear'd the Country of the reſt. 

In the mean time Antoninus follow'd 

is blow againſt the Rebels in the North, 

Id fatigued them to that degree, by gain- 


ing 
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"TheEm- kept the Solemnity of the Decennalia, 


perours 


every 


tenth 


Yor of 


their 
Reign 
uſed to 


keep a Re* 


ligious 


Feſtival. 


Capitol. 


Id. 10. 


might never be at a loſs to prove theit 


ing almoſt every Day conſiderable Ad- 

vantages upon them ; that at laſt he made 
them come too, andy ſubmit to his own 
Terms; and then returning to Rome ht 


and obſerv'd thoſe Religious Ceremonie 
which were uſual upon the occaſion. 
During the Peace, the Emperour em. 
ploy'd himſelf in reforming the Laws, and 
correcting the Faults in the Adminiſtrati-J 
on. To give ſome Inſtances. Firſt, 70 
the end that thoſe who were Free-born, 


Privilege, he order'd every Citizen in 
Rome to go to the Treaſury in Saturn] 
Temple, where the Publick Records were 
kept, and there give an Account of the 
number of his Children; and in the Pro- 
vinces alſo he ſet up Offices to Regiſter the! 
Births in every Family. | = 1} 
He very, wifely Prohibited all Enquiries] 

into the Circumſtances and Condition of 1 
the Dead,after the Term of five Years. And 
that Malefactors might not be too long 
unpuniſh'd, nor the Subject ſuffer ſo much 
by the Interruption of the Holy Days ; he 
follow'd Arguſins's Precedent, and leng-} 
then'd the Law Term; ſo that now thei 
Courts ſat two hundred and thirty Day 
in the Year : This Method had two good 

Conſequences ; for thus Cauſes were dis. 


patch 


/ 
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Wtch'd with more Expedition, and a great 
Wany. Temptations to Idleneſs, and De- 
uchery, remov'd out of the Peoples way. 
He took particular care of the Concerns 
Minors, and erected a new Court for 


Dat purpoſe ; the Judge of it was call'd 


tor Tutelaris, becauſe he aſſign'd Cuar- 
et, and tried all the Cauſes depending 
Wtween them and the Ifant. He like- 
iſe made a Supplemental Proviſion to 
De Law call'd Lex Lætoria; which or- 
Wr'd a fort of Guardians to Adult Mi- · Ca. 


„, only in Caſes of Diſtraction or De- tare. 


 Wuchery, whereas all ſuch Perſons were 

u to be under that check without Ex- 
ption, | 
He was ſo careful to prevent unlawful 


Warriages, and to keep ron from run- 


ng within the Prohibited Degrees, that 
null'd a Marriage of many Years ſtand- 


„between a Woman of Quality, + and , H. 


r Uncle, but at the ſame time declar'd Name nas 
Children Legitimate. The Emperour's j/**- 
WF/cript, or Order ſent to this Lady by a 
anumis d Slave, is ftill extant ; &e fone 
the Name of Verws and Antoninus, and 
ery well worth the inſerting, 
The long time you have been married to 
r Uncle, || the Number of your Children, iges. 
Jour being diſpos'd of by your Grand mo- Lab 23. 
- Wer at an Age when you were not * of Tit 11.57; 
under- 


' / ; 
\ 
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underſtanding the Laws, and 11 of on 
Empire, are Conſiderations of Weight will 
ws ; all theſe Reaſons concurring, prevail ul 
on us to allow your Iſſue, 4 this Ma $5 
forty Veats Ben. F. the Nuality, and Pri 
vileges. of their Family, and to male the 
a much Legitimate, as if they had been bon 
in lawful Medlock. 1 

He moderated the Charge of Public 1 

Solemnities, and Entertainments, and le 
ſen'd the Number of the Romas Shew: 
that by this means he might hinder hy 
Subjects from being over-fond of triflinf 
Diverfions, and prevent their Ruin bf 
ſuch unneceſſary Expence, and which wi 
often manag' d ſo unluckily, as to creat 
Mortal Feuds between the beſt Familie 
He likewiſe regulated the Players Salary 
and arder'd it not to exceed ſuch a Sum. 

He took great Care to keep the Streets 
and High-ways in good Repair; He rey 
form'd the Abuſes at Auctiont, and re 
ſtrain'd the Baxkers from taking unreaſo! 
nable Tntereſt. He very much mollified th 

Rigour of the Law by which Aliens wh 
were either Legatees, or Heirs were oblig' 
to pay the twentieth part of what fell t 

them, into the Exchequer; tho'this bur 
then had been in ſome Meaſure mad 


lighter by the Emperour Trajan. He al 


provided that Children ſhould — 
then 


— — — 
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heir Mothers Eſtates, who died Iureſtale. 
The Rowen: had a Law that thoſe who 
ere not Originally Laliant, in caſe th 
DOC for any ce at Rome, ſhould 
blig'd to lay out a Third of what they 
rere worth upon Land in Bly, that ſo 
might look upon that, and the Tow#, + 
their own Country: Antonin relax d 
little upon this Point, and bound them 
d no more than a Fourtn. 
He was particularly careful of the Ho- 
pur, and Intereſt of the Senate. For he 
Wt only remitted a great many Cauſes to 
We Houſe, which uſed to be trycd at the 
until Board ; but alſo impower'd them 
give Judgment without Appeal. He 
lie mmonly reſerv'd the Offices of MÆadila: 
and Tribunes, or Tregſurert, for thoſe · Tb 
Wnators who were decay d in their For- £4 A 
et Ines, provided they were not grown poor %. eb, 

their Vice and Extravagarice: Twas lick Sheng, 
er his way to receive any Perſon into dr,, 


che 


Order, without the Conſent of the weights 


the ole Houſe, nor then till he had ſtrictly 3nd Mere 
hi auired into his Character. When any vey the 
ig Pbleman was ftied for his Life, he al- Buildings, 
H took care to be fully inforni d of the ie 
butter alledg'd againſt. him, arid never * 


ter'd any Commoner, tho' of the beſt 

al(Wnvk, to be contern'd in Cauſes of this 

ture. His Cuſtom was to come to this Capitol 
3 Senate, 
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Sewate, Or Houſe of Lordi, as often as hi 
Affairs would give him leave, tho' he had 
nothing to move; And when he had an) 
"Buſineſs to propoſe, he made no Difficulty] 
to come up to Towr, from the remoter 

Parts of Italy, The greateſt part of th 

*Some. Curators of- Towns, were choſen by hin 

what !'ke Out of the Senate; being perfectly of 4% 

— My: euſtwe's Mind, that a Prince by raiſing th 

Aldermen, Character of the chief Magiſtrates 3 make 

his own Figure ſhine out the better, an- 
fortifies the Royal Authority, which nel 
ther can, nor ought to ſtand upon an) 

other than a Juſt ttom. 1 
His Regards for the Senate did not pre 
vent his Favours coming down to the In 
feriour Magiſtracy, nor indeed from reach 
ing the Subject in general. He neve! 
thought any Perſons, let their Conditior 
be never fo mean, beneath his Concern 
his care ſtoop'd even to the Gladiator. 

and Nopedanters; ordering the firſt t. 

fight with Foirs, or Buttons upon thei 
Swords; and. that the other ſhould hay 
Feather- beds, or Matsſpread under then 
to prevent the danger of a Fall; and frot 
| hence the Cuſtom began of hanging Ne 

| under the Rope a great while after. 
Copitol. He made very [ſevere Laws to fecur 
is the Privilege of burying Places, and t 
pre vent the defaciug of Tombs, and Moni 
Sg T ments 


, è mvv To SER eddy 
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ti 
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ments ; he likewiſe order d that the Poor 
ſhould beburied at thePublick Charge: And 
how inclinable he was to pardon a Malefa- 
&or, we may learn from the following In- 
ſtancez a Captain of a Tropp of Bandiiti, 
who had a mind to be plundering of Rose, 
bethought himſelfofthis Opportunity, He 
goes into Mary's Field in the Suburbs,climbs 
a wild Figtree there, and entertains the Mob 
with abundance of Prognoſtications, telling 
them withal that upon ſuch a day when 
they ſaw him fall off the Tree, and turn him- 
ſelf into a Storke, the Sky would rain Fire, 
and lay the World in Aſhes: The People, 
being generally given to Superſtition, and 
over-eredulous, ſwallow'd this Prophecy 
witha great deal of Belief,and Admiration; 
and in the mean timetheCamerades of this 
Figure-flinger; made their Advantage of 
their Folly, and {trolling from home. When 
the Day for this terrible Metamorphoſis was 
come, the Knave drops off the Fig- tree, and 
in the Tumble, lets a Stork looſe out of his 
Boſom with a good cleanly Conveyance, 
and then dives himſelf out of ſight in the 
Crowd ; The Mob were ſtrangely amaz d at 
this Miracle, and expecting a ſhower of Fite 
would come powdring down upon them, 
made a great hubbub. and confuſion in the 
City. The n being inform'd of this 
Adventure, had the pretended Prophet 
brought before him ; and after having got- 
2 


ten 


_ 


li 
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notwithſtanding his Stoical Gravity, he 
could ſcarcely forbear la 


rather have made uſe of proper Remedies, 
 thanconceaVdtheTnjury : Indeed we can't 
fuppoſe him capable of ſo ſcandalous an 


Vid. Sal. 


mii & 
Caiſuub. 


in Capj- 


taken by his Empreſs Fauſtina ; as we ma 
eaſily perceive by his Letters to her a litt 
before her Death: And beſides, we have 


tain Hiſtorian is of another Opinion, who 


great way in Peoples Belief. 


ton e 6, runs in oppoſing his Private Sentiment 


ten the Truth out of him _ romiſe of 
Pardon, he was as good as his Word, tho 


ughing at the Fel- 
lows Roguery * a 8 | 
He made uſe of all ſorts of Expedien 


to reform the Misbehaviour and DiſordetsW;- 
among Women, and young People of Con- 
dition; not knowing how much his own 
Family was concern d in theſe Misfortunes, 


For he was ſtill ignorant of the Liberties 


reaſon to believe, that had he been ac- 
quainted with her Irregularities, he would 


Indulgence, eſpecially ſince ſuch Abuſe of 
Families was ſevetely puniſh'd in Private 
Perſons by the Rowan Laws. I grant a cet- 


reports, that when the Emperour was ad. 
vis'd by ſome of hls Friends to be Divorc'd 
from Faxſtiv« upon the ſcore of ber ill. 
Conduct, he made Anſwer, I wwit retwrs 

her her Fortune then g Now this jeſt of an 
Anſwer, has taken mightily, and gone: 


I am not ignorant of the Riſque a Man 


again 
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gainſt Authority and common Belief, 
owever ſince there is but one Hiſtorian 
ho delivers this Paſſage, and even he f 
one of the moſt conſiderable for Indif- 
erency, Judgment, and ExaQneſs, one may 
ery well imagine that the Credit of this 
dentence is not ſo much owing to its own 
Truth, as to the Negligence and Inad- 
ertency of thoſe that took it upon Truſt, 
or granting the Empire was really Fa. 
ina's Portion; as we mult ſuppoſe in Fa- 
our to the Hiſtorian, this Aꝝſwer notwith- 
anding would have been improper, and 
nworthy the Character of Antonin; 
ho ſcorn'd to hold the Empire of the 
orld, by ſuch a ſcandalous Texure : But @,;., 
hen the Empire's being Fauſtina's Dower 4. ab 
as ſo far from Matter of Fact, that it dn — 
as really ſettled upon Antonin before chere th 
here was any Proſpect of this Marriage: Emperour 
or when Adrian Adopted this Emperour, (mtg... 
e oblig'd him to a Contract with the of the +. 
Daughter of Lucius Commo1ue, — 
That Satyrical Stage- Jingle upon the #4 ws 
ame of Tertullus, when the Emperour 5, . 
as at a Play, proves nothing; For Auto- 4% 
iu had no neceſſity of taking this Jeſt */. « 
he other made Anſwer at it were with ſome little witticuls 

of Recollectlon, Id %, Taller, Tull. He that put the Hater * 
Lteſtion, being imparient to know the Name. replies, 6047 
y you ? I told your Fays his Friend in the Dialdgur, Ter Tul, 


hat is [have repeated Tullus ter, or Brice, Which is a much 
to ſay they Mm Name is Tartullw, Capitol, 20 


d 3 to 


— — 
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cd0oß himſelf, there being enough beſides to 
* Juſtify the Application. | 
The appearing in great Cities ina Coach, 
2 Horſe-litter, or on Horſe-back, was al- 
ready Prohibited by Adrian This Law 
was reviv'd by Antoninm under expreſs 
Penalties : For he could not endure a Cir- 
cumſtance peculiar to Triumph ſhould grow 
cheap by common Uſage ; And that the 
Subject ſnould take the Liberty of an Equi- 
Page, which even the Emperours deelin'd 
unleſs upon extraordinary Occaſions. 


| He was fully perſwaded that the pre- 
| ferring unworthy Perſons to the Magiſtra- 
| cy, was one of the greateſt Misfortunes 
| 
| 


that could happen to a Prince. And thus 

taking all poſſible Precaution to prevent 

ſuch a Miſchief from himſelf, he never 

made any Difficulty to deny an unreaſo- 

| nable Requeſt : A Perſon of a very ill Re- 

| putation having beg'd an Office of him, 

| he gave him this Anſwer ; Purge your ſelf 

firſt of thoſe bad Reports that go of you + T0 

this the Man preſently replied, Sir, I on 

Several Fudges as great Rakes as my ſelf. The 

Emperour took no notice of his Boldneſs 

but made it his Bufineſs not to give any 

Occaſion to ſuch Reproaches for the fu- 
ture. a 5 it. 

When he found any Perſon qualified toto 

ſerve the Publick, he gave W due wa. 

om- 
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than the rigour of the Læw. He was ſo 


Id. 13. 


| Fhemſelves. Another Judge having mis 


and condemning them in a hurry: He 


look'd upon it as one of the greateſt Hap. 
pineſſes of his Life, never to have been 
unfurniſh'd for this Purpoſe z And return 
Thanks to the Gods for this conſtant OP» 
portunity of doing Good. M 
In the puniſhing Part his Method was 
to mitigate the Sentence, and go lower 


exact in the Buſineſs of Juſtice, eſpecially 
in Criminal Cauſes, that he reprimanded 
one of his Judges ſeverely, for ſlubbering 
over a Tryal of fome Perſons of Faſhion, 


madethe Judge grant the Priſoners a new 
Tryal, and told him withal, That the lea 
thing which a Magiſtrate commiſſion d for 
Juſtice, could do, was to have Patience t 


ar what People of Condition could ſay fo Du 


Hav'd himſelf in a Cauſe of great Concern; 
the Emperour inftead of turning him out, 
made him lye by a little, and aſſign'd higWpal 
Juriſdiction to a Brother of the ſame Bench Ne 
In ſhort, he left no Expedient untryed to 
diſcourage People from doing amiſs, and 
to engage them to their Duty. He re- 
warded their Merits, ſcreen'd their Fail ſir 
ings, and corrected their greater Faults up 


by ſuch a Temper of Diſcipline, as carried the 


more Advantage than Rigour along with nu 
it. FFF os „r. 
= o! 
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As none of the Actions of Princes are 
rithout Force and Example, but do ei- 
her a great deal of Good, or Miſchief to 
heir Subjects, ſo Antoninus making Phi- 
ſophy his Inclination, had likely to have 
een very prejudicial to the Roxrazs : For 
ow the Empire was almoſt over-run with 
retending Sages,who to {punge upon their 
prince; took the Habit, and Title of Phi- 
bert, but left the good Qualities be- 
uind them; inſomuch that they were not 
only burdenſome to Private Families, but 

ven to the State it ſelf. The Emperour 
xing ſenſible of this Diſorder, put a ſtop 
oit. For now the Sham-Philoſophers 
rere thrown out of all Privilege and Fa- 
our granted to that Faculty, and none 
but Men of approv'd Virtue, Character, 
and Merit, taken into the College. 

He us d to ſay that an Emperour ought 
ever to precipitate any Buſineſs, nor diſ- 
patch it, as it were Ex paſſant, and that 
Negligence in little Matters, is ſometimes 
an occaſion of great Miſtakes. When a 

zuſe was before him * he always uſed . , Bo. 
to give the Lawyers what time they dee min Ea. 
ſired in their Argument: For he look d , 
ales upon it as a very raſh and unadvis d Me- ay (auge 
riedthod, to limit a Hearing to ſo many Mi; em- 
rithnutes, without knowing the Extent, or "© 
the Importance of the Matter to be al- 

173 7. 3 ledg'd; 


1 
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ledg'd ; Eſpecially fince Patience is one 
part of Juſtice z And that tis much better 
to ſuffer the Long — twenty 
things Foreign and wide of the Caſe, than 
hinder them from ſaying one that's Mate. 
rial, and to the Purpoſe. He uſed the 
4. Sect. 2, ſame Care and Exactneſs in ſmaller Cauſes 
2s: in thoſe of the greateſt Concern, it be- 
ing his Maxim that J»ſtice ought to be 
uniform, and hold out to the whole length 
of her Adminiſtration, and that nothing 
relating to Right and Wrong was little. 
capicct, And thus he would ſometimes ſpend ten 
1o. or twelve Days upon a Tryal, and keep 
the Council at the Board till Night; nei. 
ther would he ever leave the Senate, till} 
the Conſul had diſmiſs'd the Houſe in this 
' Cuſtomary Form, My Lords, we have 10 
Dio. more trouble to give you : And which made 
| all this Patience and Application the more 
Remarkable, his Conſtitution was but 
weak, he could not bear the leaſt Cold, 
nor venture himſelf with any more than a 
ſlender Meal, which he always eat at 
Night, and took nothing in the Day- 
time but a little Treacle to ſecure his Sto- 
mach. But none of theſe Diſadvantages 
could make him indulge, or neglect any 
of thoſe Publick Functions, which as he 
us d to ſpeak, the Character ofa Prince, and 
Legiſlator, oblig'd him to. s 
He 


— 
_ 
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He could not endure Triflinꝑ, but coun- Capitol- 
d it a great Crime to throw away the 
it Minute to no Purpoſe. That time, 
hich in Compliance to Cuſtom, he ſpent 
the Public Shews, was not altogether 
Wt; for even then, twas always his Me- 

od either to Write, or Read. In his 
Voyages and Expeditions, and when he 
> was moſt embarraſs'd with Buſineſs, he 

ade the uſual Intermiſhons for Sleep, 

Wd Recreation, turn to ſome very ſigni- 

ant Account. Theſe Intervals he gene- 

ly employ'd in converſing with himſelf, 

WW examining his Conduct, the State of 
L is Mind, and the Quality and Condition A 
Ny his Enterpriſes ; Tis to this Vigilance, 

dCare of himſelf, that we are indebted 

dr his Excellent Meditations. By the Date 

f his two firſt Books, we are inform'd 

at the one was written at Carnuntum, 

d the other in his Cewp amongſt the 

Pads, when the Emperour was ingag'd 

the moſt formidable War of his whole 

eign. This great Frugality of Time pro- 


— Rd 


— 


ay-Wuced ſeveral other Pieces which have 
to · Nallen ſhort in the Conveyance. The loſs 
ges f his Commentaries, or the Hiſtory of his 
nyMWite, which he left for his Son's Inſtru- 


ion; is that which is moſt to be lamen- 
. 


He | | Twas 
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ther Courtiers, Burghers, or Senators + Andi 


Capitol, 
32, 


'Twas always his Opinion that the Cre. 
dit and Security of the Government de. 
pended chiefly upon Good Meaſures ; For 
this Reaſon he would never undertake an 
thing in War, or Peace, without the Ad: 
vice of his Privy Council; and which i 
more, not without conſulting thoſe who 
had the beſt Reputation for Senſe, whe. 


here he was ſo far from the Vanity o 
dragging the reſt into his own Opinion, 
that he was always glad of a reaſon to 
follow the Board; and uſed to ſay; I 
much more accountable for me to reſigg to thi 
Advice of ſuch great Men who are all my 
Friends, than that ſo many Wiſe Heads ſhould 
be over-ruled by my ſingle Opinion. And to 
cure that common, but dangerous Miſtake, 
which makes it uncreditable to yield up 
an Opinion, he has left us this ſignificant 
Truth in one of his Meditations, Tht 
a Man that goes in to the Sentiment of 
another, is no leſs at his Liberty than if H 
had ſtuck cloſe to his firſt Thought ; For ti 
purely his own Senſe and Judgment that pre- 
wails with him to alter his Mind. 

He counted ita great Crime to warp the 
leaſt from Veracity and Good Faith; and 
to prevent being ſurpriz'd by the falſe Rea- 
ſoning of thoſe Politicians who pretend, 
that a Wiſe Prince is not to be tyed to 
„„ Ea r his 


F 
* 


— „ 
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hi 


is Engagements, when they diſerve his 
tereſh that 2 are only Things 
F Courſe, nothing but handſome Baits 
d catch the unwary 4 to keep theſe Kna- 
< Principles from getting within him 
e lays down this admirable Maxim, 
hich all Princes are concern'd to take 
otice of; Take eſpecial care ( ſays he) 
Never to count any thing an Advantage that 
L — 72 at one time or other, to break 
wr Nord. 


uently chang'd the Governours of Pro- 
;nces, taking thoſe into his own Hands 
hich had been managed by Proconſuls in 
ehalf of the Senate and Commons, and 
iving them others govern'd by Deputies 


oft confide in, and receiv'd thoſe of 
hich he was leſs aſſur d. 


= nd Viceroys Commiſſionated by himſelf: 
bi nd hete according to Auguſtuss Rule, he 
= NM the People ſuch Provinces as he could 


hat People ſaid of him, not to puniſh ** 
hoſe who took too much Liberty, but to 
earn what was liked, or diſlikd in his 

anagement ; The uſe that he made of 
Publick Cenſure, or Commendation, being 
dnly to recover a falſe ſtep, or go on in a 
Jefenſible Method, with better Aſſurance. 
nd when bis Adminiſtration, or private 
Conduct 


6 * * Book 3. 
As reaſons of State directed; He fre- Sc. 1. 


He loved to be throughly inform d of Cie. 


* 
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| | Conduct wereblam'd without Reaſon, h 

Cuſtom was to reply to the Charge 

ther by Letter or Word of Mouth, not 

much to juſtify himſelf, as to undecei 

Capitol. thoſe that ſpread the Report, and a 

quaint them with Matter of Fact. 

He would never admit of thoſe ove 

2 Ambitious Titles; which us'd 

given to other Princes, nor ſuffer ar 

Temples or Altars to be built for hin 

Being fully convinc d, that the Flattery 

the Subject ſignifies nothing in true Gres 

neſs, that tis the peculiar Privilege 

Virtue, to raiſe up a Monarch tothe God 

and that a Prince remarkable for Juſtice 

has the whole World for his Temple, at 

all honeſt Men will be his Prieſts to we 
ſhip him. 1 vo 

Capitol, The Marcomanni, whoſe Submiſſio 

22. were only to deceive the Emperour, at 

make their Advantage by his drawing o 

levyed Forces again, and Menaced high 

than ever. This Enemy had now. et 

larg'd their Confederacy, and made then 

ſelves more formidable than before, by b 

ing reinforc'd with all the Nations fro 

* From JIllyricum to Gaul. On the other id 

— 4 the Roman Troops were very much l 

bins ſen'd both by Plague, and Service, au 
the Exchequer quite exhauſted-by a lot 

War, inſomuch that the Emperour 57 

i 
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imſelf in greater Difficulties than ever. 

he firſt part of this Misfortune was re- 
died y Ar ye, gw Gladiators, the Ban- 

itti of Dalmatia and Dardania, and the 
/aves too, Which was never done fince 

he Second Punick War. And here tis 

ery Remarkable to obſerve, that the Ro- 

ans were very loath to loſe their Di- 
erſions, to ſave their Skins: They were 
ighty warm to have their Fencers diſ- 
arg d: The Streets were crowded with 
umults, and they were perpetually baw- 

ng out ſuch Sentences as this; What ? Capitol. 
peſt we be condemm d to Senſe in ſpight of *3- 

r Teeth? Are we alf to be made Philoſo- 
bers 5 and neſt never ſee any Prizes, and 

we Sights any more? The Emperour was 

ot in the leaſt ſnock d with this Diſtur- 
ance 4 he was no ſtranger to the Tem- 

er of the People, he knew very well, that 

9 they made a Man a Brute one Day, 
hey'd make a God of him the next, pro- 
ided he maintain'd his Ground, and ſtood 
rm to a reaſonable Reſolution. * Gee Book 
The main Difficulty of raiſing Mony was 4. Sed. 10 
ill behind; which by a Prince of Auto- 

inuss Goodneſs was not ſo eaſily maſtef'd : 

or he could not endure the Thought of 
Waying any new Taxes upon the People. 

he beſt and quickeſt Expedient for a pla. n 


und, which he could pitch on, = to panegyn 
Ol- : 0 
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follow the Precedent of Nerve and — 
and (ell the Furniture of his Palace. Ne 
the Subject being not allow'd to ha 
their Houſes ſo richly Furniſh'd, or 
ſerv'd in Gold, or Silver Plate like t 
Emperour; to promote the Sale therefor 
 Antoninus was forced to permit Perſons ( 
Quality to make their Figure and Equ 
page, as magnificent as they — 
on this Liberty the Anion began ; a 

— all the beſt of the Crown Jewels, Painting 
utrop. Criſtals, Plate and Hangings, togeth: 
with the Empreſs's Wardrobe, were ſett 

Sale, and ſo were a vaſt number of ric 
Pearls in Adriaus Cabinet, Now the 

mant who were too poor to carry on t 

War, to ſecure theit Conntry, and aff 

a brave Prince, found is Ain ht 


fn 1 


buy his Furniture: This ion laſte 
two Months, and rais d ſuch a vaſt Suu 
that the Emperour was plentifully ſupply 
fot the Charge of rr At hi 
coming home he publiſh'd a Proclamati 
on to let them know, it would be kind! 
taken if they would return the things 
the Price paid for them, but forc'd ni 
body to part with them againſt their Wil 
Before he took the Field he loſt hi 


Capitol, 


 Foungeſt, Son Ver Cæſar; This Prind 
was but ſeven Years old, and died of at 
Impoſtumation in his Ear, the Phyſician 

£ lancin 


G q 
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111. 


ancing the Tumour before das Ripe. 
e bore this 7 he a Man of 2 
vould not ſuffer 8 Holy Day 

hich happen d at that time, ſhould b 

iſturd d p a Publick Mourning, 4. 
indly to the Phyficians, and — them 
ell for their Abe 3 1 0 was ſatiſ⸗ 
ed in getting a Golden Statue voted for 
is Son, which he order'd to be carried 
bout in a Pompous manner at the Ci cen- 


e Deceas d: Theſe Ceremonies being 
ver, he reaſſum' d his Buſineſs, and 
are of the Government, a having 


beg'd 
e Aſſiſtance of the Gods 9 Sacrificing, 


nd Devotion, ſet forwar againſt the 
ht nemy. 

aſteW This Ex edition was much longer and 
Sun ore Troubleſome than all the reſt. The 
ply Wmperour being come up to Caruumtum 
t ba hich he made his Head Quarters, pafs'd 
nate Danube upon a Bridge of Boats, at 
nde Head of 15 Troops marched on to 
s Wc Enemy, beat them in E ſeveral Diſ putes, 
d nid burnt their Villages; Upon which 
wy veral gfeat Lords of the Confederacy 
rinches, came in, and ſubmitted. One Da 
of al he was ſearching in Perſon for the Foi 
cia a River which __ his Merch, and 
nein Was 


ing amaz'd at the Progreſs of his Victo- 


* 


4n Diverſions; and that the $al;; * ſhould 1. 
ake a Panegyrical Poem in honour of Ron 


— 
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£ was a ſort of Fortification tothe Barbar 
amt ; the Enemy's Slingers on the othy 
fide the Water, diſcharg d ſuch. a Volee « 
Stones upon him, that he had certainly 
been loſt, if his Men had not immediate 
ly come up and cover'd him with thei 
Shields. This ſurprize ſerv'd only to mal 
the Army advance with greater Re ſolui 
on; ſo that paſſing the River in a Heat 

they power'd in upon the Barbariaut, a 
made a great Slaughter of them. Aft 
the Rout, the Emperour went to view thi 
Field of Battel, not to boaſt of his Vidal 
ry, nor entertain himſelf with a blood 
Spectacle; but to weep over the Wound 
and Misfortune of the Dead; and to pry 

ſerve thoſe who were not paſt help; a 
before he marched any farther he offer 

Sacrifices upon the Place. 

Dio. Ba- The Quad concluding, and that re 
ren; An- ſonably enough, they ſhould be purſue; 
Ann Chri- left ſome Companies of Archers, ſuppo 
fl, 176. ted by a Body of Horſe, to skirmiſh wit 
the Enemy, and pretend to diſpute t 
Ground: And here the Romans preſs d 

with more Courage than Caution, a fa 
not uncommon in thoſe who have t 
better of the Day. They attack'd t. 
Archers with great Vigour, who accori 
ing to Orders gave way; and counterfei 
ing a haſty Retreat, drew the Roman it 
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p a ſort of Deffle, and enclos d them be- 
Neoeena 8 of ſteep and ſandy Moun- 
ins. The Emperour's Men, not percei- 
ing the Danger they were in; and think- 

g nothing too hard for their Bravery, 
pught very briskly at firſt, notwithſtand- 
g the Diſadvantage of the Ground : The 
nemy were not ſo eager to puſh the 
oint, but ſtood barely upon the Defen- 
ve, being unwilling to run a hazard for 
== Advantage, which a little Patience 
rould put into their Hands. The No- 
„, were at a loſs to explain this Con- 
uc, till the exceſſive Heat pent in be- 
een the Mountains, till their Wounds, 
cir Wearineſs, and their Thirſt, made 
em ſenſible of their Error. Then, when 
as too late, they underſtood, that they 
puld neither Retreat, nor Fight, that 
1ey muſt either. be ſcorch d, and parch'd 
d Death, or have their Throats cut by 
je Enemy. And now things were brought 
d that Extremity, that neither Anger, nor 
deſpair could raiſe their Spirits : The 
mperour who was much more concern'd 
dr their Misfortune than his own, rid 
dout the Army, and endeavour'd both 
y Perſwaſion and Sacrifice to reaſſure 
em, and retrieve their Courage: But 
ey had no Faith in their Devotions, and 
either Rhetorick, nor Religion, ſignified 
@ 2 any 


— 
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the moſt lamentable Condition imaginable 


at the ſame time; And many of them 


any thing, And now being harraſs'd, and 
juſt ſpent by the Heat of the Weather, 
the Enemy prepar'd to attack them-: 8% 
that expecting no manrier of Relief either L 
from their Courage, their Forturie, or theirf 
Gods, they look d upon rhemſelves as juſt 
ready to be Sacrificed : And now when 
there was nothing but Groans and How. 
ling to be heard, and Things appear d inf 


all on the ſuddain the Sky was over- caſt. 8" 
the Sun ſnrowded, and a prodigious Showrſ 
powr'd down upon their Camp. Theſeh 
poor Wretches, who look d more likel 
Ghoſts than Men, and had ſcarcely ſtrengtiſ 


to ſtand on their Feet, were ſomewhat.” 


_ xeviv'd at the fight of this unexpectei 


Rain; and imagining they ſhould find. 
more of it by marching farther, preſs! 
forward, and at the ſame time held u nc 
their Months, their Head- pieces, and then k 
Shields to catch the Water. 

The Romans were too buſy in quenching 
their Thirft; to mind Diſcipline, and kee 
their Ranks ; And thus their Forces being 
in ſore Diſorder, the Barbariamt not willing 
to loſe the Opportunity, charg'd then 
on all ſides. The Romans fought and dranihi 


ſwallow'd down their own Blood, whic! 


running from their Wounds, mix'd it « 
with 


Mascus AxToninus.— Ixix 
ith the Water they had provided. 
\er Notwithſtanding this ſeaſonable Relief 
oo Weir Caſe was very deſperate, for ſtill 


het here was no hopes of holding out againſt 
he Force and Fury of the Enemy: when 


0 


Wally : . 
ut” another extraordinary Providence no 
hen els ſurprizing than the former, the ſame 


louds which refreſh'd the Romans with 
Rain, diſcharg'd a ſtorm of Hail, mix'd 
ith Thunder, and Wildfire, in a-terrible 
nanner upon the Barbarians. And thus 
hile the firſt quench'd their Thirſt at 
heir Leiſure, the other were burnt, and 
Imoſt roaſted by a Fire which was paſt 
heir Skill to Extinguiſn. Some Hiſtori- 


DW. 
1 inf 
ble. 
alt, 
OWN 
Jeſeſ 
like 


4 
y 
* 
* 
Ad 
4 


os ns report, that when any of this Wild- 
gell re happen d to light upon the Romars, 
rat did them no diſſervice, whereas on the 
ther hand, the Rain which fell amongſt 
* he Barbarians, was like Oyl thrown into 


2 Furnace, and made the Flames rage the 
ercer ; inſomuch that chey cried out for 
ater to cool the ſcalding of the Rain: 
lay tis ſaid many of them wounded them- 
elves, io try if they could put out the Fire 
ith their own Blood ; And that abun- 
lance of the reſt came with their Wives 
ind Children, and ſurrendred to the No- 
ans, that they might have the Benefit of 
hat miraculous Showr which was ſo fa- 
ourable to them. Thoſe who yeilded 
e3 were 
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Dio. Lam- 
prid. in 
Helioga- 


Sed. e. 


5 


Capi. ol. 
LO 


were treated with great Clemency by th 
Emperour ; But the Soldiers, who wen 
more enraged at the Affront they had re 
ceiv'd than affected with the Danger thei 
had eſcap'd, cut all in pieces that dur. 
make any Reſiſtance, routed the reſt, ani 
took a great many Priſoners. 1 
The Means and Occaſion of this Deli 
verance are variouſly reported. Some ſaiiſſa 
that one Arnuphis, an Egyptian Magiciaia, 
rais'd this Storm, at the Emperours Inc 
ſtance, by the Strength of his Enchant Hr 
ments. For who can imagine that among e 
ſuch a Number of Heathens over-growiMe 
with Folly and Superſtition, there ſhoulWin 
not be a great many very forward to gig 
away the Honour of the Miracle to the 
own Religion? But this Conjecture is ealWif | 
ly confuted by Artoninws in his firſt Boot (i 
* where he tells us, that he was better Ind 
ſtructed than to be led away with the Im 


ſtures of Wizards, and Fighre-flingers, w! 


pretend they can Diſcharge Evil Spirits, aun 
eo ſtrange Feats by Virtue of a Charm. at 
Others who had a great Opinion of ti 
Emperour's Virtue and Piety, which ir 
deed were ww AT I, imputed thiWre: 
re 


wonderful Reſcue to the Prevalency of hi 
Prayers. To confirm this, tis ſaid whe ind 
the Day was juſt upon the Point of beim a 
loſt, the Emperour lifting up his — ng 
map ad 
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adreſsd himſelf to Heaven in this man- 
er: O Lord the Author of Life, I humbly 
plore thy Aſiſtance,and lift up thoſe Hands 


WW thee which were never ſtain d with Hu- 


„„ Blood. | 
JW The great Pains the Heathers took to 
SÞrry off the Honour of this Miraculous 
Deli vent, proves thus much at leaſt, that we 
ve no reaſon to queſtion the Matter of 


act. However, if we wanted this Teſtf- 
Pony, the Truth of the Hiſtory may be 
Proved by other Records of unqueſtiona- 
We Credit. Not fearing therefore the 
Wenſure of being over-credulous, or ha- 
ning a mind to ſupport the Chriſtian Re- 
sion by Fable and falſhood : An Artifice 
nee which our Holy Faith has no manner 
f need; Being ſatisfied I ſay of the Truth, 
WT ſhall produce the Evidence: And here 
luz deſire to know with what fair pretence 

f Reaſon the Fact can be doubted when 

Wis vouched by Authors, who lived at the 
me time: The Relation is this. The 
aptain of the Guards having acquainted 
1e Emperour, that God never denied 
Iny thing to the Chriſtians, that he had a 
great Number of that Perſiaſion in the 


nd that he thought it adviſeable for his 
lajeſty, to try if their Prayers could diſ- 
F"g2ge him, ſince there was nothing to be 
ac; d4 ex- 


elitene Legion, a Town of Cappadocia, xiphilin 
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expected from any other Quarter; upor 
22 Emperour order d theſe Chriſt 
ans to be brought before him, and defired| 
them to pray to their God for him 
Which being done, their Prayers wen 
immediately heard, and by the ſtrange Di 
ſtinction, and Pointing of the Storm, 'twai 
demonſtrably apparent that they belong 
to the true God. who had the Winds an 
Thunder at command, and had often de 

| liver'd his Servants by ſuch an extraodi. 

| nary Interpoſition. ; 
Antoninus being too juſt to ſtifle the 
Miracle, wrote to the Senate in favour of 

the Chriſtians, and order'd thoſe ſhoul; 

be puniſh'd with Death, that inform'd a 

gainſt them; A very clear Argument that 
| e believ d the late Deliverance was allo 
_ it owing to their Prayers. Tertyllian, and 
5.ad.Scap, ſeveral other Writers, about the ſame tim 
c. mention this Letter, and argue upon it 
which they durſt not have done had 

not been well known, and unqueſtiona- 

bly Authentick. For a Forgery of thi 

kind, would only have ſerv'd to enflam 

the Perſecution, and make their Cauſe { 

much the worſe. But the preſerving thi 
Record would have been too great a bloy 

to the Heathen Religion. This Spirit oi 
Falſhood and Impoſture, was no doubt the 
occaſion that this noble Teſtimony toll! 


2 


On 


"nd 4) A mw 


— * 
2 Ke} = 


Ilxxiy The Life of the Emperour 


was to check the Heat and Fury of hi 


From 
this place 


the Em · gian Sarmate, the moſt warlike Nation off 


tour 
ares his 


firſt Book, 


and pro- 
bably it 
lay in 


ſome pare march firſt, made their way over a Bridge 
of the leſ- 


ſer Tarta» 
ry. 


Villages on each ſide. His Troops paſſing 
the River in ſpight of the Reſiſtance off 
the Slings and Archers, attack d the Bur 
barians briskly, who after having ſtoodf 
the firſt Shock, and loſt their beſt Men 
ave way and retreated. And here th. 
1 made a horrible Slaughter of them 
the Field was all ſtrew'd with Carcaſſes 


and the greateſt trouble the Emperour had 


Soldiers, who as weary as they were 
ſeem d to Refreſh themſelves by cutting 
the Throats of the Enemy. There was i 
great Number of Priſoners taken, and 4% 
toninus had ſome of their Kings brought 
in Chains to him, with their Wives and 
Children, 

After this Victory the Emperour 
march'd his Army to the River Gran, 
* which parts the Luadi from the Jaxy 
all the Barbarians z Beyond this River 
there was another, and the Sarmate wer 
encamp'd upon the Ground between them 
The Thun ring Legion being order'd to 


of Boats, and planted their Colours upon 
the Bank of the ſecond River; and the 
Sarmatians that oppos'd them were almoſt 
all either drown'd, or kill'd : In the mean n 
time the whole Army paſs'd, and Au. 

ini 
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inus after having firſt ſacrificed, mark d 
ut his Camp between the two Rivers, 
„ad order'd the throwing up Retrench- 
Wents. The Barbarians being ſurpriz d at 
en W's Succeſs,diſpatch'd Ambaſſadors to him, 
Nut their Propoſals proving too ſnort, Au- 
in bid them found a c_ and 
rew out his Men againſt the Enemy. 
he Thunder Legion again paſs'd the Ri- 
Per firſt in the Emperour's Sight, and at- 
cd the Jazygiar Cavalry with ſo much 
ine Nravery, that they forged them to wheel 
ff, and Ride fort. Upon this the Ro- 
42: were Maſters of the Field, and Fo- 
ge, and brought off a great many Pri- 
ners, and Cattle: And all the Neigh- 
ouring Inhabitants ſent their dubmiſſi- 
Ins to Antorinws, and beg'd a Peace of 
im. He receiv'd all their Hoſtages, and 
aving Intelligence that the great Men of 
he Country, were accor ing to Cuſtom 
Net in a ſolitary Pl r Conſultation 
de order'd his Troops to march, an 
ov'd with ſo much Speed and Conduct, 
hat he ſurpriz'd the Barbarians before 
hey had any notice of his Approach. 
bey were aſtoniſh'd at ſo unexpected a 


ed, threw themſelves at his Feet. The 
WF mperour ſent them off into his Camp, 
Ind advanc'd with the beſt of his Forces 
to 


ight, and being more amaz d, than frigh- 
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cd—.unttack their Army, which was encamp gi, 
between a Fen cover'd with Reeds on oni 
ſide, and a Foreſt on the other. TH 
fight was obſtinate enough, and the Ri 
mars Blood was ſo heated upon this Oct 
caſion that after they had broken thy 
Sarmations, kill'd a great many of them 
and ſet all the Country on Flre, they wen 
Queſting with Flambeaux to pick up th 
Enemy that were hid in Foreſts an, 
Marſhes, And here Artoninw's BehavioulW®, 
was ſo remarkably Noble, that tis mow 
for his Honour than the VIctory it ſelff 
For he went in Perſon into the Wood 
and amongſt the Reeds, to preſerve tho 
_ Wretches, encouraging them to trulf 
us Clemency, and ſurrender themſelval 
All theſe Advantages were not ſutfhcient 
to put an end to the War ; there was ſtill 
wanting a more compleat Victory for 
finiſhing ſtroke, But this was a hard ma 
ter to come at, in regard the Barbarians all 
ways fought with Reſerves, and wou!: 
never venture their Fortune with thei 
whole Force. Antoninus perceiving th: 
beſt part of the Seaſon was over, ſpar' 
no pains to bring the Expedition to: 
Point: And therefore without loin! 
time in treating with Ambaſſadors, ſenil 
to him from all Quarters, more for Amulcy 
Sent, than Submiſhon, he choſe rather : 
mal 
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bake up to the Place whither they had 
ithdrawn their beſt Effects, and where 
eir main Body lay encamp'd, This En- 
rprize was ſo much the more hurardout, 
cauſe the March was long, the Ways 
Wmoſt Imprafticable, his'Troops perpe- 
Wally harraſft'd by the Barbarievs, in 
Wuch that they were forced to move ve 
= lowly, for fear of falling into an Am- 
ccade, or fighting _; Ground fo 
Want of knowing the Country, But th 
Difficulties at laſt were all luc * got over: 
Ind Artoninw came up to the Place where 
e Searmations lay encamp'd, between the 
fey which was frozen over, and a great 
ood, Arid having concerted how to 
cttack the Enemy in ſuch a Poſt of Ad- 
len e he drew up his Army in Bartalia, 
e Borbaricrs did the ſame : And thus 
de Charge being ſounded, the Roman 
Whrew their Darts, and your in upon 
he Enemy, who receiv'd them with great 
ourage. The Fight was long and (mart, 
nd the Romans being almoſt aſham'd to 
ind ſo much Reſiſtance, exerted them- 
elves with unuſual Bravery, and preſs d 
he Sarmatian Cavalry ſo hard, that at 
aſt they were forced to give way, and 
treat to the fer - And here making a 
and upon the Ice, the Imperial Infantry 
Fame immediately up with them. And 
now 
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now the Fight was renew'd with great 
Fury than before z for the _ per 
celving the Roman not uſed to fight up 
on Ice, and ſcarcely able to keep thei 
Feet, concluded they would not abide th 
Shock: Preſuming upon this Advanta: 
they immediately rallied,and charg'd then 
on all ſides. Antoninus Infantry were ſha 
ken a little at the firſt onſet, and had been 
abſolutely loſt had not the Soldiers reliev'( 
themſelves by a new Invention in the uſt 
of their Shields : Theſe they threw upon 
the Ice to ſtand firm with one Foot; And 
having thus recover'd themſelves, thei 
made head againſtthe Enemy, ſeiz'd ther 
Bridles, catch'd hold of their Bucklers and 
Lances, and pull'd them ſo cloſe to them, 
that at laſt they were drag'd off their 
Horſes. For theſe Barbarians having but 
ſlight Armour were in no Condition to 
reſiſt the Romans, who were well arm 
Cap 4 Piè. In ſhort, of all this vaſt Num 
ber of Sarmatians, but a ſmall Party 
eſcap'd, by running off into the Foreſt, or 
into ſome Camp they had fortified. The| 
Emperour not loſing time in the purſuit 
of thoſe that fled, Attacke d them in theit * 
Retrenchments, and carried his Point not- 
withſtanding a ſtout Reſiſtance of the E- 
nemy, who look'd upon theſe Poſts a 
their laſt Refuge and Security, and de. 
fended them accordingly, Af 
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Philoſte. 


This Jeſt did much more harm to him th 
fpoke it, than to thoſe 'twas broke upar 
or the Countenance of the Quin 


in vit. l was by no means unferviceable to D 


Philoſtr, 


ſtratus, and Praxagoras x = 


The Emperour and the Emprefs adm 
ted them ſeveral times into the * 
heard them upon the Subject of their Con 
miſſion, and treated them with ſo mud 
Diſtinction, that Herod took notice of | 
not in the leaſt doubting, that Awtorin 
favour'd the Atheniant in Complaiſancet 
Fuuſtina, and at the Inſtance of one of hi 
Daughters, who appears for them. Thu 
Herod being diſturb'd with Jealouſy, an 
extreamly tronbled for the loſs of two fin 


Slaves (whom he call'd his Daughters, 


juſt kill'd with Lightning, being thus rut 
fled to a degree of Rage and Impatien 

away he hurries in the Morning to tl 
Emperour, and behaving himſelf with 


great deal of Paſſion, inſolently tells hin 


bus I am rewarded for my Trouble wit 


| Verus, mom you ſent for Iuſtruck iom to 


Houſe ! Call you this Juſtice to ſacrifice m 
to the N of Re ud — oy itil 
Girl 2 At this the Captain of the Guard 
was juſt ſtepping fofward, either to tak 
him by the Collar, or cut his Throat; 
but was prevented by Autoninus, wh 
without either changing * 0 

| OWin! 
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owing the leaſt ſign of Diſſatisfaction, 

nor n'd to the Athentanr and told them, 
ntlemen, you may open your Cauſe and go 
with it, notwithſtanding Herod is not at 
ent in the Humour to hear you. Demo- 
tvs harangu'd, and argued with ſo mueh 
rce, that he drew Teats from the Em- 
onrour, who finding the Manumis'd Slaves 
Herod moſt in fault, let all his Diſplea- 
e fall there, tho' according to his uſual 
mency, he did not go to the Rigour of 

Caſe with them neither: The Father 
the two young Women, that were kill'd 
h Lightning had his Puniſhment whol- 
remitted z for he was ſufficiently pu- 
h'd already, the Emperour ſaid, by the 
of his two Daughters, 

hoſe who report that Herod was ba- 
hd to Epirws, ſeem'd to miſtake his re- 
thing a great while at Oricum in that Coun» 
, for a Baniſhment z occaſion'd by a 
hing Sickneſs he was ſeiz'd with, at his 
wilfſghurn from Pannonia. For in earneſt · lung: 
ich way can we reconcile this Exile ry. 
h H:rod's Letter ſome little time after 
lit the Emperour, in which he takes the 
laraſhedom to Expoſtulate, why his Majeſty 

tal not do him the Honour of his uſual 
oat Wrreſponderice by writing? And tells 
who, that be had formerly received thres 
e, Or iers from him in a Day, and deſires to 
Win! | f * know 


mn 
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hnow whether that time was never to ci 
again ? This Opinion is farther confuts 
by Antoninus Anſwer, in which he cal 
Flered his Friend, and after having ju 
mention'd his Winter Quarters, expreſs 
his Grief for the Death of his Empre 
and given ſome Account. of his own 
Health, he adds, I wiſh with all ary He 
that this may find you well, that you would 1 
queſtion the Continnance of my Kind neſs, n 

fancy I have done you any wrong 7. 
fome Male factors, who were uſed more 
vourably than they deſerud : Pray don't 

this Matter trouble you ; and if. I have d 
oblig'd you any other way, or given you i 
leaſt Uneafineſs ; I would have gon dem 
SatisfaFion of me in Minerva Temple 
Athens, at the Initiating Myſteries ; Me 
notwithſtanding the Heat of the War, 1 Wy 
very defirons of being Initiated there, « 
would gladly have the Ceremony perfaras d 
your fel f. A Prince does not uſe to wi 
in this manner to a banifh'd! Subject. Wh: 

As ſoon as the Spring came on, Anti 
nus not being willing to give the Barbuſlis 

an, time to raife new Forces, took t 
the Field to prevent them. And havi 
paſs'd the Danube he fought the Encn 

ſeveral times and routed them; inſomu 
that at laſt deſpairing to make Head hrtie 

gainſt a General fo remarkable for CMH va 
Tat 
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ge, Conduct, and Indefatigable Induſtry, 
2 ſerit to beg a Peace, and offer him 
oſtages. So that now all his time was 
ken up in giving Audience to Ambaſſa- 
ors, and in receiving a great many Kings 
ho came in Perſon todo their Homage. 
he King of the Sarmatians, whom we 
ay imagine was no ſmall Prince, re- 
pr'd him a hunder'd thouſand Romun 
ifoners, which he had taken, and gave 


m eight thouſand of his Troops, the 
re \eateſt part of which were ſent away a- 
t inſt the Britains. And here the Em- 


d rour adjuſted the Articles to the Tem- 
r of the People he had to deal with; 
mad either rais d or relax d the Rigour of 
ple Ne Terms, according as he found the Peo- 
Ne more or leſs inclin'd toa Revolt: And 
I they were all diſpos d to comply with 


„ < 
17 d 
ö WI 
der 
PI 


at was put upon them, inſomuch that 
e Country of the Marcomanni, Quadi, 
d Sarmatians, had all been made Pro- 
ces of the Empire, if the News of Caſ- 
s Rebellion had not happen'd, who 


arbuWs ſo hardy as to aſſume the Imperial 
ok le, and ſet up for himſelf in Syria at 
haviie ſame time. This News was a ſurprize 

on the Emperour, and rais'd the Spirits 


the Barbarians ; who valuing their Li- 
ties mach above their Honour, took 
Lvantage of the rr and obliged 

2 At 


- 
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Dio. Antoninus to ſoften the Articles in a gr 
Meaſure, and to make a New Treaty 
much more in their Favour than that the 
had ſworn. And this in all likelyhood 
the Reaſon, why Antoninus, contrary t 
his Cuſtom,omitted therecital ofthe Cor 
ditions of this Peace, in a Letter whid 
he wrote to the Senate to acquaint the: 

with his Proceedings. , 
The Deſign of ſeizing the Empire coul 
never have been projected by a Perc 
more likely to ſucceed than Caſſizs. - Fo 
to give him his due, he was qualified 
all Points proper for his Purpoſe. II 
Victories won by him in Armenia, Arabi 
and Egypt, had; gain d him the Eſteema 
Love of the Soldiers. To give ſome p 
of his Character; he was very ſtout in! 
Perſon, and frin*to his Reſolution, adn 
rable at Fatiguing, andnoleſs a Libertit 
in his Pleaſtires' when he thought the 
ſeaſonable ; prodigal of his own Fortur 
and wild to make himſelf Maſter of an 
Volcat. io ther Bodies. His Qualities were goven 
i by his Intereſt; and he was either Goo 
natur'd, or Severe, Profane, or Religiot 
as occaſion'd ſerv'd. He had improv'dt! 
Natural Craftineſs of his Temper by P: 
ctiſe, and Pains : He had an extraordi 
ry Talent to guild his Character, and q 


ver his Deformities, to conceal Vice, a! 
; Com 
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ounterfeit Virtue : He was the Man that 
ſtor'd the old Diſcipline in the Army, 
the exacting of which he was ſo ſevere, 
at he call'd himſelf Marizs the ſecond, 
nd would never be perſwaded to pardon 
he leaſt Fault. 
To giveſome Inſtances of his Rigour: ba. 
e always executed his Soldiers immedi- 
tely, who took any thing by force from 
10 Town where they kept Garriſon. 
Vhen he had the Command of the Army 
Germany, ſome of his Auxiliaries hap- 
en'd to ſurprize a Detatchment of three 
houſand Sarmatians, by the Danube, very 
uch in Diſorder. Upon this Advantage 
ey fell on, and cut them in Pieces: But 
aſſius inftead of Rewarding the Captains 


f theſe 2 had every Man of 
5 


hem Crucified; letting them know that 
hey had no Liberty to fight without Or- 
ers, For how could they tell but that 
hey might have fallen into an Ambuſh, 
nd expos d the Arms of the Empire to an 
\ffront : Beſides the Authority and Force | 
pf Diſcipline muſt be loſt this way. * This via. 
everity was look d upon as a moſt Ty- 1-1 
annical piece of Cruelty, and occaſton'd Oh th 
terrible Mutiny in the Camp. Ce 14. 
earing a Tumultuous Noiſe, ſteps out. of 
Wis Tent unarm'd, and coming up to forme 
f the moſt daring Mutincers, with a me— 
f 3 nacing 
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nacing Look, ſpeaks ſternly to them, Sol. 
diere, ſays he, you'd beſt murther your Ge 
neral, and add Villany to your Ungovern, 
[ bleneſs. This bold ſtroak frighten'd the 
| Soldiers, who are moſt afraid where the 
are leaſt fear d, and diſhearten'd the Ene 
[ mies, who concluding that an Army un 
I der ſuch exact Diſcipline, where even 
| Victory out of Rule was puniſh'd, mul 
needs be invincible, made it their Buſineſ 

to negotiate a Peace. 
Voleat. 1 Farther, Caſſius was the firſt who or 
Caſſio. 3. der d the Hands of Deſerters to be chop! 
off, or their Hams cut, and forbid th 
Soldiers carrying any other Proviſion bu 
Bacon, Biſcuit, and Vinegar. He muſter! 
his Men every Week, examin'd their Arm 
and their Cloaths, and oblig'd them to b 
wid. . Exerciſed, For 'twas a ſhame, he ſaid, ſin 
Wraſtlers, and Fencers were always prd@iſin 
in their Faculty, that Soldiers ſhould n 
be uſed to Training, who when they are ky 
in conſtant Exerciſe find it much more eg 
than otherwiſe : He would not endure an 
thing of Luxury, or unneceſſary Accom 
modation in the Camp : And when an 
Soldier was catch'd ina Fault of this kind 
he would not ſuffer him to go into i 
ters all the Winter: This Rigour in Dif 
cipline made Antoninus give him the Con 
mand of the Legions which Veras's = 
| tio! 


Ixxxv1 The L 


— 


— 


Maxcus Axroxixus. IXxXXVii 


lition had Debauch'd in Syria; upon this 

dccaſion the Emperour wrote the follow- 

ng Letter to one of the Governours of his 

PrOVINCes. = 
J have. given Caſſius the Legions which . — in 

he Luxuries of Syria and Daphne hne 

ade good for nothing, and which Ceſonius 

/eCtilianus found perfectly emaſculated, und 

Imoſt drown'd in the hot Baths. Iperſwade 

y ſelf you will like my Fancy, eſpecially fence 

ou know Caſſius. to be a Commander of great 

Strictneſc, and that he comes up to the Diſ- 

ipline of the old Caſſii. Ton remember the 

amows Verſe in Ennius, who was no ill Poet. 


Go back for Diſcipline to former times, 
Old Cuſtoms are the Nations main ſupport. 


All that I have to deſire of you ir, that the 
Irmy may not want Proviſions, and if Fun- 
erftend Caſſius, I dare engage he give 4 
pood Account of it. 


The Anſwer wrote by this Governour 
anto the Emperour, will give us a farther 
onWlight into the Character and Reputation 
anWot Cain; Tis this. 2: 


Your Majeſty has made an Bxccllent Choiee 
i diſpoſing the Legions of Syria to Caſſius; 
For tis highly neceſſary that an Army de- 
baxch'd by the Luxuries of Greece, ſhould 
be put under a good ſevere General, In ear- 
t191 : f & well 
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neſt hel quickly pull them out of their ho 
Baths, and perſwade them to fight withou 
| Noſegays, and Eſſences : The Proviſions fu 
[ the Troops are ready : Indeed there's no fea 
of ſearcity under a good Commander; For in 
ſuch a Caſe, both the Demands, aud the Ex 

penre; are uſually very moderate. 
Dio. \. This Caſſews notwithſtanding the Strid. 
- neſs of his Government was born in Syria 
a Country not at all remarkable for Sobri. 
ety of Manners. He was the Son of that 
| Famous Rhetorician, Heliodorus, who by 
| the Strength of his Elocution was mad: 
Secretary of State to Adrian, and after: 
wards Viceroy of Egypt. | 
Nov tho Fortune can't change the Cir: 
cumſtances of Birth, yet it often puts Mer 
upon Projects in Genealogy. Caſſius was 10 
fooner mounted in his Station, but he be 
gan to bethink himſelf of drawing a De it 
ſcent from that old Caſſius, who was con 
cern d in a Plot againſt Julius Ceſar - Fo 
in Heraldry the ſame Name oftentime 
makes two Thirds of a Proof. Having 
founded his Pedigree upon this Pretency, 
he endeavour'd to fortify his Claim by: 
Conformity of Manners. Like old Caſſiu 
he always had an Averſion to the ver 
Name of an Emperour ; and, yentur'd to 
— . ſay, That there was nothing more intolerabliſ 
ta the State than this Title, which _ thi 
| bs Parti 
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barticular unfortunate Circumſtance in it, 
hat he who went. about. to ſuppreſs it in ano- 2 
her, was forc d to take it upon himſelf. Like 
is pretended Anceſtor he valued himſelf 
pon his Inclination to reſtore the old Li- 
derty : And uſed to hint, That if the Gods Ibid. 13. 
ould but Countenance à good Cauſe, the Caſ- 
i would ſet up the Commonwealth as high 
5 ever. This Averſion heighten'd by a 
aſt Ambition; and brought to an Ex- 
pectation by ſome Knaviſh Fortunetellers, 
ho are ſeldom wanting in ſuch Caſes, 
ad like to broke out in the Reign of An- 
oninus Pius. Caſſius, tho then very young, 

ad form'd a Conſpiracy againſt him: 
But Hel iodorus, a Perſon of great Prudence 
and Authority, ſtifled this Plot in the 
Birth, hoping time would 2 his Son's 
Heat, and make him Wiſer. Calſius du- 
ring his Father's Life, kept within Com- 

aſs, and ſeem'd reform'd by his Advice, 

ut this reſtraint, ſervid only to provoke 
Deſire z which at laſt grew too ſtrong to 
be manag'd. The Emperour Verut when 
he went into Syria, was the firſt that diſ- 
cover'd his Deſign ; and being glad of an 
Opportunity -to deſtroy a Man, whoſe 
en Exploits and Bravery, had made him ſome- 
what Jealous, he wrote to Antoninus as 
401 follows : | 


1 | Caſſius, 


ry 
* 
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Voleat. in Caſſins, as I am well inform d, js makin 
Cato. þjs way to the Throne, and going upon th 
Old Deſign diſcover'd in my Grandfather you 
Father's Reign. I beg of you his Motion; 
may be obſerv'd ; nothing that we do ca 
pleaſe him, and he is filling his Coffers at 
mighty rate : He makes a jeſt of our Incli. 
nation for Letters, calls you, old Philofophy 
in Petticoats, and me a little Libertin: 
You ſee therefore what you have to do, fy 
my part, I have no Spleen againſt the Man: 
But I entreat your Majeſty to take care fu 
735 and your Chtldren ſhould one - be 


IJ = - 


o . 
. 


> 2 


ſenſible of the danger in continuing a Gent 
ral of his Temper, ſo much belov d, andj| 
very abſolute in the Army. 

Antoninus imputing Verns's Suſpicion, 
either to his Jealouſy, or Diſaffection to 
Caſſiut, return'd him this Anſwer, 

I read your Letter, and find it too full. 

Diffidence and Apprehenfion for an Emperon, 

and not at all ſuitable to the Character 9 

our Reign, If the Gods have decreed th 
"Empire to Caſſius, 3 — our Power ti 

revent it; you remember the ſaying of your 
n Adrian, that I Man — 

Valear, in kill his Succeſſor; But if his graſping « 
Caflio. 2. e Scepter 3s diſconntenanced by Heaven, 
hel "+ himſelf without our Cruelty ; be 

fedes, "twill look very oddly to try a Man 
without Evidence, and who, as you obſer 

' i 
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s ſo very much belou'd by the Soldiers. I 
way add, that in o of High Treaſon the 
Driſoner 1s generally thought to be hardly 
ſed, when fairly convied. I ſuppoſe you 
bun't forgot what Adrian »ſed to ſay upon 
his Occaſion. That Princes were the mo 
Unfortunate of all People, for no body will 
believe there's any Truth in a Conſpiracy till 
hey ſee it Executed. Tir true, this fine 
entence belongs to Domitian, but I rather 
huſe to cite Adrian; becauſe the Sententions 
ayings of Tyrants have not the ſame Weight 
end Authority, a thoſe which are deliver'd 
by 4 Good — Let Caſſius then take 
is Humour, for to give him his due, he is 
great General, brave in his Perſon, and 
pe that we can by no means ſpare as Affair: 
and, As to what you inſinuate, that his 
Death is the only Security for my Children; I 
ay, if Caſſius's Merits out- ſpine theirs, let 
them ſmart for t ; for if tis more the Intereſt 
of the Empire that Caſſius ſhould live, than 
the Iſue of Antoninus, I ſhall never be 
concern'd about their Death. 

It appear'd by the Event, that Verus 
had made a right Judgment of the Caſe, 
and penetrated the Deſigns of Caſſius bet- 
ter than his Brother Emperour: But tis 
common for Honeſty and good Meaning, 
to make too favonrable Conſtructions up- 
on other Men. 


Anta- 
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_ in Antoninus was ſo beloved by the Pec 
Capitol. ple, that Caſſius found the working of hi 
| 24 Project a difficult Buſineſs; And notwith 
ſtanding his Intereſt in Egypt and Syria he 
could never have made any Progreſs it 
the Matter, had it not been for a Sham 
Report of Autoniuuss Death. Some wen 

of Opinion that this News was rais'd b 
himſelf, and that Fauſtina perceiving thi 

Volcat, Emperour broken by Age, Fatiguing, ani 
vitol. Dio, ill Health, that his Son Commodus was tor 
young to ſucceed him, and being afrait 

er Quality of ' Empreſs would not laſt 

held a Correſpondence with this Rebel 

and by a ſtrange piece of Politicks, had 
awaken'd his Ambition, and made hin 

the offer of her Perſon, and the Empire 

which latter ſhe hoped to ſecure for h 
Children by this Contrivance. But there! 

no likelyhood Fauſtina ſhould take ſuch 


of ffs i en and indeed the Tempe 


— 


of Caſſius is enough in all Conſcience to 
juſtify her. But let this be as it will, tif 
certain he publiſſid the News of the Em 
perour's being dead, and that with all th: 
Appearance of Grief and Mortificatiot 
imaginable ; adding withall, that tht 
Army in Pannonia not believing Comm 
dus old enough to goyern, had proclaim 
him Emperour in his ſtead. This Pref 
tence was ſufficient for Caſſius to ſet uy 


with; | 
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ith 3 who having given the chief Com- 

andsin the Army to his Friends, endea- 

our'd to ſecure himſelf againſt Op ſiti- 

n, and in a little time made him lf Ma 

ter of all the Country from Sia to Mount 

ura; and at the ſame time he wrote a 

etter ſomewhat in the form of a Marife- 

0, to his Son * the Governour of Alex- or Son 

udria ; It runs thus. — Law, 
Nothing can be more unhappy than a Go- yo 

ernment which Cheriſhes ſuch an inſatiable 

ort of People as we are now peſter d with, 

Antoninus z5 really 4 very good Man, only 

e ſtrains too much for the Character of Cle- 

wency, and ſuffers thoſe Wretches to go on, 

phoſe Mirbehaviour he 1s fully convinc'd of; 

here's the brave Caſſius, whoſe Name we 

ave the Honour to carry, ibo without much 

Vignificancy at preſent * Where's Cato the 

enſor £ What's beeome 7 the Diſcipline o 

pur Anceſtors £ Alaſs ! It expired with thoſe 

preat Men, and now we have Huy the 
anhood left ſo much as to think on t. An- 

oninus i- E ſubdued by dings br” : 
e ſpends his time in reading upon the Ele- 

ments, diſſect ing the Soul, and making fine 

Diſcourſes upon Decency and Juftice, but as 

or the Government, that's the leaſt of his 
Best. In ſhort, you ſee there's nothing 

Wt Steel, and extream Remedies can relieve 

, and ſet the Commonwealth upon * old 
oot a 
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| Preferment ; and now all of a ſuddain hi 


Foot. What ! do you think Ile endure ſuc 
Governours of Provinces as theſe are f If 
may call ſuch Fellows Governours and Pre. 
conſuls, who fancy Antoninus, awd the &. 
nate give them the Command of 4 whol 
Country, only to fill their Pockets, and ſu 
ply their Debauobery. I ſuppoſe you . hav 

ard that our Virtuoſo's Captain of th 
Guards was but a mere Beggar juſt before hi 


Fortune je ſwell'd to a vaſt bulk : And whit 
way can his Coffers grow thus 73 unleſs h 
prefing either upon the Publick Revennes, u 

rivate Property? Well! Im not ſorry fu 
their Thriving z let theſe Spunges ſuck 4 
plentifully as they pleaſe, I hope to Tae 
them into the Exchequer ſhortly. Let bu 
the Gods vouchſafe to Countenance a goo 
Canſe, and the Caſſii will not fail to ſet i 
the Commonwealth as high as ever. 

Martius Lerus, Lieutenant General, who 
as I obſerv'd, had a great ſhare under Caſſin 
in the Action, and Succeſſes in Armenia, ha 
ving now the Government of Cappadocia, 
diſpatch'd away Couriers to Antoninus, to 
inform him of the Revolt. The Empe. 
rour being afraid leſt Caſſius ſhould by 
ſome Means or other, ſeize upon Comme 
dus, or get him Murther'd, wrote private- 
ly to Rome for the young Prince to be 
convey'd to him, and eadeavour'd to yer 
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al the News from his Army: But as 
hon as he underſtood it was divulg'd,that 
e Camp had taken the Alarm, and the 
pldiers had Meetings about it: Heorder'd 
em to be drawn up before his Tent, and 
ade a Speech to them as follows, 

« Fellow Soldiers, My Buſineſs with you 
is neither to ſhow my Diſſatisfaction, 
nor make any Complaint : For why 
ſhould we be diſpleas'd at the uncon- 
troulable Power of Providence : 'Tis 
true, to complain when one's ill uſed as 
I am, is natural enough. In earneſt, is 
itnot a hard Fate to be perpetually em- 
barraſs d, and embroil'd, to ſtand alwa 
with ones Sword drawn, and be toſs'd 
from one Tempeſt to another ? Is it not 
a deplorable Buſineſs to be thus drag'd 
into a Civil War ? But is it not ſtill a 
more lamentable Conſideration, that 
there's no ſuch thing as Fidelity in Na- 
ture, and that one of thoſe Men whom I 
believ d moft firm to my Intereſt, ſhould 
take the Field againſt me without the 
* leaſt Injury, or Provocation imaginable? 
At this rate what have we truſt to?Where 
by <2n Innocence and Honeſty be ſecure 2 
* If Lam thus ſerv'd, where istrue Friend- 
* ſhip, and Sincerity to be met with? Has 
*not Good Faith taken its leave; and 


what can we expect from Mankind after 
| this? 
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c thisꝰ lf the danger pointed at none but my 
c perſon, I would give my ſelf little trouble 
_ « about it, (for I don't pretend to be immor- 
< tal;) but now ſince the Revolt is general 
the ſtorm bears down upon us all. I hear. 
e tily- wiſh Caſius would come hither, and 
refer his Pretentions, and make yo, or 
<« the Senate Judge of them : For if after 
e ſuch a Debate twas thought Serviceabl: 
to the Publick, I ſhould willingly feſigi 
4 to him without ſtriking a ſtroak. Ii 
only for the ſake of the State that! 
have thus long harraſs d and ventur' 
* my Perſon : Tis only upon this Ac. 
count that I have as it were baniſh'd my 
e ſelf my Native Country, and denied an 
| e old and infirm Body the Conveniencies 
| | * of Italy, and that I can very ſeldom en- 
' « joy one eaſy Minute, either to Eat or 
« Sleep in. But Caſſz#s will never conſent 
4 tothis Propoſal. For how can he truſt 
„ himſelf with me, after his barbarous 
* Uſage, and Breach of Faith? As for 
you Gentlemen, you have great reaſon 
to keep up your Spirits, for the Ciliciaus, 
* Syrians, Egyptians, and Jews, were never 
yet your Equals in Bravery, nor ever 
* will be, tho they exceeded your Num- 
* bers as much as now they fall ſhort of Her 
* them. Nay even Caſſius himſelf, as good 
2 Genera! as he is, and after all the grea 
« Fe. 
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Exploits he has done, is a meer Cypher ; 
xs things ſtand. For what can an Ea- 
ole ſignify that has nothing but a Flock 
of Pigeons to Muſter, or a Lion that 


ar · Nieads no other Forces but Fallow-Dear? 
n neſides, tis you, not Caſſzxs, that beat 


he Parthians, and Arabian; and grant- 
ing he has gain'd a great deal of Ho- 
our in this War, have you not Mar- 
ixs Verus on your fide, not at all his 
Inferiour; and who has contributed as 
much as the other to all our Succefles 


(Wn the Field? But it may be Caſſ#us 
Ac· earing me alive, has now repented his 
my WAttempt ; for 'twas only the Report of 
Lanny Death which has made him thus 


Enterprizing. And ſuppoſing he ſhould 
be obſtinate at preſent, when he has 
dnce notice of our March againſt him; 
ice] ſcarce ever ever have the Reſolu- 
ion to Face us. Hee'l be confounded 


ous FWctween your Force, and my Preſence, | 
for ind Shame and Fear together will make | 
ſon Wim drop his Sword. Fellow Soldiers; 

he only thing I'm afraid of is, that | 


aſſins not having the Confidence to 
ook me in the Face ſhonld make him- 
elf away, or thae ſome other Body, un- 
lerſtanding Pm going to fight hims- = 
ould do me this ill Office, and fo de- 
drive me of the moſt glorious Advan- 

_— ** fage 
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© tage of my Victory. And what Ad 
“vantage is this? Tis to Pardon an Ene 
my; tis to be Trae to a falſe Man, an 

** to continue his Friend that has broke 
call the Laws of Friendſhip. This 't 
< likely looks very Impracticable to yo 

* but for all that I would not have yg 

| « disbelieve it. For Goodneſs and Gen; 
| e roſity have not ſb utterly forſaken th 
| Earth, as not to leave us ſome Remain 
| © of the Antient Virtue. But if this mu 
* be counted Incredible, I have ſtill th 

e greater deſire to it; To convince yr 

ce by Matter of Fact, of what you 

* thought impoſſible. And by this mean 

* I ſhould gain the Satisfaction at leaſt 

_ * ſhowing the World that the greateſt Pn 

* vocations may be overlook'd, and th 

* 'tis poſſible to turn even a Civil Wari 

„I * ſelf to ſome handſom Account. 
Dio. Ca- This Speech was ſent in a. Letter to tl 
pitol- 24. Senate, where Caſſzus was attainted of Hi 
Caſſio, 9, Treaſon, and his Eſtate forfeited to t 
City Chamber, for the Emperour would nl 

have it brought into his Exchequer, In tie 

mean time Commods came to the Arm 

and had the Tribunitian Authority grat 

ted him by Antoninus And now havil 
provided every thing ready for the marc 

ing his Troops, the Emperour went in 

Italy to take the Empreſs, and A. 
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ildren — him. And being 
ie as far as Mount Alb He wrote this 
tter to the Empreſs. | 
7erus was in the right in the Advice he Votcar. in | 
t me of Caflius's Deſeznto nſurp the Em- Caſſio. 9. | 
. I ſuppoſe you may have heard what fine | 
os the Fortunt-tellers have promis d him. 
gy come forthwith to Mount Alba, and 
nothing For here 1 _ jou, and 
» by the God's Aſſeſtente, to diſcourſe with 
urther about our Affairs. 
auſtina wrote him this Anſwer. 
intend, according to your Orders to be 
4 8 Alba to 3 z in 7 
4; on, if you have any Love for 
v Chil 2 15 42 an Basel of all 
e Traitors For theſe Rebellrons are an 
Preſident to the Officers, and Soldiers, 
will infallibly do your Buſineſs, unleſs 
prevent then. 
) U =_— being hindred by ſome Acci> 
it from going to Mount Alba, the Em- 
our wrote to her to come to Formia- 
dug , and embark with him there, but be- 


— 


— 


1 1 detaimd at Rome by their Eldeſt 
I ughters falling Sick, ſhe ſent him this 
an ter, | 

a V 


| ben Celſus's Rebellion was on Foot, my 
11" Wreſs-Mother Fauſtina, deſired our Fa- 
ti Antoninus, to be kind in the firſt place 
i own Blood, and Family, and the 4 

8 2 


© The Life of the Emperor © 


es, MOI. dh... oc 


he had any Mercy to ſpare, to let Stranger: | 

the better for't : For indeed an Emper, 
can't be ſaid to be good Natur d, = , 
takes care of his Wife and Children. I ml 
not tell you of the Diſadvantage of your 
Commodus his Minority, nor that your 
i* Law Pompeianus, is both in Tears, u 
* Bis Er 4 Foreigner. Take care then how you 
noch? nage your feif with Caſſius and his Ad 
an. rents. Ne er ſpare thoſe Rebels, who you| 
don't ſpare you ʒ neither would they have « 

greater Tenderneſs for me and my Cbildr 
if they ſhould carry their Point. I intend" 
follow you immediately; Fadillas falling 

bas hindred me in my Journey to Forn 
anum, but if I cant reach you there, [| 
Volcat. in to do it at Capua; the Air of that Tom 
io. 10. e cpect᷑ will ſet me and my Children up agu 
I deſre you would ſend me your Phyſiaa-<< 
Soteridas to Formianum; for really In 
no Faith in Soſitheus; In my Opinion, be 
but a ſorry Doctor, to preſcribe to a Chi 
+ Puelle + Calphurnius has deliver'd me all your L 
Virgini. ters with the Seales whole; if my Journey) 
dielayd Tl write you an Anſwer, and ſeni *® 

by our Truſty Servant Cæcilius, who He 
inform you by Word of Month what Caſl” * 
ife and Children, and Son in Law talk 
you, and which I don't think convenient 
commit to Paper. 


(A 
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Caſſins, who was a Man of too much 
tenſe not to know there was no ſleep- 
Wong over Treaſor, puſh'd his Point, and 
Wndcavour'd to gain Greece to open his 
afſage the better into Italy. And here 
oreſeeing the Intereſt and Elocution of 
rod would be ſerviceable to his Purpoſe, 
he left no Stone unturn'd to prevail with 
jim, and to refreſh his old Diſguſt againſt 
{rtoninus. But Herod without liſtenin 
the leaſt to his Propoſals, or ſo muc 
reading his Letters all over, return'd 
him this ſhort Anſwer, and indeed the 
nly right one for a Rebel. 
Caſſius, thou art out of thy Wits. * Malen. 
Caſſeus was no luckier in other Places; Philoftr. 
e could not ſo much as ſhake the Alle- H 
ance of any Conſiderable Town, nor 
lecoy any Body to his Party, excepting 
ome beggerly Libertines, who were over 
cd and Ears in Debt, and Debauche- 
y. This ill Succeſs began to make him Dio. Vol- | 
ſe his Credit amongſt the Soldiers ; and Cane. „ | 
bus after three Months, and fix Days 
rom his firſt Revolt, this Viſionary Reign 
oncluded, and the Uſurper was kill'd 
y two of his Officers. His Head was 
brought to the Emperour at For mianum, 
s appears by his Anſwer to Fauſtinas Let- 
er which ſhe wrote after ſhe had receiv d 
he News of Caſſiuss Death. 


aſſt | 8 3 De 
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Volcat. in Tyr impoſſible my dear Fauſtina, for 
— to ſbow more Tenderneſs "and 92 
than you have done upon this Occaſon, 
me and the Children. I have read your Ly 
ter at Formianum over and over, in whi 
jou adviſe me to puniſh the Caſſian Rebel 
But for my part I am reſolv'd to 22 i 
ſius / Wife and Children, and Son in Li 
And am now going to write to the Senate 
perſwade them to moderate their Rigour, a 
wot make too many Traytors, for there's 
thing that os 4 Roman Emper 


much as his Clemency. Tia this Qui 

. made Julius Cæſar greater than Wil -/ 

PViftories, and gave him and Auguſtus 1th 
* Mide g"_— g * and proenr'd our Father, c 
them Fomonrable ſurname of PIUS t cen 
+ Antont- War have been ended as I would kad i 
03, lu. er Caſſius ſhould not have loft bir . 
ea! Mor diſturb your ſelf, For, the Cods with in: 


; love my Clemency will be ſure »y oh 
The Em me. 1 have wominatcd our Sow in 
tm Pompelanus, Conſul for the enſulng Tee 
n This Clemency was admired by ſo 
Hm and cenſured by others : One of this | 
Capitol, ter ſort took the Liberty to ask Antoni 
_ 34. Yo what he thought Cefſive would have da 


Caſſio. 9. if he had gotten the 17 % The E 


perour replied, We have not ſert d the Gl 
ſo negligently, nor lived ſo ill, as to have! 
any munner of fear of being conquer d by 7 


— 
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ius. Then he went on and inſtancd in 
thoſe Princes who were either defeated 
by the Rebels in the Field, or pfivately 


they miſcarried either by their Crueſty, 
or their ill Conduct. Nero and Caligula, 
ſays he, may thun themſelves for 
Mirfortune, Otho and Vitellius, wanted 
Courage to govern, and Galba perfectly loſt 
himſelf by his Avarice : He added, that 
there was hardly one Good Prince upon Re- 
cord, who was thus ſerv'ds That Auguſtus 
Trajan, Adrian, aud Antoninus Pius, had 
always the upper hand of Rebels and Traitors, 
the greateſt part of which were executed either 
contrary to their Orders, or before they knew 
ont, Twere very well, if this Maxim 
would hold, but alaſs | Since this good 
Emperour's time it has fail'd in a great 
many Caſes: I (hall now give the Reader 
his Letter to the Senate upon this Occaſion, 


My Lords, 

Ic 1 2 ” | 
anus Conſul, as a leſtimony 0 
Gion for wy Sneceſs * Hed hy Tea de- 
rd this Honour lowg ſince, bad not Por- 
ſons of extraordinary Merit appear d agatyſ# 
him z And where the State was ſo much in- 
debted, 'twas but reaſonable to dVſcharge the 
Obligation. As to Caſſius ? Revolt, I in- 
8 4 treat 


murt herd by their Subjects, ſhewing that 


their 


K 
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Son in Lam Pompei- Volewt in 
our Satiefen Cello. '8 


civ 


my Power to bring the dead to Life 
aul fetch them out of their Graves, For! 


and Son in Lam wr have their Pardon. 


| live then undiſturb d, and be ſenſible thy 
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treat and conjure you to wave the uſual K. 
verity in ſuch Caſes, and not to let me, 9 


rather your ſelves, ſuffer in the Character of 
| Clemency, by condemning any Perſon to Death, 


Let none of the Senate be puniſh'd, Let m 
Noble Blood be drawn : Recal the Baniſh'd 
and let thoſe under Forfeiture enjoy thei 
Eſtates : And I heartily wiſh "twas alſo i 


ain, 


don't love an Emperonr ſhould take Reveny 
for himſelf : This Method tho mever ſo 
ſenſible is generally interpreted as over N. 
gorons, For thi 


— — I conclude yu 
will be willing that Caſſius : Wife, Childra 


Their Pardon | Why ſhould I ſay that, fine 
they have done —. — w Let 115 


live under the Reign of Marcus Antoninu 
Let their Eſtate, their Mony, and their Fur 
niture be reſtor d; Let them be rich, ani 
eaſy, and go where they pleaſe, and wherever 
they Move let them garry the Marks of you 
Clemency, and mine about them. 


My Lords, Di no great Inſtance of Good: 


meſs to pardon the Wives and Children if 


thoſe Attainted, I deſire you would do ſome 


thing more for my ſake than this comes to 


protect I beſeech gow thoſe Senators and Ger. 


tlemen concern d in the Plot, from Executi- 


0 


der'd that the Sacrifices to this Idol ſhould 
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ons and Forfeiture, from Fear and Infany, 
and from all ſorts of Injury, and Diſadvan- 
tage whatſoever 3 and let it be the peculiar 

appineſs of my Adminiſtration, that no Re- 
bel who 4% his Life in Skirmiſh, or Tumult, 
may be thought ill dealt with, 


of Acknowledgtnent and Reſpect imagina- 
ble, In the mean time the Emperotr or- 
der d Caſſins's Head to be buried, and go- 
nerouſly ſhew'd himſelf troubled for his 
Death z and then continued his March to 
put an end to the Rebellion ; and bring 
the Baſtern Army to their Duty, He be- 
an with Egypt, and pardon'd all thoſe 
owns which revolted to Cain:; And 
when he came to Alexandria, a very diſ- 
affected Place, he left one of his Daughters 
there, as a Security, that he was Friends 
with them, 


Being arriv'd at Peluſſum he ſaw the Capitol. 


he reading of this Letter was receiv d Copitol. 
with great ——— and all the ſigns 


Solemnities of Serapis perform'd there; “. 


which being — — by vaſt Numbers 
from all Parts of Egypt, occaſion'd a great 
deal of Debauchery and Extra vagance: 
Therefore, without minding how the Peo- 
ple would take it, who are generally Diſ- 
concerted at any Change in Religion; 
he put down theſe Holy Days, and or- 


be 


_— 
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Caphtol, ſcenfive manner: And e 
12. 


be offer d by the Prieſts in Private, without 
any Concourſe of the Multitude. And all 
the way of his Progreſs he viſited the Tem 
„Schools, and ſuch frequented Place 
nſtructing the People in a familiar conde- 
aining ſomeof 
the grang Difficulties in CY in. 
ſomuch that wherever he came, he wu 


extreamly admir'd for his Senſe and Caps. 


city. 

The firſt thing he did in Syria was to 
burn all the Letters found in Caſſins's Ca · 
binet, that he might not be forc'd almoſt 
to hate any Perſon whether he would or 
no. Some are of Opinion that Martin: 
Verns, whom the Emperour detatched for 
Syria, and for his Loyalty, gave him the 
Government of that Province, ſome ſay 
this Martius Verus, burnt the Letters before, 
of his own Head, declaring that the Em- 
perour would like it: But if he ſhould be 
ſo unhappy as to Difpleaſe his Majeſty, 
he ſhould ſuffer Death very willingly to 
ſave the Lives of ſo many People: Such 
an Inſtance of Goodneſs and Generoſity 
is rarely to be met with in a Heathen, or 
it may be in a Courtier either, | 

Towards the end of this Year Artoni- 
uus was proclaim'd Emperour the eighth 
time, as appears by the Medals where the 
Inſcription Imp. VIII. ts jpin'd "w_ 

the 
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rity. 
Faxſtina died in this Progreſs at the capita 
Foot of Mount Taurur, v4 Was ve- 2 Dio. 


ry ſenſibly AfMited at ber Death; And 
the Senate imagining the „ might 
have ſowr'd his Temper a thoſe con- 
cern'd in the Revolt, and that the beſt 
way to condole with him was to ſacrifice 
ſome of his Enemies, thus they fell into 
a new Fit of Puniſhing, out of Flattery, 
and over 1 Vices which of- 
tentimes creep into thoſe Great Bodies no 
leſs than into the Breaſts of Private Peo- 
le. But the Emperour being inform'd oj, 
w the Senate ſtood affected, ſent them 
a Second Letter, to let them know that 
their Severity would only make his Trou- 
ble for the Loſs of the Empreſs the great- 
er, deſir d that no Body might be put to 
Death, and concluded with theſe Words, 
If I can't prevail with you to ſpare the Lives 
of the Revolters, von force me tb wiſh I 
were dead my [elf 
But to prevent ſuch Rebellions as this pjo. 
from coming over again, he made a Law 
that for the future the Government of a 
Province ſhould be given to no Man that 
was born in it. 
As concerning Caſſzns's Children none of vont in 
them loſt their Lives but the Eldeſt Me- Caffe. . 


ciamus 
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itol, 26. his Quality and 
olcat. 9+ only baniſh'd at large, and had their For- 


cienw, who being Governour of Alexa 
dria, was kill'd there by ſome of his own 
Party, the ſame Day that his Father was 
diſpatch'd in Syria. Heliodorwe another of 
his Sons was Tranſported “ and forfeited 
ſtate : The reſt were 


tune allow'd them. His Daughter Alex- 
«andre, and her Husbayd Drunciamm, had 
the Liberty, either to live at Rome, or 
go whither they pleas d. Antoninus took 
care to ſecure them in the Privileges of 
their Condition, and had ſuch a Regard 
for them upon all occaſions z; that once 
when they had a Cauſe of great Concern 
tried before the Senate, he forbad the o- 
ther fide to reproach them with the Miſ- 
fortunes of their Family, and fined ſeve- 
ral who had given themſelves too much 
Liberty in this Point. 

In the mean time the Senate, who per- 


ceiv'd they could not make their Court to 


their Prince by their Rigour, endeavour'd 
to do it by inventing ſome new Honours 
to the Memory of Fauſtina. It ſeems the 
building her a Temple was not enough for 
them. They erected her a Golden Statue, 
and paſs'd an Order that every time the 
Emperour went to the Play-Houſe, this 
Figure ſhould be placed in the Empreſſes 
Box, and that the Ladies of the firſt Quality 
| 0 
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ſhould be ſeated round it. But re- 
fin'd ſtill farther upon the Old Model of 
Flattery, and voted Autoninm and Fayſti- - 
a two Silver Statues, placed them in Ve- 
nus Temple, and ſet up an Altar fort 
upon which all the young Women, and 
their Bridegrooms were order'd to ſacri- 
fice on their Wedding Day. 
Antoninw gave the Senate thanks for Capitol. 
their Reſpect to him and the Empreſs, ** 
and being reſolv'd to do ſomething for 
her himſelf, he found a c of ſingle 


. * 


Women, whom he call'd Fauſtiniant, and 
maintain'd them at his own Charge, and 
built a Temple for his Empreſs at the Vil- 
lage where ſhe died : This Temple was 
erwards provided with a ſuitable Dei- 
ty, it being conſecrated to. Hel iegabalus; 
one of the greateſt Monſters in Lewdneſs 
that was ever heard of. 
After Antoninus had thus ſettled the 
Eaſt, he made his way towards Rome. In 
| his return he ſtaid ſome time at Smyrna, 
and as every Body almoſt were crowding 
| to pay their Duty, or get a ſight of him, 
He remembred one Evening he had not 
| ſeen Ariſtides, and was afraid that Orator 
| might take it for a Neglect: For 'twasone 
of the Emperour's Chief Maxims to pay a 
diſtinguiſhing Regard to Men of Probity 
and Character, and to treat every Body 
\ 40. 
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according fo their Merit. He acquainted 
his Courtiets with his being uneaſy abone 
this Matter, particularly the xintiliamt, 
who had the Government of Greecs They 
aſſur d him, Ariſtiuler had not been there; 
for if he had, they would have diſengaged 
him from the Crowd, and — 1 im 


to his Majeſty: And the next Day they 


ay, you * 
hear to Morrow what [can ſay en t; for I am 


were as good as their Word, and brought 
him. As ſoon as Antonin ſaw him, he 
ask d him, How comes it to paſs Ariſtides th 
you make your Viſit ſo late ? Sir, ſays Ari- 
ſtides, I was buſy about a Point, and you know 
as well as any Perſon living, that when 4 
Man is warm in his Study, he can't endure 
to be interrupted. The Emperour being 
extreamly pleas'd to ſee Nature thus open 
and undiſguis d, asks him, and when may 
we hear 4 Diſcourſe from you then? Ariſtides 
with the ſame Aſſurance, . F you 
plenſe to give me à Subject to 


none of thoſe Extemporary People that ven- 
ture to let fly what comes firſt at their 
Tongues end, no, I love to work up my Things 
ſtrung; but then Sir, ſays he, I beg leave 
that all my Friends may make part of the 
Auclience; with all my Heart ſays the Em- 
perour : But Sir, replies Ariſtides, I have 
another Concldit ion to throw in, tie that m 
Friends may be allow'd to Clap, and make 

| | 6 
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; much a Noiſe in my Commendation. as if 
our Majeſty was not there. That, ſays. the 
mperour with a ſmile, ſhall be perfectly at 
our Management. The next Day Ariſtides 
ade a Panegyrical Harangue upon Smyr- Arinia; 
4, and came off with great Reputation ; Tom. 1. 
he Oration is Extant among his Works. 8735 
From Smyrna the Emperour travel'd to 
{thers, where he had his Wiſh of being; 
nitiated in the grand Myſteries of Ceres, 
he moſt ſacred and ſolemn. part of the 
eathen Religion: Nothing could paſs cpical, 
uſter here but great Innocence of Life, 27: 
ind a Reputation without the leaſt Ble- 
iſh in't. Thoſe who were admitted were 
rſt examin'd in their Moral Qualificati- 
— ; by a Prieſt appointed for that Pur- 
DOle. ä 
He was very kind to the Athenians, and Dio. Phi- 
lid their Town abundance of Honour; he 447 
eft them Profeſſors in all Sciences with ani. 
Treat Salaries to ſupport them; made 
hem Noble Preſents, and gave them a 
great deal of Privilege and Franchiſe. In. 
his Voyage home he met with a terrible 
Storm, which had like to caſt him away. 
Upon his arrival at — he put off Capitol. 
his Soldiers Habit, and made his Troops #7: 
do the ſame, who during his whole * 
vere never ſuffer'd to wear Buff in Italy. 


He 
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He was receiv'd at Rome with all the 
* Dio. an. Demonſtrations of Joy imaginable. * And 
Dom 176. here at his firſt coming having been eight 
Tears abſent he gave all the People eight 
1 TheRo- pieces of Gold ſ a Man, forgave them all 
_ man" the Mony they ow d either to the (ig 
time was Chamber, or his own Exchequer, from ſix- 
worth ty Years upward, burnt all the Bonds and 
Shillings Evidences of the Debt in the great Square 
Sterling · or Forum, gave his Son Commodlus his Man, 
— Habit, dub'd him Prince of the Youth, | 
Juventutis made him his Partner in the Empire, tri- 
comm umph'd with him and named him Conſul 
Boys of forthe next Year, and to honour his Con- 
Quality in ſulſhip the more, follow'd his Triumphal 
D, and Chariot in the Circus on Foot. After this 
was gene · he retired to his Philoſophy for ſome time 
Epe. at Lavinium; This Study he uſed to call 
rours Son, his Mother, and the Court his Step-mother. 
Rear And this 1 21 of Plato was frequently 
nd by mention'd by him, that the way to have « 
this Title Nation happy, was either to make their Phi- 
— _ loſophers Kings, or their Kings Philoſophers 
him. Phi- Notwithſtanding being well ſatisfied that 
13 a Conquering People in the time of Peace 
Dio. Ari- are apt to be fond of Publick Shews, and 
. fid. Tem that in Prudence it may not be amiſs to 
. gratify them with ſuch Amuſements, both 
to refreſh their Spirits, and keep them fron 
racking their Brains with Seditious Pro- 
jects, for theſe Reaſons he _— 
| oo tnem 
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no he had no manner of Reliſh for the 
i Diverſion himſelf. ao Er. | 
While Rome enjoy d the Advantage of 


deace, and the Satisfaction of having the 


t nperour at home, Smyrna was miſera- 
iy handled by Fire and Earthquake, the 
id reateſt part of the Inhabitants being bu- 
m ied under the Nint. Ariſtides wrote ſo 


noving a Letter upon the Subject of this 

isfortune to the Emperour, that he could 
not forbear weeping as he read it; In 
hort, it made ſuch an Impreſſion upon 
dim that he iſſued out Commiſſions im- 
nediately for the raiſing a ſufficient Fund 
or Rebuilding the City, ordering a No- 
pleman to take care of the Buſineſs ; In- 
omuch that the Accident was in a man- 
er retriev'd, and the Town had no Rea- 
on to regret the Loſs of her former Mag- 
ificence, The Townfmen being full of 
cknowledgement for Ariſtides, erected 
im a Statue of Braſs in the middle of the 
arket place : An extraordinary thing this, 
nd of it ſelfenough to ſhew the Happineſs 


nd Wt the Times, when the Honour chiefly 
to {Wue to the Prince's Liberality, was all of 
"th It given away to the Orator's Rhetorick. 
on {W-torinxs took this Opportunity to re- 
ro- {Ward the Citizens of Smyrna for their Loy- 
nd lty, and the Service they had done him: 


h For 
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hem with very Magnificent SpeZacles, | 
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For at the breaking out of the Parthian 
War, when Atidius Cornelianws, who com 
manded in Syria was wounded and forced 
to retreat, the Army being quite routed 
and the Baggage loſt z Smyrna receiy' 
the Soldiers with all the Humanity imagj. 
nable, buried Corzelianws who died of hi 
Wounds ; and all the People ſtriving x 
it were who ſhould treat the Soldiers bel; 
a them Cloaths, Arms, and Mony, 2 
enn ſium had done to thoſe who eſcap! 
from the Battle of Canna. The ſame AL. 
ſiſtance which the Emperour gave upon 
this Occaſion to Smyrna, he had already 
beſtow'd in Italy, and upon other Town 
elſewhere, which fell under the ſame Fate 
as Carthage, Epheſus, and Nicomedia. 
Capito! The Emperours Expence in furniſhin 
cout Shewe, the Largeſſes he beſtow'd upo 
the People, the vaſt Sums he was out it 
Rebuilding Towns ruined by Fire, an 
Earthquakes, and the Cuſtoms and Ini 
tions which he forgave the Subject when 
his Neceſſities were moſt preſſing, 2 
Arguments ſufficient to confute any Ob 
tion againſt his Liberality. Tis grante0; 
he was a good Husband, and like his Fl 
ther Antoninus Pins, manag'd his Rev 
Die. nues with Frugality enough; But whe! 
the Eaſe of the People, or the Honour d 
the Empire requir'd it, he open d his Hand 
ever 
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even to Prodigality : Being convinied 
that theſe are the only proper Occafions 
for a Prince to be free of his. Exchequer y 
and that Avarice+ in ſuch Caſes is a very 
dangerous Quality. Nay, he uſed to fay 
that when the People ſaw-the Prince Li- 
beral to the —_— and .— 1 his 
Private E ce, they paid their Taxes c. pol. 
more willingly, looking upon his wean 23: Dia 
in a manner as their own, and as a ſortsF 
Fund, for the general Happineſs. The 
ittle Juſtice done to Antoninus upon this 
Head, is not at all ſurprizing: The Boun- 
ies of Princes which have leaſt Diſcreti- 
dn are commonly moſt taking with the 
People; whereas Prudence and Reaſon 
goes for Covetouſneſs with them: For 
hey never diſtinguiſh between giving and 
ſquandring, and make their own craving 
emper the Standard of Liberality: But 
after all, tis certain Rome never had a 
Prince more beneficent than Antoninus, 
ho was alſo the firſt that built a Tem- | 
plc, to the Goddeſs preſiding over Good 1,4, 
Ws, and which it may be was at that 
ime of Day, the only Virtne unworſhip'd 
by the Romans. Indeed Antoninus was 
he fitteſt Perſon living to introduce this 
ew Devotion, conſidering he underſtood 
he Book-part of Obliging ſo well, and 
as fo remarkable in the Practiſe of its 
h 2 . "= PBs 
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Towards the end of this Year we under 
ſtand by the Medals, that he was pro- 
claim'd Emperour the ninth time; it be. 
ing likewiſe the one and thirtieth Year of 
his Tribunician Authority. | | 
Fabia above-mention'd, who had been 
Vers Wench, tho' ſhe was his Siſter, and 
whoſe Ambition was little leſs than her 
Impudence ; this Lady being willing to 
make the moſt. of her tarniſhing Beauty, 
left no Trick untried to perſwade Anton. 
nun to marry her. The Emperour under. 
ſtanding her better than he had done Fa- 
ſtina, and beſides having no Inclination 
to marry, always put her off, Tis ſaid 
he took a Miſs or Concubine, to prevent 
the Inconvenience of a Mother in Law to 
his Children. Now tho' the Conſequence 
from Writing, to Life, won't hold without 
Exception, becauſe Mens Diſcourſe and 
Practiſe are not always of a Piece, yet 
ſince Antoninw's Life was ſo exactly ſuita: 
ble to his Philoſophy, we may very well 
queſtion the Truth, of this Paſſage; And 
indeed the Falſhood of it appears * 
by his giving the Gods thanks in his fir 
ook * for being but à little while, in hi 
Childhood, under the Management of bit 
| 2 Wench, Now tis highly im. 
probable he ſhould bring his own Chil- 
ren within the danger of ſuch an Exam. 
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ple, from which he reckons it a Bleſſing 
to have been quickly deliver'd himſelf. 

The Peace the Romans were ſo happy Dio, 
in, laſted ſcarcely two Years. The Kb 
thians, and Northen People took the Field 
again, and attacked the Emperour's Vice- 
Roys, who were in no Condition to make 
any great Reſiſtance, This oblig'd Auto- 
nini to prepare for an other Expedition: 
Going therefore to the Senate he men- 
tion d a Supply, which was the firſt time 
he had demanded any new Tax. 

This Mony, had he been willing to uſe 
his Authority, might have been rais d by 
the Strength of Prerogativez But this was 
none of his Method : He was ſo Conde- 
ſcenſive as to ſay the Emperours had no 
Property of their own z and that the ver 
Palace they lived in, belong'd to the Lords 
and Commons, | 

About this time he married his Son to 
* js Daughter to Brutivs Valens, who 
had been Conſul z the Wedding was kept 
like that of a private Perſon, without any 
thing of Royal Ornleur or Expence in't. 

After this, he went to Bellona: Tem- The 
ple, and perform d the Ceremony of the al 
Dart This Cuſtom was very Antient 
and only practis' d upon a War beyond 
Sea ; and againſt ſome very remote Coun- 
try, The Emperour coming into the Tem- 

h 3 ple 
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+ ple took up the Bloody Lance which was 
kept there, and threw. it over an oppoſite ll 
Column, in the Circus Flawrinius, which lat 
pointed toward the Enemy's Quarters. W: 
An. Dom. © The Romans perceiving their Emperour Wt" 
* broken with Age and Fatiguing, ready to 

ſet forward, and expoſe his Perſon to all Pa 
the Hazards of a new War, and being C 
afraid they might loſe this brave Prince, WW ©* 
and the benefit of that admirable Prudence Mt 0 
too, which was not likely to out- live him; ¶ th 
having theſe Apprehenſions they came in 
a Body to the Palace, to deſire him not 
to leave them till he had given them ſome 
Rules for their Conduct; that in cafe the 
Gods ſhould take him to themſelves, they 
might have ſome Directions to ſteer by 
and beenabled to hold on that Courſe of 
Virtue into which his Example had led 
them. Antoninus was ſo much affected 
with the Probity, and Diſpoſition 
ofthis Addreſs, that he ſpent three whole 
Days in Moral Diſcourſes, explaining the 
greateſt Difficulties-upon that Argument, 
and giving the People ſome ſhort Maxims, 
to affiſt their Memory, and govern their 

Practiſe. ä 3 
In the beginning of Augyſt he left the 
Town, taking Commodus along with him, 
and gave the Command of the Troops to 
Paternus. The Schythians loſt the beſt pa : 
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of their Forces in the firſt Battle, which 
was fought with ſuch Reſolution, that it 
laſted a whole Day. And now Artoninus 
was proclaim'd Emperour by the Army, 
the Tenth time. | 

Twere to be wiſh'd we could give a 
particular Account of theſe laſt glorious 
Campagnes, but ſince there's no Hiſtorian 
extant to tranſmit the Detail, we mult be 
contented to underſtand in General, that 
this War was no leſs Troubleſome than 
any of the former; That the King of 
Schythia beheaded ſeveral of his Officers 
upon a Suſpicion of their holding Corre- 
ſpondence with the Roman; Thad Auto- 
ninus fought a great many Battels very 
obſtinate and bloody, in which the Victo- 
ry was always gain'd by the force of his 
Conduct, and the extraordinary Bravery 
of his Perſon z that he was always at the 
Head of his Troops in the hotreſt Service; 
That he Built and Garriſon'd ſeveral Forts 
to keep the Country in Awe z And that 
in the beginning of March, when he was 
going to open his third Campagne, he was 
ſciz'd with a Diſtemper at Vienna, * which 
carried him off in a few Days. 

'Tis ſaid his Phyficians uſed him ill, 
and haſten'd his Drath, to make their 
Court to Commodis : Dion Caſſins is poſt 
tNe in this Opinion, which if it be true, 
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Antoninus had more Grounds for that 

Common Saying than he was aware of: 

How many Reaſons, ſays he, will People m. 

ſter-up to be rid of us? Thoſe who have had 

the greateſt ſhare in my Affection count m 

L.iſe but a Grievance, and would be glad i 

* 36. Nee an Bud on f. Neither did he fail in th; 

leaſt to practiſe his own Advice upon thi 

bid. Occaſion: Tis this; * However this Though 

wwſt not go ſo deep as to ſower your Humor! 

You muſt keep your Temper, wiſh the Worll 

Dis, Well, and part friendly with every Bod 

This Rule, I ſay, was exactly obſerv'd hy 

the Emperour, for the ſame Dion Ca{ſin 

4 Reports, that he took a great deal of care 

to conceal the Cauſe of his Death, that 

ne recommended his Son to the Army; 

ws, And that when a Tribune came to hin 

of this for the Word, he bid him go to tho Riſin 
Tribunes, 5%. | 

aq d Commodus being very young, and 

every Le- having as yet given no Suſpicion of any 

ton. ſuch unnatural Barbarity, makes this Re. 

lation look Improbable: Eſpecially when 

a we conſider Herodian's Teſtimony, || by 

mod, 7. Which it appears plainly that Commodi 

did not fly out into Vice and Diſorder till 

after his Father's Death. The Od:am thi 

young Prince; when he came to goverl, 

drew upon himſelf by his Cruelty, wa 

the occaſion no doubt that Fame * 

jim 
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him a Parricide; ( that ſo no ſort of 
Wickedneſs might eſcape him ;) People 
being generally willing to believe all the 
Ill of Princes which their latter Actions 
ſkew them capable of doing. 

To return, The Emperour's Sickneſs 
had - ſuch ill Symptoms, that his Recove- 
ry was quickly deſpair'd of. In this Ex- 


ble Proof of the force of his Notions and 
Philoſophy, But — his Sub- 
miſſion to Providence reconciled him to 


for his People, gave him many a Me- 
lancholy Thought. This Anxiety encreas'd 
with his Diſeaſe, inſomuch that the Da 
before he died, his Mind ſeem'd reſtle 
and uneaſy, The Miſcarriages of thoſe 
ad Princes, who coming young tothe Throne 
were too weak to govern their Fortune, 
Re BY and make Head againſt theirVices and Flat- 
hen cerers, were perpetually in his Thoughts, 
| by ill The Scandalous Reigns of Nero and Domi- 
du ian, made him more Solicitous : He was 
till WY 2tr21d his Son might make a falſe ſtep, and 
th not keep his Feet where the Ground was 
rn, 'o Slippery; that his Education might be 
was loſt upon him, the Notions contriv'd in- 
ted MF him miſcarry, and all the care of his 


1M In- 


Death, yet the generous Regard he had 


— 


tremity which generally ſhocks the Forti- xerodian, 
tude of moſt Men, this Prince held up in Com, 
in his Spirit and Temper, and gave a no-“ “* 


— . —— — 
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enclin d to a Revolt, that the Enemy had 


ons to a Confederacy againſt the Empire, 
and that taking Advantage of his Son: 
_ Youth, and want of Experience, they might 


_ ſaw them about the Bed, he bad Commer 


Herodian. 
45 5. from 
me Origi- 
nal, 


ſee me in this Condition: Compaſſion fron 


Inſtructers prove inſignificant; In ſhort 
he was afraid he ſhould grow Lewd, and 
Licentious, and prove a Tyrant to his Peo. 
— inſtead of a Protection. On the othe 

and, he ſaw. his Northern Conqueſts bu 
flenderly ſecur'd, that thoſe People wer: 


their Swords in their Hand, and upon 
ſuch a] uncture were the more to be fear 
for their having been often defeated : H 
had therefore yeaſon to be Apprehenſim 
leſt his Death might bring all theſe Nati 


make an Attempt to retrieve their For- 
tune, and wipe out their former Diſgrace, 
Being ſomewhat perplex'd with thel: 
Thoughts, and floating between Hope and 
Fear, He order'd his Friends, and Princt- 
pal Officers to be brought in : When he 


dun ſtand before them, and then raiſing 
himſelf with ſome Difficulty to ſit up, he 
ſpoke to them in this manner. 

Tm not ſurpriz'd at your being troubled ii 


one Man to another, is very Natural; And 
thoſe Objeits which ſtrike the Sight are al- 
ways moſt Aﬀeting : But I perſwade my ſelf 
your Concern upon this Occaſion is ſomewhit 

mort 


Marcus AnToNinus. cxxiii 
ore than ordinary : For the Regard I have 
ways had for 7 wakes me reaſonabl y ex- 


— 


60-7 ſuitable Return, And nowOpportuni- 
he preſents fair for ws both; For Me, that I 
but Wc) have the SatisfaFion to be ſenſible 

ere be and Affeũ ion have not been e, 
ui, ou, to make your Acknowledgements, 


wd ſhow you are not unmindful of what you 
ave Receiv'd. 

You ſee my Sou here, who has been Edu- 
ated under you, juſt Launching into his 
auth; This part of Life for a Prince eſpe- 


ally, is like putting to Sea in 4 Storm ; 


Ns here without Ballaſt and good Pilots, het 
zlt Wi i» Danger of being over-ſet by his Paſſions, 
o. d ſplit upon ſome Rock or other : And 
ct, WW berefore ou he is going to loſe his Father, 
ele BW hope that Relation will be ſupplied, and 
nd ltiplied in you Pray take care of him in 
ci dangerous Station, and let bim never | 
he : good Connſel : Put him in Mind, that 


the Wealth in the World, is not ſufftci- 
nt to ſatisfy the Caprice and Luxury of a 
Hrant. And that a Prince's Guards, tho 
ever ſb Numerous, are but a ſlender Pro- 
teFion without the Love of the Subject That | 
thoſe generally fit longeſt, and moſt ſecure up- | | 
n the Throne, who Reign over the Affecti- 
ms of the People, and govern more by Good- | 
neſs, than Terror. For 'tis Inclination and 
wot Force, which keeps Loyalty firm, and 


ore mares 


— — — = 
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nom, you! both ſecure an Excellent Empern 


jour only way to make it Immortal. 


makes SubjeFion go down eaſily. In ſu 
Caſes People are Friends, not Flatterers, a 
never ſtart from their Duty, unleſs prove} 
by Injury, and Il-uſage. "Tis true, tir 
3 matter to Reign and be Regular ; a 
to ſet Bounds to your Will, when your þ, 7 
is almoſt Abſolute. If you ſuggeſt ſuch Thin 
as theſe, and remind him of what be hey 


for your ſelves, and alſo oblige my 
in the higheſt manner imaginable, this bei 


At this Sentence the Emperour gre 


Speechleſs, fainted, and fell back is 5 
to the Bed; and dying the next Day, wall,” 
much lamented by thoſe of his own Tin 
and no leſs admired by Poſterity. As ſon , 
as his Death was publiſh'd, the Army, aui 

all Italy were mightily Afflicted at th as 
News. So general a Mourning in earned". 
was never ſeen. . And never was Roni. 
a greater Conſternation. All the Happ - 


neſs and Glory of the Empire ſeem'd u 
expire with Antoninus Their Grief ex 
pre(s'd it ſelf in all the Varieties of Affe 
ction and Regard : Some call'd him ther 
Father, and others their Brother, ſom! 
their brave General, ſome their Good-ni- 
tur'd Emperour, their Prudent, Exempli 
ry, and every way well qualified, and ac 
compliſh'd Prince; And which is ver) 

extry 
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xtraordinary, among ſuch a Multitude of 
ommendors, there was not one Soul of 
em that over-ſhot his Character, or ſaid 
nore of him than he deſerv'd. The Senate 
nd Commons, made him a God, even be- 
ore the Solemnity of his Funeral. * And 'The Em- 
5 if it had been a ſmall Matter to erect Nhe 
im a Statue of Gold in the Julian Chap- ii did nor 
1, + They branded all thoſe for a par- Com 
| of lewd ungodly Wretches, who ac- — 
ording to their Circumſtances, had not neral was 
ther a Picture, or a Statue of Artoninas Hier the 
n their own Houſes, Senate 
Thus in the fifty ninthYear almoſt com: met. 

pleat, died the beſt and greateſt of all the 

Roman Emperours : || He reign'd nine Years [ Ann. 
ith his Brother Verws, and ten by him- Bin 8e. 


elf, Twas a great Happineſs for him he 5 


4 red no longer: For by this means he 
nes unacquainted with the wretched Qua- 
„ties of his Son Commod aus, who, for all 


anner of Wickedneſs, was one of the 
preateſt Monſters in Hiſtory. 


Adver- 


Advertiſement. 


A]. Arruvh TE 1 % 
| tis L BN . Marci Antoni- 
i Imperatoris, de rebus ſuis, ſive de eis 
"uz ad ſe pertinere cenſebat, Libri XII. 
Locis haud Paucis Repurgati, Suppleti, Reſti- 
tut; : Verfione inſuper Latina Nova; Le- 
tionibus Item variis, Lociſq; parallelis ad 

roinem ad jectis: Ac Commentario P 
tuo Explicati atque Illuſtrati. Studio Ope- 
raque Thome Gataberi, Londinatis. Huic 
Secundæ Editioni acceſſere Annotatlones 
Selectiores A. D'Acerii Latinitate Donatæ, 

ecnon Mui Antonini Vita, Paſſim aucta, 
& Idoneis Scriptorum Veterum Teſtimo- 
niis firmata ; a Geo. Stanhope, Coll. Reg. 
apud Cantabr. quondam Socio. 

Londini : Impenſis Edv. Millington, in 
Vico vulgo difto Little Britain. Venennt 
apud Bibliopolas Lond in. & utriuſque Aca- 
demiæ. 1697. \ 5 
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ONVERSATION, 


Male 
— with Hine, b drier: 


7 "TNT 3 1 


— 


* 4 


00k, - 


"HE ES ple. of -n my Graiifarher 
grve me the Advantage of 
i Can ind 


nate Temper. 
4 By the lect Gion of fy Fathers | 


er, Then nd to be both Modeſt — 


l. Manly. 

III. As for my Mother“, *. ſhe taug it me * Domitis. 
o have a Regard for Religion to ge: caſpida. 
erous and open- handed, and not only to 
orbear doing any Body. an ill Turn, but 
ot ſo much as to endure the thought on t. 
By Her likewiſe I was bred to a plain un- 
xpenſive way of Living, and very diffe- 
nt from the common Luxury and Liber- 
les, of young People of my Quallty, 


5 IV. 


” A 


| 
[ 


2 
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* Cariliug 
Severus. 


dag 


among 


the Anti. 


"TV. I am to thank my Oreat Grandf, 
ther * for not running the Riſque of 
Publick Education, for providing me goo 
Maſters at home, and making me ſenſibl; 
that I ought to return them a large ani 
honourable Acknowledgment. 

V. From my Governour I learn d not iu 
over- value the Diverſions of the Ru 
Ground, and Amphitheater, nor to dote upot 
the Liveries and Diſtinctions of Fockeys aui 
Gladiators. He taught me alſo to my 
own Hand to Buſineſs upon occaſion, to 
endure Hardſhip and Fatigues,and to throy 
the Neceſſities of Nature into a little Com 


paſs. That I ought not to meddle with 


other Peoples Matters, nos be eaſy in giv 
ing Credit to Irformers, 

VI. Dio wer: ave me the Hint not to 
keep Quails for the Pit, + or beſtow Wl 
Pal and Inclination upon Trifles: 
to be led away with the Impoſtures 0 
Wizards and Figute-flingers, who pretend 
$4 can cer e Ev Siri — d0 
Feats he | the ſtrength of a Chart, 

e 


Thi p'd me to © the Faculty of 
bearing Froede 


om — Plain-dealing in & 
thers z brought me to Reliſh Phils ſopty 
and ap ly _ ſelf to't ; and procure 

the Inſtructlon of thoſe celebrated Men, 
Bacehims, Tandacides, and Marcianws. + 
likewiſe put me upon improving —— 
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by writing Dialogues when I was a Boy, 

0 erald with me to prefer a Couch = 

1: verd with Hides, to a Bed of State; and 

11M reconcil'd me to other reſembling Rigors 
of the Stoick Diſcipline. : 

" VII. Twas Ryfticas * that firſt ſet me sei 

upon correcting my Humour, and bringing pher. 

it to a better State: who prevented me 

wa from 1 into the Vanity of the So- 

m =I, either 71 pretendingly upon 

Learning and Life, Haranguing upon Mo- 

on Wl 7a! Subjects, or making a fantaſtical Ap- 

wy rance of — Aaron taken up with 

ith Ml Exerciſes, Diſcipline, and Buſineſs. This 

iy Philoſopher kept me from being ſmitten i 
with the Charms of Rhetorick andPoetry, i" 

t to fl from affecting the hcracter of a man of plea- 

m7  fantry, or the Dreſs and Mien of a Beau or 
= thing of this kind which looks lite Con- 

ceit and Affectation. He taught me to write 

Letters in a plain unornamented Stile, like 

that dated from Hiuneſſa to my Mother. 

By his Iuſtructions I was perſwaded to be 

elily reconcil'd to thoſe who had misbe- 

hav'd themſelves, and diſoblig d me. And 

of the fame Maſter 1 learn d to Read an 

Author carefully, Not to take up with a 

ſuperficial View, or reſign to every Nolſy 

Impertinent ; but to look thro the Argu- 

ment, and go to the Bottom of the Matter, | 

And to conclude with him, he procur'd | | 

me a Copy of Epidetw's Works, VIII. | 


— . 
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*Moſt pro- VIII. * Apollonius taught me to give my 
ey ph. Mind its due. Freedom, and diſengage it 
loſopher. from dependance upon Chance: And fur. 
niſh'd me with ſuch Precepts for Steadineſ 
and Ballaſt, as not to Flote in Uncertain- 
ties, or beat a Loſs about Deſign or Event, 
nor ſo much as to look towards any, thing 
| uncountenanc'd by Reaſon and Truth: 
To maintain an equality of Temper under 
trying Circumſtances, ſuch as tedious Sick: 
neſs, acute Pains, and loſs of Children, 
To 2 him his due, his practice was: 
handſome Inſtance, that a Man may be 
Maſter of his own Behaviour, that he may 
be earneſt and eaſy, force and unbend hu 
Humour as occaſion requires. To go on 
with him: The Heavineſs and Imperti 
nerice of his Scholars could ſeldom throy 
him off the Hooks. And as for his Lear. 
ing, and the peculiar Happineſs of his man 
ner in Teaching,' he was ſo far from being 
ſmitten with himſelf upon this Score, that 
one might eafily perceive, he thought it 
one of the leaſt things which belong'd to 
him. This great Man let me into the true 
ſecret of managing an Obligation, witly 
out either leflening my ſelf, or being ut 
grateful to my Friend, 
IX. The Philoſopher Sextas recommend. 
ed Good Humour to me, and to make Na. 


ture and Reaſon my Rule to Live by. 5 
| allo 


* md 7 My => 3 py £95 » 
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alſo gave me to underſtand, that good 


Uſage arid Authority were not inconſiſtent, 
but that a Family might be govern'd with 
the tenderneſs and concern of a Parent. 
By his Precedent I was inſtructed to appear 
with an unaffected Gravity, to ſtudy the 
Temper and Circumſtances of my Friends 
in order to oblige them. To bear with 
the ignorant and unthinking; to be Com- 
plaiſant and Obliging to all People, even 
up to the Smoothiieſs of Flattery ; and yet 
at the ſame time not to ſuffer in ones Qua- 
lity, or grow a jot the Cheaper fort. Con- 
verſing with this Philoſopher put me in a 
way how to draw up a true, intelligible, 
and methodical Scheme, for Life and Man- 
ners z and never ſo much as to ſhew the 
leaſt ſign of Anger, or any other diſturb- 
un Thought But to be perfectly calm ahd 
indifferent, yet not in the latitude of let- 
ting my Fancy ſtand Neuter, and be un- 
concern'd the Advantage of others: 
However, he let me ſee in himſelf, that a 
Man might ſhow his Good - will ſignificant- 
ly enough, without Noiſe and Tranſport, 
ind likewiſe be very Knowing, on this ſide 
Vanity and Oſten tation. 
X. Alexander the Grammarian' taught 
me not to be ruggedly Critical about Word, 
nor fall foul'npon People for improprietigs 
of Phraſe, or Pronunciation - But to fet 
5 B 3 them 
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them right, by ſpeaking the Thing pro. 
perly my ſelf, and that either by way of 
Anſwer, Aſſent, or Enquiry z of by fome 
ſuch other remote, and Gentſemanſy Cor. 
rection. n LA 
XI. Fronto my Rhetorick Maſter, bl. 
ged me with the knowledge of Men; g 
the purpoſe, that Envy, Tricking, and 
Diſſimulation, are the Character and Con. 
ſequences of Tyranny And that thaſe we 
call Top Quality, have commonly ng 
much of Nature in them. 
XII. Alexander the Platoniſt adviſed oy, 
that without Neceſſity I ſnould Ne pre. 
tend igt to be at Leiſure to afbſt a Friend 
Tf Nike NN an Excuſe to dcling 
8 ces OF Humaniti x. 
pls XIII, I learn d of (atullus not ta flight 
— 5 fl Friend fo making a Remonſtrance, thy 
it ſhould happen to be ynreaſonaþle, but 
rather to retrieve his Temper, and male 
him Eafy. That like Domitive and Alle 
nodotys, I ſhould never be backward to 
give an Honourable Character of thoſe 
who had the Care of my Education : And 
| that I ſhould always preſerve an Heart) 
Affection for my Children, without any 
| little Jealouſies of being ſypplanted, or 
overtopp'd' by them. | 
XIV. I am indebted to Sever for the 
due regard I have for my Family 1 
ations, 


MeviTaTiONS, Or. 


ations, and for keeping this Inclination 
rom growing too ſtrong for Juſtice and 
Truth. He likewife made me acquainted 
ith the Character and Sentiments of thoſe 
elebrated Patriots and — Cato, 


1, Tbraſeas, Helvigdize, and Dio; and 
M Wave me the Idea of a Commonwealth, in 
1 Which the general Intereſt was conſider d 
* rithout Preference, or Partiality in the 
e Nonſtitution ; And alfo of a Monarchy, 


here the Liberty of the Subject was prin- 


ipally regarded. To mention ſome more 


, f my Obligations to him: Twas of him 
it Bi learn d not to Wiſe by Starts, and 
N roken Fancies, but to be a conſtant Ad- 
im virer of Philoſophy and Improvement: 


hat a Man onglit to be Generous and 
Dbliging; Hope the beſt of Matters, and 
ever queſtion the Affectlon of his Friends: 
[0 be free in ſhewing a reaſonable diſlike 
xpectations and Deſires; and not to put 


is Friends to the Trouble of Divining 
phat he would be at. 


nder Sickneſs and Misfortune. To appear 


the With Modeſty, Obligingneſs, and Dignity 
Re- pf Behaviour. To turn off Buſineſs ſmooth- 


B 4 ly 


f another, and no leſs clear in his own. 


XV. The Proficiency I made under * Abt 
Maximus was to Command my elf, and mon p 
ot to be overborn with any Impotency of 


zation or Surpriſe. To be fulf of Spirits 


kPhi- 


j 
- 
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fopredour keeping, cloſe to. Meaſures judiciouſly ta 
rar. ten: A Greatneſs proof againſt Vanity, 


ly as it riſes, without Drudging and Com 
laint. By obſerving the practice of thj 
— I came to underſtand, a Ma 
might manage himſelf ſo as to [atisfie th 
World, that there was nothing but F ruth 
dincerity, and Faiz play, in his Words an 
Actions: Attain that Greatneſs of Mind, 
as not to Admire, or Start at any; Thing 
Neither to Hurry awEnterpriſe; nor Slee 
over it,. Never to be puled, diſpirited, d 
lye Grinning v3 Difguſt o Dappoint 
ment. His way was to be neither Paſſo 
nate, nor over- ſuſpicious, Forward to d 
2 good Turn, and to forgive: an ill Om 
In ſhort, He ſeenſd to be always in the 
poſſeſſion of Virtue, and to ha de nothim 
which-ſtoed.in nłed: of Carredtiòn/: An 
which is weryjremarkable; Nd Body ever 
fancied they wereſlighted by him ʒ or hai 
the Courage to think theniſelves his Be 
ters; And to conclude with him, another 
Part of ihis Philoſophy Was, not to be ta 
ken avith Raillery and Jeſting. enn 
XVI. In my Fathers * Converſationan 
Management I obſerv'd a ſmaoth and in. 
offenſiye Temper ; with great ſteadine[si 


and the Impreſſions of Pomp, and Powe, 
From: him a Prince might learn to loveBi 
ſineſs and Action, and be conſtantly - 

2 = 


. 
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Mere r N . 3 > 
To To be Willi Hear ou 140 J Fropoaſ 

relating to Tk Aden Pare 

look 1 Bodies Merit, br bebe 

To underſtafi@'!\ Critical, Seaſons, and 

Circumſtancès for Rißout, U Remiſsneſs 5 

when 'twas. pro oper to take u and When 

ind to ſlacken the Ryins of Governm ent. To, 

ing ha ve ho He-Sweet- earth, and y-Favoh 


bey mes Not to Tapd eo Points 8 Selce 
„ee and Prerogative z Fe Ade his 1 5 
18 


in ey At 80 1 Arty ht m_—_ 
ſſo . Atteridance/ And whe as üpoh h 

> wil Progreſs; n& Wan Toſt e Your fo 1 
Jn WY being Ir lee ol ollq v 
t debate matters 25 1805 

rin cde C iH Board, and 898 
Ai what was Reſsly'# on.”T 

vl 4 Friend; Witkdüt Tiri "0 anti 
hath To be AIWA tisffect E | 
B., reach forws 1 | 


f d. * He BYobſetvin his Methods 
and and Almigfttratien, I had the opporttiti- 
in of Learning, how much it was he part 
Buß orf a Piiuce t th Wieck the. Exceſſes « of Pare 
ta: Syfick, and Pfattery. To have his M 
its, eines arid Excherjor well firnjfh'd. To E 
wei Frugal im h Favours and Expenices, with- 
Bu out minding being Lampoon'd f bis pains. 
t i Not to Workip' the. Gods to Superſtition + 


To 3 Nos 
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100 
Ang to behave] elf fo, that no Man 
| cou chat £5 agity, Flouriſh, 


Not to Court the Populace, either = Pro» 
digality, « or 2 but rather to be 
Reſerv'd, Vigilant, and well: pois d upon 
all Occaſions, ah things in a Ready 
8 without ch A pf and changing 
of Meaſures. Toenjoy 


Pride or E NS. — 
ne or n to prove 
Bo be mo * ale of them: 


ning. ot 
Pegaut;, Ng, He WIS a Perſon 
Tadent,and well-weigh' dy; ſcoxn'd 
1 fer and ag Nr 
e g — — 
1816 
17 Anda as for, whoſe Bihar Wait 
17 a, ba with he hag;a great Va- 
wit 4 Reproaching 
* were otherwiſe, - TO gon 
1 him „He was Condeſcenſive and 
Bn Ax. in Converſation, 13 and Pleaſant 
ut Bg to Treſomengls and Ex- 
EN — Dreſs Fas 11 1 ae nor 


pd Pretendingnefs, with Raßßgo 


| 8 e An k. it, 155 — : fond. of 


Lixing, and yet managed his Conſtitation 
with that Care as ſeldom to ſtand in . of 
che. Aſſiſtances of Phyſick., Farther, He 

97 never 


.* 
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enty and Mag- 
-nifcence of a —— Fortune, without 


„ he;was 


AK Sp 7,1 
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never envy d and Brow-bþeatithole! that 

were Eminent in any Faculty, or Sciences 

either Orators, Hiſtaorlans, en Others *, hut This was 
on ide cantraty, encourag d Them in thai fn e- 
way z and promoted t heir Reputation. He Commen. 
obſerv'd Beoency and Cuſtamoinlalb bis * for 
Actions, and yet did net i ſeem to mind — 
them: He was not Fickle and Fluttering in n an 
his Humour, Hut conſtant bath to Place undi of ain 
Undertaking. And I haveſſern him àſtat ny kind, 
violent Fits aß the Head - ach, return fre —— 
and vigorous toBuſtnefs. He kept but f tl to the 
Things to himſeif, and thoſt/wete:Secrars Over. 
df. Government. He was yeny moderate — 
and frugal in Publick Sem, Trinmphal =. 
Arches, Liberalities, and ſuch like; | 
one that did nat ſd michi tegaid. the Po- 
pularity as the Rtaſon of ai Man: T waz 
none of his cuftath toBath at uribſaalHours, 
or to be overrun with the EFautyuf Building, 
to ſtudy Eating and Luxury 


ating ry; to xalue tlie 
Curioſity of his Clhaarhs, or the Shape, and 
Perſon of hisServants. Indeed his reis at his 
Country Palaces Mas very Oxdinary and 
Plain, where he would (catcety fa much as 
put on a Cloak without making an excuſt 
for t. To take him altogether; There was 
nothing of Ruggedneſs, Immodeſty, or 
Eagerneſs in his Temper. Neither did lie 
ever ſeem to Drudg and Sweat at the Helm. 
Things were diſpaich's at leifure,and with- 
out 


| 
| 
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ut being felt, and yet the Adminiſtration 
e d with greati Order, Forde 
and Uniformky. Upon the whole; pan 
aof Socraters Tharadter is applicable to him 
For he us sb much Maſter of himfelfthc i . 
9-4 noi: 5 lie could eithe Tae or Dea ve thoſe Co. 
. 2 veniences of Lite with reſpect to which 
naioſt People are either - uneaſie withoiy 
', © thomor intemmperate wich'ttiem/ No 
72 vod on dvithi Fortitude ih one Condition 
aud Sobriety iii the other ix un argunien 
oh great; Sul andi un imp i 

0 dee Ancaſter icr Friend 
Was Sick h gave me an. Inſtance . 0 
| | Huſh w ebe my ſelf den 6 the likes 

ik out Hort iir: al 590: 
ANIL Ham dthankitheGeds that 1 
Grandfathets) Parents, Siſter, Preceptoꝶ fa 
Relations) Friends; and Domeſticks, wen 
almoſt all of cem Perſons oi Probity: An Mr: 
tllat I never happen d to diſoblige, or mit Mare 
| behave m felf towards arty of them ; no Mr, 
withſtandingif my Humour had been aw no 
ken d: and ud forward, I had beetilike Mane 
iy :enough too have miſcartied this way! bly 
But by: thergoodneſs of the Gods, I mt hae 
with no Provecatiohs to diſcover. my It» Mcie 
firmities. G Tis likewife their Providence ver- 
that my Child hood was no longer manag d ¶ ſor 
3 by my Grandfather's * Miſtreſs ; that Mie 
* d was undedauch'd, and that I bare to 1 
| my 
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my Liberty for ſome time in ſtanding clear 

rom Engagements with Women: That I 

as obſervant of the Emperour my Father, 

ind bred under him: who was the moſt 

proper Perſon living to put me out of con- 

eit with Pride, and to convince me, that 
\uthority may be ſupported without 

be Ceremony of Guards, without Rich- 

6, and Diſtinction of Habit, without Tc“ 
Torches *, Statues, or fuch other Marks of or Fire, al- 
Royalty and State; and that a Prince may er. 


rink himſelf almoſt into the Figure of a ten wa 


eſs, with all the Force and Majeſty of 1 


character when the Government requires Emperors 
t. 'Tis the favour of the Gods that I haps een 
end to meet with a * Brother, whoſe Be- Lacie 
0 havior and Affection is ſuch, as to con- e e 
- tribute both to my Pleaſure and Improve- ted by the 


ment: 'Tis alſo their Bleſſing that my Chil- Emperor 
dren; were neither Heavy in their Heads, .“ 
nor Miſhapen in their Limbs : That I made 
Wi no farther Advances in Rhetorick, Poctry, 
Ke and ſuch other Amuſements, which poſſi- 
iy might have engaged my Fancy too far, 
me had 1 found my ſelf a conſiderable Profi- 
It» cient : That without asking, I gave my Ge- 
I BE ermours that ſhare of Honour, and that 
ort of Buſineſs, which they ſeem'd to de- 
mire; and did not put them off from time 


" to time with Promiſes and Excuſe. who 


private Gentleman; and yet act neverthe- anklonour 


— — c ! — ——— 
o 
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I had the Happineſs of being acquaihte : 
with thoſe celebrated Philoſophets, 48 : 
Ionics, Riſtirus, and Maximus: For havin 

a clear Idea of the Rules of Practice, i F 
the true way of Living; and the Imprbl - 
on frequently refreſh'd ; ſo that conHiq 
ing the extraordinary Aſſiſtances and Dl .. 


_ Correſpondence with Benedicka or Theo Hp. 
*The one 7#9 ; And that after ſome Amours, ant 


ft 1 A » | 
we g. intemperate Sallies, I took up, and recs 


mous 


rections of the Gods, tis impoſſible for m 
to miſs the Road of Nature and right Reh 
ſon, unleſs by refuſing to be guided by th = 
Diktates, and almoſt ſenſible Inſpiration v. 
of Heaven. 'Tis the Favour of theſe ſis. 
rior Beings, that my Conſtitution has hel 
ont ſo well, under a Life of Fatigue all 
Buſmeſs: That I never had any infamou 


ver'd: That when I fell out with Ryſtics, 


wenchand as it Frequently happen d, I was not trau. 


the other 
a Court 
c 45 ami fo 


orted into any Act of Violence: That! 

ad the ſatisfaction of my Mother's Lif 
and Company a conſiderable while, tho r 
ſhe was very near” dying when ſhe wlll 
Young. To give more Inſtances of theit 
Bonnty ; 'Tis they that kept me from ſtand- 
ing in need of any Man's Fortune ; And 
that when I was _ to Relieve th 
Neceſſities of Others, I was never toll 
that the Exchequer, or Privy Purſe, wet 
out of Caſh. And farther, tis from =_ 

F that 
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that iy Wife is ſo ve ry oBſthuiots, and 
affectionate, and ſo from the Fan- 
of Fi 805 and Expence: U n 1 had 
fice of good Georrnrs fot my Ci 
Ken: That Remedies were 1 b'd me 
in a Dream, againſt Giddineſs and 5 ae 

a A Ton 


of Blood ; AST EN it happen 

at Cajeta, nd * That Wien k 

mind to look itito hitoſo) hy, I met 2 5 — — 

ther with a Pedant, nor a Knave to inſtruct 

me: That I did not (| pend too much time in 

| Voluminous Reading, ChoppingLo ick, or 

Natural Philoſophy: Now all theſe Points 

could never have been Compaſgd, and 

Guarded, without a Protection above, 

nd the Gods preſiding over Fate ind 

Fo 

This was written in the country 27. na- * In High 
di, in mY — "_ this, , na 


—— — lt — — 
_w ”—_— 
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300 tf 
. bene to put your ſelf in mind 
every Morning, That before Nigh he 
twill be your Luck to meet with ſome 


quiſttive — 4 with ſome ongrate- 
ſul, and Abuſive Fellow; with fotne Kiut- 
vih, Envious, — le Chutl or other. 
Now all this perverſeneſ in them proceeds 
from their Ignorance of Good and = 
n 


16 Maxcus AntoNninuss 
And ſince, its fallen to my ſhare to under, 
ſtand the Natural Beauty of a good Action 
and the nner of an ill One; fince] 
am ſatisfied the Perſon diſobliging is of Kin 
to me, and tho we are not juſt of the ſam 
Fleſh and Blood, yet our Minds are nearly 
related, being both extracted from the Dei. 

ty; ſince I am likewiſe convino d that ng 

Man can do me a real injury, becauſe no Nc 
Man can force me to misbehave my ſelf; i: 

For theſe Reaſons, I can't find in my Heart 

to Hate, or to be Angry with. one of m 

own Nature and Family. For we are al 

made for, mutual Aſſiſtance, no leſs than 

the Parts of the Body are for the Servic hr: 

of the whole; From whenceit follows that 

| Claſhing and Oppoſition is perfectly Un: 

ö | natural: Now ſuch an unfriendly Diſpoſ: 

= is imply'd in Reſentment and Aver: 
on. 

II. This Being of mine, all that's ont 
conſiſts of Body, Breath; and that Par WWW! 7 
which governs : Now would you examine | 
your. whole Compoſition 2 Pray then |: Meni. 
your Library alone, what need you purzzl: 
your Thoughts, and over-graſp your (elf? Wor! 

o come to the Enquiry : As for your Ca- 
 caſs, value it no more than if you were 
Juſt expiring, and taking Leave ont. Fo Hpnſe 
what is it in compariſon? nothing but: 
little paltry Blood and Bones; a Pro f 

| et. 


re 


. 
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Network, wrought up with a Company of 
n, Werves,. Veins, and Arteries twiſted toge- 
ber. In the next place you are to exa- 
in une what ſort of Thing your Breath is: 


hy only a little Air ſuck d into your 
ungs, and pump d ont again. The third 
art of your Compoſition is your Mind, 
hich was made for Government and Au- 
hority : Now hers make a Stand; confi- 
er you are an Old Man: Don't ſuffer this 
oble Part of you under Servitude any 


ny Wnger: Let it not beoverbornwith Selfiſh 
al aſſions ;, Let it not quarrel Fate, be 
1an Hneaſy at the Preſent, or afraid of the Fu. 
el 5515 id von iT o n 

bu III. Providente ſhines clearly through 
Jn: Ne Adminiſtratibn of the World: Even 


hance: 36 (elf is not without Steadineſs 
nd Nature at tlie bottom; being only an 
ffect of) that Chain of Cauſes which are 
der a providential Regulation: Indeed 
Il Things flow from this Fountain Be- 
des, There is Neteſſity, and General Con- 
nience that Matters ſnould lie as they do; 
nd to ſpeak out, the Intereſt of the whole 
orld, of which you are a part, is concern d 
t. Now that which is both the Product, 
nd Support of Univerſal Nature, muſt by 
dnſequence be ſerviceable to every Part of 
But the World Subſiſts upon Alterati- 
n, and what it lofes one way, it gets au- 
other 


2 
CT, # % 


| 


— — : — 
0 = _ _ 


—ũ — a 


- — — — — — —— — 
— — — — a 
— = — 


| Maxcns Axro muss 


and make them your Rule to Live by: 4 
Such a fondneſs for Reading will be apty 


other; For Generation, and Corruphiox, 29 
no more than Term bf Reference, an 
Reſpect. Let theſe Reflections Satibfy you 


for Books, never be over-cager about them 


perplex your Mind, and make you Die Us 
pleas'd : Be ſure therefore to Refign wil 
lingly, and go off in Good Humour, a 
heartily thank the Gods for what yu 
have had. 1 1 900 
IV. Remember how often you hay 
poſtpon d the — your Intereſt, t 
ſlip'd thoſe Opportunities the Gods hun 


n 
iven you. Tis now high time to con 
er what ſort of World you are pat o 

and from what kind of Governour bf 1 

ou are Deſcended : That you have 2ſt 

Period affign'd you to Act in. And. une 

you improve it to Brighten and Compal 

your Thoughts, 'twill quickly run off wit 
you, and be loſt beyond Recover. 

V. Take care always to purſue the bi 
ſineſs in Hand with — and Applicat 

on; Remember your ſelf a 


Man and aN 
man; And let the Action be done witli 
all the Dignity and Advantage of Circun 
ſtance: Let unaffected Gravity, Human :. 
ty, Freedom, and Juſtice ſhine through 
And be ſure you entertain no Fanc) 
which may give check to theſe Quan 
* N 
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| his Task is very practicable if you will 
ut ſappoſe every thing you are upon your 
ſtʒ If your Appetites and Paſſions don't 
oſs upon your Reaſon ; If you ſtand 
kar of Raſhnefs, and don't complain of 
our Deſtiny, and have nothing of Infin- 
rity, and Self-Love'to infe& you. You 
e what a few Points a Man has to gain 
order to a Happy, and Godlike Way of 
iving : For he that comes thus far, per- 
ums all which the Immortal Powers re- 
uire of him. 
VI. In earneſt at this rate of Manage- 
nt thou uſeſt thy ſelf very coarſſy; * + 8. g 
ither haſt thou much time left to do XV". 
git to thy Honour. For Life hurrys off 
: Thine is almoſt up already ; And 
+ inſtead of paying a due — x to thy 
n Reaſon, thou haſt p thy Hap, 
neſs in the Fancies of lhe Men, 
AI . — 2 1 — 
5 roſs your Thoughts, 
keep your Mind quiet and unengaged, 
at you may be at Leiſure to learn ſome+ 
hat that's Good; and don't ramble from 
e Thing to another. There is likewiſe 
other dangerous ſort of Roving to be 
vided : For ſome People are Buſy and 
t do Nothing; They Fatigue — Wear 
fel ves out, and yet drive at no Point 
r any general End of Action, or 
ſign. C 2 VIII. A 
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VIII. A Man can rarely miſcarry by be 
ing Ignorant of anothers Thoughts, by 
he that does not attend to his own, is ca 
tainly Unhappy. 
IX. The Reflections following ought 4 
ways to be at Hand: To conſider wellth 
Nature of the Univerſe and my om 
together with the Communication andR 
ference betwixt them; And in what degr 
of Proportion and Quality, Iſtand with 
ſpect tothewhole: And that no Mortal a 
hinder me from Acting, and Speaking (ui 
ably to the Condition of my Being, 
X. Theophraſizs in comparing the l 
grees of Faults, (as we commonly ſpeak! 
* This is talks like a Philoſopher, where he i 
Fad be» firms that thoſe Inſtances of Misbehavi 
cauſe the which proceed from Deſire, are great 
ſteem d all than thoſe of which Anger was the om 
Sins equal. ſion. For a Man that is Angry ſeems! 
quit his Hold unwillingly, to be teaz do 
of his Reaſon, and ſtart out of Rule 
fore he is aware. But he that runs! 
ot out of Appetite and Pleaſure is ſj 
by a Libertine Principle, and appear 
more ſcandalous Offender. The Philo 
pher therefore was certainly right in pt 
nouncing upon the Difference of the Ci 
For the firſt looks like an injured Perl 
and is vext, and as it were forced into 
Paſſion, whereas the other begins wy 
clinati 


MEDITATIONS, Oe. 21 


ination, and commits the Fault with a 
uſt. | 
XI. Manage all your Actions and 
houghts in ſuch a Manner as if you were 
uſt]going to ſtep into the Grave; And what 
reat matter is the Buſineſs of Dying ; if 
he Gods are in being you can ſuffer no- 
ing, far they'll do you no Harm: And 
f they are not, or take no Care of us 
ortals; why then I muſt tell you, that a 
Vorld without either Gods, or Providence, 
not worth a Mans while to live in. But 
here's no need of this Suppoſition; The 
ing of the Gods, and their Concern in 
uman Aﬀairs is beyond Diſpute : And as 
n Inftance of this, They have put it in 
is Power not to fall into any Calami 
roperly ſo called. And if other Misfor- 'TheEm- 
es (as we count them,) had been re- — 
Ily Evils, they would have provided a- no Man is 
inſt them too, and furniſh'd them with pitt. 
apacity to avoid them, And here I of com- 
ould gladly know how that which can't maringn 
take the Man worſe, ſhould make his Life a&ion, 
d? To ſpeak clearly, I can never be per- 
vaded that the Firſ# Cauſe can be charg'd 
ith the want of Power, Skill, or Incli- 
ation; to take Care of theſe Matters. Or 
hat Nature ſhould commit ſuch an Error 
M ſuffer things really Good, and Evil, 
... bappen promiſcuouſly to Good, and 
C3 Bad 
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Bad Men. Now Living, and Dying, 6 


nour and Infamy, Pleaſure and Pin f 
Riches and Poverty, all theſe Things wi to 
the common Allotnient of the Virtuoui in 
and Diſorderly ; why ſo ? Becauſe th fic 
have nothing of Intrinſick Creditablenc 
or Scandal in their Nature; And thereſoſ th 
to ſpeak properly, are neither Good, ev 
mas: :j - 5 8 D 
XII. A Mans Reaſon will eaſily corvi fo 
him how quickly all Corporeal Thing T. 
Moulder off, and vaniſh both in Appen BU 
ance, and Memory; And are neither (Mis 
much as ſeen, or talk'd of. The ſame ta 
culty will inform him of tlie Quality av m: 
Size of the Objects of Senſe, particular By 
thoſe which Charm us with Pleaſa w 
frighten us with Pain, or are moſt admit leſ 
upon the Score of Reputation. A lit eit 
thinking will ſhow a Man how in pr th 
cant, deſpicable, and paultry theſe Thi Re 
are, and how ſoon they wither and go ol St: 
Twill ſhow one what fort of Bulk tbo ſhi 


People are off, upon whoſe Fancy an 
Good Word, the Being of Fame depend. 
Thus a Man may examine the Point d 
Dying, which if once abſtracted from tle 
Pomp and Terror of the Idea, twill l 
found nothing more than a pure Natun 
Action. Now he that dreads the Courl 
of Nature is a Child. Beſides there's 4 
8 | ner! 
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ſhould conſider how nigh we are Related 
to the Deity, and in what part of our Be- 


e, when the Compoſition is broken. 
XITI. Nothing can be more unhappy 

than the Curioſity of that Man that Ran 
every where, and digs into the Earth De 
Diſcovery; That is wonderfully buſy to 
force a Paſſa ge into other Peoples 
Thoughts, and dive into their Boſom; 
But does not conſider that his own Mind 
is large enough for Enquiry, and Enter- 
tainment. And that the Care and Improve- 
ment of himſelf will afford him ſufficient 
Buſineſs. And how is all this to be done? 
Why by being neither Paſſionate nor Heed- 
leſs, nor yet diſpleas d upon any account 
either with the Gods or Men. For as for 
the Gods their Adminiſtration ought to be 
Revered upon the Score of Excellency, and 
Station, And as for Men, their Actions 
ſhould be well taken for the ſake of Com- 
mon Kindred. Beſides, They are often to 
be pitied for their Ignorance of Good and 
Evil: Which Incapacity of Diſcerning be- 
tween Moral Qualities, is a greater Miſ- 
fortune than that of a Blind Man, who 
can't diſtinguiſh between White and Black. 
XIV. Suppoſe you were to Live Three 
Thouſand, or if you m_ three On 

4 


＋ what becomes of that Honourable 
fi 


neral Advantage in the Caſe. * Laſtly, we 8 11 | 
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Mood. 
* 


of Years, yet you are to remember that no 
Man can loſe any other Life than that 
which he lives by, neither is he poſſeſs 
of any other than that which he Loſs 
From whence it follows, that the longeſ 
Life, as we commonly ſpeak, and the ſhort. 
eſt, come all to the ſame Reckoning. The 
Proof lies thus: The Preſet is of the ſame 
Duration every where, and of the ſam 
Extent to all People ; Every Bodies Loſs 
therefore is of the ſame Bigneſs, and reach. 
es no farther than to a Point of Time. For 
to ſpeak ſtrictly, No Man is capable of lo 
fing either the Paſt or the Future; For 
how can any one be deprived of what he 
Has not. So that under this Conſideration 
thereare two Notions worth the laying up; 
One is, that a little while is enough to 
view the World in; for things are Re. 
pcated, and come over again apace : Na. 
ture Treads in a Circle, and has much th: 
ſame Face through the whole Courſe of 
Eternity. And therefore it ſigniſies not 
a Farthing, whether a Man ſtands gazing 
here an Hundred, or a Hundred Thouſand 
Years; for all that he gets by it is only 
to ſee the ſame Sights ſo much the ofter- 
er. The other Hint is, that when the long 
eſt, and ſhorteſt Lived Perſons come to 
.die, their Loſs is equal : For as I obſerve 
the Preſent is their Al, and they can Sut- 
fer no Farther, * 
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"ll XV. Monimw the Cynick Philoſopher 
hat uſed to ſay that all Things were but meer 
fancy and Opinion; pretending there was 
(a no infallible Rule for the Teſt of Truth 
lt Wl and Certainty. Now this rallying Ex- 
nt WM preſſion may undoubtfully prove ſervice- 
"he BY able, provided one does not turn Sceptich, 
mand carry it too far. | | 
me i XVI. There are ſeveral Ways of Beha- 
ok WM viour by which a Man may fink his Qua- 
ch- WM lity, uſe his Perſon very ſcurvily, and tis 
ra poſſible without being aware ont. And 
1. this in the Firſt place is more remarkably | 
For done by murmuring at any thing which 
he Happens. By doing thus, He makes Him- 
a {elf a ſort of an Excreſcence of the World, 
up; breaks off from the Conſtitution of Nature, 
to and inſtead of a Limb becomes an Ulcer. 
Re- Again, He falls under the ſame Misfortune 
Ne rho hates any Perſon, or Croſſes upon 
the him; with an intention of Mifchief, which 
eo Ml is the caſe of the Angry and Revengeful. 
not WM Thirdly, A Man Leſſens and Affronts him- 
zins ſelf when he is overcome by Pleaſure, or 
and WF Pain: Fourthly, When he makes uſe of 
2nly WM Art, Tricking, and Falſhood, in Word, 
ten. or Action. Fifthly, When he does not 
ng: know what he would be at in a Buſineſs, 
to but runs on without Thought or Deſign ; 
erve whereas even the leaſt Undertaking oughr 
dul. to be aim'd at ſome End; Now the End 
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of Rational Beings is to be Govern'd by 


the Laws of Nature, and the Intereſt of 
the Univerſe; For theſe two, are both the 
oldeſt, and the beſt Rules, we can go by, 

XVII. The Extent of Human Life i; 


but a Point; Matter is in a perpetual Flux: 


The Faculties of Sence, and Perception, 
are Weak, and Unpenetrating : The Bo 
dy ſlenderly put together, and but a Re. 
move from Putrefaction: The Soul a ram. 
bling ſort of a Thing. Fortune and Fu- 
turity, are not to be gueſs d at; And Fame 
does not always ſtand upon Deſert, and 
Judgment. In a Word; That which be. 
longs to the Body ſtreams off like a River, 
And what the Soul has is but Dream and 


Bubble: Life, to take it rightly, is no o- 


ther than a Campaign, or Courſe of T. 
vels; and Poſthumous Fame has little 


*$ee Book more in't than Silence, and Obſcurity, * 
3. dect io. What is it then that will ſtick by a Man 
_ 4 and _ ſigniſicant? Why, Nothing but 


Sect. 35. 


Wiſdom, and Philoſophy. Now the Func- 
tions of this Quality, conſiſt in keeping the 
Mind from Injury and Diſgrace ; ſuperior 
to Pleaſure and Pain, free from Starts and 
Rambling, without any Varniſh of Dil 
ſembling, and Knavery, and as to Happi- 
neſs, Independent of the Motions of an- 
other. Farther, Philoſophy brings thc 
Mind to take things as they fall, and ac- 
: quieſce 
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quieſce in the Diſtibutions of Providence; 
In as much as all Events proceed from the 
ſame Cauſe with it ſelf; and above all to 
have an eaſy Proſpect of Death, as being 
nothing mote than diſſolving the Compo- 
ſition, and taking the Elements to Pieces. 
Now if the Elements themſelves are ne- 
ver the worſe for running off into one an- 
other z What if they ſhould all Unclafp, 
and change their Figure? Why d 
any Man be concern d at the Conſequence? 
All this is but Nature's Method; now Na- 
ture never does any Miſchief. 


ritten at Carnuntum * a Town of Pan- * Supposd 


nonia, or Hungary. _ "6 | 


BOOK III. 


ought not only toremember, that 

Life is perpetually wearing off, and 
in a Litteral Conſumption z but alſo to 
conſider that if a Mans Line ſhould happen 
to be longer than ordinary, yet 'tis uncer- 
tain whether his Mind will keep pace with 
his Years, and afford him Senſe enough 
for Buſineſs, and Speculation, and to look 
into the Nature, Reaſons, and References, 
of Things both Humane, and Divine. For 
it the U nding falls off, and the 
Man begins to Dote, what does he ſignify? 
is 
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'Tis true the meer Animal Life = go on, 
he may Breath and Nouriſh, and be fur. 
niſhed with Perception and Appetite z But 
to make any proper uſe of himſelf, to 
work his Notions to any Clearneſs and 
Conſiſtency z to ſtate Duty and Circum. 
ſtance, and Practice to yu and Ex. 
atneſs z to know whether it is time for 
%TheSto. him to walk out of the World or not, 
= N As to all theſe noble Functions of Reaſon, 
Murder, and Judgment, the Man is perfectly dead 
already. It concerns us therefore to puſh 
forward, and make the moſt of our mat- 
ters, for Death is continually advancing; 
and beſides that, our Underſtanding ſome- 
time dies before us, and then the true Pur- 
4 and Significancy of Life are at an 
End. 7 5 
II. Tis worth ones while to obſerve that 
the leaſt defign'd and almoſt unbeſpoken 
Effects of Nature, are not without their 
Beauty: Thus, to uſe a Similitude, there 
are Cracks, and little Breaks on the Sur- 
face of a Loaf, which tho never intended 
by the Baker, have a fort of Agreeableneſs 
in them; which invite the Appetite. Thus 
Figs when they are moſt ripe, open and 
gape: And Olives when they fall of them- 
ſelves and are near decaying, are parti- 
cularly pretty to look at: To go on; The 
pending of an Ear of Corn, the Brow of 
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a Lion, the Foam of a Boar, and many o- 
ther Things, if you take them ſingly, are 
far enough from being handſome, but 
when they are look d on as parts of 
ſomewhat elſe, and conſider'd with Refe- 
rence, and Connexion; are both Ornamen- 
tal, and Affecting. Thus, if a Man has 
but Inclination and Thought enough to 
examine the Prod ud of the Univerſe, he'll 
find the moſt unpromiſing Appearances not 
unaccountable z and that the more remote 
Appendages have ſomewhat to Recom- 
mend them. One thus prepared will per- 
ceive the Beauty of Life, as well as that of 
Imitation; and be no leſs pleaſed to ſee 
aTygerGrin-in the Tower, than in a Paiu- 
ters Shop. Such a one will find ſomething 
reeable in the Decays of Age, as well as 
in the Bloſſom of Youth : I grant many 
of theſe Things won't Charm us at the 
firſt Bluſh: To. Pronounce rightly, a Man 
muſt be well affected in the Caſe, and 
throughly acquainted with the Method 
and Harmony of Nature. < bd 
III. Hippocrates who cured ſo man 
Diſeaſes, was not able to Recover himſelf :; 
The Chaldeans who foretold other Peoples 
Death, at laſt met with their own. Alex- 
ander, Pompey, and Julius Ceſar, who had 
deſtroyed ſo many Towns, and Cut-off ſo 
ſo many Thouſands in the Fall, Pope 
orc” 
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force'd at laſt to March off themſelves: H. 
raclitus who argued ſo much about the 
Worlds being ſet on Fire, perifh'd himſelf 
by a Counter-Element, and was Drown' 
in a Dropſy. Democritus was eaten u 


„in this With * Lice, and Socrates was diſpatch: : 


ſtory ed by another ſort of Vermin. | And 

about ;. What are theſe Inſtances for > Why, to 

rw, the ſhew what we muſt all come to. Look you, 

Emperci You are got Abroad, you have made 

Sngular, Voyage and your Port; Debark then with. 

+ The in- out any moreado ; if you happen to Lan 

Iod d upon another World, there will be Gods 

Militus, enough to take care of you: But if it be 

your Fortune to drop into nothing; why 

then your Virtue will be no more ſolicited 

with Pleaſure and Pain; then you'll have 

done drudging for your Carcaſs: whereas 

as Matters go now, the beſt Moyety of 

u has ſometimes the worſt Office : For 

fL miſtake not, the one is all Soul, and 

Spitit, whereas the other, is but Dirt, and 
utrefaction. 1 | 

IV. For the Future, don't ſpend your 

Thoughts upon other People, unleſt you 

are put upon it by Common Intereſt, For 

the prying into foreign Buſineſs, that is 

muſing upon the Talk, Fancies, and Con- 

trivances of another, and gueſſing at the 

whet, and why, of his Actions; All this 


does but make a Man forget _— and 
al- 
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Ramble from his own Reaſon. He ought 
therefore not to work his Mind to no 
poſe, nor throw a ſuperfluous Link inte 
the Chain of Thought; And more eſpeci- 
ally, to ſtand clear of Curioſity, and Mu- 
lice, in his Enquiry, And to — 

— make all Ihe Let it be * 
think upon nothing, but w + you 1800 | 
freely Diſcover, if the Queſtion! was put to 
you : So that if your Soul was thus laid 
open, there would nothing appear, but 
what was Sincere, Good- natur d, and 
lick par ye z not ſo much as one Liber- 
, or Luxurious Fancy, ' noflitng of Li- 
dgiouſneſs, Envy, or unredſdnable Suſpi- 
don, or any thing elſe, which would nor 
bearthe Ln without Bluſhing. A Man 
thus qualified, may be allowed the 
Rank among Mortals he is a ſort᷑ o 
and Miniſter of. the Gods, and thaked 7 a 
right uſe of the Deity within him; * By * So the 
the Aſſiſtance of which he is preſerv'd ra 
infected with Pleuſure, in vulnerable ſt Soul or 
pain 3 out of the reach of Injury, and a- — 
boye the Malice of Ill People. Thus he 
Wraſtles for the nobleſt Prize, ſtands firm tAn Alu. 
on the moſt ſlippery — and keeps dren 
bis Feet agatoſt all | bis Paſtions 4 To go on & Wraſt. 
with him, his Honeſty right Sterling, las in the 
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anc! touches as well as it looks ; he always 
religns to Providence, and meets his _ 
with 
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with Pleaſure : He never minds ot her Peo. 
les Thoughts, or Actions, unleſs Publick 
caſon and General Good require it. Noy 
He confines: himſelf to his own Buſineſi 
and contemplates upon his Poſt, and Sti- 
tion And endeavours to do the Firſt as it 
ſhould be, and believe well of the Latter; 
I ſay of the Latter ; for Fate is both ine 
vitable, and convenient. He conſiders that 
all Rational Beings are of Kin; and that 
General Kindneſs and Coneern for the 
whole World, is no more than a piece of 
Humanity, That every ones Good Opi- 
nion is not wortli the gaining; but only 
of thoſe who live up to the Dignity of 
their Nature. As for others, he knows 
their way of Living, and their Company; 
their Publick, and their Private Diſorders; 
And, why indeed ſhould he value the Com- 
mendation of ſuch People, who are ſo Vi 
tious and Fantaſtical, as not to be able to 

pleaſe themſelyes? 
V. Be not Haled, Selfiſh, Unad viſed, ot 
Paſſionate in any Thing you do; Dont 
affect Quaintneſs, and Points of Wit: nei 
ther Talk, nor Meddle more than is neceſ 
ſary. Take care that your Tutelar Genius 
ii * has a creditable Charge to preſide ovet; 
Powers of That you appear in the Character of your 
Reaſon. Sex, and Age; Act like a Roman Empe- 
rour, that loves his Country : and be al 
| ways 
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Deſign, ſhould never be check d. 1 8 
— are for 4 and compouli 
g the Matter, If Popularity and Powe 
if Wealth and Pear — ſtrike you 
Fancy, your gone: Theſe re Favouitit 
will Govern your Motions ; and Ride u 
at Diſcretion. Let yotit Choice therein 
run all one way, and be bold, and re 
lute for that which is Beſt. Now Uſe ul 
Significancy, is the proper Teſt of this Qu 
 lity : So that the Queſtion will be wie 
ther a Thing i is ſerviceable to your Ratio] 
nal Capacity; If ſo, dofe with the Of 
But if tis no more than a ſenſual Adem 
tage, hold your Hand; And that you n= 
Diſtinguiſh rightly, keep your Judgmet 
Unbyaſs d, and don't let it ſtick in th 
outfide of Matters, 40 
VII. Don't be fond of ay Thing, u. 
think that for your Intereſt, which mall” 
: _ break your Word,” quit your Voddly 
de of a Diflembline: Suſpicious, ot Ot * 
ragious Humour; which ptits you upd 
Hating any Perſon, and enclines you tt 
any Prattice, which wont bear the Lig| 
and look the World in the Face. For 
that values the Virtue of his Mind, andti 
Dignity of his Reaſon, before all oth 
Things, is eaſy, and well fortified, andht 
nothing for a Tragedy to work on; ; "i 
laments under no Mis ortune, _— 7 
nettir 
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neither Solitude nor Company; And which 


purſues it; but is perfectly indifferent 
about the Length, and Shortneſs of his 
Life, And if he was to expire this Mo- 
ment, the want of Warning would not 
ſurpriſe him z He'd ne'er ſtruggle for more 
ime, but go off with Deceney and Ho- 
nour. Indeed, he is (olicitous'about No- 


e ſhould fail in the Functions of Reafon, 
prudence, and Generoſity. 
VIII. If you examine a Man that has 


1 deen well Diſciplined by Philoſophy ; you'l 
Wind nothing that's Unſound, Foul, or Falſe 


n him: Nothing that's Servile, Foppiſh, or 
ond; No ſelfiſh, no obnoxious, and ab- 


is Buſineſs is always done; His Life may 


* e (hort, but never imperfect: So that no 
O can ſay he goes off the Stage before 
e play is quite Acted. 


IX. The Happineſs of your Life de- 
nds upon the Quality of your Thoughts, 
refore guard accordingly : And take 


il re that you entertain no Notions unſuit- 
Ae to Virtue and reaſonable Nature; 
abe in order to this, you muſt be wa 
our Aſſent, Obedient to the Gods, 
en Benevolent to Mankind. 


"th X. As for other ſpeculations, throw 
D 2 them 


2 


is ſtill more, he neither flies Death, nor 


hing but his own Conduct, and for fear 


conding Practices To give him his due, | 
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them all out of your Head, excepting thoſe 
few Precepts above mention d; Remem 
bring withall, that every Mans Life lis 
all within the Preſent; For the Paſt i 
ſpent, and done with, and the Futrj 
uncertain : Now the Preſent if ſtricthy er 
amin d, is but a point af Time. Well then 
Life moves in a very narrow Compaj; 
yes, and Men live in a poor Corner of th 
World too : And the moſt laſting Fany 
will ftretch but to a ſorry Extent. Ti: iy 
Paſſage on't is uneven and Tag), ank 

therefore it can't run far. The trequen 
Breaks of Succeſſion drop it in the Cor 
veyance : For alas! poor tranſitory Mer: 
tals, know little either of themſelves, ord 
thofe who were long before them. 

XI. To the foregoing Hints you my 
add this which follows. And that 1s, t 
ſurvey and define every Object andThouyt 
extraordinary; and that with ſuch Penetr 
tion, as to diſſect it throughout, pull of i 
Mask and Fucus, and view it in its naked 
ſence: To call the Whole, and the Parts) 

their true Names; and be truly informed. 
their Force and Nature, both Single, and 
"Compoſition. For nothing is ſo likely! 
raiſe the Mind to a pitch of Greatneſs, a 
bring Accidents, Perſons, andPretenſ1ons 
atrue Teſt. For inſtance, To be ready | 
tell ones ſelf, to what ſort of purpoſer 
5 th 
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thing ſerves, and what ſort of World 'tis 

which makes uſe on't ? what proportion 

of value it bears to the Univerſe, and what 

to Men in particular; to Men I ſay, who 

are Citizens of that great * Capital, in re- The\ 

ſpe& of which all other Towns, are no World. 

more than ſingle Families. To return: 

My Buſineſs is to examine nicely into the 

preſent Object; to know what tis made 

on, and how long 'twill laſt z what Virtue 

it requires of me, and gives occaſion to, 

whethcr Fortitude, or Truth, Good Na- 

ture, or Good Faith, Simplicity, Frugali- 

ty, and fo forth z upon every Impreſſion 

and Accident, a Man ſhould be ready to 

pronounce, This was ſent me by Heaven, 

This is a Conſequence of Deſtiny ; This 

comes from Chance, over-ruled by Provi- 

dence. And this other was done by one of 

the fame Clan, + Family, and Corporati- See Bok 

on with my ſelf; Tis true, I don't like the * N. 1. 

Uſage, but the Man was a Stranger to the 

Relation he ſtood in; and knew no Bet- 

ter. But I am under none of this Miſtake, 

and therefore I will be Juſt,and Friendly to 

him, and treat him by rhe Laws of Common The ge. 

Society; for why ſhould any Man forfeit icksreck- 

for his Ignorance, and loſe a Natural Right. nd all | 

However, as to Things Indifferent, IL ſhall different, 

= care to look mn 2 and rate — 

them according to their reſpective Value. gv 
"D: 
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your Mind Stanch, and well Diſcipline 
as if this trial of Behaviour was your Laſt: 
And then, if will but ſtick to von 
Meaſures, and be True to the Beſt of you 
Self z and keep your Fears and Defirg 
from going farther : If living up to yout 
Nature, minding an opportunity, and ſtand. 
ing boldly by the Truth : If theſe Thing 
I ſay will ſatisfie you, you may be a Happ 
Mans now if you are but willing, the Woll 
can't hinder you from doing all this. 
XIII. As your Surgeons have their lu 
ſtruments ready for ſudden Occaſions, b 
be you always furniſh'd with Rules ati 
Principles, to let you into the Knowledy 
and Extent of Things Humane and Divint; 
for theſe Two have their Reference at 
Connexion with each Other. The con 
quence is, that your whole Practice ought 
to Turn upon this ſuppoſition : For with 
out looking into the Nature and Admin 
{tration of the Gods, you! fail in your 
Behaviour towards Men ; and thus tht 
Reaſoning holds backward, to the othe 
ſide of the Argument. 
XIV. Don't go too far in your Books, 
and overgraſp your ſelf. Alas! you hae 
"ny 
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no time left to peruſe your * Diary, to read 9 4. 
over the Greek and Roman Hiſtory, or ſo 
much as your own Common-Place-Book ; 
which you Collected to ſerve you when 
you were Old : Come, don't flatter and 
deceive your ſelf; Look to the main 
Chance, to the end and deſign of Read- 
ing, and mind Life more than Notion: 

I fay, if you have a kindneſs for your Per- 
ſon, drive at the practice, and help your 
ſelf, for that is in your own power. 

XV. Many People don't know the true 

Compaſs and Extent of Language: For 
inſtance, They an't aware in how many 
Senſes the words to Steel, to Buy, to Som, to 
beat Quiet, may be taken; nor how much 
meaning the Duties of Life carry in them. 
Theſe Actions are e@mmon]y either ſtrait- 
ned in the Notion, or miſapplied in the 
End, To ſay no more ont, He that would 
view this Matter rightly, muſt Think a lit- 
tle, and look inward. 

XVI. There are three things which be- 
long to a Man, the Body, the Soul, and 
the Mind: And as to the Properties of Them 
the Diviſion, Senſation belongs to the Bo- Hake, 
dy, Appetite to the Soul, and Reaſon to diftiadion 
the Mind, To have the Senſes affected, — 
and be ſtamp'd with the Impreſfion of an and che 
Object, is common to Brutes and Cattle: Mind, or 
To be hurried and convuls d with Paſſion, ile 
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is the Quality of Beaſts of Prey, and Me 


The Greek Of Pleaſure, of Libertines and“ Tyrants; 


mentions 


Phalaris 
and Nero, 


of Atheiſts and Traytors, and of thoſe 
who don't care what they do when ng 
body ſees them; and ſince theſe Qualitis 
are both Coarſe and Common, lets find 
ont the Mark of a Man of Probity : His 
diſtinction then lies, in keeping Reaſon at 
the Head of Practice, and being Eaſy in 
his Condition. To live in a Crowd of 


Objects, without ſuffering either in his 


Senſe, his Virtue, or his Quiet. To have 
a good underſtanding at Home, and be go. 
vern'd by that Divine Principle withir 
him: To be all Truth in his Words, and 
Juſtice in his Actions: And if the whole 
World ſhould disbelieve his Integrity, dif- 
pute his Character, and queſtion his Hap- 
pineſs, he'd neither take it ill in the leaſt 
nor alter his meaſures; but purſue the Exd; 
of Living, with all the Honeſty, Eaſe, and 
Reſignation imaginable. 
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BOOK IV. 


I. Hen the Mind Acts up to Nature, 

| and is rightly Diſpos'd, ſhe takes 
Things as they come, ſtands looſe in her 
Fancy, and Tacks about with her Circum- 
ſtances : As for fixing the Condition of her 


For- 
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fe ſhe is not at all Solicitous about 
that. Tis true, ſhe is not perfectly Indif- 


ferent, ſhe moves forward with a Prefer- 


ence in her Choice; but then tis always 
with a Reſerve of Acquieſcence, and being 
eaſy in the Event. And if any thing comes 
croſs, ſhee falls to Work upon't, and like 
Fire converts it into Fuel. For as this 
Element when *tis weak is eaſily put out; 
but when once well Kindled, it ſeiſes up- 
on what lies next, ſubdues it into its own 
Nature, and encreaſes by Reſiſtance, 

II. Let every Action tend to ſome Point, 
and be perfect in its Kind. | 
III. Tis the Cuſtom of People to go to 
unfrequented Places and Country Seats for 
Retirement; And this has been your Me- 
thod formerly. But after all, this is but a 
Vulgar Fancy. For tis in your Power 
to withdraw into your ſelf whenever you 
have a Mind to't. Now ones own Breaſt is a 
place the moſt free from Crowd and Noiſe 
in the World, if a Mans Retroſpections are 
ealy, his Thoughts entertaining, and his 
Mind well in Order. Your way is there- 
fore to make frequent uſe of this Retire- 
ment, and * your Virtue in't. And 
to this End, be always provided with a 


few ſhort unconteſted Notions, to keep 
your Underſtanding True, and make you 
eaſy in your Buſineſs, For Inſtance, what 

15 
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is it that Troubles you? Is it the Wicked, 
nefs 9 and the ill 'Uſapy 
you meet with? It this be your Caſe 
Out with your Antidote, and conſider 
That Mankind were made for mutual Ag, 
vantage; that Forbearance is one part of 
ry and that People misbehave them 
* See Book lelves againſt their Will, * Conſider liks 
See: wile; how many Men have embroyl{ 
Emperor themſelves, and ſpent their Days in Dil. 
gives bv putes and Animofities z and what did thy 


— 


reaſons for 


this par · get 1 it? Why They had more Tro 
dox and it may be, leſs of Life than they 
would have had. Be Quiet then, and dont 
diſturb your ſelf to no purpoſe. But it 
may be the Government. of the World 
does not gue you: Take out t other No 
tion, and Argue thus. Either Providemm, 
or Chance (its at the Hel; If the Firſt, the 
Adminiſtration can't be queſtion d; if the 
Latter, there's na mending ont. Beſides 
you may remember that the World is as i 
were one Great City and Corporation. 
But poſſibly the ill State of your Health 2, 
flicts you. Pray Reflect, your Soul does not 
lie in your Lungs, nor your Reaſon in you 
Breath, ſo that if you are ſomewhat Aſtb- 
matick, or out of Order, tis no {ſuch 
great Matter. No, Not if your Mind will 
retire, and take a view of her own Pri- 


viledge and Power. And when 2 
one 
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done this, Necollect her Philoſophy about 
Pleaſure and Pain z And to which ſhe has 
formerly aſſented. Well! It may be the 
Concern of Rave fits hard upon you. If 
you are pinch'd here, confider how quick» 
ly all things vaniſh, and are hy 
what an immenſe Chaos there ſtands, what 
an Extent of Darkneſs and Confuſlon on 
either ſide of Eternity. Applauſe! confi» * of kur · 
der the Emptineſs of the Sound, the Pre- nity paſt, 
arious Tenure, the little Judgment of ad te 
thoſe chat give it us; and the narrow come. 
Compaſs tis confin'd to: For the whole 
Globe is but a Point; And of this Little 
Po _ is 7 ＋ or where tis 

you'l have no Reaſon to 
either of the Number, or Quality af — | 
Admirers, Upon the whole ; Don't far» 
get to Retire into the Seat of your Rea- 
ſon; And above all Things, Let there be 
no Haling, nor g in the Caſe, but 
move Freely, and Gracefully, and manage 
Matters like a Man of Senſe and Spirit, lite 
a Burgher of the whale World, and like 
Creature that muſt die ſhortly. And a+ 
mong the reſt of your Stock, let theſe 
wo Maxims be always ready; Firft, That 
tis not Thizgs, bat Thoughts, which give 
ill {MI Diſturbance 3 For Things keep their Di- 
ri- WM france, and Teaſe no Body, till Fancy rai: 
s the Spleen, and grows RE 
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a Word, generally (peaking, the Worldj 
all Revolution, and Conduct Þ little bet. 
2. Sekt. g. ter than Fancy. 2 | 
IV. If the Faculty of Underſtanding 
lies in Common amongſt us all , the 
Reaſon, the Effect of it, muſt be common 
too: That Reaſon I ſay which Govern 
Practice by Commands, and Prohibition 
From whence we may conclude, that Man. 
kind are under one Common Regulation: 
And if under one Common Law, the 
muſt be Fellow Citizens, and belong to the 
ſame Body Politick. From whence 'twil 
follow, that the whole World is upon tx 
Matter but one Common-Wealth : For 
certainly there is no other Society in which 
Mankind can be Incorporated. Now thi 
common Fund of Underſtanding, Reaſon, 
and Law, is a Commodity of this fame 
Country, or which way do _ light 
on't ? For as the four Diſtin#ions in ny 
Body belong to ſome General Head, and 
Species of Matter; For Inſtance ; The En 
thy Part in Me comes from the Diviſion 
of Earth; The Watery belongs to anotiet 
Element; The Airy Particles flow from 1 
Third Spring, and thoſe of Fire _ * 

Diſtin 
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Diſtinct from all the former. For by the 
Way, Nothing can no more 1 Some- 
thing, than Something can ſink into No- 
thing: And thus in Proportion to the 
Reaſoning upon my Conſtitution, our D- 
derſtanding muſt have a Cauſe, and pro- 
ceed from ſome Quarter or other. hy 

V. Death, and Generation are both 
Myſteries of Nature, and ſomewhat. reſem- 
ble each other : For the firſt does but un- 
twiſt thoſe Elements, the latter had 
wrought together : Now there's nothing 
that a Man needs be aſhamed of in all this; 
Nothing but what his Reaſon may Digeſt ; 
And what reſults from'his Make, and Con- 
ſtitution. | 
VI. Practices and Humours are gene- 
rally of a Piece; Such Uſage from ſuch 
ſort of Men, is in a manner neceſſary: To 
be ſurpriz d at it, is in effect to Wonder 
at the eager Quality of Vinegar. * Pray *'Tipro- 
conſider that both you, and your Enemy bible the 
are dropping off, and that &er long your made this 
very Memories will be extinguiſhed, | Reflexion 
VII. Don't ſuppoſe you are Hart, and cug 
your Complaint ceaſes, and then no Dam- ſome great 
mages will be done. | ory 
VIII. That which does not make a Man 
worſe, does not make him Live worſe; And 
by conſequence he has no Harm by't either 
one way, or t other. 

IX. Na- 


— 
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IX. Nature was obllg d to Act in thi 

manner, for her own Convenience. 
+ That i, X. Take notice that all Events + tun 
_ upon Merit, and Congruity, Which | 
proceed yon obſerve _ you'l not only 
firſtCauſee celve a Connexion between Cauſes — El. 
fects, but a Sovereign Diſtribution of Jy 
ſtice ; which preſides in the Adminiſtrati. 
on, and gives every Thing its Due. 00 
on with this Remark z And let all you 
Actions anſwer the Character of a Good 
Man, I mean a Good Man, in the Strinef 

and Notion, of Philoſophy. 

TI. If a Man Affronts you, don't go in- 
to his Opinion, or Think 77 as He Soul 
have — No, look upon Things as Real. 
ty preſents them, and form your Judgment 
accordingly. 
XI. Be always provided with Princi- 
ples for the following Purpoſes: Firſt, To 
engage in nothing but what Reaſon Di- 
Qates, what the Soveraign and Legiſlative 
Part of you ſhall ſuggeſt, for the Intereſt 
of Mankind, Secorſdly; To be diſpoſed 
to quit your Opinion, and alter your Mea. 
ſares, when a Friend ſhall give you Good 
Grounds for ſo doing. But then the Res- 
ſons of changing your Mind ought to be 
drawn from the Conſiderations of Juſtice, 
Publick Good, or ſome ſuch Generous Mo- 
tive; And not becauſe it pleaſes your Fan- 
ey, or promotes your Reputation. XIII. 
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III. Have you any Senſe in your Head? 
Yes: Why don't you make uſeon't then? 
For if this Faculty does but do its Part, I : 
can't ſee what more you need wiſh for. "he 
XIV. At preſent your Nature is Diſtits- 
guiſh'd, and ſtands apart; But cer 1 


you'l vaniſh. into the Whvte > Or if 
pleaſe you'l be return'd into that A 


and Prolific Reaſon which gave you your 
Being. * | *TheSto- 
XV. When Fratikincenſe dc throwh tp gas d 
oh the Altar, one Grain uſually falls be. Soul a part 
fore another; but then the Dae of — 
Time is Infi onificant. +; 20 — it was 
XVI. The ſeeming Sin tys of Nes l 
ſon quickly wear off: Ds but Mick Jole Bag. 
to the Principles of Willem, and Thoſe 1 This 
who take you now for a Monkey, of Amer 
Madtnan, Will make a Got! of you in 2 ther he 
Weeks time. — 
XVII. Don't manage as if you had ten — 
Thouſand Years to throw away: Look ſbort life, 
you 3 Death ſtands at your Elbow ; make i, we call 
the moſt of Four Minute, and be Good for Sd 
Something, while tis in out Power. ble & 
XVII. Whit a great deal of Time ard Eternity, 
kaſe that Man geit who is not tronbled 
with the Spitit of Curiofity: Who lets his 
Neighbours Thoughts and Behaviour a- 
lone, confines his Inſpections to himſelf; 
Aud takes care of the Points of Honeſty 


and 
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and Conſcience. Truly as Agatho obſerves Nye 
this malicious, trifling Humour ought t MIC! 
be check d. In a Word, we muſt keep ti jo 
our own Buſineſs, for Rambling, and In. to 
pertinence is not to be endur'd. nic 
XIX. He that is fo very ſolicitous abou D. 
being Talk'd of when he is Dead, and e 
makes his Memory his Inclination, does na Wiſh | 
conſider that all his Admirers will quick. Wi: 
ly be gone. That his Fame will go leſsin Nhe 
the next Generation, and Flag upon the ſe! 
Courſe ; and like a Ball that's Handed Wo 
from one to another, twill be dropt u 
laſt; but granting your Monuments and er 
your Men immortal, what's their Panegy. Wo 
rick to you, when you are Dead, and know Wo! 
nothing of the matter? And if you were Bo! 
Living, what would Commendation figni- Nel 
fy, unleſs for the convenience of Imitati Wis 
on? To conclude; if you depend thus Won 
ſervilely upon the good Word of other Wa! 
People; you'l act below your Nature, and e 
neglect the improvement of your ſelf. Ur 
XX. Whatever is Good, that Qua- 
lity from it ſelf; tis finiſh'd by its own be 
Nature, and Commendation is no part 
of it. Why then a thing is neither bet- 
ter, nor worſe, for being prais d. This e 
holds concerning Things which are calld fr 
Good in the common way of ſpeaking, a W's 


the products of Nature and Art; what do r 
you 


— 
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Character in the ſtricteſt Propriety 2 Do 
you imagine it wants any Thing Foreign 
to compleat the Idea? What is your Opi- 
nion of Truth, good Nature and Sobriety? 
Do any of theſe Virtues ſtand in need of 
good Word; or are they the worſe for 


2 bad one? I hope a Diamond will ſhine 
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he worth on t; Neither is there any Ne- 


the Nreſſity of Flouriſhing upon a piece of Gold, 
ld Wo preſerve the Intrinſick of the Mettal. 


XXI. If Humane Souls have a Being af- 
er Death, which way has the Air made 


ere | | , 
ni- Neſolution of this latter Queſtion will ſa- 
th isfy the former. For as a Corps after 
hus Wome continuance turns into Duſt, and 


akes way for another; So when a Man 
es, and the Spirit is let looſe into the 
iir it holds out for ſome time, after which 


art er Renew'd, and Lighted up into ano- Conne 
xt- er Soul z * 'or elſe abſorb'd into that of don of Fire 
his Ne Univerſe. And thus they make room but a” 
1's r Succeſſion. And this may ſerve for an ws the 


only 


pon think then of that which deſerves this | 


cer the leſs for a Mans being ſilent about 


Room for them from all Eternity? Pray 
iow has the Earth been Capacious enough 
o receive all the Bodies buried int? The 


wears off and drops in Pieces. And * The Ste- 


. ; 1.50 ei. icks held 
hen Things come to this Paſs, tis ei —— 


wer upon the Suppoſition of the Souls PE. 


'viving the Body. Beſides, We are not ment. 
E 
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only to conſider the vaſt number of Bodies 
diſpos d of in the matmer above mention. 
ed z but what an infinite are every Dy 
devour'd by Mankind, and other Living 
Creatures, and as it were buried in their 
Stomachs; And yet by the Tranſmutati. 
on of the Food into Blood and Hutnour, 
and by the Conveyance of Perſpiration, 
there's Stowageenough. And no which 
way can a Man take z Proſpect of the 
Truth, and trace the Hiſtory of Nature 
Why in order to this, you muſt divide the 
Thing in Queſtion, into Matter, and 
By Form Form. * 1 5 
theSoicks *, XXII. Don't run Riot; keep your Ui. 
God, or derſtanding True, F and your Intention 
the Effici- Honeſt, = ; 
ent Gule XXIII. Whatever is agreeable to you 
Things O Qn:verſe||is ſo to me too. Your Thing 
Ie are never Miſtim'd. Your Methods ar: 

Sect. 36. . 

Book 7. acceptable, and your Seaſons all Spring and 
= $4 Summer to me | From Toy all Things pro 
Werd the ceed, ſubſiſt in you, and Return to You, 
Stoick And if the Poet call'd Athens the City g. 
unden. loved by Cecrops, why mayn't theWorld b 
ſtood God, ſty1'd the Fævonrite Toms of Jupiter: 

XXIV. kf you wonld Live at your Ed, 
ſays Democritus, Manage but a few Thing. 
I think it had been better, if He had fail, 
Do nothing but what is neceſſary; ant 
what becomes one made for Society * 

thing 
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thing but what Reaſon, preſcribes, and in 
the Order too ſhe prefcribes it. For by 
this Rule a Man may both ſecpre the Qua- 
lity, and draw in the Bulk of hisBufinefs 
And have the double Pleaſure of making 
his Actions Good, and Few, into the Bar- 
gain. For the greateſt part of what we 
ſay and do, being unneceffaty ; If this 
were but once retrenchd, we ſhould have 
both more Leifure, and leſs Diſtutbance. 
And therefore before a Man fets forward 
He ſhould ask himfelf this Queftion 3 Am 
not upon the Verge of ſomething unne- 
ceſſary and impertinent ? Farther z We 
ſhould apply this Hint to what we Think, 
as well as to what we Do; For Imperti- 
nence of Thought; draws Unneceffary 
Action after it. 3 

XV. Bring the Matter to an Iſſue, 


make an Experiment upon your ſelf, and 


examine your Proficiency in a Life of Vir- 
tue; Try how you can acquieſce in your 
Fate, and whether your own Honeſty, and 
Good Nature will content you. 

XXVI. Have you ſeen one ſort of For- 
tune? Pray view t'other too; fie er be di- 
ſturb d, but reduce your Perſon to its na- 
— _ and be not 3 for — 
than belongs to you. Is any Man gur 
of a Fault? Tis A himſelf hens Has ariy 
Advantage happen d to you? Tis the 

5 Bounty 
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*This Sec- 
tion is le- 
velled aj 
gainſt the 
Hypothe- 
fis of Epi · 
curu⸗. 


Bounty of Fate: Twas all of it preor- 
dain d you by the Univerſal Cauſe. Up. 
on the whole; Life is but ſhort, therefore 
be Juſt, and Prudent, and make your moſt 
on't. And when you Divert your ſelf, be 
always upon your Guard, i 


XXVII. The World is either the Effet. 


of Contrivance or Chance; If the latter, 
tis a World for all that, that is to ſay, Tis 
a Regular and Beautiful Structure. Now 
can any Man diſcover Symetry in hi 
own Shape, and yet take the QOniver 
for an Heap of Rubbiſh? I ſay the Uni. 
verſe, in which the very Diſcord, and Con- 
fuſion of the Elements, ſettles into Har- 
mony and Order. | 3 
XXVIII. There are ſeveral ſorts of 
ſcandalous Tempers, ſome Malicious, and 
ſome effeminate, others Obſtinate, Brutiſh, 
and Savage. Some Hutnours are Childiſh, 
and Silly: ſome Falſe, and others Scurri- 
lous, ſome Mercenary, and ſome Tyrannical. 
XXIX. Not to know what's in the World, 
and not to know what's Dane inthe World, 
comes much to the fame Thing, and 2 
Man is one way no leſs a Stranger, than 
t'other. To proceed. He is no better than 
a Deſerter that renounces Publick Reaſon, 
and the Laws of Providence. He is a Blind 
Man, that Winks with his Underſtanding; 
And he is a Beggar that is not furniſhed 
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at Home, but wants the Aſſiſtance of ano- 
ther. He that frets himſelf Sore becauſe 
Things don't happen juſt as he would have 
them, is but a ſort of an Ulcer of the 
World; By murmuring at the Courſe of 
Nature, he quits the Univerſal Body, and 
gains only the Diſtinction of a Diſeaſe. 
Never * that the ſame Cauſe 
which produced the diſpleaſing Accident, 
made him too. And laſtly, He that is 
Selfiſh, narrow-Soul'd, and ſets up for a 
Separate Intereſt, 'is a kind of Voluntary 
Out-Law, and Difincorporates himſelf from 
Mankind, EEE: 
XXX. This Philoſopher has never a 
Waſtcoat-to his Coat, t'other ne'er a Book 
to Read, and a third is half naked, and 
yet They are none of them diſcoliraged : 
One Learned Man has nothing for his Sto- 
mach, nor Another for his Lectures; How- 


ever they are reſolved to ſtarve on, and 


be Viſe in Deſpight of Misfortune. 
XXXI. Be fatisfyed with your Bf , 
and learn to Love what you were Bred 


too: And as to the Remainder of your 


Life, be entirely reſign d, and let the Gods 
do their Pleaſure: And when this is done, 
be neither Slave, nor Tyrant, to any Body. 
XXXII. To begin ſome-where, conſi- 
der how Buſineſs, Humqur, and Fortune, 
went with the World in Veſpeſfar's _ 
| 2 Conſi- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Cenſider this I fay, and you find Mankind 

uſt at the ſame paſs They are now. Some 
arrying, and ſome concern d in Educati. 

on, ſome Sick, and ſome Dying; ſome 

F ighting, and ſome Feaſting ſome drudg. 

ing at the Plow, and ſome upon the Ex. 
change, ſome were too Aﬀable, and ſome 
 over-grown with Conceitz one was full of 
Jealouſy, and t'other of Knavery z Here 

ou might find 2 parcel wiſhing for the 
Death of their Friends; and there a ſedi- 
tious Club complaining of the Time; 
ſome Loved their Wexcher, and ſome their 
Bags, ſome graſp'd at the Conſulſbip, a 
ſome at the — Well! All's over wit 
that Generation long ſince, Come for- 
ward then to the Reign of Trajan; Now 
here you'] find Mortals in the ſame Circle 
of Buſineſs, and Folly, they were in be. 
fore: But they are all gone too. Oo on 
with the Contemplation, and carry it to 
other Times and Countries, And here you! 
fee abundance of People very Buſy, and 
Big with their Projegs, drop off preſently, 
and Moulder to Daft and Aſhes ; Hors par- 
ticularly recollect thoſe within your own 
Memory, who have been hurrjed on in 
theſe vain Purſuits; How they have over- 
look'd the Dignity of their Nature, and 
thoſe better Satisfactions in their own 
Power. And here you muſt remember to 
pro- 
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proportion your Concern to the Weight, 
and Importance of Buſineſs: Thus you 


be ſafe againſt Trifling, and part with 


Amuſements without Regret, 
XXXIII. Thofe Words which were fot - 
merly current and proper, are now become 
Obſolete, and Barbarous, Alas! This is 
not all: Fame Tarnifhes in Time too 
And Men grow out of Faſhion, as well as 
Language. Thoſe eclebrated- Names of 
Camillus, Caſo, and Voleſws are Antiquated 
Thoſe of Scipio, Cato, and Hagiſtar w 
have the ſame Fortune; and thoſe of 4» 
drian, and Antoninus, muſt follow. All 
theſe Things are Tranſitory and quickly 
ſwallowed up in Oblivion, I ſprak this 
of thoſe who have been the wonder of 
their Age and ſhin d with Unuſual Luſtre. 
But as for the Reſt, they are: no ſooner 
Dead, than Forgotten. And i you could 
Perpetuats your Memory, what does Fame 
Everlofing ignifie > Meer Stuff! What then 
is it, that's worth ones while to be con- 
cern d for > Why nothing but This; To 
bear an Honeſt Mind, to Ac for the Good 
of Heiety ; to Deceive No body; to fore- 
{ee the Worſt, and be contented with what 
happens, upon theScore both of the Canſe, 
and the Neceſſity. POT A. 
XXXIV. Put your ſelf frankly ĩato the 
Hands ef Fate, and let her Spin you out 
what Fortune ſhe pleaſes. E 4 XXXV. 
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XXXXV. He that does a Memorah|, 
Action, and thoſe that Report it, are al 
but ſhort-liv'd Things, 
XXXVI. Accuſtom your ſelf to conſider, 
that whatever is produc'd, is produc'd by 
Alteration : That Nature Loves nothing ſo 
much as ſhifting the Scene, and bringing ney 
Perſons upon the Stage. To ſpeak cloſely, 
The Deſtruftion of one Thing, is the Mz. 
king of another: And that which Sj 
at preſent, is as it were the Seed of Sure 
For, which ſprings from it. But if you 
take Sred in the Common Notion, and 
Confine it to the Field, or the Garden, 
you have a dull Fancy. | 

XXXVII. You are juſt taking leave of 
the World, and don't you know what you 
are, and what you are not? Han't you 
done with unneceſſary Deſires? Are you not 
yet above Diſturbance and Suſpicion, and 
fully convinc'd that nothing without your 
| own Mill can Hurt you? Have you not 
| yet learn'd to be Friends with — 4 Body, 
and that to be an Honeſt Man, ys the only 
way to be a Wiſe one? 2. 
XXXVIII. To underſtand the true Qua- 
lity of. People, you-muſt look into their 
Minds, and examine their Purſuits, and 

Averlions. 3 
XXXIX. Your Pais can't lie in another 
Man's Head, neither can his N 
he . ment 
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ment, be your Misfortune. Nay farther, 
the Declenſion of your Health, or the Ac- 
cidents in your Carcaſs need not affect you, 
Where then are you Paſſive and Vulnera- 
ble? Why in that Part of you that forms 
udgments and Opinions of Things. Don't 
imagine you are hurt, and you are Impreg- 
nabſe: Suppoſe then your Fleſh was Hack 
Sear'd, or Putrified; for N Life, let your 
Fancy lie ſtill: * That is, don't conclude * A Soi. 
what is common to Good, or Ill Men, can ae 
be Good, or Evil in its ſelf. For that 
which may be every bodys Lot, muſt in 
its own Nature be Indifferent. | 

XL. You ought frequently to conſider | 
that the World is an Animal, Þ conſiſting + The Sto 
of one Sou and Body; that an Univerſal n velic- 
Senſe runs through the whole Maſs of World A. 
Matter. You ſpould likewiſe reflect how nimaed, 
Neture Acts by a Joynt Effort, and as it Con us, 
were altogether; And how, every thing che Soul 
contributes to the Being of every thing : of it. 
And laſtly, what Connexion and Subordi- 
x there is, between Cauſes, and Ef- 
ects, * 4A 13 TRE h 

XLI. Would you know what you are? 
Epicketus will · tell you that you are a Li- 
in Soul, that drags a Carcaſs about with 
ler. ali 2 Fa i; ER 1 

XLII. Things that ſubſiſt upon Change, 


and owe their Being to Inſtability, can 
nei- 
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ges Book neither be conſiderably Good, nor Bad. 
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XIII. The World Hurries off a Pac 
and Time is like a Rapid River: A Thing 
is no ſooner well come, but tis paſt z And 
then another is poſted after it; And it my 
be at length, the firſt will return under 
another Appearance. . . be il 
XLIV. Whatever happens Here, is 23 
Common, and well known as a Roſe in 
the Spring, or an Apple in Autumn: Of 
this kind are Diſeaſes, and Death, Calum 
ny and Undermining; And ſeveral other 
Things, which Raiſe, and Depreſs the Spi- 

rits of unthinking People. ory 
XLV. — wa and Conſequents are 
dexterouſly tyed together in the World; 
Things are not careleſly thrown on a Heap 
and joyn'd more unber than Nature; 
but as it were Artiticially inlay' d into each 
other. And as the preſent Set of Appears 
ences are very curiouſly contrived, fo thoſe 
por the Stocks are carried on by Rule, and 
come forward with great Uniformity. 
XLVI. The Elements are always ſhift 
ing their Forms, and Tranſmuting into 
each other. Therefore don't forget the Say- 
ing of Heraclitas; Thet the Earth dies into 
ater, Water into Air, Ain into Fire, and 
ſo Backward. Remember likewiſe the Sto: 
ry of the Man that Travelled on, with 
out knowing to what; place the wa 
a | would 
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I may ſay ſo, have given up the Ghoſt: 


lity; How many Field-Worthies, wh 
had knock'd ſo many Mens Brains ou 

How many Tyrants who manag'd ü th 
Power of Life and Death with as mug 
Pride and Rigour, and as if themſchy 
had been Immortal; How many Cities 


For Inſtance Heli ice in Greece, Pompeii, ani 
Herculanum in Italy ; not to mention mam 
beſides. Do but recollect your Acquain 
tance; And here you'l find People Mam 
ging and making way for Funeral; tu 
ourning for their Friends, and in 
Occafion for the ſame Office themſeha 
And all within a ſmall Compaſs of Tim 
In ſhort, Mankind are poor Tranſit at 
Things J They are one Day in the Rud: tir 
ments of Life, and almoſt the next, tun p. 
to Mumie, or Aſher. Your way is ther be 
fore to manage this Minute Wiſely, au 
part with it chearfully; And like a N. 
Nut when you drop oh ef the Husk, EC. 
ſure to ſpeak well of the Seaſon, and make hi 
— Acknowledgments to the Tree that mn. 
re uu. th 
XIIX. Stand Firm like a Rock, again N. 
which tho the Waves Batter, and Swell 6; 
they fall flat at laſt. How unfortunate 0 A 


this Accident made me, erys ſuch a one! 


Not at all! He ſhould 'rather ſay, what 1 fo 
Happy Mortal am I for being unconcerni tic 
* upot 
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n the Occaſion! For being neither 
Locked at the Preſent, nor afraid of what's 
o Come. The Thing might have hap- 


nut -n'd to any other Man as well as my (elf, 

cha ut for all that, every Body would not 

es are been ſo eaſy under it. Why then is 

ol: Bot the Good Fortune of the Bearing, 

Y more conſiderable than he IN FRO of 
e Happening? Or to roperly , 

— How on tha be a Misfortune - — Man: 
0 


which is no Diſappointment to his Na- 
ture? And how can that croſs upon a 
Man's Nature which falls in with the ve- 
ry Intention and Deſign of it? Now what 
Humane Nature, rightly diſpos'd, drives 
tnt, I ſuppoſe you are not to learn at this 
ud: time of Day. To apply this Reaſoning: 
mi Docs the preſent Accident hinder your 
err I being Honeſt and Brave, Temperate and 
am Modeſt, Judicious, and Unſervile? Ge. 
1 Now when a Man is furniſhed with theſe 
| Good Qualities, the higheſt Notion of 
ale him is finiſh'd, and his Nature has what 
b he would have. Farther; When any 
thing grows troubleſome recollect this 
Maxim; That generous Behaviour is to 
ſtrong for Ill Fortune, and turns it to an 

Advantage. | 
L. To conſider thoſe old People that re- 
gn d ſo unwillingly, is for a common No- 
tion, not unſerviceable; it helps us — 
what 
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what to Face Death, and contemn it: Ty By 
what aretheſelon p-liv'd Mortals morethy 
thoſe that went off in their * > what! 
become of Cæcilianur, Fabius, Jul ianus, ni 
Lepids? Their Heads are all laid fon 
where; They buried a pom Vn 
came at alt tot themſe 

whole; The difference e log 4 
ſhort Life is inff ignificant; eſpectally if you 


- confider the Accidents, the Company, au 


the Carcaſs you muſt go through with: 
Therefore don't let a Thought of this kind 
affect you one way or tother : Do bn 


look upon the aftoniſhing Notion of Tin: 


and Eternity: what an immenſe deal hy 
run out already, and how Infinite tis ſtil 
in the Future: Do but conſider this, and 
yor'l find three Days and three Ages of 
Life, come much to the ſame Meaſure and 
Reckoning. 

LI. Always go theſhorteſt way to work; 
Now the neareſt Road to your Bufineſ 
lies through Honeſty. Let it be your con- 
ſtant method then to deal eldarly and 2 
bove Board. And by this means you need 
— _ e it, you need not Quarrel, Flou- 

ac Bille wble like other People. 
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Hen you find an unwillingneſs to 
riſe early in the Morning, make this 
ſhort Speech to your ſelf: I'm getting up 
now to do the Buſtneſs of a Man; and am 
out of Humour for going about that I 
was made for; and for the ſake of which 
I was ſent into the World? Was I then 
defign'd for nothing but to Doze and Bat- 
ten beneath the Counterpane > Well! but 
this is a comfortable way of living. Grant- 
ing that : wer't thou Born only for Plea- 
ſure ; were you never to do any thing? F 
thought Action had been the End of your 
Being: Pray Took upon the Plants and 
Birds, the Piſmires, Spiders, and Bees, and 
you'l ſee them all Regular and Induſtrions, 
exerting their Nature, and buſy in their 


Station. For ſhame ! Shall a Spider act 


like a Spider, and make the moſt of her 
Matters, and fhan't a Man act like a Man? 
Why don't you rouze your Faculties, and 
manage up to your Kind? For all that, 
there's no Living withont Reſt : True; 
But then let's follow Natures directions, 
and not take too much on't : She likewiſe 
bas given you leave to Eat and Drink 
within a Rule; but here you generally ex- 
ceed your Commiſſion, and go _— 

n- 


— 
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Convenience: Whereas in buſineſs vou ar: 
apt to Favour your ſelf, and do leſs than 
lies in your power. In earneſt, you have 
no true Love for your ſelf : If you had 

ou would improve your Nature, Hurour 
ber Motions, and folicit her Intereſt. Now 
when a Man loves his Trade, how hel 
Sweat and Drudg to perform to a Curioſity, 
and make himſelf Maſter on't! But to ſpeak 
out, You mind your Perſon leſs than: 
Turner does the making of a Chair; 4 
Dancing Maſter has much more regard for 
his Heels, than you have for your Head : 
And as for Wealth and Popularity, hoy 
ſtrongly are they purſued by the Vain, 
and the Covetous? All theſe People when 
their Fancy is once ſtruck, puſh their Point 
might and main, and will ſcarcely allow 
themſelves neceſſary Refreſhment. And 
now can you think the Functions of Res- 
ſon, Juſtice, and Generoſity, leſs valuable 
than theſe petty Amuſements ? 

IT. What an eaſy matter tis to ſtem tle 
Current of your imagination; tg diſcharge 
a troubleſome, or improper Thought, and 
grow as calm and regular as one would 
wiſh ? . | 

III. Don't think any Action beneath 
you, which Reaſon and Circutnſtances re- 
quire; and never be milled by the appre- 
henſion of C:uſurce, or Reproach, 9 

10. 
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Honeſty prompts you to ſay, or do an 

thing, ne er Baulk your ſelf, or ſtart at it 
matter. If other People are particular in 
their Fancies and Opinions, mind them 


within you; purſue that which is moſt for 
our own, and the Common Intereſt. For 
to ſpeak ſtrictly, theſe Two are but one 
ind the ſame, 
IV. Ile jog on in that Path which Na- 
ture has Chalk'd out, till my Legs fink un- 
ler me; and then I ſhall be at Reſt, and 
xpire into that Air which has given me 
E teath; fall upon that Earth which has 
mintain d my Parents, help'd my Nurſe 
0 her Milk; and ſupply'd me with Meat 
and Drink for ſo many years; and tho its 
ayours have been often abus'd, ſtill ſuffers 
ne to Tread upon. | 
v. Wit and Smartneſs are not mightily 
your Talent : What then > There are a 
great many other good Qualities in which 
you can't pretend Nature has fail'd you: 
mprove them as far as you can, and let's 
avethat which is perfectly in your Power. 
ou may if you pleaſe, behave your ſelf 
ke a Man of Gravity, and good Faith, 
ndure Hardſhip, and deſpiſe Pleaſure ; 
rant but a few things, and complain of 
thing; you may be diſpaſſionate, ſtand 
pon your own Legs, and be Great if you 
A pleaſe, 


-- 
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pleaſe, and have nothing of III Nat 
vou have a mind tot; and how the Ply 


you don't Puſh, . and manage as you ſhoull 


tion, upon Flattery, or Oſtentation; upo 
| Uncertainty of Temper; and rolling frat 


Luxury, or. Trifling in your Humom: 
Don't you ſee how much you may do j 


of Incapacity is out of doors? And jy 


do: What then! Does any Natural Def 
force you upon Grumbling, Miſerableneh 
or laying your Faults upon your Conſtity 


one Folly to another? Can you ſay ya 
are ſo weakly made, as to be driven up 
theſe Practices? The immortal Gods knoy 
to the contrary! No, you might have ſtod 
clear of all This long ſince: And afte 
all, if your Parts were ſomewhat low, and 
your Underſtanding heavy, your way hal 
been to have taken the more pains with 
your ſelf, and not to have lain Falloy, 
and doted upon your own dullneſs. 
VI. Some Men when they do you a Kind 
neſs, ate preſently for Ringing the Obli 
gation in your Ears; othersare more m6 
deſt than this comes to: However, the 
remember the Favour, and look upon ver 
as their Debtor. A third ſort. ſhall 
every jot as much Benefactors, and yt 
ſcarce know any thing of the matter: 
Theſe are much like a Vine, which if. 
tisſied- by being fruitful in its Kind, and ett 


bea 


— 
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bears a Bunch of Grapes without expect- 
ing any Thanks for it. A Fleet Horſe of 
Greyhound, don't uſe to make a Noiſe 
when they have perform d ' handſomly , 
nor a Bee neither when ſhe has made a lit- 
tle Hony : And thus a Man that's rightly 
Kind, never proclaims a Good Turn, but 
does another as ſoon as he can; juſt like 
a Vine that bears again the next Seaſon. 
Now we ſhould imitate Thoſe who are ſo 
bliging, as hardly to remember their Be- 
eficence : But you'l fay, a Man ought to 
derſtand the Quality of his own Acti- 
ons. Tis ſomewhat natural for One that's 
enctous, to be Conſcious of his Genero- 
ity; yes truly, and to defire the Perſon 
dblig'd, ſhould be ſenſible of it too; I 
grant what you ſay; is in a great meaſure 
True: And if you don't take me right, 
fou make one of thoſe untoward Bene- 
actors I firſt mention d: Indeed, They 
hink their grounds plauſible enough ; for 
heir Vanity impoſes upon them. But if 
ou! view the caſe in its true Colours, 
te privacy of doing a good-turn will ne- 
r 
VII. The Atheriins us d to be mighty 
amorous to Jupiter for Rain upon their 
un Lands, but not a word for other 
eople. Now to my mind, They had cen 
etter have held their Tongues, ot elſe 
+ 3h pray'd 
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— with more of Extent, and Generg 
_ 

| VII. Aſcul piu, as we com 
*Probably ſpeak, has preſcrib'd ſuch a one * Ridi 
in adream Gut, Walking in his Slippers, or 2 
Bath; Now much to the ſame meaniig 
we may affirm, that Providence, or the Sw 
of the Univerſe, has ordered this or tha 
Perſon a Diſeaſe, loſs of Limbs or Eſtats 
or ſome ſuch other Calamity. For as h 
the firſt caſe, the word Preſcribed, ſgi. L 
fies a Direction for the Health of the r 
tient : ſo in the latter it means an Appl. Wl © 
cation, proper for the Conſtitution an R 
nefit of Fate. And thus theſe harſher 
Events may be counted fit for us; as Fre 
ſtone which is well joyn'd, and lies Sny 

in a Building, may be ſaid to fit it. It: 
deed, the whole of Nature, conſiſts of u 
Harmony and Congruity of Parts; Fory 
the World has its Form and Entirene 
from that univerſal Matter of which it con 
ſiſts; So the Character, and Diſtinction d 
Fate, reſults from the Quality and Cot 
currence of all other Cauſes contained 
it, The Common People underſtand ti 
Notion very well; Their way of peat 
ing is, This was ſent him by Deſting : & 
— ſoz was there not then ſomewhat o 
urpofe and Deſign fn it? Let us tif 


| 
| comply with our Doom, as we do 9 b 
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the Preſcriptions of a Celebrated Phyſici- 
an: Theſe Doſes are often unpalatable 
and rugged; and yet the defire of Health 
makes them go merrily down. Now that 
which Nature eſteems Profit and Conve- 
nience, ſhould be no leſs valued than your 
own Health : And therefore when any 
croſs Accident happens, take it =_ to 
you, 'tis for the good of the Univerſe, 
and pon himſelf is the better fort. A Stolcal 
Depend upon t, This had never been ſent bar. don. 
you, if the World had not found it's Ac- 
count in't: Neither does Nature act at 
Random, or order any thing which is not 
ſuitable to thoſe Beings under her Govern- 
ment, You have two reaſons therefore 
to be contented with your Condition : 
Firſt, becauſe you were Born, and ſingled 
out fort: "Twas afhgn'd you from the be- 
ginning by the higheſt and moſt antient 
Cauſes, Secondly, Tis for the Intereſt of 
him that governs the World; * It perfedts - \ 9 
his Nature in ſome Meaſure, and conti- theStoicks. 
nues his Happineſs: For it holds inCanſes, 
no leſs than in Matter and Quantity; If 
you lop off any part of the Continuity 
and Connexion, yon Maim the Whole. 
Now if you are diſpleas'd with your Cir- 
cumſtances, you diſmember Nature, and 
pull the World in pieces, as mich as lies 
in your power. 

= IX. Be 
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IX. Be not uneaſy, diſcourag'd, or on 

of Humour, becauſe Practice falls ſhort gf 

Precept in ſome particulars. - If you hay. 

8 pen to be beaten off your Reaſon, com 

on again; and let your Fancy ſtrike in a 

your ſecond Trial; and don't go like: 

School Boy to his Maſter, with an Ill-wil 

No, you muſt apply to Philoſophy with 

Inclination, as thoſe who have Sore Eye 

make uſe of a good Receipt. ' And wha 

you are thus diſpos'd, you eaſily acqui 

eſce, and be govern'd by Reaſon : Ani 

here you are to remember, that Philoſo- 

phy or true Wifdom will put you upon 

nothing but what your Nature wiſhes and 

calls for: And can you be ſo unreaſonable 

as to croſs the inclinations of your Nature! 

Ts not her Fancy the moſt agreeable of any 

Thing? And does not Pleaſure often de 

ceive us under this pretence ? Now think: 

little, and tell me what is there more de. 

lightful than downright Honeſty and Re- 

ligion, than Generofity and Greatnels d 

* The *o- Mind? And once more, what can be more 

icks man, entertaining than Prudence ? than to b: 

Wile Man furniſh'd with that Underſtanding which 

ien never keeps a Man from making a falſe Step, and 

12 helps him to Good Fortune in all his Bi- 
hi; Circum ſineſs N | | | 

fente, be KX. Things are ſo much perplex d, anc 

is, in the dark, that ſeveral conſiderable Ph: 

"= „„ 8 loſophe! 
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loſophers look d upon them as altogether 


2 — 


unintelligible,* and that there was no cer- * of the 
tain Teſt for the diſcovery of Truth; Even Opinion 


the Stoicks agree, that Nature and Certain- 


were Pyr- 
rho and 


6 is very hard to come at; that our Un- the New 
derſtandings are always liable to Error, - 


and that Infallibility 1s meer Vanity and 
Pretence. However, Our Ignorance is not 
ſo great, but that we may diſcover how 


tranſitory, and inſignificant all things are; 


That thoſe we commonly call the beſt Cir- 


cumſtances, are ſometimes in the worſt 


Hands ; and that tis poſſible for Thieves, 
Whores, and Catamites to run away with 
the World; and who then would care 
Three pence fort? Farther, Conſider the 
Temper of thoſe you converſe with, and 
you find the Beſt will hardly do; not to 
mention, that a Man has work enough to 
make himſelf tolerable to himſelf. And 
ſince we have nothing but Darkneſs, and 
Dirt to graſp at, ſince Time and Matter, 
Motion and Mortals, are always Rolling, 
and running out of themſelves ; for theſe 
reaſons I ſay, I can't imagine what there 
is here worth the minding. On the other 
hand, a Man ought to keep up his Spirits, 
for twill not be long before his Diſcharge 
comes: In the mean time, his point as to 
be eaſy, and ſatisfy himſelf with theſe 
tyo Conſiderations; the one is, that no- 

F 4 thing 
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® See Sect, 
8. ; 


thing will befall me, but what is for th, 
Intereſt of the Univerſe : The othe, 
that no body can command my Pradtice, 
or force me to act againſt my own Judy. 
ment. 

XI. What uſe do I put my Soul to, o: 
what Hand do I make of my Reaſon? Ii 
a ſerviceable queſtion this, and ſhould fre. 
iy be put to ones ſelf? I ſay, hoy 

oes my ſoveraign Part ſtand affected 
And what's the Furniture and Compleri- 
on of my Mind ? Is there nothing of the 
Boy or the — in't? Nothing that's ei. 
ther Tyrannical, or Effeminate ? 

XII. What ſort of good Things thoſe 
are, which are commonly ſo reckon d, you 
may learn from hence: For the purpoſe, 
if you reflect upon thoſe Qualities which 
are intrinſically valuable, ſuch as Prudence, 
Juſtice, Temperance and Fortitude, you 
won't find a Jeſt upon them apt to Reli, 


and make Sport : Whereas upon the ad- 


vantages of Fortune and Common Eſtima- 
tion, a piece of Raillery will paſs well e- 
nough. Thus we ſee the generality are 
ſtruck with the diſtinction, otherwiſe they 
would not diſlike the Liberty in one Caſe, 
and allow it in the other. The Felicities 
of Riches, Luxury, and Ambition, are all 


within the privilege of Buffoons, and li- 


able to the Laſh of the Stage : Now what 
ſignt- 
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ſenificancy can there be in theſe things, 


when a Poet's Jeſt will take Place upon 
them ? And that comical Droll may be 


patly applied to the Owner; He is ſo 


ſuffd, fays the Play, with Wealth and 
nery, that he has no room his Cloſe Stool. 
ll. My Being confits of Matter and 
Form, that is, of Soul and Body; Au- 
hilztion will reach neither of them; For 
as they were never produced out of No- 
thing, ſo they will always remain Some- 
thing e The conſequence is, that every 
part of me will ſerve to make ſomethin 
in the World; and thus I ſhall be toſs 
from one _ to another, through an 
infinite ſucceſſion of Change, And what 
wonder of all this > This conſtant method 


of alteration gave me my Being, and my 


Father before me, and ſo on to Eternity 
backward : For I think I may ſpeak thus, 
though the World is confin'd within a cer- 
tain determinate period, * : 
XIV. Reaſon needs no foreign Affi- 


See Book 
10. Sect. 7. 
Book 11. 


ſtance, but is ſufficient for its own 'pur- Sd. . 


poſes. This Faculty moves within it ſelf, 
and makes directly for the Point in view. 
For to take the matter rightly, Honeſty is 
always the neareſt way to ſucceſs. 

XV. Thoſe things don't belong to a Man, 
which don't. belong to him as 2 Man, or 
under the definition of his Species. This 

Notion 


— 
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Notien may be applyed to all External 
Advantage. For Theſe are not included 
in the Idea; They are not required of ys 
as Men; Humane Nature does not 

mife them, neither is ſhe perfected by 


them: From whence it follows that They 


can neither conſtitute. the Chief Ent of 
Man, nor ſtrictly contribute towards it. 
Farther, if theſe Things were any real 
Additions, how comes the Contempt of 
them, and the being eaſy without them, 
to be ſo great a Commendation ? To balk 
an Advantage would be Folly, for one 
can't have too much of that which is 
Good. But the Caſe ſtands otherwiſe For 
we know that Self-Denial, and Indiffe- 


rence about theſe Things is the Character 


of a Good Man, and goes for a Mark of 
true Greatneſs. | a 
XVI. Your Manners will depend very 
much upon the Quality of what you fre- 
quently think on ; For the Soul is as it 
were Tinged with the Colour, and Com- 
plexion of Thought. - Be ſure therefore to 
work in ſuch Maxims as theſe. A Man 
may live as he ſhould do, and Behave 
Himſelf well in all Places, By conſequence, 
a Life of Virtue, and that of a Courtier are 
not inconſiſtent. Again: That which a 
Thing is made for, tis made to Act for; 
and that which tis made to Act for, tis 
| natu- 
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naturally carried To: And in the due pur- 
ſuit of this Tendency the End of the A- 

gent confiſts. Now where the End of a 
Thing is, there the Advantage and Im- 
provement of it is certainly lodg d. From 
hence the Inference will be, that the Hap- 
pineſs of Mankind lies in Society, and Cor- 
reſpondence: ſince that we were made 
for this purpoſe; I have prov'd already. 


For is it not plain that the lower Order * See Book 
of Beings are made for their Betters, and a i. 


the higher for the Service of each other? 
Now as Life is preferable to bare Exiſtence, 
ſo amongſt all Living Creatures, the Ra- 
tional are the beſt Qualit. bk 
XVII. To expect an Impoſſibility is 
Diſtraction; Now tis impoſſible for III 
Men not to follow their Biaſs, and ſhow 
their Temper in ſome Inſtance or other. 
XVIII. There's nothing happens to a- 
ny Perſon but what is in his Power to go 
through with: ſome People have had ve- 
ry ſevere Tryals, and yet either by having 
leſs Underſtanding, or more Pride than 
ordinary, have charged bravely through 
the Misfortune, and come off without a 
Scratch; Now tis a ſcandalous Indecency, 
to let Ignorance, and Vanity do more with 
us, than Prudence and Principle. | 
XIX. Lie Thoughts, not Things which 
take hold of the Soul. Outward ObjeGs 
heel i ym Ine 
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can't force their Paſſage into the Ming 
nor ſet any of its Wheels a going. No, 
The Impreſſion comes from her 2 and 
tis her Notions — affect Her. As for 
the contingencies of Fortune, they are ei. 
ther Great or Little, — the 0. 
pinion ſhe has of her own 5 
XX. When we conſider we are bound 
to be ſerviceable to Mankind, and bea 
vith their Faults, we ſhall perceive there; 
a common Tye of Nature, and Relation 
Hetween us. But when we fee People groy 
troubleſome and diſturb us in our Buk- 
| neſs, Here we are to look upon Men 2 
Tndifferent ſort of Things, neither Good, 
nor Bad to us, but according to our Man- 
agement. *Tis true like a Croſs Wind 
may hinder Me in the Executing 
Pare, but all this while my Inclinations 
ſtand Firm, and the reſerve of a Good 
Meaning is ſecured to me. Being rightly 
Diſpos'd, I can paſs on to the Exerciſe 
of another Virtue ; And thus tis proba- 
ble I may gain by the Oppoſition, and 
tum the Difappointment to an Advan- 
tage. ; 
5 XXI. Among all Things in the Dyiverſe, 
| dire& your Worſhip to the Greatelt: 
And which is that? Tis that Being which 
Manages, and Governs all the Reſt, And 
as you worſhip the beſt Thing in — 
| 0 
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ſo you are to pay a.proportionableRegard 
w che beſt Thing in your. Sel * You! 
know it by its Relation. to the Deity. 
The Quality of its Functions will diſcover 
it, 'Tis the Reigning Power within you, 
which difpoſes of your Actions, and your 


XXII. That which does not Damnify 
the City, . or Body Politick, can't pro- c d 
ly ſpeaking damnify any Perſon that Emperor 
longs toit. Therefore when you think mens the 
you are ill uſed, let this Reflection be which, as 
your Remedy, and ſay thus to your ſelf; be ob- | 
If the Community is not the worſe for't. Ad. 
wan hy I. _ 5 is un 
injured, your $ is to ſhew' er- . 
1 his Fault, but not to grox 
Paſſionate — 3 | 2 PE: 
XXIII. Reflect frequently upon the In- 
ſtability of Things, and how = faſt the 
Scenes of Nature WP; — _ 242 
a perpetual Flux; ge is always, and 
every where at work, it ſtrikes through 
Cauſes, and Effects, and leaves nothing 
fixt, and Permanent. And then how ve- 
1 near the two vaſt Gulphs of Time, the 
aft, and the Future, ſtand together 
Now upon the Whole, is not that Man a 
Blockhead that thinks theſe Momentary 
Things, big enough either to make him 
Proud, or Uneaſy: 


em_ 


XXIV. 


arcs Antownads 3 


+ 1 XXIV. Remember what an Aims you Your 
Perſon ſtands for in reſpect of the Vniderſt 
what a Minute of unmeaſurable Time 
comes to your ſhare, and what a ſmal 
Concern yon are in the Empire of Fate 


XXV. A Man misbehaves himſelf to. 


wards Me; what's that to me? The Ac. 
tion is his, and the Will that ſet him up- 
ont is His, and therefore let him Joo 
tot. As for me, I am in the Condition 
Providence would have me, and am doing 
what becomes 
I _ | XRYL. Wh icr' the Motions of your 
Mt Body are Rugged, or Agtesable, don t let 
1 your Reaſon be concerned with them; 

5 confine the Impreſſions to their Reſpedtive 
Quarters, and let your Mind keep het di- 
ſtance, and not run in. Tis true, That 
which reſults from the Laws of the Uni: 
on from the force of Sympathy, or'Con- 
ſtitution, muſt be Felt, Br Ne Nature will 
have its Courſe; 3 But tho the Senſation 
can't be ſtop'd, it muſt not be ovet-rated, 
E nd to the Quality, of Cool, or 

VIE, 

XXVII. We ought to cotiverſe with the 
Gods, and live the Life tliat they do: 
This is done by being contehted with the 
Appointments of Providence, and by obey- 
ing the Orders of that Geier, which is 


both the Deputy, and the Offspring of 
Jupiter: 
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Jupiter: Now this Divine Authority is 
neither more, nor leſs, than that Soul and 
Reaſon, which every Man carries about 
him, n 1 —— — 
XXVIII. Are you angry at a Rank Smell, 
or an ill ſcented Breath? Why if a Man's 
Lungs, or Stomach, are ulcerated, or his 
Arm- pits out of Order, how can he hel 
it. But you'l ſay, the caſe is not paralel,, 
between an ill Action, and an ill Breath; 
the one is Choice, and the other Neceſſity. 
Well, If you think Mankind ſo full of 
Reaſon, pray make uſe of your own : Ar- 
gue the Caſe with the Faulty Perſon, and 
ſhow him his Error: If your Advice pre- 
vails, he is what you would have him; and 
then there is no need of belbgangry : And 
laſtly, Don't'imiſmanage either by your 
Haughtineſs, or Servility. - 
XXIX. Lou may live zow if you pleaſe, 
as you would chuſe to do if you were near 
dying: But ſuppoſe People won t let you; 


why then give Life the Slip*, but by no * A Sol. 


means make a Misfortune on't. If the 


Room ſmoaks I leave it, and there's an Gion. 
end, for why ſhould one be concern d at 


the matter? However, if nothing of this 
kind drives me out, T'le ſtay, behave m 
{elf like a Man of Spirit, and do what 
have a mind to; but then Ile have a mind 
to nothing but what I am led to by Rea. 
on and publick Intereſt. XXX. 
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XXX. God, or the Soul of the Tn 
i5 of a ſociable Diſpoſition: For this ra. 
ſon he has made the coarſer Part of the 
Creation, for the ſake of the Finer. Ani 


as for thoſe Beings of the higher Rank 


he has engaged them to each other by 


Jnclination.You ſee how admirably Thing 
are ranged, and ſorted, according to the 
Dignity of their Kind 5 and cemented to- 
gether by Nature, and Benevolenee! 

XXXI. Recolleft how you have behavd 
your ſelf all along, towards the Gods, 
your Parents, Brothers, Wife and Chi 
drenz towards your Inſtructors, Go- 
vernors, Friends, Acquaintance and Set- 
vants: Whether you have not done, 
or {aid ſomething unbecoming to ſome 
of them. Recolle& how much buſineſ 
you have been engag'd in, and hoy 
well you have gone through it : That 


now your Task is done, and the Hi- 


ſtory of your Life finiſh'd; Remember 
likewiſe , how much Bravery you can 
make out, how much of Plegſure , and 
Pain, and Grandeur, you have deſpisd; 
and how often you have done Good 4 
gainſt Evil. 

XXXII. Why ſhould Skill and Know- 
ledge be diſturb'd at the Cenſures of 0 
norance ? But you'l ſay, who are theſe 


Knowing, and Skilful People? Why thoſe 
now 
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who are acquainted with the Original 

Cauſe, and end of all Things, with that 

Reaſon that Pervades the Maſs of Matter, 

Renews the World at certain Periods, and 

overns it through all the Lengths of 

ime, N 

XXXIII. You'l quickly be reduced to 

hes and Skeleton; And it may be you 

my have a Name left you, and it may be 

ot: And what's a Name? Nothing but 

Sound, and Syllable. And then for thoſe 

hings which are ſo much valued in the 

'orld, they are miſerably empty, and 

nſignificant. The Prize is ſo mean, that 

t makes the ſcuffle about them Ridiculous. 

t puts one in mind of a parcel of Puppies 

narling for a Bone; And the conteſts ot 

ittle Children ſometimes tranſported, and 

ometimes all in Tears about a Pl IT hing. 

Ind as for Modeſty and Good Faith, 

Truth and Juſticez they have left this 

icked World, and retired to Heaven: 

ind now what is it that can keep you 

gere. For if the ObjeTs of Sence are float: 

ng, and changable , and the Organs . © 

ty, and apt to be impos d on: If the 

oul is but a Vapour drawn off the Blood, 

nd the Applauſe of little Mortals inſigni- 

cant ; If thecaſe ſtands thus, what is it 

ou ſtay for > Why Jam reſol ved to have 

atience, till I am either Extinguiſh'd, or 
G Nemo d. 
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Into a Rewovd. * And till that time come, 
_— what is to be done? The anſwer z 
caſie: To worſhip the Gods, and ſpeat 
honourably of them; to be beneficial t 
Mankind; to bear with their Faults, an 
let their property alone. And laſtly, t 
remember, that wliatevet lies without th: 
compaſs of your Perſon , is nothing df 
yours, nor in your power. ty 
XXXIV. You may be always ſucceſsful 
if you do but ſet out well, and let your 
Thoughts and Practice proceed up 
Grounds and Method. There are two 
perties and priviledges common to 
and all Rational Beings; The one is, nat 
to be hindred by any thing Foreign 
The other, to make Virtue their ſuprean 
ſatisfaction, and not ſo much as to deſire 

or eg inn 
XXXV. If this Accident is no fault d 
mine, nor a conſequence of it; And be 
ſides if the Community ir ne er the work 
for't, why am I concern'd > Now which 
"By the Way the Commiunity may be damnikied, | 

Conmui- fhall diſcourſe afterwards. ““ 

Gelberg: XXXVI. Don't ſuffer a ſuddain Imprel 
* Se:Book ſion to Oycrbear. your Judgment. IX 
a. *t2.55- thoſe that want your Aſſiſtance have it, 
| as far as the Caſe requires. But if For 
tune as they call it, lies hard upon them, 
don't you conclude upon any real — 
| 0 
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1 


for there's no ſuch thing. However up · 
on the _ of Tenderneſs, and Humani- 
ty, you condeſcend to their Weak- 
neſs, ind 7 reat them alittle in thir own 
way. But then you muſt remember to 
keep your Notion true, and not ſuffer your 
Cortpatiion, torun away with yourRen- 
ſon : Thus when you ate Haranguing in 
the Roſtra and courting the Papulace ; 


* APulph 


in one of 


When you are thus buſie, I ſay a little of this theSquares 


to your ſelf would not be amiſs. Heark you 


at Rome, 
where the 


Friend, have you forgot that this Glitter greatMen 


0 f Hononr „it but 
— it, but for all t 


I and Pageautr, 
'tis — y 


hf 


Us ches to 


u ſe to 


led. Ii 222 well! And becauſe ot ber —4 


People are 
may be 4 happy Fellow in any Ground , pro- 
vided you = the wit to chuſe your Fortune 
bendſomly + Now sf you ark 3 1 muſt 
tell you if your Manners be good, your For- 
"= can Lend bs had. For in a word, Hap- 


pineſe lies all in the Functions of Reaſon, 


. warrantable Deſires, and regular Pra- 
ice, 


— 


ſequious, ſo that Sovereign Regſan 
ich gives Laws to it, has neither Mo- 
G 2 tive 


Fools, muſt you „ Du '* 


1005. 


A Mas! is all of it plyable, aud ob- 
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tive nor Inclination, to bring an Evitup- 
on any thing. This great Being is 10 
way Unfriendly or Hoſtile in his Ny. 
ture, He Forms and Governs all thing 
but hurts nothing. 

II. Do but your Duty, and don't tres 
ble your ſelf about your Condition: If 
you behave your ſelf well 3 ne're mind 

whether tis in the Cold, or by a | 
Fire, whether you are overwatched, N 
ſatisfied with Sleep, whether you have: 
Good word, or a Bad one; whether you 
are in Health, or Dying; For this lis 
muſt be done at one time or other. II 
= of the Buſineſs of Life to looſe it 
iandſomly, Upon the whole; If we de 
but manage the Preſent to Advantage, 
that's enough. | 

III. Look thronghly into Matters, and 


let not the Diſtinction, or intrinſick v. 

: lue of any thing eſcape you. - 
Some TV. The preſent appearance of Thing, * 

0 uſi 
phers held will quickly undergoe a Change; and 7 
ail Matter be either exhaled into Common Matte, — 
Lee das or diſperſed into their reſpective Bee 
others ments. 8 
en V. That Intelligent Being that Covem N Hc 
Four A. the Univerſe, has perfect Views of eren. p 
»--w.re Thing; His Knowledge penetrates the - 
0.4 quality of Matter, and ſees through ally n 
Principes the conſequences of his own Operation = 
of Bodies, | VI, Tout 
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to imitate the Injury. 2 

VII. Be always doing ſomething ſer- 
viceable to Mankind, and let this conſtant 
Generoſity be your only Pleaſure z not 
forgetting in the mean time, a due Refer- 
enceand Regard to the Deity, 

VIII. Tis the governing part of the 
Mind, which awakens Thought, and al- 
ters the Quality of it z which gives what 
Air ſhe pleaſes to her own Likeneſs, and 
to all the Accidents and Circumſtances 
without her, 

IX, The particular Effects in the World, 
are all wrought by one Intelligent Nature. 
This Univerſal Canſe, has no Foreign 
Aſhſtant, no interloping Principle, either 
without his Juriſdliction, or within it. 

X. For Argument fake let's uſe a Diſ- 
junction; The World then is either nothing 
but a Rencounter of Atomes, a heap of Con- 
fuſion, and a hurry of Chance,orelſe'tis the 
effect of Deſign, and under the Laws of 
ge Order, and Providence: If the firſt, what 

ſhould I ſtay for, where Nature is in ſuch 

i Hotchpotch, and Things are ſo blind- 
en jumbled together > Why dor't I rather 
me it my Choice to diſengage, and re- 
turn to the Element of Earth * as ſooꝑ as 
may be? Why ſhould I give my (elf any 
trouble? Let me do what Iwill, my Con- 
| G 3 Aitntion 


VI. The beſt way of Revenge, is not 


* An Ru- 
preſſſon of 
Hewes, 
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ſtitution maſt be Broken, and my Atom, 
all Disbanded in a little time. But if ther 
is a Providence, and the latter part of the 
Dis junction holds good, then I Adore th 
Great Governour of the World, and an 
eaſie in the proſpect of Protection. 

XI. When you happen to be ruffled 
a little, and thrown off your Temper by 
any croſs Accident, retire immediate) 
into your Reaſon ; And don't move out 
of Rule any longer than needs muſt : For 
the ſooner you recover a Falſe Step, the 
more you will be Maſter of your Pn. 
ctice. — 

XII. Put the caſe, you had a Mother 
in Law, and a Mother at the ſame time tu {Ml t. 
you would pay a regard to the Firſt, your Wl ® 
Converſe I conceive would be moſtly with WM * 
the Latter. Let the Court and Philoſah, A 
repreſent theſe two Relations to you; 
apply frequently to this laſt, and ſet up 
your ſtand with her. For 'tis a Life d 


— -—= ry, . $f Fu ,._, ta > = © . 


Virtue, and Philoſophy , which makes t 
you, and your Courtiers, tolerable to each of 
cther. 5 l 

XIII. To check the pleaſure of Lurui i © 
we ſhould in our Fancy at leaſt, take +l 
way the Garniſhing of the Diſhes, the vali pl 
the Cook ſets upon them, and give then t 
Namesleſs tempting then ordinary. For th - 


purpoſe, we may ſay, this is but the an 
0 
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ofa Fiſh, this Fowl has no more Lite in't 

then I ſhall have when I am Buried; and 

tother is no better then a Piece of a 

Dead Hog. And then for this 'Rottle of | 
Falerno, what is it but a little Moiſture — 
ſqueaz'd out of the Tumour of a Grape? in cange- 
And to mortifie the Vanity of Fine Cloths, IT 
and prevent your Purple, from growing rjchen 
to big for you, conſider that tis nothing Wines in 
but Sheeps Hair twiſted togethether, an * Purple 
ſtain'd in the Gore of a little Shell-Fiſh. was fo 
And if we were to proceed to ſome other Mins 10s 
ſatisfactions of Sence , we ſhould find oftheEn- 
them but courſe in their Cauſes, and Con- cure, 
ſtitution; And as theſe Notions ſtrike Tresſon | 
through the Sſirface, preſs into the heart for the 
of Things, and ſhew them in their Natu- et ... 
ral Colours; ſo we ſhould carry them on, 

and apply them to all the Pageantry of 

Life. And where things appear moſt 
Plauſible , and Pretending , be ſure to 

bring them to the Teſt, and look within 

them. And when the Paint is thus pull'd 

of, the Courſneſs of them will eaſily be 
diſcovered. Without this Care, Figure 

and Appearance are great Cheats z And 


when you think your Fancy is beſt em- 


ploy'd, you't be moſt F ooled : Even Vir- 


tue it ſelf is ſometimes. Counterfeited, 
and Gravity is nothing elſe but Grimace, 
Thus Crates diſcovered NXenocrates's Philo- 

G 4 ſophy 
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ſophy to be only skin deep; great De. 
mureneſs without, and no leſs Vanit 
wit hin. f 

XIV. The Inclination of the generality, 
may be reduced to theſe Heads, ſome Peq- 
ple arelittle enough to be ſmitten with 
| things in the ſtate of bare Exiſtence, 
1 Vegetation; As with Wood, Stones, Fruit, 
and ſuch like. Others who are ſomewhat 
more tolerable in their Fancy, muſt hay: 
Life to Charm them; And theſe, it may 
be are mighty in love with their Flocks 
and Herds. A Third ſort, better furniſh'd 
than the former, admire nothing beneath 
Humane Nature; But then they dont 
As in take in the whole Kind, but tis either the 
Slaves Skill, Parts, or Property * of ſome parti- 
lng c culars which Affect them. But he tht 
their Ma- Values a Rational Creature without Limi- | 
ſte. tation, or Partiality, runs into none of 
the Dotages above mentioned : But makes 
it his chief buſineſs to look at Home, to 
keep Reaſon and Good Nature ſtirring, 
and to aſſiſt all Mankind in dhe public 

Intereſt. 2 
XV. Some Things are preſſing for Birth, 
anb Being, and others are poſting off, and 
that which was entire juſt now, is part of 
it ſpent already. The World is renew 
by this Change and Rolling, no leſs than 
Time is by a perpetual Succeſſion. _—_ 
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who wou'd Dote npon Things hurryed 
down the Stream thus faſt, and which tis 
impoſſible to take hold on? Such a Paſſion 
is much like falling in Love with a Spar-“ 
row flying over your head, you have as 
it were but one glimps of her, and ſhe is 
out of ſight. To go on; Life is but a ſort 
of Exhalation of the Blood, and a little 
Air ſuck d into the Lungs. Now to re- 
turn your Breath for the ſupport of 
Life, and expire your laſt, when you 
loſe it, is much what the ſame Action. 

XVI. Neither the perſpiration of Plants, 
nor the Breath of Animals, nor the Im- 
preſſions of Senſation, nor the Poppet-mo- 
tions * of Paſſions, are priviledges of any · g...,c 
great value. To which we may add the they do as 
Inſtinct of crowding into Herds, together . sien 
with the Functions of Nutrition; This upon 
latter being not unlike a ſeparating kind Wuss. 
of Evacuation, What then is it that you 
count worth your Eſteem > Huzza's and 
Acclamations ? Not atall. Why then you 
muſt not value Harangues and Panegyrick, 
for this is but a Mannerly ſort of bawling 
about a Man. Well: I find Fame and Glo- 
ry won't tempt you, what then 1s there 
behind worth the having? To govern | 
your Motions, and make uſe of your Be- 
ing according to the Intentions of Nature; 
This is the deſign of Arts and Improve- 

ment, 
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go 
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ment, in other caſes; every Artificer, 


and Profeſſion, endeavouring to male 


the Thing fit, to anſwer the end for 
which it was intended. This for inſtance, 
is the Deſign of Vine-dreſſers, thoſe that 
manage Horſes, and make Dogs ; Their 


buſineſs is to make the moſt of things, 


and drivethem upto the top of their Kind, 
And what other view has Learning and E- 
ducation, but to improve the Faculties 
and ſet them the right way at work ?'Tis 
agreed then the main point lies here: 
compaſs but this, and let the World Rub: 
what? Muſt your Inclinations always run 
Riot, and will you never keep them true 
to one thing? Muſt you be ſtill hanker- 
ing after this- Fancy and t other? Why 
then let me tell you, you always be a 
Slave, always in Wants, and Diſquiet. 
This Temper will let looſe abundance of 
uneaſy Paſſions upon you: Twill make 
you grow envious, full of Jealouſie, and 
Suſpition, and apt to overreach Thoſe 
who are poſſeſſed of ſomething you have 
a mind to, And when ſtrong defires are 
unſatisfied, you'l find your ſelf mightily 
diſturb'd. And this will make you mur- 
mur, and grow mutinous againſt the Gods. 
But if you come once to rg dueRegard 
to your Reaſon; you! pleas'd with 
your ſelf, ſerviceable to Society, and — 

plyant 
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plyant with the Gods; That is you'l be 
entirely ſatisfied with their Adminiſtra- 
tion. 75 
XVII. The Elements either prefs up- 
wards, or tumble downwards, or elſe run 
round in a Circle: But Virtue has none 
of theſe Motions; ſhe is of a nobler Kind: 
Her Progreſs in Regular Thoughts, is 
ſomewhat unintelligible, but always proſ- 
ous. 9 

XVIII. What a ſtrange Humour there 
is amongſt ſome People? They don't care 
to afford a Good Word to their Contem- 
poraries, and yet. are very deſirous of be- 
ing prais d by Poſterity: That is by thoſe 
they never ſaw, nor ever will have the 
leaſt acquaintance with: Now this is al- 
moſt ſuch a Freak, as it would be to be 
diſturbed becauſe you were not Commen- 
ded by the Generations that lived before 
you. | han 
XIX. Becauſe you find a Thing very 
difficult, don't preſently conclude that no 
Man can maſter it. But whatever you ob- 
ſerve proper, and practicable by Another, 


believe likewiſe within your own Power. 


XX. If an rere in the Circus tears 

our Fleſh with his 

us with his Head ; we don't ufe to cry 

out Foul-play, nor be offended at the 

Rongh Uſage, nor ſuſpect him afterwards 
a8 


— 


ails, or Tilts againſt 
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as a dangerous Perſon in Converſation, 
Tis true, when we are at the Exerciſe, we 
Guard, and Paree; But all this is done 
without raiſing ill Blood, or looking up- 
on the Man as an Enemy. Let us act at 


this rate in the other Inſtances of Life: 


When we receive a Blow, let us not think 
our ſelves in a Battle, but at a Tryal 


of Skill. We may Fence as I ſaid before, 


and manage the Conteſt with Caution, 
but not with Malice, and Ill Will. ; 
XXI. If any one can convince me of an 
Error, I ſhall be very glad to change my 
Opinion, for Truth is my Buſineſs ; and 
right Information hurts no body. No: 
He that continues in Ignorance and Mi- 
ſtake, tis He that receives the Miſchief, 

XXII. III do my Duty, that's enough. 
As for other Things I ſhall nc'er be di- 
{turb'd about them. For if they happen to 
come croſs, Tis but conſidering that They 
are either without Life, or without Reaſon, 
or without Judgment, and thus I can eaſi- 
ly paſs them over. » 

XXIII. As for Brute-Animals, and 
Things undignified with Reaſon, uſe them 
Freely, and Boldly, as being of a ſuperi- 
or Order your ſelf. But Treat Men like Be- 
ings of your own kind, and Members of the 
ſame Society. And in all your Affairs in- 
voke the Gods for their Aſſiſtance. A 

or 
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for the time you are to continue this Re- 
gularity; ne er trouble your ſelf whether 
tis long or ſhort. For three Hours of Life 
thus well ſpent, will do your Buſineſs. 
XXIV. Alexander the Great and his 
Groom, when dead, were both upon the 
ſame Level : And run the ſame Fortune 
of being either ſcattered into Atomes, or 
abſorb'd in the Soul of the Univerſe. * 


— 


XXV. What abundance of Motions * See Book 
there are in the Body, what abundance of-. 


Thoughts and Senſations in the Mind at 
the ſame time? What a vaſt number of 
Operations are performed, and how much 
Buſineſs is Diſpatch'd within us in a ſingle 
Moment? He that conſiders this, won't 
wonder ſo much that infinitely more pro- 
ductions ſhould ſtart out together in the 
Univerſe: Or that the Soul of the World 
ſhould by once exerting Himſelf look 
over, Actuate, and govern the whole Maſs 

of Matter. | 
XXVI. Suppoſe you were asked to ſpell 
Antoninus's Name, would you Hollow 
every Letter in the Company's Ears? Or 
would you return their Paſſion, if they 
were Angry? I conceive you would ra- 
ther go mildly to work, and give them 
the Letters and Syllables as they ſtand, 
without Noiſe. Apply this to greater In- 
ſtances, and remember that all Duties in 
Mo- 


r 
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Morality, have ſuch a determinate Num. 
ber of Parts and Circumſtances to rende: 
them compleat ; Theſe muſt be. all taken 
| : care of, and perform'd in order; But then 
it muſt be done ſmoothly, without groy. 
ing Hot upon meeting with Peeviſhne(; 


and Provocation. 

XXVII. Tis a ſort of Cruelty to ball 
| People's Fancies, and not give them leave 
= to purſue what they reckon their Inte. 
| reſt. And with this you are chargable in 
ſome Meaſure your ſelf, when you are 
angry with thoſe that do amiſs, Why 
= fo? Becauſe they imagine they are carty- 
ing on their own Intereſt and Conveni- 
ence. But that you'l ſay is their Miſtake, 1 
grant it; But then tis your part to lead 
them out ont, and to ſhew them their 
Error, without Paſſion; and Reſentment, 
XXVIII. What is Death? Tis a reſting 
from Senſation, and Deſire, A ſtop upon 
the Rambling of Thought, and a Releaſe 

from the drudgery about your Carcals. 
XXIX. Keep _ Spirits for Buſi- 
neſs as long as your Conſtitution laſts; for 
it would be aſhame if your Mind ſhould 
Faulter, and Give In, before your Body. 
XXX. Have a care you han't too much 
of an Emperour in you, and that you 
don't fall into the Liberties and Pride of 
your Predeceſſors? Theſe Humours are 
ea- 


/ 
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eaſily learn d, therefore guard againſt the 
Infection. Be Candid, Sincere, and Mo- 
deſtly Grave. Let Juſtice and Piety have 
their Share in your Character; Let your 
Temper be remarkable for Mildneſs, and 
Goodnature, and be always enterprizing 
and vigorous in your Buſineſs. And in 
ſhort ſtrive to be juſt ſuch a Man as Vir- 
tue and Philoſophy would make you? 
Worſhip the Gods, and Protect Mankind. 
This Life is ſhort, and all the Advantage 
you can get by it, is the Opportunties you 


have of Adoring Thoſe Above, and doing The 


thing like a Diſciple of Artonimns, f Imi- t Author 
means the 
his Good Conduct, in the Equality, ba, 
nn, ogg 
| ＋ Adoptive 
Unpretendingneſs of his Behaviour, and Father. 


Good to Thoſè Below yon. Do every 
tate him in the Vigour and Conſtancy of 


Sweetneſs and Piety of his Temper, the 
Serenity of his Aſpect, the Modeſty and 


the generous Ambition he had to be per- 
fectly Maſter of his Buſineſs. Farther : 
Twas his Way, to diſmiſs nothing till 
he had look'd through it, and view'd it 
on all ſides: to bear unreaſonable Re- 
monſtrances without making a return; 
never to be in a Hurry: To backward 
in giving encouragetnent to Enformers : 
He was a great Judge of Men and Man- 
ners: Bnt of no Satyrical and Repri- 
manding Humour : Not at all apt to be 

Frighted 


n 
— — —— —- — 
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Frighted, or Surpriz d: Not too ſuſpici. 
ous, nor in the leaſt over- run with Imper. 
tinence, and Conceit : Expence and Fi. 
gure was none of his Fancy; As one might 


eaſily perceive, by his Palace, his Furni. 


ture, his Habit, his Eating, and his At. 
tendance. Lenity was his Humour, and 


Fatiguing his Delight. He was ſo Tem. 


porate in his Diet, that he was able to ſit 
at the Council Board till Night, without 
withdrawing into another Room; For the 
Neceſſities of Nature never return d upon 
him till their uſual time. He was firm in 
his Friendſhip, and ſteady and agreeable 
in the Manner of ſhowing it. He gave 
his Courtiers all the Freedom Imaginable 
to contradict him; And was pleaſed with 
the Propoſal of a better Expedient than 
his own. Toconclude he was a Religious 
Prince, but on this ſide Superſtition, pray 
imitate theſe gogd Qualities of his, that 
you may have the Satisfaction of them at 
your Jaſt Hour, | 
XXXI. Rouſe and recolle& your ſelf: 


and you'l perceive your TrouDle lay only 
Them in aScene of Imagination: * And when 


perour 
ſeems to 


you are well awaken, Turn the Tables, 


have made and carry the Contemplation through Life, 


thiReflec- And then the World in a Dream, and the 


tion after 
a troubles 
ſome ' 

Dream. 


Wold out on't, will appear much what 
the ſame thing. | 
XXXIl 
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XXXII. My Perſon conſiſts of Soul and 
Body : To this latter all things are Moral- 
ly indifferent; the Body being in no con- 
dition to make a diſtinction of this kind, 
And as to my Mind, there's nothing can 
affect her in the quality of Good or Evil, 


her own Actions excepted; Now theſe are 


all within her Power : And of all her 
Actions ſhe is only concern d with the pre- 


ſent ; For what's pſt or to come, ſignifies 


as much as nothing, and falls under no 
Moral Character. 0 

XXXIII. As long as the Hands and 
Feet do the work they were made for, 
they move naturally, and witheafe : Thus 
while a Man performs the Functions of his 
Hecies, and keeps true to his Condition, he 
feels no more weight than what Nature 
lays upon him. Now that which is not 
beſide the Intentions of Nature, can ne- 
ver be a real misfortune. 

XXXIV. What abundance of ſenſual 
latifa&ion have Thieves, Catamites, Par- 
tieides, and Uſurpers been poſſeſſed of 
We may gueſs at the quality of Pleaſure, 
by its falling to the ſhare of ſuch Wretch- 
& as theſe, * JR 

XXXV, Don't you obſerve among your 
Artificers, tho! they bear the Contradicti- 
on and Impertinence of the Unskilful, yet 
they won't comply 75 far as to be tulked 

| Out 


A kind of 
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out of their knowledge, or work againſt 
the Rules of their Trade ? Andi is: it not 
a ſcandalous buſineſs, that an Architect or 
a Phyſician, ſhould have more regard for 
their Profeſſion, then a Man has for his 
For His I ſay, in which he has the ho- 
nour of the Gods for his Partners. And 
what's a Man's Trade ſimply confideredss 
a Man? Why nothing hut the ftudy and 
— of Virtue, and: Moral Philoſo- 
IV. 18 1 1 88 [19301 

XXXVI. The vaſt Continents of E. 
rope and Afa, are but Corners of the Cre- 

tion: The Ocean is but a drop, and 

Mount Athos but a Grain in reſpeCtof;the 

r : And the preſent inſtant of 

Time but a Point to the extent of - Eterni- 

ty. Theſe things have all of them Little, 

Changehble, and Tranſitory Beings; Re. 

= member likewiſe that all} things proceed 
= from the Soul pf the Univerſe, either by 
direct, cx.conſequential Cauſality. Thus 
the growling Deformity of a Lyon; the 
Poyſon of Serpents, Thorns and Dirt, and 
whatever ſeems Caurſe, or Offenſive. in 
Nature, ſtart out of ſomething more No 
ble, or belong to the Entireneſs of bei 
'©>- Book Beautiful productions. Don't therefor: 
— 2: ſuppoſe them inſignificant and unworthy 
$:4. co. the Being you worſhip, but conſider the 
Fountain from whence, all things ſpring 

0 TR” LY. 
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Me 
XXXVII. He that has taken a View of 
he preſent Age, has ſeen'as much as. if 
e had began with the World, and gone 
o the end ont ; for all things are of a 
ind, and of a Colour. „E * — 
XVIII. The mutual Dependance all nook g © 
hings ha ve, and the Relation they ſtand >. 35. 
n to each other, is worth your frequent 
ybſer vation: For all the Parts of Matter 
re in ſome meaſure linked together, and 
nter woven, and fot this reaſon have a 
tural ſimpathy for each other. * And 
bus Motion and the Continuity of Matter , 
akes one Botly conſequent, and connect- 
dto another. Kk | 


This Se. 


of XXXIX. Bting your l to your Fate, Aion 
u. ad uit your Mind to your Circumſtances. le 


nd love thoſe People heartilv, that tis gaintt 4. 


e. our Fortune to be engaged wit. pievnn's 
xd WI XL. Thoſe Tools, and Utenſils are ſaid of Vas 
by WW beright, when they ſerve for the uſes en. 

us her were made; Tho'-in this Caſe the 

the rtincer that made them is commonly ab- 

nd Went. But in the Works of Nature, tlie 


ming Power is always preſent with the 
feck, and deſerves a particular Regard, 


het rom hence you are to conclude that as 

ore pg as you behave your ſelf as this So- 

ty ereign Power directs you, you'l have 

the our wiſhes in every : thing. Inacedy'tls _ _ 
ing. is bent of Lackination which makes, the f 
He H 2 Gods 
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lies out of your command , to be Good, 


Things in our Power, then, all the M- 


See Book 


9. Sec. 4a. 


any Mortal living. 


compla ins, makes head againſt his Fate 


Gods happy, and gives ſatibfadti6n to th 
Soul of the Univerſt. *— 
XLI. If you ſuppoſe any thing which 


or Evil; your miſſing the one, or fallig 
into the other, will una voidably tnae you 
a Malecontent againſt the Gods, and put 
you upon hating thoſe People whom you 
either know or ſuſpe& to be inſtruments 
In your Misfortune. To be plain; our 
miſtake in this ſuppoſition and purſuing 
Objects above our reach; often make u 
very unreaſonable and unjuſt. But if we 
confine the Notion of Good and Evil to 


tives to Complaint ; and ill-natute wil 
drop off; then we ſhall neither Remor 
ſtrate againſt Heaven, nor quarrel with 


XLII. All People concur in ſome mez- 
ſure to the purpoles of Providence, tho 
all are not ſenſible of r. And thus as Ix 
member, Heraclitus obſerves, that thok 
who are aſleep, may be faid to help tis 
World forward. In ſhort, the grand De 
ſign is carried on by different Hands, anc 
different Hearts too. For even he tha 


and ſtrives to pull the Adminiſtration i 
pieces, even ſuch a teſty Mortal as th 
is uſeful in his way:  * Confider then ho 


yo 


_— 
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* youare ranged, and whether you have 
joyn'd the Dutiful. or the diſaffected Par- 
ty. For he that Governs the World, will 
certainly make you good for ſomething, 
and prove ſerviceable to his Scheme, one 
way or other. Have a care you don't 
ſerve for a Foyl or a Jeſt ; and make ſuch 
2 ridiculous Figure in Nature, as that 
Dozeril did in the Play Chryſippus men- 
tions, | 
XLIII. Everyone ſhould keep to his Poſt, 
and be contented with the Aſſignments 
of Providence. The Sun never covets the 
properties of a Shower, nor does ene God 
interfere with another. Every thing is 
ſviceable in his own Station; and un- 
reſembling Cauſes unite to advantage in 
the Effect. Are not the Stars different 
from each other? d yet their influen- 
ces agree together upon Sublunary Pro- 
ductions. 
XLIV. If the Gods have decreed me 
any thing, they have decreed my advan- 
tage. If not they muſt either be miſtak- 
en in their meaſures, or unbenevolent in 
their Deſign: Now as the firſt part of this 
duppoſition is abſur'd, ſo the latter is in- 
comprehenſible, For to what purpoſe 
loud they intend me any harm? What 
would themſelves, or their Oniverſe get 
by it ? But granting they have made no 
H 3 parti- 
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particular provifion for me, yet ſince thei 
Government of the World is not diſputed 
the conſequence will be much the ſane: 
For this way my affairs will be compre 
hended, and fall within the compaſs 
their general Providence, and why the 
ſhould I not be contented with whaterer 
happens? To put the Caſe farther. Sup 
poſe the Gods take care of nothing,which 
by the way we mult reckon a ſcandalous0 
pinion ; or elſe *twill be high time to 
leave of the common Solemnities of Sacti 
ficing, Prayers and Religious Swearing: 
1fthings lye thus, why all this Superſtit- 
ous trouble in theſe, and many other in- 
ſtances ? To what purpoſe ſhould we be- 
have our ſelves as if we were in the ver 
Court and Company of Heaven? Hoe 01 
ver ſince a ſuppoſition implies nothing ol Y 
reality, let it paſs for once: If the Goof th 
therefore will take care of none of us, i R 
certainly Lawful for me to take care o Fi 
my ſelf. Now tis my Right to ſtate the b. 
Notion of my 6wn Convenience, ani 2 
what is that > Why that's convenient for it 
every one, which ſuits his Nature, 20088 R. 
his Species : Now my Nature has Reaſon, 

Sociable Principles, and publick Incling Pe 
tion in't : By conſequence the Intereſt oi C 
my Country muſt be my own. Take E 
then under the particular Diſtinction qq an 

Antonini!, 
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Antoninus , and Rome is my Town and 
Country; but - conſider me as a Man in 
general, and I belong to the Corporation 
of the World: That therefore, and only 
that, which is ferviceable to both theſe 
Heieties, is an advantage to me. 
XLV. Whatever happens to particu- 
lars, is ſerviceable to the Criverſe, that 
Thought might ſatisfte. But we can car- 
ry the Reaſons for Acquieſcence farther. 
For upon Obſervation you will perceive 
that what is profitable to one Man, is in 
ſome meaſure for the [tereſ# of the reſt. 
And here I take the word Profit , in the 
ſence of common acceptation, and not on 
the Language of the Sroicks. * a 
XI. VI. You may remember at a Play, ;.z, 1 
or ſuch reſembling Diverſions, coming o- itcem'd 
ver and over with the ſame thing, tires — 
the Sence, and extinguiſhes the Pleaſure, bud iu 


Remove this Contemplation into Life ; d Hs 


e | ? neily, tho? 
For here all things comes round; And the 


bring the ſame Cauſes and Appearances ime time 

a long with them, How long then will WES: 

it be before you are cloyed with theſe chiogs ro 

Repetions?2* ... | 3 
XLVII. Conſider with your ſelf, that 
People of all Conditions, Profeſſions and 
Countrys, are forc'd to Dye: Caſt vcur 
Eyes upon what ſort of Mortals vou pleaſe, 
and you'l find them go the way of all 
H 4. PI. th. 
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Fleſh. And we muſt take our turn too 
with the reſt, and remove to the fame 
place whither ſo many famous Oraton, 
and Philoſophers, Generals, Princes, and 
Heroes have ſhewn us the way. Tho: 


great Sages Heraclitns, Pythagoras, and &. 


crates ; Thoſe Celebrated Mathematicians 
Eudoxas, Hipparchus, and Archimedes, had 
no privilege , or proteckion againſt Fate, 
Not to mention a great many other extrz- 
ordinary Genius's ; Perſons of Induſtry, 
Reach, and Spirit - They are all gone. 
Even thoſe Brffoons, who like Menipw 
were always Flonting , and Fleering at 
Mankind, tho' they lived in Jeſt , they 
dyedin Earneſt, Remember they are all 
in their Graves : And where's the harm 
of all this? Nay what are thoſe the worle 
fort, that have not ſo much as left ther 
own Names behind them? In a word, 
There's only one thing here worth the 
minding ; And that is, not to imitate the 
Degeneracy of Mortals : But to be True, 
Honeſt, and Good-natur'd, eden among 
Knaves, and Sharpers. . 

XLVIII. When you have a mind to di- 
vert your Fancy, conſider the good Qua- 
ities of your Acquaintance. As the er 
terprizing Vigour of this Man, the Mo- 
deſty of another, the Liberality of 2 


Third, and ſo on. For there's nothing 
| 10 
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ſo Entertaing as a lively Image of the 
Virtues, and Advantages of thoſe we Con- 
verſe with. Let ſuch an Idea therefor 
be always ready, and at hancg 
XLIX. You are not Angry becauſe you 
weigh ſo light in the Scale; and don't 
Ride Forty Stone : Why then ſhould you 
be diſſatisfied i becauſe your Life is not 
drawn out to an unuſual, and extraording- 
ry Period? You ought. to be un mare Co- 
vetour of Time, than you arg of Bulk, but 
be contented with the common Allow- 


L. 'Tis good to try to bring People to a 
right underſtanding of the CaſÞ ; but if 
they grow troubleſome, bo govern'd by 

our own Conſcience, and never nsk any 
_ leave to be —— _—_ _ 
e upon you, and ſtops your Progr 
diſengage and be eaſy, and make a Virtue 
of Neceſſity. Remember that you under- 


took the Buſmeſs, upon the cordition of 


its being Feafible , and nere pretended to 


_ graſp at Impoſſibilities. What was it then 


you aim'd at? Why to do your beſt, and 
ſecure your Reaſgn. Right! And this may 
be effectually done, tho' the Enterprize 
ſhould happen to miſcarry. 8 
LI. The Ambitious Perſon Lodges 
his Happineſs in the Fancy of another: 
The Voluptuary Admires at — and 
| eeps 
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keeps within the reach of his Senſes ; by 
a Man of underſtanding depends upon 
himſelf, and makes Action, and not Ap. 
tite his Pleaſure. Ts 
LIT. 'We are at liberty not to miſenter. 
pret any Accident , and by conſequence 
may be free from Diſturbance : Thing; 
have no ſuch power over Thoughts, ast 
make us of what Judgment they pleaſe, 
LIII. Accuſtom your ſelf to attend to 
what is Diſeours d; and as far as you 
can, get into the Soul of him that ſpeaks, 
LIV. That which is not for the In- 
tereſt of the whole Swarm, is not for. the 
Intereſt of a fingle Bee. 

\ ILV. If the Patient rails at the Doctor, 
or the Crew at the Maſter of the Veſſel, 
who will they mind, or what good is to 
be done upon them? Or which way can 
_— Health, or a good Voyage be ex- 

e > 5 Ul | 

PN VI How many People that came in- 
to the World with me, are gone out of it 
already ? 88 N 

LVII. Honey taſts bitter to ſuch as ale 
troubled with an overflawing of the Gall, 
and People bitten by a Mad Dog, are 
frighted at the ſight of Water: And on the 
other hand, a little Ball is a curious thing 
to a Child. This confider'd, why ſhould 


you be angry with any one? Can you |- 
| magine 
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magine that Error and Ignorance has leſs 
force upon the Mind, than a little Gall, 
or Venome upon the Body e 

LVIII. As no body can rob you of the 
privileges of your Nature, or force you 
tolive Counter to your Reafon, ſo nothing 
can happen to you but what comes from 


Providence, and conſiſts with the Intereſt , Bos 


of the Omnverſe. * Mob; | 
LIX. Conſider with your ſelf, what 
ſort of People your Men of Popularity muſt 
court, what ſcandalous. Submiſſions they 
are obliged too, and what poor returns 
they have for their pains 2 And then how 
ſoon Death, and Oblivion. ſweep all. be- 
fore them. (Ae 


BOOK VII. 

HAT is Vice, and. Wickedneſs ? 

No Rarity you may depend on't. 

When you are in danger of being Shock d, 
conſider that the ſight is nothing but what 
you have frequently ſeen already. To be 
brief, Men and Manners are generally 
much what alike. All Ages and Hiſtories, 
Towns, and Families; are of the ſame 
Complexion z and full of the ſame Sto- 
ries : There's nothing new to be met withz 


but all things are common, and quickly o- 
ver. IT. Opi- 
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II. Opinions, whether right or wrong, 
can never be pull'd out of your head, un- 
leſs the Grounds, and Reaſons of then 
are firſt remov'd. 'Tis your Intereſt there. 
fore to awaken your Memory, and refreſh 
thoſe Nations which are Serviceable, and 


well examin'd. For the purpoſe : you 


may ſay to your ſelf, tis in my power to 


form a right Judgment upon the preſentE. 


EY And why then ſhould I be 
diſturb'd at it? For nothing that does not 


enter my Mind, and get within me, can hurt 


me. Hold to this, and you are ſafe. Come, 
Lie tell you a way how you may live your 
Time over again: Do but recollect, and 
review what you have ſeen already, and 
the work is done. | 
III. Gazing after Triumphs, and Ca- 
valcades; the Diverſions of the Stage- 
Farms well ſtock'd with Flocks and Herds; 
conteſts for Victory in the Field; Theſe 
are the little Pleaſures, and concerns of 
Martals. Would you have a farther II- 
luſtration, and ſee arf Image of them elſe- 
where? Fancy then that you faw two 


on three Whelps quarrelling about a Bone; 


Fiſhes ſcrambling for a Bait, Piſmires in 
a peck of troubles about the Carriage of 
Grain of Wheat; Mice frighted out of 


their Wits, and ſcouring croſs the Room 


Poppets danced upon a Wire, &. An 
| after 
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after all, tho Humane Life is but ordina- 
, and trifling, a Wiſe Man muſt be eaſle 
and Good-humour'd, and not 
netick, or Haughty upon the Contempla- 
tion, Remembring notwithſtanding, thut 
the true Bulk and Bigneſs of a — is to 
be meaſur d by the Ge of his Buſi neſs,and 
the Quality of his Inclinations. | 
IV. Don't let either Diſcourſe, or Adti- 
on paſs unobſerved, attend to the genes 
and Signification of the one, and to the 
Tendency and.Deſign of the other. 
v. Am] ſufficiently qualify'd for this 
Buſineſs or not? If 1 am, Ille make uſe 
of my Talent as given me by Heaven for 
that purpoſe... If I am not, i le either let 
it alone, and Reſign it to a better Capa- 
city, or elſe ile do what i can, Lle oy 
my Advice, and put the executing 
into an Abler Hand; And thus by — 
ing out for help, the” Junfare may be 
nick d, and the General Intereſt ſecur d. 
For whatſoever I Ac either by my ſelf, 
or in ConjunGion with another, I am al- 
ways to aim at the advantage of the Com- 
munity, 
VI. How many Famous Men are dropt 
out of Hiſtory, and forgotten ? And how 
many Poets and Panegyriſts, that pro- 
miſed to kee P up other Peoples Names , 
have loſt tlieir own? 
VII. Never 


w'Sple 
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VII. Never be aſham'd of Aſſiſtance; th 
Like a Centinel at the Storming of 2 m 
Town; your buſineſs is to mantain your 
Poſt, and execute your Orders. Now R 
ſuppoſe you happen to be Lame at an Aſ. to 
ſault, and can't mount the Breach upon ac 
your own Feet, won't you ſuffer your 
Comrade to help you? 01 
* VIII. Be not diſturb'd about the Fu- 
ture ; for if ever you come to it, you ot 
have the ſame Reaſon for your Guide, P: 
and Protection, which preſerves you at al 
K ITT | N 
IX. All parts of the Univerſe are Inter- ti 
woven, and Tyed together. And noone ta 
thing is Foreign, or Unrelated to ano- ot 
ther. This general Connexion, gives ſa 
Unity, and Ornament to the World. For be 
the World, take it altogether, is but One- f 
There's but one ſort of Matter to make it of 
of, one God to govern it, and one Law FC 
to guide it: For run through the whole q 
Syſtem of Rational Beings, and you'l find 
Reaſon, and Truth, , is but ſingle, and the N 
ſame. And thus Beings of the Tame kind, Fr 
and endued with the ſame Reaſon, are 
made happy by the ſame Exerciſes of 0 
it. Ze. 1 | | 
X. All Compoſitions of Matter fly off Ml © 
apace to the Common Stock, and Recep- 
tacle: Spirits are quickly (wallow'd np 
> the 


— 


MepiTAT1ONS, Gr. 111 
the Soul of the Univerſe, * and ſo. is Me- Ses Book 
mor; and Fame, in the Gulph of Time, “ * 1. 

XI. With Rational Beings Nature, and 
Reaſon is the ſame thing. By conſequence 
to act according to the one, muſt be to 
act according to the other, © + 1 1 
XII. Either ſtand upright upon your 
own Legs, or let another ſupport you. 
XIII. Does Continuity and Connexion 
create Sympathy and Relation, in the 
Parts of the Body? Why Reſemblance, 
and as one may ſay, Conſanguinity of 
Nature, does the ſame thing among Ra- 
tional Beings; For tho' they are not 
tack d together by Extenſion, and Union 
of Place They ſeem all made to coope- 
rate with each other. This Thought will 
bemore Intelligible and: Affecting, if you 
frequently conſider your ſelf as a Member 
of thei Rutional Syſtem z But if you reckon 
your ſelf only a Part, this Relation will 
_ too weak for a Principle of Action. 
his Remoter Notion won't Cheriſh good 
Nature enough, nor carry it to a Juſt Im- 
porement, You won't love Mankind ſo 
eartily as you ſhould do: Under this 
Perſwaſion; a generous Action will ne're 
Delight and Regale you: you'ldo a good 
Oftice meerly for Faſhion and Decency , 
but not as if was really a kindneſs to your 


el 
XIV. Let 
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XIV. Let Accidents happen to ſuch 4 
are liable tb! the Impreſſion , and: thoſ 
that feel Mis fortune, may complain of i f 
if they pleaſe. As for me, let what wil M.. 
come, I can receive no Damage by it, m. WM... 
leſs I thinkit a Calamity ; and tis in ny 
power to thinł it none, if I have a min r 
toit. 8 ne? nal 
| XV. Let Peoples Tongues and Adin 4 
be what they will, * 1s to keep h 
my Road; and be Honeſt. And mak: 
the ſame Speech to my ſelf, that a ple f 
of Gold, or an Emrald ſhould, if they n 
had Senſe and Language: Let the World BI 
talk and take their Method, I ſhan t mind td 
| it, but ſparkle and ſhine on, and be tre WI vj 
| to my Species, and my Colour. 
XVI. Does not the Mind give the Man 
the Diſturbance ?Does ſhe not bring Fears, 
and Fits of the Spleen upon her (elf? Let 
any other Body try to diſquiet her if the) 
can; When they have done their worlt, 
tis in her power ro prevent the Impreſſ- 
on. And as for this ſmall Corcaſe, let it 
Complain, and Feel, and be Frighted, if 
it know, how. Tis true the Soul is the 
Seat and Principle of Thought, and by 
conſequence of Paſſion, and Pain; How- 
ever this Paſſive Capacity will do no harm, 
* The old unleſs you throw her into Fancies, and 


— P. Fears about it: * For the Mind is in her 
Owl 
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own Nature ſelf-ſufficient, and muſt cre- 
ate her wants before ſhe can feel them. + a ge 
This priviledge makes her Tmpregnable , % piece 


i 2nd above Reſtraint; unleſs ſhe Teazes, as 
and puts Fetters upoti her ſelf. 
VII. What is Happineſs but wiſe 


Thinking , or a Mind rightly diſpos'd ? 

Why then does Fancy * break in and di- * That is 
ſurb the Scene? Be gone! Lle have no- J;98# © 
thing to do with the Impoſtures of Ima- foncern- 
gination! However ſince they have Cu- ing Good 
dom to plead in their Excuſe, let them Now 41 
withdraw, and Ile forgive them. People 
ul. Is any one afraid of Diſſolu- ufa 
nd non and Change? I would gladly know with the 
ve what can be done without it 2 If the Len- 
cCourſe ef Nature, and the method of the — | 
lan BW Univerſe, won't reconcile us to the Ex- 
ui, i pectation, we are ſomewhat unreaſonable. 
Lit bray muſt not your Wood be turr'd into a 
/ Coal, before your Bath can be ready for 
you? Muſt not your Meat be changed in 
your Stomack to'make it fit to Nouriſh 
you ? Indeed what part of Life or Con- 
rentence can go forward without Altera- 
ton? Now in all liketyhood a Revolution 
in your Carcaſs, and Condition, may be 
iz ſetviceable to the World in general, as 


tioſe Alterations abovementiond are to 
"ny | 8 


1 XIX. All 


nn 
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either in the Matter, Manner, or Time of 


a little time, to be even, all the World 
will forget you too. 


Fee this 


Iradox 


facther ex- be in your Graves ; but eſpecially cont 


Plained, 
dec. 3. 


ny ſuch eminent Sages, as Chryfoppes, 9 
in the 


Nature above Brutes, to love thoſe that 


XIX. All particular Bodies, are quick 
ly Diſfolved, and Hurried thrones 
Univerſal Maſs, where at laſt they. incor- 


. 


porate , grow ſerviceable , and becom 
a ſort of Limbs to the World. How mz. 


crates , and Epictetas, have fun 
Gulph of Time? And the fame Reflection 
will hold good concerning any other Per. 
ſon, or Thing whatſoever. 

XX. I am only ſolicitous about one 5 
Thing; And that is, leſt T ſhould not | 
Act up to the Nature, and Dignity of: 
Man ; Leſt I ſhould fail in ſome of the t 
Circumſtances of myDuty ; and miſmanaę I 


doing it. : 
XXI. 'Twill not be long before you 
will have forgotten all the World; andin 


XXII. 'Tis the priviledge of Humane 
diſoblige us; To. practice with Eaſe and 


Inclination, you mnſt conſider, that the tre 
Offending Party is of Kin to you, that Is Mort 


norance is the cauſe of the Misbehaviour, 
that the Will, and the Fault ſeldom go to- 
gether, * that you'l both of you quick! 


der that you have received no harm i 
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the Injury: For if your Reaſon is un- 


© WH touch'd, and your Mind ne're the worſe, 
- WW there can be no Damages done. 

* XXIII. God, or the Spirit of Nature, 
- WW works the Maſs of Matter like Wax. Now 
q for the purpoſe, tis a Horſe ; ſoon after 
; 


you'l have it melted down, and-Run in- 
to the Figure of a Tree; And from this 
Form tis poſſible it may remove into the 
Fleſh and Bones of a Man ; or what you 
pleaſe, And 'tis but a little while that 
tis fixt in one Speciec. Now a Trunk feels 
no more pain by being knocked in peices, 
than when it was firſt put together. * T N 
5: WR XXIV. A four gruff look is very unna- milirude 
a tural, and to put it on often will make it e 
fettle; and deſtroy the Beauty, and Plea- — 
on ſantneſs of the Aſpect to that degree, that Minds In- 
tis never to be recovered From whence — 
d don may conclude it a fooliſh cuſtom. the Body; 
XXV. Tis high time for thoſe People pn, 
to Dye, that have out- lived the Sence of don. 
their own Miſdemeanours. 
XXVI. That Being which governs Na- 
ture, will quickly change the preſent Face 
ot. One-thing will be made out of ano- 
tber, by frequent Revolutions; And thus 
the World will be always coming new 
but of the Mint. E 3 
XXVII. When any one misbehaves 
unſelf towards you, immediately bethink 


12 your 
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your ſelf what Notions he has concern. 
ing Advantage and Diſadvantage + When 
you have found out this, you't pity him 
and neither be angry, nor ſurpriſed at the 
Matter. It may be upon enquiry, you 
may find your Opinions upon theſe point 
much the ſame, and then you ought to 
pardon him; for you would have dome 
the ſame thing your ſelf upon the ſam: 
Occaſion. But if your Notions of Gd 
and Evil, are different, and more; 
than his, then your Paſſion will yield to 
your Good Nature, and you'l eaſily bear 
with his Ignorance. 

XXVIII. Don't let your Head run up- 
on that which is none of your own. But it 
pick out ſome of the beſt of your Circum- 1 
ſtances , and conſider, how eagerly youll v 
would wiſh for them, were they not inyour 
poſſeſſion ; but then you muſt take careto 


+ AIny—— Anm 


6 


keep your ſatisfaction within compaß, N d 
for fear it ſhould carry you too far, d 
make you over- value the Object, and be to 
diſturb d at the loſs of it. ar 
XXIX. Fortifie at home, and rely u- ot 
on your ſelf. For a Rational Mind is bon S: 
to the priviledge of Independance. Hoi le: 
neſty, and the Inward Quiet conſequent an 
to it, is enough in all Conſcience, to mu . 


you Happy. 
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XXX. Rub out the Colours of Imagina- 
tion ; * Don't ſuffer your Paſſions to make ee Sed. 
a Machine of you.Confine your Care to be 
preſent ; Look through the Quality, and *Se* Book 
preſs into the Nature of that which hap- & 4. 
pens either to your ſelf, or another. Di- 
ſtinguiſh the parts of your Subject, and 
divide them into Matter and Form, and 
into Body, and Spirit * when they have dee Boo! 
them : Think upon your Laſt Hour; and “e ** 
don't trouble your ſelf about other Peo- 
ples Faults, but leave them with thoſe 
that muſt anſwer for them. | 
XXXI. When you hear a Diſcourſe , 
make your Underſtanding keep pace with 
it, and reach as far as you can into thoſe 
Things which fall under your Obſer- 
vation. | 
XXXII. Would you ſet off your Per- 
ſon, and recommend your ſelf? Let it be 
done by Simplicity and Candour, by Mo- 
deſty of Behaviour, and by Indifference 
toExternal Advantages : Love Mankind , 
and refign to Providence: For as the Poet 
obſerves, All things are under Law, and 
Seperiour Direction. And what if the E- 
lements only had their Courſe chalk'd out, 
and their Motions - preſcribed them ? But 
we may carry the concluſion farther. For 
there are at the moſt but very few things 
in the World perfectly turn d over to 
Chance and Liberty. I 3 XXXIII. 


— 
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XXXIII. Let Death make Atomes, or 
Vacuum of me, or what you pleaſe, twil 
come to this upſhot at laſt z *Twill either 
extinguiſh my Being, or Tranſlate me to 
another State. 

XXXIV. As for Pain, if tis intolerable 
the extremity will deſtroy it ſelf, and 
quickly diſpatch you : If it ſtays long, 
you'l be big enough to grapple with it, 
Your Mind in the mean time will fave her 
ſelf by the ſtrength of Thought, keep un- 

«The zz diſturb d, and ſuffer nothing. And for 

Paradox, your Limbs that lye under the Execution, 
if they can complain; and make out any 
thing, let them do it. : 

XXXV. To moderate your Ambition 
about Fame, conſider the Generality of 
the People that are to commend, and take 
notice of you; How. Inſignificant they 
are ; and how little in their Purſuits, and 
Averſions? Conſider alſo that as one 
Heap of Sand thrown upon another 
covers the Firſt, ſo it happens in the 
buſineſs of Fame, A new Glory ecliples 
an old one; andthe later Age is a ſortof 

a an Extinguiſher to the former. 

— De XXXVI. A ſaying of Plato. © Hethat 

Lib. 6. © hasraiſed his Mind to a due pitch of Great. 
« neſs, that has look d through the World 
from one end to the other, and carried 


lis View through the whole extent of 
Malter 


— Mevirations, Oc. 119 
« er and Time, do you imagino ſuch a one 
« will think Humane Life any great bu- 
« ſineſs? Not at all, ( ſays tother Man 


« in the Dialogue 15 what then? Will 
the fear of Death afflict him? Far from 


if, | | 
XXXVII. There's a great deal of Truth 
in that ſentence of Antiſbtenet, That tis 
« the Fate of Princes to be ill ſpoken of 
for their Good Deeds. I 
XXXVIII. Tis a ſhame that a Man 
ſnould not be Maſter of his Mind, as 
well as of his Countenance. That his 
ill ſhould be ſtronger for his Looks than 
for his Thoughts; preſcribe what Air he 
pleaſes to the firſt, and let the other lye 
Mutinous, and Ungovernable. 
XXXIX. Ti, to no purpoſe to fall out 
with Accidents, and Things, for they dont 
care 4 Farthing for t. F Eurip- 
XI. Manage your ſelf with that Ad- Felleroph: 
vantage, that I, and the God's too, may — 
have pleaſure and ſatisfaFion in your Con- Tanſcrib'd 
1 27 


XII. Fate Mows down Life lite Corn, this the Poers 
Mortal falls And Not ber ſtands awhile. * Con 


XLII. Is my Family ſtruck out of Provi- placetook 
dence, and do the God's forget ne? If it be Abi a+ 


, vice {+ 
ſo, they have reaſon for their negle#. intended. 
XLIII. Virtue and Happineſs, is a Pre- = os Son 
ſent I can ma he my ſe If. | . n mont. 


Eu p. 
14 XIIV. Not pips, 
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*Ariſtoph. 


Acham. 


* Plato 
Apolog. 


* Apolog. 


all kinds of Tranſport; 
1 45 Plato's Sentences, * 


* reaſonable Anſwer. Heark ye Friend, 
vou are mightlly out, if you think 2 
Man that's good for any thing, is either 
* afraid of Living, or Dying. No: His 
* concernis only to bring his Actions to 
ce the Teſt, to ſecure his Practice, and 
« ſtand clear of Knavery , and Misbe- 
«© behaviour. 5 
XLVI. Plato again: © Gentlemen, in 
* my opinion, when a Man is fatisfed 
* with his own choice, or put into a Poſt 
ce by his Superiours, his buſineſs is to 
* ſtand Buff againſt Danger and Death, 
ce and fear nothing but Diſgrace and 


: * Cowar«1ze. 


XLVII. Plato once more. With 
your favour Sir, Tis not always the 
part of Virtue and Bravery, to preſerve 
« either your own Life, or your Neigb- 
* bours. He that's a Man in good- earn- 
* eſt, muſt not be ſa mean as to whune 
* for Life, and graſp intemperately at 


Old Age: Let him leave this point to 


% Providence, The Women in the Ni- 
* ſery. can tell him; that we. muſt go, 
« when our time is come. His Duty is 

6c to 
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„ 0 conſider, how he may 
M 


Ls. 


make the 
« moſt af his Life and ſpend whit there 
js to the beſt advantage. | 
x XLVIII. Let the TranGnutation. od 
y Ml fhufling of the Elements be frequently 
|. WM the Subject of your Meditation: Comſider 
the Courſe of the Stars as if you were-driv- 
ing through the Sky. and kept them Com- 
ny, Such Contemplations as theſe 
ok the Soul, and ſoaur off the Ruſt 
contracted by coriverfing here Below. 
XLIX. Tis a handſome Aying, that of 
Plato's : That when we eonfider — 
in « State and Condition of »Mankind , 
d * ſhould place our Imagi pon fm 
yl: * lofty Pyramid, or Obſerrataire3 and from 
to WW © thence take a Proſpect of the World, and 
» * look it over as it were at one View. Here 
deve may ſee how Mortals. are .dreawniup 
h 


into Towns, and Armies in ce, nd 
diſpers d forHusbandry i in anckher ! Here T 
be are abundance of Things to be ſeen tos 

e © gether, Marriage and Confederacy treats 

b- WY © ©d by Nations and Families, Births and 

n- il © Burials Feaſting and Jolity at one Houſe, 

nc and all in Tears at another. Here they 

at are in a mighty Hurry at the Bar, and 

to there up to the Ears in Trading and 

'- WH Merchandize. Towards the end of the 

0, * proſpect, it may be you may ſee a great 

is deal of Batren, and Uninhabitable Wil- 

to * dernels, 
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* Eurip. 


you may fall ſhort. in your Exerciſes, let 
| O 


derneſs, with variety of Barbaros 
< People beyond it. Take it altogether, 


* tis a ſtrange medly of Buſineſs, Humour 


and Condition; And yet if you conſ- 


der it throughly, you will find the Di- 


verſity and Difagreement of the parts, 
contribute to the Beauty of the whole. 

I. By looking back into Hiſtory, and 
conſidering: the Fate and Revolutions of 
Goverument, you will be able to draw a 
Gueſs, and almoſt Prophecy upon the Fu- 
ture. For things Paſt, Preſent , and to 
Come, areſtrangely Uniform, and of a Co- 
lour ; and are commonly caſt in the ſame 
Mould. So that upon the Matter, Forty 
years of Humane Life, may ſerve for a 


Sample of Ten Thouſand. 


II. What's ſprung from Earth, diſſolves 
to Earth again. And Heaven born things fly 
to:their Native Seat. 

If the Matter does not ſtand thus, either 
the Atomes will be untwiſted, or the E- 
lements ſcatter d into inſenſibility. 
III. Wee feed our ſelves up for long Lift 
with a great deal of Care and Expence ; But 


alaſs ] Fate will find us out, and when the 


Gods give the Sign, we muſt Embark, tho 
neder ſo unwilling. * 8 

LIII. Can another Man Ride, or Fence, 
better than you? it may be ſo. But tho 
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no Body out- do you in Virtue and Beha- 
viour. Let no Body be more Liberal, and 
Modeſt, more Reſign d, and Forgiving than 
your ſelt. | 

LIV. As long as a Man can make uſe of 
his Reaſon, and Act in concert with the 
God's, he needs not queſtion the Event. 
There can be no grounds to ſuſpect Miſ- 
fortune, provided you ſtick cloſe to Na- 
ture, and manage within the Character of 
your condition. og 

LV. Tis always, and every where in 
your power, to reſign to the God's, to 
be juſt to Mankind ; And to examine eve- 
ry Object with that Nicety, as never to 
be impos'd on. r | 

LVI. Ne're make any rambling enqui- 
ries after other Peoples Thoughts, but 
look directly at the Mark which Nature 
has ſet you. Nature I ſay, either that of t he 


Univerſe,* or your own: The firſt leads ä 
Univerſe, 
latter to a& as-becomes you. Now that is God in 
which is ſuitable to the Frame and Con- — — 
theSrorcks, 


you to ſubmiſſion to Providence; The 


ſtitution of things, is what becomes them, 
Tobe more particular : The reſt of the 
World is deſign'd for the Service of Ratio- 
nal Beings, in conſequence of this general 


Appointment, by which the lower order 


of Things, are made for the uſe of the 
more Noble. And Rational Creatures, 
ſtanding 


5 
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ſtanding all upon a Level, are deſign d fot 
the advantage of each other. Now z 
Beneficent and Sociable Temper, is that 
which Humane Nature was principally in. 
tended for: The next Thing deſign'd in 
our Being, is to be proof againſt corpo- 
real Impreſſions, It being the peculiar pri- 
viledge of Reaſon to move within herlef 
to fortifie againſt an Aſſault, and not ſuf- 
fer Senſation, or Paſſion, to break in upon 
her. For theſe are both of Animal, and 
inferiour Quality. But the Underſtand: 


ing part, Claims a right to Govern, and 


won't bend to Matter, and Appetite ; And 

reaſon fort, ſince ſhe was born to 
command and make uſe of them. The 
third main Requiſite in a Rational Being, 
is to ſecure the An. from Raſhneſs, and 
Miſtake. Let your Mind but compaſs theſe 
points, and ſtick to them, and then ſhe 1s 
1 of every thing which belongs to 
LVII. We ought to ſpend the Remain- 
der of our Life as if 'twas more than we 


expected, and lent us on purpoſe for wiſer 


Management. 5 | 
LVL. Let your Fate be your Inclina- 
tion, for there's nothing more reaſonable 
and prudential. 
LIX. When any Accident happens, call 
to mind Thofe -who have formerly =_ 
* unde 


* 
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under the ſame Circumſtances, how full 


of Surprize, Complaint, and Trouble they 
were about the matter: And where are 
They now? They are gone, their Mur- 
muring could not make them Immortal. 
To what purpoſe ſhould you imitate their 
Behaviour: Can't you leave foreign Hu- 
mours and Things, to their own Miſman- 
agement and Biaſs? Your buſineſs is only 
to mind your Conduct, and give a Turn 
of Advantage to the Emergency. Now 
you may be the better for the Misfortune, 
if you will but take care, and do nothing 
but what is warrantable. Always remem- 
bring, that Accidents are indifferent in 
themſelves, and only good, or bad for 
us, accordingly as we uſe them. 

LX. Look Inwards, and turn over your 
ſelf; For you have a laſting Mine of Hap- 
pineſs at home, if you will but Dig fort. 

LXI. Take care that your Motions and 
Geſtures may be Grave, and Compos d: 
For the ſame Air of Senſe and Decency, 
which the Mind can put into the Face, 
ought to be viſible through the whole 
Body : But then all this muſt be done 
without the leaſt Affectation. 

LXII. The right Knack of Living, re- 
ſembles Wraſtling more than Dancing : 
For here a Man does not know his Move- 
ment, and his Meaſures beforehand : —_ 

e 
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He is oblig d to ſtand ſtrong againſt Chance, 
and ſecure himſelf as occaſion (hall offer. 
LXIII. Well! It ſeems you deſire to be 
commended : But what ſort of People ate 
They that muſt do you this Kindnels, and 
how are their Underſtandings Furniſh'd) 
Truly if you do but confiderthe Size of 
their Senſe, and the diſorder of their Pal. 
ſions, you'l pity their ignorant Misbeha- 
viour, and not care a ruſh for their A 
probation. þ 
. LXIV. Tis a ſaying of Plato's, * that 
charges #20 Body miſſes Truth by their Good - wil. 
Ignorance The ſame may be ſaid with reference to 
—_ Honeſty, 'Sobriety, Good Nature, and the 
Misfor- like: Be particularly careful to remember 
Condes. this Hint, for twill help to ſweeten your 
non or E. Temper. EY 
3 LXV. When you lye under any Corpo- 
— ral Affliction, let this Lenitive be at hand 
to relieve you: That there is no Scandal 
in Pain, That the Soveraign Part of your 
Mind is ne'er the worſe for it. For how 
can ſhe ſuffer, unleſs her Eſſence, or her 
Benevolence were impair'd? Beſides, Ei- 
curuss Maxim will help to ſupport you 
under moſt Pains; For as he obſerves, 
They will either be Tolerable, or quickly over. 
But then you muſt keep your Notions 
Tight, and not run into the common Op!- 


= 


5 Sl nion about them. * And here you * 
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ſations than we are aware of, which be- 
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remember, that there are many more Sen- 


long to the Nature of Pain. Such as Nod- 
ding, when one would be awake, Broil- 
ing in the Heat of the Sun, and Nauſeating 
ſome part of our Diet. Now when you 
you find your ſelf Fret, and grow diſturb d 
at theſe Things; take notice that you are 
catch d Napping; and that Pain has got- 
ten the Better of you. | 
LXVI. Don't return the Temper of Ill- 
natur'd People upon themſelves, nor treat 
them as they do the reſt of Mankind. _ 
LXVII. Which way are we to conclude 
that Socrates was a better Man in Virtue 
and Temper, than Telaxges. * To make. nne 
out this, tis not enough to ſay, that he fopher of 
diſputed better, and died Bolder. The 1— 
Auſterity and Diſcipline of his Life; his wy 
bravery in lighting the Orders of the 
Thirty Thrants, and refuſing to apprehend 
an Innocent Perſon ; The Gravity and , One de. 
Greatneſs in his Mien and Motion: (Tho yan of 
the truth of this laſt particular may be Fortune. 
ueſtion d:) All this Glitter won't make 
the Character ſhine out. To prove the 
point, we muſt examine what ſort of Soul 5 
Herates carried about him: Could he be "= 


contented with the Conſcience of an Ho- 
neſt and a Pious Man ? Did he not Fret 
and Fume to no purpoſe at the Knavery, 
and 


or 
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and Wickedneſs of the Age? Was he go. 
vern'd by no Bodies Ienorance 2 Did he 
never queſtion the Equity of Providence, 

we ſurptiz'd at his hard Fortune, and 
fink under the Weight of it? To conclude, 
Did he keep Pain and Pleaſure at a due 
diſtance, and not dip his Soul too deep 
in his Senſes? Theſe Marks are the only 


Teſt of a Great Man; and tis to no pur- 


poſe to pretend to that Cha 
LXVIII. Nature has not wrought your 


tacter with- 


Compoſition ſo cloſe, as to deſtroy the 


ropertys of Matter, and Shirit: No, the 
Mild is in a condition to Aiden het 
Faculties, to ſet out her Juriſdiction, and 
do her own buſineſs her ſelf. And now! 
think ont, lodge this always in your Me. 
mory; That a Man may be a firſt Rate in 
Vettue, and true Value, and yet be very 
obſcure at the ſame time. You may like- 
wiſe obſerve, that happineſs lies in alittle 
Room: Granting your Talent won't reach 
very far into Logice, and Natural Philoſo 


phy. This can't hinder the Freedom and 


Greatneſs of your Mind, nor deprive you 
| bs of Sobriety, Beneficence, 
and Reſignation. "3 

ILXIX. You may live with all the free 
dom and ſatisfa&tion imaginable, tho' the 


whole World ſhould Bawl againſt yo. nc 
a 
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and cry you down; Nay, tho a brace of 
Lions ſhould quarter upon your Carcaſs, 
and tear you Limb from Limb. For pray 
how can any thing of this, reach up to. 
your Mind, and ruffie her ſerenity 2 * , The old 
How can it prevent your paſſing a right 
Judgment upon your Circumſtances, and 
making the beſt uſe of them ? And thus 
your Reaſon may repel the Attack, and 
argue thus againſt the Object of Terror. 
„Look ye! You are not ſo Fierce as you 

« zre Painted; Nature has made you one 

* thing, and common miſtake another. To 

* be plain, I expected to engage you, and 

5 now you are come, Ile turn you to 

* ſome account or other. For tis my 

* way,to make every thing ſerve for ſome- 

* thing. In ſhort, you may work any Ac- 

cident into an inſtance of Virtue ;z into 
aperformance of ſame Duty, either to 
od, or Man: By conſequence we need 
not be ſurpriz'd, or over-ſet by any Ren- 
ounter, For to take things rightly , 
tere's nothing new in them, or difficult 
odeal with. 

XX. He that's come to the top of Wiſ- 
dom, and Practice, ſpends every Day as 
fit were his laſt; And is never guilty of 
rer-driving, Sluggiſhneſs, or Inſincerity. 
LXXI. Tho' the God's are immortal, 
nd havetheir patience tryed through ſo 

K many 
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many Ages, yet they not only bear with 
a wicked World, but provide Liberal 
for it into the Bargain: And are youth 
are juſt going off the Stage ſick of the Con. 
pany ? Are you tired with ill Men alre 
dy, and yet one of thoſe unhappy Mer 
tals your ſelf ? 

LXXII. Tis great Folly to run fro 
other Peoples Faults, and not part wit 
your own: This is going quite the wrony 
way to work, graſping at a Project in 
practicable, and loſing an Advantag: 
which lies in your power. | 

LXXIII. Whatever Buſineſs tends ne 
ther to the Improvement of your Reaſon 
nor the benefit of Society, conclude itbt 
neath you, and manage accordingly. 

LXXIV. When you have done a kind 

neſs, and your Neighbour is the bett 
for't, what need you be fo Ignorant , : 
to look any farther , and lye gaping fi 
Reputation and Requital ? 

LXXV. No body is ever tired with Fa 
vours, and Advantages : Now to AQ i 
Conformity to the Laws of Nature ant 
Reaſon, is certainly an Advantage? Don 
you therefore grow weary of doing go 

Offices, for by obliging others, you 
really kind to your ſelf. 

LXXVI. There was a time when C0 


and Nature was employed in makingti 
World 


- — 
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World: So that Now all Events muſt ei- 
ther be conſequences of Decree, and Re- 
ſult from the firſt Meaſures ; or elſe the 
Soul of the Univerſe * fail'd in the Execu- 
tion of her 1 Deſign. Now the 
abſurdity of this latter ſuppoſition, will 
go a great way towards the making a 
Man Eafte. | 


. = . * * 


BOOK VIII. 


* keep you Modeſt, and Mortified 
to vain Glory, remember that it 
has not been your good Fortune to ſpend 
your Life wholly in the purſuit of Virtue, 
and Wiſdom: Your Friends and your ſelf 
too, are ſufficiently acquainted how much 
you fall ſhort of Phloſophy : And tho 
Merit, and Character are ſometimes parted, 
yet the bare Report of being a Philoſo- 
pher, is no eaſie matter for you to com- 
pals: You are unqualified by your Stati- 
on, and too much Embarraſs'd for this Pri- 
viledge. However, ſince you know how 
to come at the thing, ne're be concern'd 
about miſſing the Credit on't. Be ſatiſ- 
hed therefore, and for the reſt of your 
Life let your own. Rational Nature direct 
jou. Mind then what ſhe would be at, 
and let nothing Foreigri diſturb you. You 

i are 


* God; 
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are very ſenfible how much you have 
Rambled after Happineſs, and fail'd. Nei- 
ther Learning, nor Wealth, nor Fane, 
nor Pleaſure, could -ever help you to it. 
Which way is it to be had then ÞBy Acting 
up to the height of Humane Nature. And 
how ſhall a Man do this? Why by getting 
l a right Set of Principles for Thoughts,and 
| Practice. And what Principles are thoſe 
| Buch as State and Diſtinguiſh Good and E. 
| vil. Such as give us to underſtand , that MI | 
| there is nothing properly good for a Man, MI 1 
but what promotes the Virtues of Juſtice, 


Temperance, Fortitude, and Benevolence; e 
nor any thing bad for him, but that which I 
carries him off tothe contrary Vices, y 
II. At every Action, and .Enterprize, il 4 
ask your ſelf this queſtion; what will the WW p 
conſequence: of this be to me:? Am I not E 
likely to repent of it? 1 ſhall be dead in MF re 
a little time, and then all's over with me. If is 
the preſent undertaking is but ſuitable to er 
an Intelligent, and Sociable Being, and qu 
one that has the honour to liye by the ſame ¶ vi 
Rule, and Reaſon with God himſelf; Hf w: 
the Caſe ſtands thus, all's well, and to what WM let 
- purpoſe ſhould you look any farther ? tur 
III. Alexander, Julius Ceſar, and Pow 
pey, what were they in Compariſon of D:- cha 
ogenes,. Heraclitus , and Socrates ? Theſe WM For 
not 


Philoſophers look d through Cauſe, M 
an 
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and Conſequence „and underſtood the 


ble Furniture for a Man's Head, and Hap- 
pineſs: But as for thoſe great Princes, what 
2 Load of Cares were they peſter d with, 
and how much Slaves to their Ambi- 
tion? 
IV. Ne're diſturb your ſelf, for People 
will be untoward', and play the ſame 
Pranks over again, tho' you ſhould fret 
your heart out. "INE 

v. In the firſt place, keep your ſelf 
eaſie, forall things are govern'd by the 
Laws, and Order of Providence: Beſides, 
you'l quickly go the way of all Fleſh, as 
4uguſtus, Adrian, and the reſt of the Em- 
he perours have done before you. Farther, 
ot WI Examine the matter to the bottom, and 
in Wl remember, that the top of your buſineſs 
1f i to be a Good Man: Therefore what- 
to ever the Dignity of Humane Nature re- 
nd WI quires of you, ſet about it preſently , 
me without Its, or Ands : And ſpeak al- 
if WY Ways according to your Conſcience, but 
hat et it be done in the Terms of Good Na- 
ture and Civilit y. | 

VI. 'Tis the method of Providence, to 
change the Face of Things, and remove 
fortune and Succeſs from one place to a- 
nother. All Conditions are ſubject to Re- 
volution; fo that you need not be afraid 

K 3 of 


Nature, and Uſe of Things. This was No- 
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of Unuſuſal Treatment. For you ſtand 
upon no worſe ground than the reſt of the 
World; and will only have your ſhare of 
the common Fate. | 
VII. Every Being is at eaſe, when the 
Powers of it move regularly, and with- 
out interruption. Now a Rational Being 
is in this proſperous Condition, when 
her Judgment is gain d by nothing but 
Truth, and Evidence; when her Deſigns 
are all meant for the Advantage of Socie- 
ty. When her Deſires, and Averſions, ar: Wl (: 
confin'd to Objects within her Power; 
when ſhe reſts ſatisfied with the Diſtri- WM Cc: 
butions of Providence: For whichſhe has Wl y; 


_— 


v great reaſon; in regard ſhe is a part of it Will is 
1 de. her ſelf * And with as much propriety WM 
ver d the asa Leaf belongs tothe Nature of the Tree Bi M 
of God, Which bears it: Only with this difference, WM 01 
that a Leaf is part of a Nature, without Wl of 
Sence, or Reaſon, and lyable to be checkd th 
in its Operations; Whereas a Manis 2 WW pr 
Limb, as it were;ofan Intelligent Righte- 
ous, and Irrefiſtible Being. A Being that's Ml th 
all Wiſdom ; And aſſigns Matter and Form, is 
Time, Force}, and Fortune, to ever Of 
thing in due Meaſure, and Proportion. Bi it 
And this you'l eaſily perceive if you dont Bil on 
ſtop ſhort in your ſpeculation ; and make ¶ jj 


a lame Enquiry ; But compare the whole 


of one thing, with the whole of another. 
| VIII. Yo! 


* 
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VIII. You have no leiſure to read Books, 
what then? You have leiſure not to be 
Haughty, or play the Knave. Tis in your 
power to be Superiour to your Sences, and 

aramount over Pleaſure and Pain, To 
le deaf to the, Charms of Ambition, and 
look down upon Fame and Glory, Tis in 
your power not only to forbear being an- 
gry with People for their Folly , and In- 


gratitude, but over and above, to cheriſh. 


their Intereſt, and take care of them. 


IX. Never cenſure a Court Life, nor 


ſeem diſſatisfied with your own. 

X, Repentanceis a reproof of a Man's 
Conſcience, for the neglect of ſome Ad- 
vantages. Now whatever is Morally good 
is Profitable, and ought to be the Con- 
cern of a Man of Probity : But no Good 
Man was ever inwardly troubled for the 
Omiſſion of any pleaſure, or the balking 
of his Senſes : From whence it follows, 
that pleaſure ſtrictly ſpeaking , is neither 
profitable, nor Good. 

XI. To go to the Bottom of a Thing , 
theſe Queſtions ſhould be anſwered,what 
Sit in its proper Nature and Diſtinction? 
Of what fort of Matter, and Form does 
it conſiſt > What ſhare of Force and Acti- 
on has it in the World? and how long 
Sit likely to ſtay there? 


K 4 XII. When 
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XII. When you find your elf ſkeyy 


in a Morning, remember that buſineſs, 


and doing ſervice to the World, is to At 
up to Nature, and live like a Man: Where. 
as ſleeping does but degrade you for the 
time, and bring down to a Brft, 
Now thofe Actions which fall in with the 
— and Properties of Nature, are more 
ſuitable, and ſerviceable, and upon a Cu. 
ſtom, more pleaſant than others. 
XIII. Upon every new Idea, let it be 
your conſtant Cuſtom to make uſe of your 
Talent in Phyſcks, Metaphyſicks, and Mo- 


_ rality, and examine the Object in the te- 


ſpective Enquiries of thoſe Sciences. 
XIV. When you are about to converſe 
with any Perſon, make this ſhort ſpecch 
to your ſelf. How does this Man's Deti- 
nitions ſtand affected? What Notions has 
he about Good, and Evil? Nay if his Un- 
derſtanding is , ſo miſled, if he has ſuch 
unfortunate Opinions concerning Plea- 
ſure, and Pain, and the Cauſes of them 
If his Fancy, or his Fears are miſapplyed, 
or over proportion'd with reſpe& to Re- 
dutation, or [gnominy, to Life or Death; 
If the Caſe ſtands thus with him, I dont 
wonder at his Practice; for indeed tis next 


to impoſlibl: he ſhould do otherwiſe. 


XV. Would it not bc an odd inſtance 


of ſurprize to ſtare at a Fig-tree for bearing 
Figs 


een el 


2» Hy — — . 
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Figs ? Why then ſtould it ſeem ſrrunge to 
us, for the World to Act like it ſelf, and 
produce things purſnant to Qualiey, aud 
kind ? This is juſk 2s Foolifh as ir would 
be for 3 Phyfician to wonder at a Fever 7; 
or on Maſter of a Veſſel at a crofs Blaſt of 
WI 5 £ Du 
XVI. To Retract, or mend a Fault at 
the Admonition of a Frtend, hurts your 
Credit or Liberty, no more chan if you 
had grown wiſer upon your own Thought. 
For tis ſtill yout own Judgment and Tem- 
per, which makes you fee your miſtake , 
and = to ha rg Y Hifplea ink 
XVII. If what is E es you, 
why do you dv it, if tis in your power to 
let it alone? But ifyou can't helpir, who 
do you complain of? The Ar or the 
Gods ? * Either way i diſtraction, and · That is 
therefore we muſt murmur againſt nothing, cheue e 
If you can mend the Matter, go about it: ur, wr 
If you cannot, what are you the better theWorld 
for Grumbling > Now a Man ſhould ne- ae 
ver doany thing to no purpoſe. by one of 
XVIII. Whatever drops out of Life, is em. 
h; Wl catch'tup ſomewhere, for the World lo- 
nt ſes nothing. Within this Circutnference That is , 
xt of Corporezty, all things have their ſeveral nothing is 
Formes, and Revolutions; And here tis _ 
cc WF likewiſe that they return into Element, and 
8 firſt Principle; Under which Notion * 
2 0 
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of the World and — own, are the very 
— Bo- ſame; * And all theſe laſt Changes ate 
made of made without the leaſtRepining: And why 
che ſame then ſhould the ſame Matter that lyes qui- 
er. et in an Element,; Grumble in a Man? 
XIX. Providence does not grant Force, 
and Faculties at Random, but every 
thing is made for ſome end: The Sun az 
high as tis, has its buſineſs aſſign'd, and 
* TheEm- ſo have the Celeſtial Deities : * And 
pero the Where's the wonder of all this > But pray 
Stars What were you made for? For your plea- 
— the ſure? Common Sence wort bear ſo ſcan» 
and fore dalous an Anſwer. | 
Chriſtin XX. eee t 3 — End of 
90 ge 1, every thing, no leſs than its Beginning; 
. and — : As he that rike 
And that Ball, deſigns whither it ſhould go, as well 
or foretti. 48 which way: And what's the Ball the 
gence wa better all this while for monnting, or the 
dür Cen worſe for flying Lower, and coming to 


ter and the Ground 2 What does a Bubble get in 


| Governed the ſwelling, or loſe inthe breaking ? The 


— — ſame may be ſaid of a Candle, which is 


Luminary every jot as happy out, as burning. 
— l. Turn or Carkaſs the wrong 
ſide outwards, and be proud if you can; 

And to improve your thought, con. 

ſider what a Beauty, Age, Diſeaſes, and 
Death, will make of you, And to keep 

you low in your Computations 2 

| ame, 
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Fame, conſider that both the Orator, and 
the Hero, the Men, and the Merit, will 
quickly go off, and be out of fight ; that 
the Earth is but a point, and that we live 
but in a Corner of this little Dimenſion 
neither, That Men differ in their Notions 
of Honour and Eſteem z and that even the 
ſame Perſon, is not of the ſame Opinion 
long together, h þ 
XXII. Mind that which lies before you, 
whether it be Thought, Word, or Acti- fe the 
on: You are well enough ſerv'd, * for Emperour 
Poſt-poning your Improvement, and tf to 
making Virtue wait for you till to Mor- appo int · 


ment. 


XXIII. Am I about any — T'le do 
it with regard to the Intereſt of Mankind: 
Does any thing happen to me extraordi- 
nary? T'le receive it as the appoint- 
ment of Fate, and the Diſtribution of 
Heaven, 

XXIV. Think a little, and tell me 
what you meet with in the buſineſs of Ba- 
thing? There's Oy), and Sweat, and Dir- / 
tineſs, and Water, but an Offenſive Mix- was our 
ture take it altogether. Why Life and auf 
datisfaction is — up of much ſuch indif- Daughter, 
ferent Stuff 3 but Coarſe if you examine it 375 . 


to the Bottom. rar, who 
XXV. Lacilla Furied Verus, and fol- nas bis 


low'd him ſoon after. Secunda did the — rw 


ſame pite. 
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ſame Office for Maxizexs, and ſuryiyd 
2510 little _ _ thus it fared with 
tynchames, rotrmms, With Antoni 
* Antoni- true, and * * with-Celer ,* and the 
nus Piu“ Em ann ; they aſſiſted at One 
—— Funeral, and quickly made another then 
tor, or felves. Thus poor Mortals moulder away 
Rhetorick Where are thoſe Men of Reach, and Prog. 
our Em- noſtication? And t'other haughty fan 
peror, and taſtical Sparks? They made a great Noiſe 
league L- and Figure formerly, but what's becom 
cia Verus, Of them now 2 Where are thoſe Cele 
brated Plritoſophers, Charax, Exdemer, 
Demetrius the Platoniſt , and others of 
their Learning, and Character. Alafs! 
They took but a turn in the World, and 
are gone long ſince. Some of them have 
funk to Rights, and left no Memory be- 
hind them; The Hiſtory of others is 6- 
vercaſt, and dwindled into Fables, and a 
Third i fort have decayed farther , and 
dropt even out of 2 Romance, Your bu- 
ſineſs is therefore to remember, that after 
Death your Body will fall th peices, and 
fly off into Aromes ; And as for your Spi- 
rit, that will either be extinguiſh'd, or re- 

mov'd into another Station. 
XXVI. Pleaſure and Satisfaction, con- 
ſiſts in following the Bent of Nature, and 
doing the things we were made for. And 
which way is this to be compaſs d? 1 
the 
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es, by diſtin 
pearance from Truth, and by .contem- 
plating the Nature and Works of the Al- 
mighty. All this is acting according to 
kind, and keeping the Faculties in the 
Right Channel. 

XXVII. Every Man has three Relati- 
ons to acquit himſelf in: His Body helps 
to make one, the Deity another, and his 
Neighbours a Third. 

XXVIII. If Pain is an Affliction, it 
muſt affect either the Body or the Mind; 
If the Body is hurt, let it fay ſo; As 
for the Soul, ſhe can ſecure the Paſſes, and 
keep the Enemy at a diſtance; Tis in 
her power to be invulnerable, by ſuppo- 
lng the Accident no Evil, which ſuppoſi- 
tion is very practicable ʒ For Judgment and 
Appetite, Averſion and Deſire, and all 
the Equipage of Thought , are lodged 
_ and there no miſchief can come at 
them. 

XXIX. Diſcharge common Prejudice, 
and the Fallacies of Fancy, by ſaying 
thus to your ſelf. Tis in my power to 
be as Eaſie, and as Innocent as tis poſſi- 
ble. To have nothing of Vice, of Ap- 
petite or Diſturbance in me. I am like- 
vie in a Condition to State the —_ 
an 
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that of the Pompeyes , for inſtance , and 


by Meaſures , and Rules: And if ever 
Action goes its due lengths, and holdsup 


and diſtinguiſh the Quality of Thing 
and make uſe of them accordingly. The 
are all priviledges of Nature, and ought Ml | 
be remembred as ſuch. 55 

XXX. When you ſpeak in the Senate Wl | 
or elſewhere, mind Decency and Cha. 


ractar more than Rhetorick; And kt 


your Diſcourſe be always Sincere, and 
agree with your Meaning. | 
XXXI. Auguſtus his Court is burid il 

| 


long fince ; His Empreſs, and Daughte, 


His Grand Children, and Sons in Lay, 
his Siſter and ger ee, His Relations and 
Domeſticks, Phyſicians, and Underſacri- WM 
ficers, His Favourites, ſuch as Arins the 
Philoſopher, and Mecenat, they are al 
gone. 

Go on from ſingle Perſons to Families 


you'l find the whole Line Extinct. Thr 
Man was the laſt of his Houſe , is not un- 
common upon a Monument. How ſo⸗ 
licitous were the Anceſtors of ſuch Peopl: 
about an Heir - and yet the Family mult 
of neceſſity fink, and the Blood fail atone 
time or other. 
XXXII. Govern your Life altogether 


to opportunity, reſt contented : Now 10 
Mortal can hinder you from * os 
all 
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Affairs in this condition. But may not 
ee fome Obſtacle without interpoſe? No: 
to Not ſo far as to prevent your Acting like 
a Man of Probity and Prudence. For all 
that, my Motions may be check d, and my 
h. Deſign balk d: Tis no matter for that. 
let As long as you are eaſie under the Ob- 
and ſtruction, and paſs on ſmoothly to what 
comes next; This Behaviour is as good as 
ie going thorough, and ſerves your Improve- 
ter, ment, as well as Succeſs. 
XXXIII. As to the Caſe of good For- 
and tune; Take it without Pride, and Reſign 
cri- ¶ without Reluctance. 
the XXXIV. If you have obſerv'd a Hand, 
al or a Foot, cut off, and remov'd from the 
Body, juſt ſuch a thing is that Man to his 
ies, Power, who 1s either a Malecontent, or 
nd Over-ſelfiſh ; who ſtruggles againſt Fate, 
lor breaks off from thelntereſt of Mankind. 
un-: This untoward behaviour amounts to ee Book 
o Amputation, and deſtroys the Union of jt 4 
ple Nature. But here lies the Good-luck of Set. s & 
ut the Caſe ; Tis in your power to retrieve **: 
one ll the Maim, and ſet the Limb on again: 
This favour is allow'd to no other part of 
ber the Creation. Conſider then the particular 
en Bounty of God Almighty to Man in this 
up privilege. He has ſet him above the Ne- 
n0 8 celfity of breaking off from Nature, and 
ur 8 Providence at all; But ſuppoſing his Miſ- 
| carriage, 


— 


144 Mascus Avroninuss 


* God, 


rules all Mutinons Accidents, brings them 


carriage; Tis in his power to rejoin the 
Body, and grow together again , and . 
cover the advantage of being the ſame 
Member he was at firſt, | 

XXXV. Whence comes all the Power; 
and Prerogatiwes of Rational Being 
From the Sn of the Uniuerſe :* Among 
other Faculties, they have this which | 
am going to mention. For as God over- 


under the Laws of Fate, and makes them 
ſerviceable to his purpoſe ; So tis in the 
power af Man, to make ſomething out of 
every croſs Adventure, and turn all Op- 


poſition to Advantage 


XXXVI. Don't take your whole Life in- 
to your Head at a time, nor burthen your 
ſelf with the weight of the Feture, nor 
Form an Image of all proþable Misfor- 
tunes 3 This Method will but confound 
you. On the centrary, your way is upon 


every Emergency, to put this Queſtion to 


your ſelf, bat intaleralle Circumftance is 
there in all this > Far here yaur ur 
will ſecure you, you'l be aſnam d to aſſign 
particulars, and confe(s your ſelf Con- 
quer'd. Beſides, you are to remember, that 
neither what's paſt, nor what's to come 
needs afflict you, for you have only to deal 
with the preſet. Now this is ftrangely 
leſſen d, if you take it ſingle, and 105 by 

| elf; 
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cer; Chide your Fancy therefore if it 
+. oſfers to ſhtink from a Moment, and 
ne WM grow faint under ſo flender a Tryal. 

XXXVII. Does Paxthes and Pergamus 
il wait at the Tomb of Verus, or Cha- 
„u, and Diotimur, at that of Adrian) * Spy 
it WY That would be ſtuff indeed? And what if barg. 

1 Wl they were there, would thoſe Princes be of their 

. Wl nſible. of the Servite? Granting they br 
m Wl vere, what ſatisfaction would it be to flicks fir 
m Wl them? And ſuppoſe they were pleaſed, — 
tc WY would theſe Waitors laſt always > and be Toms 
of Immortal 2 Are they not doon!d to Age for fom:- 
p- and Death, with the reſt of Mankin > fimeafrer 
0- 


And when they are dead,, what a pickle = 
would the RoyalGhoſts be in, for want 
ar of their Attendance? Alaſs ! Theſe Fan- 
or ces have nothing in them; All this Ce- 
r- Wl rcmony muſt end at laſt in Stench andDuſt, 
id XXXVIII. If you are fo diſcerning , 
1n Ml ys the Philoſopher, make uſe of your 
to WM Talent to ſome purpoſe ; and let your 
i Vudject be rtionable to your Parts. 
ur XXXIX. I find no Moral Virtue which 
n Contradicts and Combates Juſtice, this 
n- ant be affirm'd of Pleaſure, for here 
Temperance comes in with a Reſtraint. 

AL. 'Tis Opinion which gives Being to 
Misfortune, don't fancy your (elf hurt, 
nd nothing can touch you. But what, 
z this Tou 2 Is it not ſome Notional, 

oh Super- 
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- Superfine Thing? No.“ Tis your Rex 8 
ſon. But I am not ſo _ as to be al 


croſs your undertaking? Why if you were 


Fire nor Sword, Tongue nor Tyrant, can 
torch her. 5 


nnn... 


Reaſon. Make your ſelf ſo then, and dont t 
let Reaſon Degenerate, and grow uneaſy, Wl C 
In ſhort, when any thing troubles you, 
let this Thought be your Remedy. P 
XII. To be check'd in the Function; 

of Senſe and Motion and Deſire, is an E. 
vil to the Animal Life $ That which hin- le 


ders the growth or flouriſhing of a . 


table, may be ſaid to be an Evil there, U 
likewiſe-to be cramp'd inthe Faculties of i ii 
the Mind, is an Evil to an Intelligent MI. 
ture: Apply all this to your felt. Dos 
Pleaſure or Pain Solicite, or Attack you? WWW?" 
Turn them over to your Senſes, and let. 
them anſwer. fort. Does any thing he 


politive and peremptory about it, and ſet he 
your Heart upon't then the Diſappoint- 
ment isreallyan Evil : But if you engage 
only upon Condition, the Nail would drive, W"® 
and with a reſerve - for Accidents , then 
no manner of. hindrance, or harm has 
happen'd to you; Indeed no Mortal 
can lay the Soul by the Heels, or put 2 
Reſtraint upon her. The Mind if ſhewill 
but Arm her Thoughts, and Exert het“ 
Courage, is Impregnable : And neither 


XLII. Why 


XLII. Why ſhould I Fret, and Vex, 
that never — ga any body? * * The Em- 
Certainly I can have no reaſon to be — 
nore unkind to my ſelf, than to other tbe un- 
P eople. | | — of 
XIIII. Every Man has his particular fome la- 
Guſt, and Inclination, but my pleafure b 
les in Wiſe Thinking , and Reaſonable tge en- 
Defires : Give me a Sound and a Sober '540rdine- 
Underſtanding : A Temper that never“ 
falls out either with Men, or Accidents : 

That takes all things with good humour, 
computes rightly upon their Value, and 
puts them to the Uſes they are fit for. 

XLIV. Make the beſt of your Time 
while you have it: Thoſe who are ſo ſo- 
lcitous about Fame, and think of Living 
lere after they are Dead, ſuch Men I ſay 
e re conſider that the World won't mend 
by growing older; That Future Genera- 
tions, will be as weak, and Diſobliging , 
5 the preſent : What then can the noiſe 
Opinions of ſuch little Mortals ſigniſie? 
XLV. Toſs me into what Climate or 
Mate you pleaſe : For all that Ile keep my 

enius * in good Humour, that is my * Or Soul. 
Wn Conſcience, if tis Good, ſhall make 
e Happy ; Let me but perform the Du- 
of a Reaſonable Nature, and I'le ask 
o more. What ! Is this Miſadventure 
15 enough toruffle my Mind, and throw 
L 2 her 
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her of the Hinges? To make her Mean 
1 and Servile,, and to fright her 
from the Privileges of her Nature ? What 
is there that can juſtifie ſuch Diſorders, and 
make ſatisfaction for them? 

 XLVI. No Accident can happen to m 
Man but what is conſequent to his Col. 
dition, and common 'to his kind. And 
the ſame thing may be affirm d of a Beal}, 
a Tree, or a Stone. Now if things fats 
no otherwiſe than according to Kind, and 


| 
Conſtitution 4 what makes you complain 
and gro nneaſy? You may be aſſurd 
Providence will nevet lay you in the vi 
of an intollerable Evil, nor make your Be 
ing your Grievance. 8 
XIVI. If External: put you into fh 5 
Spleen, take notice that tis not the thin - 
which diſturbs you, but your Notion abo 
it: Which Notion you may diſmiſs if yo 8 
_ But if the condition of you 
ind diſguſts you; who ſhould hind - 
you from rectifying your Miſtakes, zu ., 
fetting your Tho * in order? Farthe Ve 
if you are diſturb' becauſe you are 108 
Active and Bold in the Diſcharge of Joi 
Duty: If chis be your Caſe, your way x s 
to fall on, and doe ſomething, and nc = 
ye growling at your own Omiſſion. bl , 
you are under ſome inſuperable Difficult 4 


If you have done your utmoſt, nere c 
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your ſelf about the Matter? For * have 
nothing to anſwer for. It may be yqu 
will ay, tis not worth my while to Live 
unleſs this Buſineſs can be effected. Why 
then &en Dye; But take your leave hand- 
ſomly : Go off as ſmoothly, as if you h 

ſucceeded; And ben't angry with tho 

that diſappointed yon. 7 


XVIII. The Ming is inyincible When 


ſhe exerts her ſelf, and relys upon her 
own Cy F In this Caſe there's no 
forcing her Will, tho' ſhe has nothing but 
Obſtinacy for her Defence. What then 
muſt her ſtrength be when ſhe is fortified 
with Reaſon, and Rngages upon Thought 
and Deliberation > A Soul ynembarrals'd 
with Paſſion, * is the mpſt impregrable 
decurity s Hither we may retire, anc 


de- 
fe our Enemies : He that ſees not this 


that forgets to uſe it, — 85 

XIIX. Don't add to your Imormation 
from without, nor make more of things 
than your Sexſes Report. For Inſtance: 
Youare told that ſuch a one has ſpaken 
ll of you. Right, But that yon are re- 
ally the worſe for't, is no part of the 
News ; And if you think fo, tis your 
own Addition: Again: I ſee my Child 
he dick : True; But that he is in Dan- 
ger is more than I ſee 3 And therefore if 
| | L 3 con- 


"That has 
nothing of 
Hope, nr 
Fear, of 


Advantage, muſt be iggorant, and he *verfion, 


to, weaken 


it. 


— ————— — LEES 2 ee Is ce 2 ee — 


4 
E un... 


| 


| 7 
150 Mascus AnToNINUusS 


— 


conclude ſo, I muſt thank my ſelf fort. 1 
Thus always ſtop at the firſt Repreſentui. Ml , 
on, and you are ſafe : Inferences , and Wl 
Supplemental Fancies, do but make a Man 5 
Unhappy. But if you will Reafonupon't, WI p 
(which may not be unſerviceable)) do it Will 
the right way : Doe it like a Man that 
has look'd through the World , and isno l 
Stranger to any thing that can happen. - 
L. Does your Cucumber taſt bitter? n 


Let it alone. Are there Brambles in your Wil 
way? Avoid them then, Thus far you WI o 
are well: But then don't ask what does the BI m 
World with ſuch fluff as this it? This is to WI 44 
be too Bold, and Impertinent ; And a Ml 44 
Natural Philoſopher would laugh at you: 0 
This Expoſtulation is juſt as Wiſe as it Will p, 
would be to find fault with a Carpenter WW 4; 
for having Saw-duſt, or a Taylor Shred n 
in his Shop ; They know where to be- S 
ſtow them, tho you don't. Nay if you Bil te 
| examine farther, the Abſurdity is too big 8 
for the Compariſon : For Univerſal N. or 
F ture has no place. for Refuſe out of her di 
| ſelf. All things are lodged within ber Bil 2 
Circumference. Here 'tis that they grow Wl 0 
Old, and Moulder, and ſeem good for no- ni 
thing. But then under all theſe Diſad- WM 11 
vantages the wonder of her Contrivance in: 
is ſuch, that ſhe Melts them down, and be 


Recoins them in another Figure, and _ Ge 
| them 
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them new and ſhining from the Mint. 
And thus ſhe neither wants any Foreign 
Oare, or Bye place to throw the Droſs in: 
But is always abundantly furnifh'd with 


ſelf. 
LI. Be not heavy in Buſineſs , nor di- 


ſurb'd in Converſation, nor Rambling , 
and Impertinent in your Thoughts. Keep 
your Mind from running adrift z from 
ſudden Surprize, and Tranſports, and don't 


overſet your ſelf with too much Employ- 


ment, Do they Curfe you > Do they 
threaten to Kill, and Quarter you ? Let 
them go on : They ican never murther 
your Reaſon, nor your Virtue : Thoſe 
Privileges run for Life. if you pleaſe. 
All this Barbarity ſignifies little. Tis 


much as if a Man'that ſtands by a Lovely 


Spring ſhould fall a ralling on't : The Wa- 


ter is never the worſe for his foul Lan- 


guage: And if he ſhould throw in Dirt, 
or Dung, *twould quickly diſappear, and 
diſperſe, and the Fountain be as wholſome. 
ever: Which way now are you to go 
to work, to keep your Springs always run- 
ning, and never Stagnate into a Pool ? 
[le tell you: You muſt be always Drudg- 
ng at the Vertnes of Freedom, and Inde- 
pendance ; Of Sincerity , Sobriety, and 
Good nature. Make vour ſelf but Ma- 

8 ſter 


Room, and Matter, and Art, within her 
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ſter of theſe Qualities, and your buſine( 
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LH. He that's unacquainted with the 
Origine, and firſt Cauſe of the Wotld, 
and with that Providence that Governy 
it, muſt be at a loſs to know where Heis 
and what Empire he lives under: And he 
that can't tell the Ends he was made for, 
is Ignorant both of himſelf, and the 
World too: And he that's uninſtructed in 
either of theſe two Points, will nere be 
able to look into the Defign of His Beixy, 
And yet there are abundance of People 
that would be puꝛzled at theſe Queſtions, 
What do you think then of His Diſcreti- 
on, that's anxious about what is ſaid of 
Him; and values either the Praiſe, or 
the Cenſure of thoſe little Folks, that 

know neither where They are, nor who ? 
LIH. Nothing can be more Vain than 
the Courting of Popular Applauſe. What! 
Are you ſo Ambitious. of a Man's good 
Word, that it may be in an Hours time 
ſhall Curfe himſ#f-to the Pitt of Hell 
Are you ſo fondof being in their Favour, 
that can't keep in their own? Striving to 
pleaſe thoſe People that can't pleaſe them. 
ſelves, is to no manner of purpoſe ! And 
how can they be ſaid to pleaſe themſelves, 
who are diffatisfied with their Conduct 
at every turn, and Repent of almolt ever) 
thing they do ? LIV. Let 
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© UV. Let your Soul receive the Deity 


15 your Blood does the Air, for the Influ- | 


ences of the ons, are no leſs Vital than 
the other. This Correſpondence is very 
Prafticable : For there's an Ambient Om- 
nipreſent Spirit, which lies as open, and 

ious to your Mind, as the Air you 


h does to your Lungs : But then you 
muſt remember to be difoogd to draw it. 


LV. Wickedneſs is noSubſtance,or Sepa- 
nate Being, and therefore one would think 
it ſhould be no Neceſſary Nufſanee. It ſub- 
fiſts only in particular Subjects, and here 
it does no harm to any thing that is Fo- 
reign. Tis only a Plague to the Breaft 
it lies in; and does no body any miſ- 
chief, but him that may be rid ofit when- 


* 


ever he pleaſes. r een 
LVI. My Thoughts and my Will, are 

238 much my own , as my Conſti 3 

and no more concern d in the Conduct 


another Man, than my Blood is in the 


beating of another Body's Pulſe : For tho 
weare born for the Service of each other; 


Yet our Liberty is Independent, and our 


Souls all left to our ſelves : Otherwiſe my 
Neighbours Miſcarriage might be my Miſ- 
fortune. But God has prevented this 


Conſequence, leaſt it ſhould be in anothers 


power to make me Unhappy. 


* 


LVIL. The 


| 
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| 
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LVII. The Sun is Diffus'd and beſtoys 
himſelf every where, but this ſeeming 
Expence never Exhauſts him: The res- 
fon is, becauſe he is ſtretched like a Thread, 
and not powr'd out like a Liquour. And 


thus his Beams have their name from Ex. 
XI Iver 
from Ex 


tention. * As for the Properties and Phi- 


Jelredx as loſophy ofa Ray, you may obſerve them, 
the Empe · if you pleaſe to let it into a dark Room 


reur wil 


have it. 


no Faculties, he'l have no Feeling. But 


through a narrow paſſage. Here you' 


ſee it move in a right Line, till "tis broken, 
and as it were divided in Reflexion; by 
having its progreſs ſtop d upon a ſolid Bo- 
dy: And here the Light makes a ſtand, 
without dropping, or ſliding off. Thus 
you ſhould let your Sexſe ſhine out upon 
Converſation ': There's no fear of Emp- 
tying your nnderſtanding : And when 
you meet with Oppoſition ne're Tilt, and 
Batter againſt it, nor yet drop your Ta- 
lent in - Deſpair. - No: Let your Beams 
ſpread themſelves, and play on, and En- 
lighten where they find a Capacity: And 
as for that Body tlfat won't tranſmit the 
Light, it does but darken it ſelf, by its 
Revitange. © >, | 
LVIII. He that dreads Death, is either 
afraid that his Sences will be extinguiſh'd, 
or alter d: Now if the Powers are loſt, 
the Pain muſt be ſo too; For if he has 


if 


* 
* a & 
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he has new Perceptions, and another 
dett of Sences, he will be another Crea; 
tre; and then he will live ſell, as- E 
take it. 

LIX. Men are bow to be ſerviceable 
to one another, therefore either Reform | 
the World, or bear with it. 4 

LX. Underſtanding does not always 
drive onward like an Arrow. The Mind 
ſometimes by making a Halt, and going 
round for Advice, hits the Mark mucl 
better, than if ſhe had let My directly wp: 
on it. 

LXT. Look nicely intothe Thoughts tsof 
other People, and give them ns. ow 
Freedom with your own. ! 


BOOK. *. $i EA 


Tx play the Knavei is to Rebel a 

Religion, all ſort of 2 no 
leſs then High Treaſon againſt Heaven : 
For ſince the Nature, or Spul ofthe . 
verſe * has made Rational 1 for 
mutual Service, and Support; Made them 
that they ſhould Aſũſt, and Oblige each 
other, according to the Regards of Cir- 
cumſtance, and Merit; but never do any 
body any Harm : The Caſe ſtanding thvs, 
he that croſſes upon this Deſign, is Pro- 
phane in his Contradiction, and Outra- 


ges 


156 _ Maxcus Awvtonmus's 

es the moſt Antient Deity. For the N. 

— Uniduerſe is the Cauſe of i. { 

ind that which gives it Being. Thus a Ml © 

things are one Family, ſuited , and i 

were of Kin to each other. This New, Wl * 

is alſo (tiled Tvusb, as being the Baſis of Ml 

Firſt Principles, and Certainty. He there. | | 

fore that tellsa Lye — is an li- 

religious Wreteh; For by deceiving his Wl © 

Neighbour , he is unjuſt to him; and il © 

Cheats him of the Truth to which he hus (il | 

2 Natural Right. And he that's guilty of n Ml © 

Untruth out of Ignorance, is lyable to ! 

the ſame Charge, (tho not in the ſam: Wl | 
Degree, ) becauſe his Ignorance is Vo- 

Jantary, and Aﬀetted ; becauſe he diſ- 

c 

t 

( 

] 

I 

\ 

1 

( 


— 


ſents from the Mind of Providence, brings 
Diſorder into the World, and oppoſes the 
firſt Settlement of Nature. He ſeems to 
be fond of Confuſions, to declare for the 
intereſt of Error , and take the Field :- 
par Certainty and Science. By n 
g the affiſtances of Heaven, and the 
Talent he was born too; He has parted 
with the Guideof his Underſtanding, loſ 
the Teſt of Truth, and the diſtinction of 
Right, and Wrong, Farther : He that 
ons Proſperity and Pleaſure amon | 
Things really Good; Pain and Hard- | 


1 ſhip amongſt Things really Evil, can be 
no Pious Perſon : For ſuch a Man . be | 
ure 


[ 4 


3 
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fre to complain of the Adminiſtrations 


of Providence, Charge it with Miſmatghs - 
ing Fortune, and Merit, and miſapplying 


Rewards and Puniſnments: Hel often ſee 
ll People furniſh'd with Materials for 
Pleaſure, and Regaled with the Reliſh ot 


it: And good Men hatraſs'd and depreſt. 


and meeting with nothing but 'Mufbr- 
tune. To go on: He that's afraid of 


pain, or Alfliction z will be afraid of ſome · 


thing that will always be in the World; but 
to be thus uneaſie at the Appointmentsof 
Providence, is à failure in Reyerence, and 
violent in the purſait of Pleaſire,, won't 
ſtick to tart Villain for. the» PurchaR : 
And is not this plainly , an Ungractous , 
and an Ungodly Humour? To ſet the Mat- 


ter Right, where the Allowance of God ©, 


equally clear; as it is with Regard to 
Proſperity , and Adverſity: For had he 
not approved both theſe Conditions, He 
would never have made them: I ſay 
where the Good Liking of Heaven is e- 
qually clear, Ours ought to be ſo too: 
becauſe we ought to follow the Gredanice 
of Nature, and the Senſe of the Deity. 
That Man therefore that does not Com- 
ply with Providence in the ſame Indiffe- 
rence of Notion, with 8 
| an 
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and Pain; Life and Death, Honour, and 
Infamy 3 He that does not this, without 
ſtruggling of Paſſions, without Unman- 
ageable Preference, or Averſion; is no 
Friend to the Divine Oeconomy; His 
Thoughts are Leud, and Mutinous, and ſo 
would his Actions be too, if he had Power. 

By ſaying that Univerſal Nature, or 
God ſtands equally Affected to theſe dif- 
ferent Diſpenſations, the meaning is that 
they are both comprehended in the gene- 
ral Scheme, and equally conſequent to the 
firſt Eſtabliſhment. They: were Decreed 
by the Almighty from the Beginning, and 
ſtruck out with the Lines of the Creation, 


Then twas that the Plan of Providence 


was drawn, and the Fate of Futurity De- 
termin d. Then Nature was made Proli- 
fick, and enabled to bring forth in due 
Time: Then the whole Stock of Beings, 
the Revolutions of Fortune, and the Suc- 
ceſſions of Time, were all ſtated, and ſet 


2 going. . 


II. He is better Bred, and more a Gen- 
tleman, that takes leave of the World 
without a blot in his Scutcheon ; And has 
nothing of Falſhood and Diſſimulation, of 
Luxury, or Pride to tarniſh his Character. 
But when a Man is once dipt in theſe Vi- 
ces, the next beſt thing is for him to quit, 


rather than live on, and be an Old Sin- 
: ner. 


2er 
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- W nr. 1 ſuppoſe you underſtand the 

1d Wl Plague too well not to run away from it? 

ut And what's the Plague > Why if you are 

n- Knave, or a Libertine, you have the Tok- 

10 ens upon you. The Infection of the Mind 

is z ten times worſe then that of the Air; 

lo Wl The Malignity is not near fo fatal in the 

. Blood, as in the Vill; For the Brute only 

„ date in the firſt Caſe, but the Man in the 
other. 

il III. Don't Contemn Death, but take 
eit handſomly, and willingly ;- Look upon 

ett as part of the Product of Nature, and 

d one of thoſe things which Providence has 

d been pleas'd to Order. For as Youth, and 

. Age, Growth, and Declenſion, Down, 

ud Gray Hairs, Prægnancy, and Birth, &. 

„er all natural Actions, conſequences of 

- WH Time,and Incidents of Life ; ſo alſo is Dy- 

ing and Diſſolution, every jot as much ac- 

cording to Common Courſe as the reſt. 

A wiſe Man therefore, muſt neither run 
Giddily, nor ſtaulk Haughtily into his 

Grave; He muſt look upon Death as Na-,, 
tres Baſinefs , and wait her Leiſure, as — 
he does for the Progreſs, and Maturity of ſcems to 
other Things : * For as you don't over; dg 
ative a Fetws, but let it take its own Opinion 
ime, and come into the World when tis of the 
rady z So you ſhould ſtay in the other gef of 
Cafe, till opportunity preſents, and Things SeIFMur- 


are er. 
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are Ripe ; and your Soul drops out of the 
Husk of —— accord. But if you ſtand 
in need of a Vulgar Remedy, and want a 
Cordial to make Dying go down the bei. 
ter, you ſhall have it. Conſider then what 
ſort of World, and what ſort of Humour, 
you will be Rid of! Tis true you at: 
not to fall - fonl upon Mankind, but to treat 
them with Kindneſs ard Temper : : But 
ſtill you may remember that you don't 
Irve among 28 of your on Mind, 
and Fancy: if your Humour Hit 
it, and 7 — were all ſet 
to the Amo Tune ; Such a Unanimity «- 

mongſt Mortals , might reaſonably Re- 
commend Life, and make us loath to pat 
with it : But you ve the Matter is 

| — 2 s: And that vaſt Diſtur- 
— bred by different Opinions: In- 


ſomuch that now we ought rather to Pe 


tition Death to make haſt, for fear we 
ſhould be Teaz d out of our Reaſon , and 
looſe our beſt Thoughts in a Crow'd. 

IV. He that commits a Fault Abroad, 
is a Treſpaſſer at Home; And he that in- 

jures his Nei hbour, hurts himſelf, for to 

— himſelf an ill Man is a ſhrew d Miſ- 
chief. 

V. Omiſſions no leſs than Commiſſions, 
are oftentimes Branches of Injuſtice. 


VI. I 


* * 
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VL If your Judgment prong whts 
ly, if your Actions ur Friendly, and 
well-meant, if your Mind is contented , 
1nd refign'd to Providence ; If you are 
1 pollen of theſe Bleſſings, you art 
lappy enough in ail Conſclencgg - 
VII, Dont be impos d on by : pe- 
rz check your Fancy, aud moderate 
your Heat 3 and kerp yout Reaſon ab 
mys in her own P Wer. 
VIII. The Souls of Brutes are all af 
one kind, and ſo are thoſe of Rational 
kings, tho of a high Order. And thus 
al Living Creatures that have oteaſion 
for Air, and Earth, and Light, are fur- 
niſh'd at the ſame Shop; and have the 
lune Elements „ and Sun at their Ser- 
me!" 115 oma 1 "TROL SDUTITE © Th 
IX, Things of the ſame common Qua- Seftion 
ty have a; Tendeney to their Kind 2 5977 


mn. 


that Man» 


Cathy Bodies tumble to the Ground, king are 
One drop of Moiſture runs after another; Aa 
And thus Air where tis predominant, Grand pri- 


nd Violence, can kbeꝑp theſe things aſuns . 
der. Firedikewiſe mounts, and reaches 
awards, to make after its own/Element 
Adore : This hr pegs it 7 
tion to it's ies, and joyn 
dther F Mee Bdow s Anden this 
raſon it catches * all Fuel a 4 
% & 


preſſes after Air: And nothing hut Force, lege of 
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tle more dry than ordinary! i becauſe here Nc 
the Qualities oppoſite to Accenſiom an 
weak and diſabled. Thus all Beings which Wh, 
artake of the ſame dme Thouybr, and Wh) 
Underſtanding , have u natural Inſtint Ny: 
for Correſpondence With their own Kind: Mes 
only with this difference, that the higher Wh. 
any thing ſtands in the 'Scate of Being, 
the ſtronger it is inclin'd to Communice Wis. 
tion with its own Order, and Diſtindi- 
on. To illuſtrate the Argument, we find Gn 
the force of Nature, and Blood; very 
| _—_ — — —— 1 — a 
ears by their run together in Herds, un(: 
Lamm — n to Kind z by their Hm 
providing for their Young Ones, and by 
that Reſemblance of Love, and Affection, 
which is carried on among them. Theſe tt 
 Arimals have a Soul in them, by conſe- 
quence their Principle of Union is more 
vigorous thati in Stocks, and Stones. Tor 
o on to Reaſonable: Creatures; Ane 
ere we may obſerve Mankind united „om 
public Counſets, and Common: wealtts Nye a 
Dy particular Friendſhips, and Families and 
And when War has work them to ths 
greateſt Miſunderſtanding, They have « 
The Em · ven then: the benefit of Correſponding bj 
perour. Truce, and Articles: Farther te Inſtanc f 
the Stars in a higher Order 5 the Stars, thoug! ne! 
bn U not Neighbours in Situation; move Ms 
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Concert. ' Thus where Things are more 


re W\oble, and Nature riſes, Sympathy riſes 
too, and Operates at a diſtance. But here 
d licsthe Miſery on't : Mankind are ſtrang- 
it WM unfortunate with the privilege of their 
d:Mcaſon ! They are the only Beings which 
er Ndreak through the Force of Inſtinct, and 
3, Mould make the Alliances of Nature fig- 
. ie nothing. But tho they run from 
u. tir Kind, they are catched again in 
nd Wome meaſure. For you ſhall ſooner ſce 


piece of Earth refuſe to lye by its own 
lement, than find any Man ſo perfect 
inſociable ,, as not to Correſpond with 
ome body or other. : 
X, Every thing afords ſomne pro- 
Ii; God, and Men, and the World all 
fthem bear Fruit in their proper Seaſons; 
strue,Uſe has reſtrain'd this fignification 
d Vines, and Trees; But this Cuſtom 


TofWnurt, Reaſon may ly enough be 
\n08id to Bear, when Mo rvic gabe ck at 
by Wome, and to the Publick : eſpecially. if 
ls ir: confider that the Frxit of the Under- 
les fanding keeps cloſe to its Kind, and re- 


mbles the Stock more fully than that 
wich grows in the Garden. 
XI. Give an injurious Perſon good Ad- 
e, and Reform him if you can. If not, 
nember that your Clemency, and Temper 
3 given you for this Tryal; That the 

. God's 


\ 
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God's are ſo patient, and Han „28 th 
paſs by the perverfneſs di Men, and ſome- 
times to Aſſiſt them over and above in 

their Health, Fame, and Fortune. Juſt 
thus may you do if you pleaſe, if not, let 
me know the Impediment. 


XII: Don't drudge like 2 Galley Slave; I 
nor do buſineſs in ſuch a Laborious man © 
ner, as if you had a mind to be pitied, oil © 
wondred at; Let your Motives be mor 
Solid; And either put on, or make a Hat. 
as publick Reaſon, and Convenience (tal - 
direct you. r PU 

XIII. To day I ruſhed clear out of 2 
Misfortune; or rather I threw Misfortung ® 
from me; for to ſpeak truth; it was no © 
Out-lyer, nor ever any farther. off than mii 
own Fancy. SAKE 2, | 

XIV. All things are the ſame over ai 
gain, and nothing but what has been 
ſerv'd up to our Fore-fathers : They 2 - 
ſtale upon Experiment; Momentary it aſt 
their Laſting, and Coarſe in their Matter © 
XV. Things, or Accidents ſtand with e 
oat Doors, and keep their Diſtance, a 
neither know, or Report any things 1 An 
bout themſelves; what is it then tha "00 
pronounces upon their Quality, and make lle 

. *:Book them look frightfully? Nothing but you "© 
. Ses. 39. Own Fancy, and Opinion.“ | Te, 


& ali XVI. As Virtue, and Vice * 1 
EINEM „ 100 
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Action, and not in the Impreſſions of the 
Sences 3 ſo tis not what they Fel, but 
what they Doe, which makes Mankind ei- 
ther Happy, or Miſerable, * 

XVII. Tis all one to a Stone whether Sec Book 
tis thrown upwards, or downwards 
The mounting, or ſinking of the Motion, 
does not make the Thing, one jot the 
better, or the worſe. * | 

XVIII. Examine the ſize of Peoples Se-Book 
&nſe and the Condition of their Under- S 20. 
ſandings, and you't never be fond of Po- 
pularity, or afraid of Cenſure. 

XIX. All things are in a perpetual Flux, 
anda fort of Conſumption ; you your 
ſelf are ſo, and the whole World keeps 

XX. Don't diſturb your ſelf about the 
Iregularities of other People, but let eve- 
ry bodies Fault lye at their own Doors. 

XXI. The intermiſſion of Action, and 
[ſtop in Appetite, and Thought, are a 
iind of Death upon the Faculties for the 
preſent, and yet there is no harm iu't. Go 
on now to the different Periods of Life: 
And here you'l find Infancy, Youth, Man- 
hood , and Old-age treading upon the 
Heels of each other, and the Firſt as it 
vere cut down, and diſpatch'd by the lat- 
ter, And where lies the Damage , and 
Terror of all this? Proceed to your 

M 3 Grand- 
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* God. 


Grandfathers time, and to that of you 
Father, and Mother, and run over as much 
Ground, in Changes, Decay, and Death 
as you pleaſe ; And when you have done, 
ask your ſelf what great Grievance there 
is in the Contemplation : And when voy 
find nothingextraordinary, you may con- 
clude that Ending, and Alteration will (i 
no harder upon your Life, than upon thoſe 


before you. 


XXII. Make a ſtand for Thought 
and Enquiry, and ſurvey your own Mind, 
that of the * Univerſe, and that of the 
Perſon who has Diſoblig'd you : Your 
own, that you may keep it Honeſt, God- 


Almighty's, that you may know who you 


are part of, and to whom you belong: 
the Offenders, that you may diſcover 
whether his Fault was Ignorance, or Ma- 
lice : And here you ſhould likewiſe re- 
member, that you are of Kin to him. 
XXIII. As you are a Member of Society 
your ſelf, ſo every Action of yours ſhould 
tend to the Benefit, and Improvement of 
it. So that when you do any thing which 
has neither immediate, or remote Refer 
rence to general Advantage; you make a 


Breach in the Common Intereſt , deſtroy 


the Unity of Publick Life, and are as te. 
ally guilty of a Seditious behaviour, 3s 2 


Malecontent that Embroyls a Nation: 
an 
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nd Draws off a Faction from the Govern- 


ment. 
XXIV. The Buſineſs of Mankind is 
ſtrangely Trifling and Tranſient ; Things 
are ſo Hollow, and ſo quickly Hurried off, 
that the World looks ſomewhat like a 
dene of Necromancy , and ſeems to be 
more Apparition than real Life. * *See Book 
XXV. Penetrate the Quality of Forms, 55 33. 
and take a View of them, abſtracted from 
their Matter z And when you have done 
this, Compute the common Period of 
their Duration. * | : *See Book 
XVI. You have been a great ſufferer +) & 7- 
for Rambling from a Life of Reaſon, and 3 
for not being contented with Doing what 
you were Made for. 
XXVII. When People treat you ill, 
blame your Conduct, or report any thing 
to your Diſadvantage ; ſhoot your ſelf 
into the very Soul of them; rummage 
their Underſtandings, and ſee how their 
Heads are Furniſh'd; A thorough En- 
quiry into this Matter will ſet you at reſt: 
Tou be fully convinc'd that the Opinion 
of ſuch Mortals is not worth one trouble- 
lome Thought. However you mult be kind 
to them, for Nature has made them your 
Relations. Beſides, the God's“ give «x1. 
them all ſort of Countenance , Advertiſe bre 
them by Dreams and Prophecy, and help ge 
= 3 ol them wed. 
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them to thoſe things they have a Mind 
tO. $7 
XXVIII. This uncertain World is a. 
ways Rolling, and turning things Toph. 
turvy. Now the Soil of the Univerſe * 
either purſues the Courſe of Time ; De- 
ſcends to Particulars, and exerts it ſelf u 


on every Effect, or elſe Matter, and 


tion were put into ſuch order at firſt, that 
Things ſhould do of (themſelves , and 
work up the Mode! by neceſſary Conſe- 
quence : Take it either way, and the Ad- 
miniſtration will lye in the ſame Hands; 
And that's ſufficient' to make yon quiet. 
But if neither of theſe Hypotheſes's wil 
fatisfie, you muſt ſet - Eprenrns's Atom 
at the Helm, and make them, juſtle out z 
World in the Dark. In a Word; If God 
Governs, all's well: But if Things ate 
left to themſelves, and ſet adrift-, dont 
you Ramble, and Float after them. To 
conclude. We ſhall quickly be all Under- 
ground: And cer long the Earth it ſelf 
muſt be chang d into ſomething elle; 
And that ſomething into another Form, and 
ſo on in inſinituxm. Now he that conl:- 
ders theſe Everlaſting Alterations, this 
conſtant Toſſing, and Tumbling, and how 
faſt Revolutions ſucceed each other; He 
that conſiders this I ſay, will have but 2 
mean Opinion of what the World can 
afford. XXIX. Nature 


P 
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XXIX. Nature runs Rapid like a Tor: 
rent , and ſweeps All Things; What 'SecBook 
wretched States · men are thoſe Uounterfeita à I. 
in Virtue, and Philoſophy ? * Heark you, . 
friend, no more Hypocriſie and OriMace;: gion is le- 
no prudential Knavery, no claſhing between vel d 
Politicks and Morals! Come! Let Ho- ffin...* 
neſty be ſerv'd firſt, Do what God requires of the 5 


of you, and Truſt for the Iſſue and Event t s 


Fall on then, as Occaſion offers, and ne're © the 
look about for Company, and Commen- Policicks. 
dation However, I would not have you 

expect Plato's Common-wealth . : That 
Draught is too fine; and your Mortals will 

nete riſe up to it. As the World goes, a 
moderate Reformation is a great Point, 
and therefore reſt contented. If we can 
but govern Peoples Hands, we muſt let 
their Hearts and their Heads go free. To 
Cure them all of their Folly and ill Prin- 
ciples, is impracticable. And yet _ 
jou can Change their Opinions, t 
Subjection will be all Force, and Diſſem- 
bling. But you'l ſay, were not Alexander, 
Philip, and Demetrius Phalerens under the 
Rules of theſe pretended Philoſophers? 
and what a Noble Figure do they make 
n Hiſtory ? — all that, I have aque- 
ſtion, or two to askthem. Had they a right 


Notion of the Laws of Nature, and were 
they Juſt, and Generous in good 


. 
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If their Virtues were all Shew and Varniſh 


I defire to be excus d the Imitation. Phi. 


loſophy is a Modeſt Profeſſion, tis all re- 


ality and plain-dealing. I hateSolemnity, 
and Pretence, with nothing but Pride at 
the Botton. | NET 
XXX. Fly your Fancy into the Clouds, 
and from this Imaginary Height, take a 
View of Mortals here Below. What 
{ſtrange Medly of Management, what con- 
fuſion of Proſpect is here > What infinite 
Variety in Religion, Government, and 
Fortune? Go on with the Speculation, 
ſtretch your Thoughts over Time and 
Nature , and look upon Things in the 
different Aſpects of the paſt, and the pre- 
ſent ; Conſider how the World withers, 
and wears off ; that the Ages before,were 
unacquainted with you, and ſo will ma- 
ny of thoſe that come After. That nei- 
ther your Power, nor your Fame, rea- 
ches far among the Barbarians; how many 
are there that never heard of your Name, 
how many that will quickly Forget you, 
and how many that Admire you Now, will 
Cenſure you Afterwards ? In ſhort , Me- 
mory, and Fame , and all thoſe Things 
which are commonly ſo much Valued, are 
no better than Toys, and Amuſements. 
XXXI. Be always Eaſie, and Upright; 


Let Fortitude Guard without, and Honeſty 
1 OD wi / hin 
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within ; Keep your Mind, and your Mo- 
tions true to the Intereſt of Mankind, for 
then you know your Faculties are in the 
right poſture, that Nature has ſet them. 

XXXII The greateſt part of your trou- 
ble lies in your Fancy, and therefore you 
may Diſengage your ſelf when you pleaſe. 
[Iltell you which way you may Move 
much more Freely, and give Eaſe, and El- 
bow-room to your Mind. Take the whole 
World into your Contemplation, and the 
little time you are to Live in't. Conſider 
how faſt the Scenes are ſhifted, and how 
near the End of all things lies to their Be- 
ginning ! But then the Extent of Dura- 
tion in which we are nothing concern'd ! 


The Ages before our Birth, and after our 


_ are both Infinite and Unmeaſura- 
e. | 13 
XXXIII. Whatever makes a Figure 
Now, will quickly Decay, and Diſppear: 
And thoſe that Gaze upon the Ruins of 
Time, will be bury'd under them. And 
then the Longeſt, and the Shorteſt Liver, 
will be both in the ſame Condition. | 

XXXIV, If you would walk within Peo- 


ple, and diſcover their Intentions, and 


look through their Ceremony , and Re- 
(pet, you muſt ſtrain for Obſervation ; 
and ſtrip them to the Soul if you can : 
duch a narrow Enquiry will, among other 

Things, 
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Things, bring a great deal of Vanity to 
Light ; yes, Mortals are very full of them- 
ſelyes; When they Commend, or Cen- 
ſure, do you a good, ot an ill Turn, They 
are ſtrangely conceited of the perform. 
XV. The Diſſolution of Forms, is 

no loſs in the Maſs of Matter. Thing 
are Chang d this way tis true, but they 
don't Periſn. Providence by which all 
things are well contriv'd , Delights in 
theſe Alterations, They have always had 
their Range in the World, and always 
will have. What then? Will you blame 
the Conduct of the Firſt Cauſe? Were all 
Things Made, and muſt they always be 
out of Order? What ! Are there ſo many 
Gods in Being, and none able to Con- 
quer, and Correct this Evil? And is Na- 
tare indeed condemn d to an Everlaſting 
XXXVI. The Materials of Bodies, it 
vou examine them, are ſtrangly Coarle : 
Thoſe that are Animated have little in 
them but Water, and Duſt, and Bones, 
and ſomething that's offenſive. And then 
if you go to Mettals, Minerals ec. Mar- 
ble is no more than a Callous Excreſcence, 
nor Gold and Silver any better than the 
Dregs and Sediment of the Earth. Fine 
Cloths are nothing but Hair twiſted _ 
yy, , ther; 
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ther; and ſmeard with) the Riad of ©, 
kttle Fiſh. * And thus 1 * — 1 
farther. And as for Sperits, — 
what of Kin to the reſt! am ares oe tl 


from one Figure to another“ 1 
XXXVII. Come ! Yon bare lived long the Soul 


enough, unleſs you could make more ot: 
Here's nothing but Grumbling, —_ = cone 
piſnneſs, to be met with: W. — 
you Diſturbed 2 What can y¹ de f fr- by con 
prizdat2W hat has happen d to you worſe d N. 
than you had reaſon to expettꝰ Does Form co corrupti- 
or Matter, Body or Spirit, make: you na- ble. 
afie ? Look into them, and q may p- 
bably be releived. Now fh iu 
Theſe Two are Natures, All, and there's 
no Third thing to Moleft yon. IT high 
time therefore to Interpret the Gods right- 
and throw off | aſh 8 
1 

XXXVIII. Three Years tirke to 
Nature, and look over the World, * 1 
good as a Hundred: ES 

XXXIX. If ſuch a Man has 250 amiſs, | Book 6. 
the Miſchief” is to himſelf ; And it mu Seck. 23. 
be if you enquire, he has not neither. 

XL. Either all Things are Ordered by 
an Intelligent Being; who makes the 
World but one Family, (And ir ſo, why 
ſhould a Part, or ſingle Member complain 
of . r which is deſign d for the * 
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af the whole. ) Or elſe we are under the 
Miſrule of Aiomes, and Confuſion. Now 
take the Caſe which way you pleaſe, 
there's either no Reaſon, or no Remedy 
for Complaint: And therefore tis to no 
purpoſe to be uneaſi e.. 
XII. I hope you underſtand your Mind 
better than to Kill and Bury it, and make 
it little enough for the Coarſe Functions, 
and Fate of the Body | 

XIII. Either the Gods have power to 
aſſiſt us, or they have not, If they have 
not, what does praying to them ſigniſie? If 
they have, why don't you rather pray that 
they would Diſcharge your Deſires, than 
Satisfie them; and rather ſet you above 
the Paſſion of Fear, than keep away the 
Thing you are afraid of ? For if the Gods 
can help us, no doubt they can helpusto 
be Wiſer. But it may be you'l ſay, They 
have furniſh'd 'me ſufficiently for theſe 
Matters. Why then don't you make uſe 
of your Talent, and act like a Man of Spi- 
rit, and not run Cringing, and Creeping, 
after that which is out of your reach? 
But then who told you that the God's 
don't aſſiſt us in Things which we might 
em —— by our ſelves? Let me 
preſcribe the Matter of your Devotions. 
For Inſtance : This Man prays that he may 


Gain ſuch a Woman, it may be to De- 
| bauch 
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bauch Her, but do you rather pray that 
jou may have no ſuch Inclination. Ano- 
ther invokes the Gods to ſet him Free from 
troubleſome) Superiour ; but let it be your 
petition, that your Mind may never put 
you upon ſuch a Wiſh. A Third is migh+ 
ty devout to prevent the loſs of his Son? 
But I would haveyou pray rather againſt. 
the Fear of Lofing him. Let this be 'the 
Rule for your Devotions, and ſee if the 
Event does not Anſwer. / 1 
XLIIF. When I was Sick ſays Epicurus-, 
did not Diſcourſe the Company about 
my Diſeaſes, or the Torment L was troub- 
kd with. No, my Syſtem: of Natural 
Philoſophy was part of my Subject. And 
ny main Concern was, that my Mind 
night not give way to my Body, nor 
groy uneaſie under Pain. I made no 
great buſineſs of a Recovery, nor gave a- 
1 Handle to the Doctor to brag of their 
Profeſſion, but held on with Fortitude, 
and Indifferency. Thus he. And when 
jou are Sick, or under any other Diſad- 
rantage, can't you behave your ſelf in 
this manner? 'Tis practicable to all Per- 
ſwaſions in Philoſophy, to ſtand their 
Ground againſt all Accidents, and not to 
allinto the Weakneſſes, and Folly of the 
Ignorant: We muſt always be prepared 
tor the preſent, Mind the Thing before 
| Us ; 
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us; and tho Tools too with which vom 
to Work (n e . 
Man's Impudence, put this Queſtion ty 
your ſelf : Is it poſſible for ſuch - Impy. 
dent People fiot to be in the World ꝰ N 
Ist iadeecl. Why then do von wiſh/ for 
ed Vice an I bility ? For- this Lewd, IIl- be. 
2 havd Fellow, is one of thoſe neceſſary 
ing of Raſcals that the World cant diſpence with, 
* This Reflection will furniſn you with Pa. 
01d An tience for a Knave, or any other ill Body, 
For when you conſider that there's no liy. 
ing without this ſort of Cattel, you! 
treat them with more Temper upon occa- 
ſion. And to fortifie you ' farther , you! 
find that Nature has arm'd you at all 
Points, ſent an Antidote againſt every 
Diſeaſe, and provided you ſome Virtue 
or other againſt all ſort of Vice, and Im- 
morality. For the purpoſe, if you have 
todo with a troubleſome Blockhead, you 
have Meekneſs, and Temper for your 
Guard, and fo of the reſt... Tis. likewiſe 
in your power, to inform the Man' bet- 
ter, and ſet him right: For every one 
that does an ill Action, is really out of 
his way, and miffes his Mark, tho” he 
may not know it. Befides, what harm 
have you receiv'd ? If you examine the 
Caſe, you'l find none of theſe * — 
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yortals have done your Mind any Da- 
mages : Now that is the only place in 
which you ate capable of being hurt. 
Pray where's the Wonder if an Ignorant 
fellow has done like himſelf? If you ex- 
xeited other things from him, you ate 
much to blame. His want of Sehes ; of 
principles, might make you conclude up- 
on his Misbelraviourz and yet, when that 
which was moſt likely has lizppen'd; you 
fem ſurpri#d at lt. Further when yo 
omplain of a Notorions Knabe, you are 
ſill more to blame. For tho' his He. 
teſty might have been a Difappointmem 
Falhood ought to be tone And whit 
ould make you believe he would baut 
his Cultom, and Fancy for your ſake? 
Togo on: You have done a kindneſs to 
luch a Perſon, and becauſe he makes no 
Return you grow Peeviſly, and Satirical up- 
on him: In earneſt, This is a ſign that 
you had # mercenary View, and that you 
wete but a Huckſter in the Mask of 4 
friend ; For otherwiſe you would have 
been ſatisfied wirh a gen Action, and 
made Vitae her own Reward. To argue 
the Point a litils: Tau have obliged a 
Min, kis very Welt !! What - work yon 
late more?” Js n the Conſtiotfneſs of 
dung agvod Offde, a ſuficient Conlide- 
Rin? You hive bhomout'® your own 
N Nature, 


— — 


178 'M axcus AnToxinus's 


Nature, and acted upon yout Conſtitution, 


| and muſt you till have ſomething oy Gs 
| and above? This is juſt as if an; Eye, 0 0 
| a Foot ſhould deniand-a Sallery for- thei : 
| Service, and not ſee a Pin, or move z A 
0 Step, without ſomething for their Pains ba 
| For as theſe Organs are contriy'd for par wi 
} ticular Fun&ions , which'when they per 7 
q form, they purſue their Nature, and at = 
tain their perfection; So Man is made to _. 
be Kind, and Oblige , and his Facultial . 
are ordered accordingly. And therefor: of 
| when he does a good Office, and proveght,,. 
ſerviceable to the World, he follows th 4 

Bent, and anſwers the End of his Being; if 

and when he does-ſo, he moves ſmooth _ 

ly, and is always in the beſt Condition. WW... 

— . | fun 

BOQK X. * 

My soul are you ever to be right! 5 

\_J Good, Uncompounded, and Unifomſ . 

Unmask d, and made more Viſible to you. 

ſelf than the Body that hangs about you ! 

Are you ever likely to-Reliſh Good N,; 

ture, and Genetal Kindneſs, as you ought 500 

Will you eyer be fully ſatisfied, get abo 

Want, and Wiſhing, and never deſire ,, 

fetch your pleaſure out of any Thing f 

reign, either Living, or Inanimate? Nog... 


deſiring 


| 

| 

| | 

| 

| 
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deſiring I ſay, either Time for longer En- 
joyment, nor Place for Elbow-room, nor 
(limate for good Air, nor the Muſick of 
good Company? Can you abſtract your 
{lf thus from the World, and take your 
leave of all Mortals , and be contented 
with your preſent Condition, let it be 
what it will > And be perſuaded that you 
ve fully furniſh'd, that all things will do 
wel with you; for the Gods are at the 
Head of the Adminiſtration z; And they 
will approve of nothing but what is for 
the beſt, and tends to the Security and 
Advantage of that Good, Righteous,Beau- _ 
tiful, and Perfect Animal, which Ge- 8 
neates, and ſupports all Things, and gy. Ss 
keeps thoſe Things which Decay from Book 4. 
— Wining out of Compaſs , that other re- — 

ſembling Beirigs may be made out of them? $:8. 8. 
Ia word, Are you ever likely to be fo 
lappily qualified, as to Converſe witly 
the Gods, and Men in ſuch a manner, as 
either to complain of them, nor be con- 
demn'd by. them?: of 

II. Examine what your Nature requires 
* if you had no other Law to Govern 
ou. And when you have loo d into her in- 
nations never baulk them, unleſs your 
inmal Nature, or the Intereſt of your Body 
re likely to be worſe for't. Then you are to 
MnMne what your Azimal Nature or the 
N : Intereſt 
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God. 


you pleaſe, provided your Rational Natur 
does not ſuffer by the Liberty. Now you 


Interreſt of your Senſes demands; And here 
you may indulge yqur Appetite as far a 


Rational Nature admits of nathing but 
what is ſerviceable to the reſt of Mankind ; 
Keep totheſe Rules and yon] have no nein 
of Rambling for farther Inſtruction. th 
III. Whatever Ferne vou have non 
reaſon to take it ill; For either yau have cf 
ſtrength to bear it or you have not: If you * 
have, exert your Nature, and nere mu- d 
mur at the matter. But if the weight i 


to heavy for you, twill cruſh your Sences dh. 


and then you wont feel it. And here you c 


are to remember that to think a Thing to 
lerable, is the way to make it ſo: No hu 
to think it neceſſary, is the way to think lr 
it tolerable. Preſs it but ſtrongly from or 
the Topicks of Intereſt, or Duty, and you tor 
will go Thorough. F Fin 

IV. Is any one Miſtaken ? Undeceiwq ni 
him Civily, and ſhow him his OyerlightM Un 
But if you cafh't convinee him, blame! / 
your own Management, tho its poſſibſq i Far 
you may not always deltrre it. in 

v. Whatever happens to you, was pre 
ordained your Lot, and that Chain of Cauſe t 
ſes which Conſtitutes Fate, tyed your Per tan 
ſon, and the Event together, from allEternity big 

VI. Either Atoms and Chance, or V or 

ture 
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tre * are Uppermoſt : Now I am for the 
latter part of the Disjunction; and lay it 
e down for 1 firſt place, that 
lam part of that Whole which is all un- 
vat MY der Natures Government. Secondly , I 
d; in ſonie meaſure Related to thoſe Be- 
ed WM ings which are of my own Order and Spe- 

or. Thele Points being agreed, I ſhall 
nol zpply them: Inſomuch then as Lam apart 
wel of the Univerſe, Iſhall never be diſpleas d 
ou vith the General Appointment : For that 
m- an never be prejudicial to the parte, 
t ich is ſer able to the whole. Nei- 
ces, ther is the Deere clog d with any In- 
ou cumbrance. For the Nature of no Being. 
zm Enemy to it ſelf. But the World * Cod 
has this Advantage above other particu- 

ir Beings, that there is nothing to Limit, 

of Over-rule it: No Foreign power to 
force it upon Unfriendly Productions. 
Since therefore I am a Member of ſo Mag- 


eva "ilicent a Body, and belong to ſuch an 
ght Uncontrolable Soveraignty, I ſhall free- 
lame Acquieſs in what ever happens to me. 
bla Farther, in as much as I have a particu- 


ar Relation to my on Species, I will ne- 


pre vr do any thing againſt Common Right, 
Caußz or the Intereſt of Society. On the other 
per land, I ſhall make it my Buſineſs to O- 
iti bige Mankind, lay out my whole Life 


for the advantage of the Public, and for- 
N 3 bear 
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bear all fort of Liberty which has a Ten- 
dency to the contrary. . And by holding 
to this Conduct, I ſhall be Happy of Courſe, 
As that Burgher muſt needs be who is al. 
ways plodding for the Benefit of his Cyr. 
poration, and perfectly ſatisfied with that 
Intereſt and Station the Government ſhall 
aſſign him. 3 
VII. Whatever lies within the Com- 
paſs of the Univerſe, muſt of neceſſity Cor- 
rupt and Decay ; By Corruption I mean 
only Alteration. Now if this be an Evil, 
tis a neceſſary one by conſequence the 
WVhole of Nature muſt be in a bad Condi- 
tion, by having the parts ſo ſlenderly put 
together, and ſo very much diſpos'd to 
Moulder , and drop in peices. And if 
the Caſe ſtands thus, Nature muſt either 
deſign unkindneſs to her ſelf, by making 
the Parts of her own Body ſubject to an 
unavoidable Misfortune, or elſe ſhe hud- 
led up Things in the Dark, without fore- 
ſeeing what would become of them. But 
both theſe ſuppoſitions are highly impro- 
bable.Now if any Man has a mind to leave 
Nature, or theFirſtCauſe,out of theScheme, 
and affirm thatThings follow theMake,and 
Tendency of their Conſtitution z He that 
affirms this, does but expoſe himſelf , by 
granting in the firſt place, that the Parts 
of the Univerſe are made for _ 
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nd then falls a Wondring, and Growl- 
ing at Decay, and Revolution; as if 


uch Accidents were Unnatural, and Ex- 


taordinary : Eſpecially ſince Things do 


but return whence they came, and fall 
hack no farther then their firſt Principles. 
For upon the Diſſolution of particular Bo- 


dies, either the Elements are ſcatter'd at 
arge, or elſe they march ſtraight to their 
Head Quarters; And that which is ſolid 
rns to Earth, and the particles of Air 
pyn'their own Element; And thus they 
xe receiv'd into the main Body of the 


Univerſe ; The Univerſe I ſay, which will 


ather be deſtroy'd by Fire, after a cer- 
uin Period ; Or elſe be renew'd by per- 
petual Viciſſitudes. To return: I would 
not have you think that thoſe particles of 
tarth, or Air, which you have now in 
jour Conſtitution, are the ſame with thoſe 
jou brought into the World with you. 


Don't miſtake : Your Body has been made 


rer and over ſince that time. The Matter 
wich now belongs to you is as it were but 
otyeſterday's growth; tho' you have lived 
o long in the World, your Carcaſe is but 
young one; For you have taken it all 
n at your Mouth but ſomewhat lately : 


and therefore when you perceive it wear 


of you need not be ſo mueh troubled at 
tie Loſs : For the Alterations in your Bo- 


— — — 
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D Acer, and be ſwept to their reſpective Elements. 


Id ovu- X or Reſign d, fignifies a Chearful com. 


dy, don't rob you of the Fleſh and Blood 
you had from your Mother; but only of 
ſomefreſher Recruits of no long ſtanding 
But ſuppoſe you had ſtill the ſame Bot 
you, was Born with; what would. yay do 
with it without, the. benefit, of Change? 
l new are of Matter which 
muſt alter the Caſe, Nouriſhment, and 
Growth, are perfectly impracticable: Be. 
ſicles, Death can't be far off, and then both 


o 


New Matter and Old, muſt take their leave, 


VIII. When you have given your (elf 
the Titles of a Man of Modeſty, and Good 
Nature, of Truth, and Prudence, of Re- 
ſignation, and Magnanimity, take cate 
that your Practiſe ' anſwers up to your 
Character; And if your Diſtinctions and 
your Life Do not agree, if any of theſe 
glorious Names are loſt in your Miſma- 
nagement, recover them as ſoon as you 
can. Remembring withal, that Prudence 
implies Conſideration, Care and Compre- 
henſive Enquiry : that to be Unanimous 


re with the Allotments of Providence, 
'hat Magnanimity imports an Elevation 
of Soul, a Noble contempt. of Pleaſure 
and Pain; of Glory and Death; and all 
thoſe things which People are either fond 


or afraid of, Now it you can earn the 
: Honour 
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Honour of this Stile and neither fly out 
of the compels of the Character, nor yet 
delire it from other Folks, you't be quite 
another Man, and ſteer 2 quite different 
Courſe from hat you do at᷑ preſent. And 
indeed tis high time: t hegin: For to de- 
fre to go on at this rate; to be polluted: 
with Appetite, aud Harraſſed with: Paſſi- 
on any longer, is a ſenceleſs anda ſcanda- 
lous; wiſh, It reſembles the meaneſs of 
thoſe poor Wretches in the Amphitheater, 
who when they are half devoured, and By Lions 
have nothing but-Wouns left them, beg Bess or 
notwithſtanding - to be reſpited till the of Prey. 
Morrow ʒ tho they know themſelves only 
reſerved for the ſame Teeth that tore them 

before. Act up then to: theſe few Names 

of Credit, and work them into the Soul 

of you. And if you ſind your Virtue big 
enough for the Practice, ſtand your G | 

and think youn ſelf Tranſported to the 
Hrtunate Iſlands. *- But if you are over- „ Hef 
match'd, and begin to give way, and per- the Hea- 
ceive your. Station an Impediment, e en <>. 
knock off, and retire where you may ma- 

nage better. And if this won't do, you 

may give Life the ſlip ; but then let 

there be nothing of Paſſion, or Hurry in 

the Manner: Walk gra vely and handſom- 

ly into the other, World 3 And thus the 

laſt Action of your Life will be:the only 


One 
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one worth the owning. And to remem. 
ber thoſe good Qualities above mention d 
the more effectually, you ſhould conſider 
that Imitation is the moſt acceptable part 


of Worſhip, and that the Gods had much 


rather Mankind ſhould Reſemble, than 
Flatter them : That Operation is the right 
Proof of Nature; That Trees are diſtin- 
guiſhed by their Fruit, Dogs by the Qua- 
Iities proper to their Kind; And thus it 
holds with Men too, who ought to quit 
that Name,unleſs they can anſwer thelde, 
and make out their Claim by their Actions. 

IX. Unleſs you are very careful, this 
Campaining, Tempeſtuous Life you are 
engaged in, the Liberties of your Court, 
your own Lazyneſs, and the Flattery of 
your Subjects, will conſtantly be doing 
you Differvice, wear out the noble Im- 
preſſions of Philoſophy, and make your 
Study of Nature Inſignificant. How then 
are you to manage upon all Occaſions ? 
In ſuch a manner, as to omit neither Buſi- 
neſs nor Thinking: To be modeſt in the 


_ Conſciouſneſs of your Improvement, but 


not ſo far as to undervalue your Know- 
ledge, and keep it out of Sight. When 
you are thus well-skilPd both in Theory, 
and Practice, then your Virtues will Re- 
gale you, and you'l reliſh the Advantage 


of Philoſophy. Then you! be able to un. 


derſtand 


/ 
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derſtand the Bottom of every Thing; To 
pronounce upon its Nature, the Ingredi- 
ents, twas mg es the Weight 1t has 
in the World; To calculate its'Continu- 
ance, who are likely to be affected with 
it, and what Powers they are which can 
both give, and. take it away. 8 

X. A Spider when ſhe has catched a 
fly thinks ſhe has done ſome great Mat- 
ter, and ſo does a Sports-man when he 
has run down a' Hare, and a Fiſherman 
too, when he has overeach'd a Sprat, or 
2 Gudgeon : ſome others; muſt kill'a 
Boar, or a Bear, before they can grow 
cnceited s And a fourth ſort value them-- 
ſelves extremely upon their Hunting the 
Samatian Moſs Troopers: Tho it may be 
in this laſt Caſe, if you go to the Defini- 
tion of Robbing, the one, are as much 
Theives as the other, 

XI. Sit cloſely to the Study of Phyſecks, 
that you may obſerve the ſteps, and learn 
the Hiſtory of Nature, and trace the Pro- 
greſs of Bodies from one Form and Spe- 
des to another: Contemplate often upon 
this Subject, for there's nothing contri- 
butes ſo much to Greatneſs of Mind, as a 
thorough Inſight into theſe Matters, * He by nn 
that's rightly affected with this Speculati- 
on, has in a manner laid his Body aſide 
ad all that belongs to it. He * 
that 


_ 
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to 
dence. 


+ From 
Fate. 


p 
L cad and' always ſtick to the point of 


that this World will quickly be over with 
him; that he maſt take his leave of Maj. 
kind, andi remove imo an other Condit. 
on. In:Cenſequence of theſe Thouplits 


— *Thit be js all Juſtice and Reſignation, * Any 


as: for what think, oftalk of hin, 
or practiſe againſt him; he never minds it. 
He has but two Points to ſecure, that is 
to be Honeſt in what he does; and con- 
tented with hat he Receives. Þ As for 
other Projects and Fancies, He has doe 
with them. His Bufineſs is only to live 
Reaſon; andto follow that Path which 
has chalk d out for him, for in ſo 


doing he has the Deity for his Guide, 


XII. What need you be Anxious about 
the Event, wlien you may examine the 
erptize, and debate the Reaſonable- 
neſs of it ꝰ If you find it practicable and 
proper, go on, and let nothing divert 
you, \ But if you can't ſee through it, 
make a' halt, and take the beſt Advice 
upon the Caſe, And if your Meaſures 
happepto: be broken by ſome new Emer- 
y, make the moſt of what is in your 


Honeſty : For after all, that is the belt 
Stake in the Hedge: For, tho' the grand 
Defign may not ſucceed, yet when tis 
fairly undertaken, and well managed, it 


makes one eaſy under the Miſcarriage : 


Reaſon 


mn... 


| 
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Reaſon and Juſtice are pldaſant Cœmpa- 
nonz ; and thafe that keep to mem, ant 
ways ſatisfied, and in good Humour. 
VI. When you are firſt amake you 
my put this Que ſtian ; whether another 
Man's Virtue will ſignify any thing tothe 
doing your Butneſs ? No, unleſs yon heip 
— ſelf, anther Man's Mind: th no 
1 ye you, than another Maw 
ourh wil your: This in 
may do you Service in a Morning, 
to make the Day 
is wow I think on t, 0 lod fur 
fort of Men thoſe ate which value them - 
ves ſo much upon the Gobd or Ill Cha- 
after, they give their — — 
would imagine = their braggi « Bone 
wuld - govern the Word WI 
Tongues, and talk lk le into —— 
Aion they had a mind to. But then 
theſe mighty Men of Satyr. and Panegy- 
tick, how ſcandalouſly'do they live? How 
are they overgrown, with ry and 
lewdneſs? How fooliſh are their Farietes, 
nd how unreaſonable their Fears > How 
much Truth do they murther with their 
prating; and how do they ſteal from 
n hoſſeſt Man, to make à Knave look the 
better? But after all, they have the worſt 
ont, by abuſing that Reaſon which wine 
hare ſerv d bm to ſo many Excellen 
Purpoſes. XIV. He 


more Kenkgennt 
what 


ee een n  "—__ — 
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5 XIV. He that conſiders that Nature + 


has the Diſpoſal of all Things, will ad. 
dreſs her in this Language of Reſped. 
Give me what you pleaſe, and take what yu 
pleaſe away. Tim contented, This is the 


ſttain of a Man bred to Sobriety, and 


Good Principles. And tho' the Expreſſi 
on may be extraordinary, there's not the 
leaſt tincture of Vanity in it, but it pro- 
cee ds wholly from Obedience, and Satiſ: 

r : 
XV. Your time is almoſt over, there. 
fore live as if you were retired in the 
Country. Place ſignifies nothing; Virtue 
and Philoſophy, will thrive every where, 
provided yon mind your Buſineſs. Ne- 
ver run into a Hole, and ſhun Company: 
No. Let the World have the Benefit of 
a Good Example, and look upon an ho- 
neſt Man; and if they don't like him; let 
them knock him on the Head ; for tis 
much better he were ſerv'd ſo, then to 

live at their rate of Diſorder. 
XVI. Notion without Practice is Imper- 
tinence; ſpend no more time then in ſta- 
ting the Qualifications of a Matt of Virtue, 
but endeavour to get them. 3 5 
XVII. Take the whole Bulk of Matter, 
and all the Extent of Time frequently into 
your Thoughts: And then conſider that 
all particular Bodies are but a Grain . 
k the 


—_— 


— — 
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the Proportion of Subſtance, and but the 
turning of a Wimble in reſpect of Time. 

XVIII. Don't ſuffer the Appearances of 
Things to dazle your Sight, and deceive 
you : Examine them cloſely, and you! 
ind them ready to decay, and tumble. 
And that all Things are made as it were 
to be unmade again. 

XIX. Conſider what an humble Figure 
the biggeſt People make when they are 
eating, ſleeping, and doing the other 
warſe Work of Nature, to which they 
are all condemn'd ! But then, when they 
are in their Altitudes, in their Pomp, or 
in their Paſſion; ſtrutting, or maulin 
their Inferiours; you would take them 
for an other ſort of Creatures, and that 
they fancy themſelves more than Mortal 
Men! And. yet how many little Maſters 
(id they lately cringe to, how mean was 
their Service and their Salary ; and what 
a forry Condition will they come to in a 
wrt time)?) 


* Either 


XX. That's beſt for every Man which! N. 


Cod ſends him; and the time of his ſend- 
ng too, is always a Circumitance of Ad- 
De... 12 IF 
XXI. The Earth, as the Poet has it, 
* loves the Refreſhment of a Shower, and the 
Claude, when: they are loaden, love to ſend 
. And the World loves to execute = 
| 9 


ton of 


Death. 


Eurip. 
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* or pro- the World, * your Inclinations 
vidence. Thall always be the ame. 


* Plato 


Theater, 


*TheLaw 


of Nature 


Decrees of Fate I and therefore ſay I to 
| ming 


XXII. Either you will take the Bene. 
fit of Cuſtom, and keep to your old Courſe 
of Life, or you ſtep farther into the 
World, as your Fancy ſhall lead you, of 
elſe Death will give you your Quietse |, 
one of theſe Caſes muſt happen, therefore 
be not diſcouraget. 

XXIII. Take it for a Rule, that Philo- 
ſophy is every where PraCticable ; And 
that there's no ſuch great Matter in Re. 
tirement. A Man may be Wiſe and se. 
date in a crowd, as well as in a Defart, 
and keep the Noiſe of the World from 
getting within him: In this Caſe as Pl 


to obſerves, * the Walls of a Town, and tht do 
Incloſure of a Sheep-fold, may be made the Wl be 
fame thing. | ext 
XXIV. How does my Mind ſtand affet- Wir 
ed? What Condition is my Underſtand- f 
ing in, and to what Uſes do I put itꝰ 
Does not Thotght and Reaſon run lone 
with me? Am I not grown ſelfiſh, and N . 
broken looſe from the General Intereſt? 
Is not my Soul as it were melted into my io 
Senfes, and perfectly govern'd by them be 
XXV. He that runs away from bis Ma- e. 
ſter is a Fugitive 3 now the Lam * 1 lioy 
every Man's Maſter, and therefore he th 


or God. 


Tranl- 


— — 


— Wl Tranſgrefſes it is a Deſertor. And un- 
meer this Character we may range all thoſe 
| that are diſlatisfied with the Adminiſtra- 
ton of the World; Angry at what is paſt, 
rend Uneaſy about the Future: For theſe 
the WY Pcople were it in their Power would ſet 
ide that Juſtice which gives every one 
of, WW 1 Due, and break through the. Orders 
dre of Providence. | YT te. 
XXVI. The Formation of the Fætus, is 
lo-. 2 great Subject for Contemplation : The 
\nd WY firſt Principles of Life are extremely ſlen- 
a +. (der, and Myſterious ; And yet Nature 
de: orks them up into a — increaſe of 
an, Bulk, Diverſity, and Proportion. And 
om iter the Birth is over, the Infant is ſup- 
„. ported by throwing a little Nouriſhment 
„down the Throat on't. And here the 
th: Force and Conduct of the Operation is 
extraordinary, For what can be more 
lurprizing than to ſee ſuch wonderful Ef- 
kits from ſo Unpromiſing a Cauſe? To 
ſee Growth and Motion, and Strength 
ind Beauty; all the Functions and Force, 
ind Ornament of the Creature, ſprout out 
ofa little Pap, or Gruel ? Theſe things 
to they are wrought in the Dark, and 
we can t trace them with our Senſes, no 
nore than we can the Cauſes of Gravita- 
tun; For all this, our Underſtandings 
my reach a great way. ; and diſcover the 
== Miracles 
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the World is juſt as it was formerly, aut 


are Dead and gone. If you either Dj 


Old Plays reviv'd. Take a view of the 


Doom. 


dee Book 
1 2. Seci 5 I 


— 4 — — 
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Miracles of Providence tho not che Man 


ner of their performance. 
XXVII. You'l do well to remember tha 


will go on at the fame rate, when Jo 


into Hiſtory , or recollect your own Me 
mory, you'l perceive the Scenes of Lif 
ſtrangly Uniform , and nothing but the 


Courts of Adrian, Antoninus Pins, of Ph 
- of Macedon or Cræſus; And you'l fin 
the Grimace, and Entertainment the ſame 
only the AZFors are different. 

XXVIII. He that ſtruggles with his Fo 
tune, and makes an Affliction on't, is mud 
like a Hog that Kicks, and Cries out whe: 
his Throat is cutting: And he that Mourr 
privately over himſelf when he is Sick, 1 
not much better. We ſhould conſider tha 
we are tyed'to the Chains of Fate, tha 
all Accidents are inevitable , that non 
but Rational Creatures have the privileg 
of Moving Freely , and making Neceſſ 
ty a Choice: All other Things are fore 
onward, and Drag'd along to the 


XXIX. Conſider the ſatisfactions 0 
Life ſingly, and examine them as the 
come up; And then ask your elf, ! 
Death is ſuch aterrible Bugbear in takin 
them from you ? * XXX. Whel 


Meopfrarloxs, Or. 195 


XXX. When any Bodies Misbe haviour 
diturbs you, diſmiſs the Image of the In- 
wry, and bethink your {elf whether you 
ave not been gullty of the ſame Fault: For 

lnſtance, whether you have not ver · valu- 

ed Money, or Pleaſure, or Fame, or the 

like, Such Reflexions will quickly make 

you cool, and come to Temper; eſpeci- 

ly if you conſider the Offender was not 
altogether his own Man, but under the 

force of Come untoward Paſſion or other: 

Tou would do well therefore, if you can, 

to ſtep in to the Reſcue, and free him from 

the Cauſe of his Diſorder. | 

XXXI When you conſider Satyrion the 

veratiſt, think upon Extyches, or Hymen 

And when you remember Euphrates , The firſt 
think upon Eutychion, or Syluanus; And Nabe 
when Alciphron comes into your Head  through- 
any your Thoughts to Tropeophorus ; and out this E- 
vhen you are muſing upon Xenophore , or on, de. 
(rite, let Severus come into the Contem- notes a 
nation; And when you make your ſelf — 


the dubject of your Meditations , bring lived be- 


; E 
to your Company; And thus ſet the — 


Dead and the Living of the ſame Cha- ch. me 
ater, and Profeſſion, always one againſt we b 
[Wther, then ask the Queſtion z where C 
thoſe Men that made ſuch a Figure for? 
merly? The Anſwer will be, they are no 


0 2 where 


ome of the Emperours your Predeceſſors ue be 
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where, or at leaſt no where that I knoy 
of. Thus you'l be ſtrongly convinc'd that 
Men are but Smoak, and Bubbles; They 
Vaniſh as they Riſe, and break ſoon afte 
the Swelling : And this Impreſſion wil 
go the deeper, if you conſider that what 
once periſh'd and Sunk, will never come 

Vid. an- up again exactly. As for your ſhare of 
rot. DA” Time : tis but a Moment in Compariſon 
Why then can't you manage that |itt| 
Handſomly, and be ſatisfied > What a Ne 

ble opportunity of Improvement do yc 

run away from ? For what are all theRe 
volutions of Nature, and the Acciden 

of Life, but Tryals of Skill, and Exerc 

ſes of Reaſon? A wiſe Man that has look! 
through the Cauſes of Things, makes bu 

| a Diverfion of them. Go on then, wit 
the Theory and Practice of Philoſophy 
| till you have digeſted the Subject , an 
conquered the Difficulty ; For I woul 
have you be like a ſtrong Stomach , thay |, 
maſters all ſort- of Diet, and makes No 
riſhment of it; Or if you pleaſe , like 
Fire well kindled, which catches upo 
every thing you throw in, and turns it ini chi. 
Flame and Brightneſs. 
XXXII. Put it out of the Power c 2 
Truth to give you an ill Character; A de. 
if any Body reports you not to be an He wy; 
neſt, or a Good Man, let your Practi 


; 
815 


A 
* 
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ive him the Lye : This is all very feaſi- 
de: For pray who can hinder you from 
being Juſt, Sincere, and Good Natur'd 
ifyou have a mind to it? To make all 
ure, you ſhould reſolve to live no longer 
then you can live Honeſtly ; For, in ear- 
iſt, you had much better be Nothing , 
thana Knave. | | 

XXXIII. What is it which is moſt pro- 
per to be ſaid, or done, upon the pre- 
ſent Occaſion ? That Queſtion I confeſs 
s pertinent, but let it be what it will, 'm 
ſure tis in your power to come up tot; 
d therefore never pretend it impractica- 


ble, You'lnever leave Grumbling, and 


Crowling till you have brought your 
fancy to your Philoſophy , till you can 
practiſe Virtue with a Guſt, and make 
your Duty your Pleafure : And why you 
ſhould not do this I can't imagine; For 
the Practiſe of Virtue is nothing but Hu- 
mane Powers naturally ſet on work; Tis 
only putting the Wheels in the; Motion 
they-were contriv'd for, and going juſt as 
jou were Made. Now Nature's poſtures 
we always caſte, and which is more, no- 
thing but your own Will, can put you 


out of them. The Motion of a Cylinder 


my be ſtopt, Fire and Water may be 


check d in their Tendency, and ſo may a- 
ly part of the lementary, Vegeta live. and 
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Animal Merid; In this Cafe a great many 


Obſtructions may interpoſe. But theres 
nothing can block up a Soul, ſtbp the 
Courſe of Reaſon, or hinder a Though 
from running in the right Channel. Hs 
that confiders the irreſiſtible Liberty. of 
the Mind, that ſho moves as eaſily as Fire 
does upwards, as a Stone downwards, as 
a Cylinder on a ſmooth Deſcent; will 
trouble his head about nothing farther, 
Forall other Impediments proceed either 
fromthe Body, which he looks upon 1 
ther as a Carkaſs, than a Companion, or 


elſe they are formded in Opinion, and un- 


lefs we betray our ſelves, and deſert our 
Reaſon, ean do usno manner of Miſchief: 
Otherwiſe, Hl Fortune, as tis commonly 
calf d, would make a Body an ill Man: 
For all other Productions of Nature, or 
Art, when any harm happens to them 
they are certainly the worſe fort: But 
here a Man is the better for what he ſuffers, 
He improves his Value, and raifes his 
Character, by making a right ufe of 2 
Rugged Accident. In ſhort I would have 
you remember, that n6 Burgher can re- 
ceive any Damage by that which doesnot 


Affect his Corporation; Neither can the 


Community fuffer, unlefs the Laws, by 
which tis Govern'd, are broken, and 


ſafer too: But theſe Misfortunes as they 
| are 
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ve call d, don't violate the Conſtitution; © 
nor break in upon the Lam, therefore they 

don't Damage the Corporation; nor by 
conſequence any Member in it.. 

XXXIV. He that's well Tinctur d with f abe 
Philoſophy needs but à ſhort Receipt : A = An 
common Cordial will keep up ſuch a Man's Bon, the 
Fririts, and expel the Cold from his Heart. ,cÞ.c 
A Verſe or two oujt of Homer will ſerve for World, & 
Hint, and doe his buſineſs. Let the Po- 1 
t ſpeak. | | Orderand 

Men are like Leaves inVerdure and Decay, —·˖ôC:, 

As Spring ſupplyes what Autumn bl omi away, $00k 5. 

S Mortals fade , and flouriſh in their a, . 

—_ ͤ E. 


You ſee how ſlenderly Humane Felici- 
y is put together, your Children are but 
loves upon the Matter, a little blaſt may 
ale them from you. The freſheſt Law- 
ks wither. apace , and the Ecchoes of 
Fame are ſoon filenced ; And which has 
ome Comfort, ſo is Cenſure and Reproach 
too, All theſe Matters like Leaves 
wve their Spring for Growing, then a 
pt of Wind ſends them packing, and 
quckly after the Wood is new furniſh d a- 
Rin. Things are ſtrangly ſhort-liv'd; 
and yet your Appetites, and Fears Graſp, 
ad Scamper at that rate, as if all was E- 

| O 4 Ver- 
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verlaſting. But for all your haſt, your 
Head will be laid in a ſhort time, and 
then he that is your chief Mourner, will 
quickly want another for himſelf. 
XXXV. An Eye that's ſtrong andright- 
ly diſpos'd, is indifferent to all Colours, 
therefore if it calls for Greent, tis a ſign 
tis weak and out of order: Thus when 
the Hearing and Smelling are in a good 
condition, they don't pick and chuſethei 
Objects, but take in all manner of Scent 
and Sounds, thus a Strong Stomach dif 
patches all that comes into it, like 
Mill that Grinds all fort of Grain. And 
thus a Mind that's Sound, and Health 
is prepared to Digeſt all ſorts of Acci 
dents; And therefore when tis clame 
rous in ſuch wiſhes as theſe, O that 
Children may Live and Flouriſh, that Ima 
be every Bodies Favourite, and be commend 
ed for every thing I doe: When the Mind 
I fay is thus ſickly and untoward, tis ju 
like an Eye that's all for Green Colours 
and like a ſet of Teeth that would toucł 
nothing by their Good will, but Flum 
mery, and Pudding. GP 
XXXVI. There's no Body fo Happy 
his Family and Friends, but that ſome 0 
them when they ſee him going, will wil 
for a good Riddance, and almoſt keep 


Holy Day for his Death: Let him be: 
Perſot 
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Perſon of never ſo much Probity and Pru- 
dence, do you think ſome Body or other 
won't drop ſome of theſe Sentences over 
his Grave. Nell Our Mar of Order and 
Gravity is gone, we ſhall now be no more trou- 
led with his Diſcipline | I can't ſay he was 
Lnatur d 20 ** ws: But all that, 
I'm ſenſeble he diſliked our Management in 
bie Heart. This is the beſt Treatment a 
Good Man muſt expect. But alaſs I as for 
our Conduct, how many Reaſons will 
People muſter up to be rid of us? If you 
conſider this when you are dying, you'l 
quit with the leſs Reluctance. Say then 
to your ſelf, © I am leaving an odd ſort 
* of World, where the ſharers in my For- 
*tune, and the Objects of my Care and 
* Kindneſs, thoſe People for whom I have 
* drudg'd, and contriv'd, and wiſh'd ſo 
* heartily, count my Life no better than 
* 2 Grievance, and would fain be ſhut of 
* me; Now who would be fond of ſtay- 
ing in ſuch Company any longer? How- 
erer, this Thought muſt not go ſo deep 
4s to ſour your Humour. You muſt keep 
your Temper, and part friendly with e- 
very Body; but then your Good Nature 
muſt not make you hang back : For as 
when a Man has an eaſy Death, the Soul / 
lides gently out of the Body, and takes 
der leave without Tugging ; ſo you m 
wa 


— 
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walk off handſomely, and bid the World 
adieu without Regret. Tis true, Nature 
has twiſted your Intereſts, and tied you to- 
gether, bet now ſhe looſens the Knot, and 
makes the ſign to Diſingage. Tl: part 
then with the World as with my Friends 
and Relations, but for all ay Kindneſs 
I won't be wy, d from them: No, Pro- 
vidence would have me move freely, and 
therefore Fll do it. % r OP, 
XXXVII. Let it be your eonſtant Me- 
thod to look into the Deſign of Peoples 
Actions, and ſee what they would be at, 
as often as tis Practicable; And to make 
this Cuſtom the more ſignificant, practiſe 
it firſt upon your ſelf. a 
XXXVIII. Remember that which pulls 
 andhales you from one Paſſion to another, 
is no External Force, but your Fancy with- 
in you, There lies the Rhetorick that 
perſwades you; That's the live Thing, 
and to ſpeak plainly, that's the Man, after 
all. But when you talk of a Man, I would 
not have you tack Fleſh and Blood to the 
Notion $ nor thoſe Limbs neither which 
are made out on't : Theſe are but Tools 
for the Soul to work with, and no more 
a part of a Man, than an Ax or a Plain; 
is a piece of a Carpenter: 'Tis true, Na- 
ture has glewed them together, and they 


grow as it were to the Soul, n 
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depends fotely upon 
Yall that either checks, or fets them a 
ing. They have. but the Force of In- 


the Mind: Tis the 
my 

- ments, and fignify no more without 
ds 

ſs 

0 

ad 


ſreign Direction, than a Shuttle, a Pen, 


xe Write, nor Laſh the Horfes, without 
ine Body to manage them. 
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BOGE ITI. 
i 8 Properties of a Rational Soul are 
theſe. She has the Privilege, to 
bok into her own Nature, to cut out het 
tulities,and Form her: (elf to what Tem- 
x ſhe pleaſes: She enjoys her Product, 
(whereas Trees and Cattle, bring Plenty 
br other Folks. ) Whether! Life proves 
bng or ſhort, ſhe-gains the Ends of Living. 
ler Bofineſs is never maim'd by Interrup- 
wn, as it happens ina Dance, or a Play: 
ho, ſhe is never ſarpriz'd, her Perform- 
aces are ſtruck our at a Heat, and always 
wiſhed and entire; So that ſhe may ſay 
th Modeſty enough; I heve ſuſtain'd n 
dirages, but carry off all that belongs to 
u. Farther; She ranges through the whole 
World, views its Figure; looks into the 


ACHUIM 


l the Difference. But the uſe of them 


v Whip, Which will neither Weave, - 
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The Sto- Tacuum on the out- ſide ont, * and ſtretches 

— on to an: unmeaſurable length of Time: 

onthe out · She contemplates the Grand Revolution: 

60e of Nature, and how the Univerſe will be 

there was deſtroy d, h. and renew d at certain Peri 

2 -vid or ods: She conſiders that there will be ne 

cher i Ex- thing wew- for Poſterity to gaze at; And 

tention, that our Anceſtors ſtood upon the ſame 

aeg Level for Obſervation: That all Ages are 

with Sub- Uniform, and of a Colour, in ſo much 

Bonet or that in forty Years time, a tolerable Ge 
y. . . 

+ By Con- nius for Senſe and Enquiry, may acquaint 

fagrations himſelf with all that's paſts and all that's 

to come. Laſtly, Tis the Property of: 

Kational Soul, to love her Neighbours 

to be remarkable for Truth and Sobriety 

To prefer nothing to her own Dignity and 

Authority, which is likewiſe the Cuſtort 

and Prerogative of a Law; And thus fu 

the Quality and Meaſures of right Reaſon 

and publick Juſtice are the ſame. 

II. The way to deſpiſe: the Pleaſure ol 

a fine Song, a well- performed Dance, o 

the Olympick Exerciſes, is as follows: A 

for the Song, take the Muſick in pieces 

and examine the Notes by themſelves 

and ask as you go along, Is it ibi, or thi 

angle ſound, that has ſubdued me? You 

be aſham'd- to confeſs the Conqueſt, an 

ſo get clear of the Charm; Thus, to leſ 

ſen the Diverſion: of Dancing, conſid: 


ever 
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wery Movement and Geſture, apart. And 
this Method will hold with Reſpect to the 
Olympick Exerciſes. . * In ſhort,” All o- * Boxing, 
ther Entertainments but thoſe of Virtue, Running, 
hate by taking them aſunder, and there- Laing 
fore apply the Expedient toall other parts and Play- 
of your Life. | Y — hs 

III. What a brave Soul is that, that's * 

aways prepar'd to walk out of the Body, 
ind unconcern'd about her being either 
extinguiſh'd, ſcatter d. + or remov'd ? | Into A- 
Prepared I ſay upon Judgment, and not oe. 
out of mere Obſtinacy like the Chriſtians ;, 
[To recommend the Example, this For- jThe tiue 
tude muſt have nothing of Noiſe or Eraveryof 
Oſtentation, but be carried on with a —_— 


vlemn Air of Gravity, and Conſiderati- N 
on. 5 — — 
IV. Have I oblig d any Body, or done — 85 


the World any Service? If ſo, the Action 
has rewarded me; This Anſwer will cn- 
courage Good Nature, therefore let it al- 
ways be at Hand. 

V. What may your Trade or Profeſſi- 
on be? 'Tis to live like a Man of Virtue 
and Probity. And how can this end be 
better oompaſs d, than by the Contempla- 
tion of the Nature of the World, and of 
Mankind in particular; and the Influence 
tie one has upon the Affairs of the o- 


tler. 
VI. As 


3 
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* Eurip. 
Hypſipyl. 
Sec Book 
7. Sect. 35. 
41, 42. 


1 Performance 


gedy appear d firſt. The Deſign of then 
was to ſhow the Misfortunes of Life wire 
Cuſtomary and Common. That thus the 
Fiction might reconcile them to the Rea 
lity ; and that what diverted them upot 
the Stage, might ſurprize them the leſ 
when they met with it in the Meld 
Thus People ſee there's no living without 
Accidents ; Mortifications, and ſevere ones 
too, will happen; Kings and Princes cant 
ſtand clear of them. to give the 
Stage-Poets their due, they have ſome 
ſententious and ſerviceable Paſſages; 2 
for Inſtance, c 


4 I, and mine, are ly the Gods negleibed 
here's reaſon for their Rigour. 


Again, | 10 
Nee quarrel, Accidents, for ay 10 
4 

And don't regard your Anger; 4 
Once more z . 50 
Fate Mowes down Life like Corn, thingy, 
Mortal fall. he 

And to ther flands a while. | w 


Theſe Inſtances may ſuffice, otherwiſe i. 
might go on with them: Next to Tregedy 


Old Comedy took a turn upon the Stage: by 


and 


And here Pride and Ambition was! 


—— 
— 


— 
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and pointed at, with great Freedom and 

Authority, and not 'without ſome Succeſs, 

And for this Reaſon, Diogenes ſometimes 

mde uſe of the Poet's Diſcipline. You 

re now to obſerve that Middle Co 

ſucceeded tothe Old, and the New to the 

Middle 3 This laſt kind — by de- 

rees to the Buffoonry of the Mimi. Tis 

me, there are ſome uſeful Expreſſions to 

bemet with even here: But then you are + 7; 

to confider the Tendency of the whole Ni 

hem, and what theſe Dramatick Diver- ng. 

ions drive at in General. the Em 

VII. Nothing is clearer to me than that Pero 

the Principles you go upon Þ are as good ull ſorts of 

foundation for Philoſophy, and Im- Fs; 

movement, as are to be met with in any the Can. 

1 jy ny , 1 — 
III. u being ö — 

tom another, muſt of Ne be lop 'd — 

tom the whole Tree: Thus a Man that fc 

reaks with another looſes the Benefit of made in- 

liz whole Community. Tis true a Bough ſhudion, 

$lopp'd off by a Foreign Hand; But this GF 

Moral Amputation is all Voluntary; Tis Fcincipal 

he Man that pulls himſelf aſunder by his he Em. 

toward Averſion to his Neighbour : He perour's 

litle thinks by this unhappy Diviſion, 9aFrin- 

by he Difincorporates himſelf from the dhe Love 

dy of Mankind! And here the Good- 2£God 

tl of God who founded this Society is Nasr 

| X- bour. 


* — 
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extraordinary. He has put it in our Pow 
er to grow to the Limb we left, and come 
again into the Advantage of the nnir 
Body, But if this Misfortune is often re 
peated, 'twill be a hard: Matter to reſtore 
the Part, and cloſe the Divifion. For x 
Gardiners obſerve, a Bough cut off anc 
Graffed in again, is not in the ſame good 
Condition, with another which alway 


Kt 


Flouriſh'd upon the Trunk; For, tho th 

firſt does not grow out of its Kind, 2 

it ſuffers ſomewhat in its Figure and Beau 

Fee Book , _ i Wo 
5.8. Bok IX. Never grow ſour upon Peoples Ma 0 
Ot lice, or Impertinence : Can they bee youll” | 
off your Reaſon, or ſtop your Progreſs inn" 

Virtue z Not at all. Be not then DiſcongWJ": 

Fe 


certed, nor check your Good-nature tc 
' wards them. If you meet with Oppoſiti 
on and IIl- will, you muſt neither be Di 
= verted, nor Diſturb'd, but keep your Poin 
| and your Temper too. For as tis a WeakWſ*c 
neſs to looſe your Spirits, and be throw! 
off your Conduct, ſo tis kkewilſe to b 
angry with Impertinent People : Upo 
the whole; They are both a ſort of D 
ſerters from Providence, who are eith 
frighten'd from their Duty, or fall ofen 
with thoſe of their own Nature, a1 


See Book Family. 
2. Sed. 1. * | 


X. Ne 


Mevpitartrons, Or. 8 


* 
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— 


2 


X. Nature falls ſhort of Art in no In- 
unce 3 Art being but an Imitation of Na- 
mez And if ſo, the moſt perfect and 
kt Furniſht, Nature cant be ſuppos d to 
york with leſs Reach than a common Ar- 
ticer. Now in all Arts the Leſs in value 

te contriv'd for the ſake of the Greater ; 
ſhis therefore is the method of General 
Nuvre, or the Firſt Cauſe : And upon 
tis Ground Juſtice is founded, which 
onfiſts in a Regard, and Preference of 
ſhings according to their Dignity#and 
Worth. The other Virtues are likewiſe 
borern'd by this Rule, and are but Acts 
(Juſtice differently applyed. But Juſt: 

e can never be, if we are Eager and 
Inzious about External Advantages, if 

r are apt to be impos d on, and grow 
xedleſs, and inconſtant in our Motion. 

I. Averſions and Deſires are the ge- 

ral occaſions of Diſturbance; Now ſince 

e Objects of theſe Paſſions don't preſs 

hon you, but tis you that make up to 

bem in ſome meaſure, whereas they ſtand 
and keep their Diſtance : * your Me- 

0d is therefore, ta let your Opinion about —— 
em lye (till ; This ſuſpenſion of your Bock p. 5 
ment, will bring you towards an Iu- 

ſerence. And then you'l neither pur- 

nor avoid them amy donger. 


p XII. The 


— —— 
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| XII. The Figure of tha Soul, as We 
maay coll it, ty then wund and Unifeam 
| when ſhe neither Reaches after apy thing 
| Foreign ; nor ſhrinks in, out af Cong 
| dize and Fear: Wben her uperſteies 0 
thus Even, the Light plays better upoc 
her: The profpett af Truth and Natur 
| iv enlarg d ; and ſhe ſoes the World, anc 
| her ſelf to the moſt Advintage. 
| 

| 


XII. Does any one deſpiſe me? What 
that tome 2 I take care not to give hin 
any Reaſon for his Contempt, Does am 
ane hate me? It may be ſo; I ſhan t c 
ceru my ſelf about it. And more thei 
that, another Man's Malice ſhall ne re (po 

| my Temper : Ile continue Kind and goe 
HKumour'd to all the Werld, even to tl 
Injurious Perſon himſelf, I'm always re 
dy to ſhew him his Error, without Ruf 
fling, or making a Merit of my own P: 
tience ; But frankly, and with all t 
Cordial Sincerity imaginable, as Pheci 
ſeem d to behave himfelf towards the 4 
* Phocion thenjans : Indeed your Mind ſhould a 
at his Ex · 12 , 
ecutien Ways be fo difpos'd, as to r- the n: 
charg'dbis roweft Inſpection, that the God's m 
dene examine you with Pleaſure, and percei 
Grudge a- that you are neither Angry, nor Uneal 
ginit the at any Thing. Now if you follow t! 
for putting Current of your Nature, and do a han 


par tome Action, where's the Harm — 
| ; 4 1 0 
Flut. a | 


2 „2 „ — — 
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What are you unwilling to ſubmit to Pro- 
1. To comply with the Intereſt of 
1 1 = Know you were 


* on 

* pe — Deſpiſe, where 
= Th And cringe to thoſe they 
would gladly overtop, ſo that Truth, and 
Ceremony, are two I hiogs. 

XV. How fulſoe, and hollow - : 
lat Man loo = * es, Tan reſolu/d to 
tal clearly wit eark you Friend, 
phat = a this Flouriſh? Let, your 
Actions peak: To go to the right ont, 
jour Face ought to vouch for you , and 
jour Sincerity be Legible upon your Fore- 
brad. I would have Virtue look out of 
the E no leſs apparently than Love 

: 1 would have Honeſty ſo incorpo- 
= with the Conſtitution, ſo mixed up 
zich the Blood and Spirits, that it ſhould 
be diſcoverable by the Sences, and as ea- 
by diſtinguiſh'd as Rankneſs, or a ſtron 
heath; ſo that a Man muſt be force 
find it out whether he would or no. 
lu onthe other (ide, an Affectation of 
being Real, is an antoward pretence: Na- 
thing is moreſcandalous than falſe Friend- 
lip, and therefore of all things evoid it. 
nſhort 5 A Man of Integrity and Good- 
Nature can never be conceal'd, for his 
character r into his Countcnance. 
P 2 XVI. To 
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XVI. To beſtow no more upon Object 
than they deſerve, and where Things are 
Indifferent to let our Thoughts be ſo too, 
is a noble Expedient for Happineſs; The 
way to come up to this Indifferency, is 
to look Through Matters, and take the 
quite aſunder: Remembring always 
that Things can't Charge into the Soul 
nor force us upon any Opinions: about 
them : They ſtand Aloof, and are quiet; 
'Tis our Fancy that makes them, Operate 
and Gall us; Tis we that Rate them anc 
give them their Bulk, and Value; Ane 
yet tis in our Power to let it alone; Ant 
if any falſe Colours are laid on by fur 
prize, we may rub themout if We pleaſe 
We are likewiſe to conſider that this Trou 
| ble won't laſt, that Death will Relieve u 
| quickly; where then is the difficulty o 
i ſtanding upon pur Guard a little while 
| If therefore your Circumſtances put yo ni 
| ina way of Improvement, and there's an 
thing to be madę out of them, bid then 
heartily welcome, and then your Incl 
nation will make you eaſie: But if the The 
prove unmanageably croſs, (which by toy 
the way is a wrong Suppoſition, _) Loo bert 
out for ſomething that's more ſerviceab| 
to the Dignity of your Nature; And ne 
ver let Infamy, or being Unpopular, dad 


ter you from the Purſuit. For certain 
won oo ths: . ever 


Set. Soft. 
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05 cvcry Man may take leave to make him- 
are elf Happy if he can. 

XVII. Conſider the Original of all 
Things, the Matter they are made of; 
the Alterations they muſt run through , 
ind the Qualities conſequent upon't; And 
that all this Inſtability of Nature has no 
nanner of harm int. | 


% 
»# 


ou XVIII. Concerning thoſe that offend ; 
iet; und diſoblige you, conſider in the Firſt 
rat place, the Relation you ſtand in towards 
an them, and that you are all made for each 


other. And as for your own part you 
ne particlarly ſet at the Head of the 
World; And like a Ram in a Flock, de- 
len'd for Defence and Protection. You" 


ron may go higher in your Reaſoning. if you- 
e u pleaſe, and conſider that either Chance, or 


Prvidence Governs the Univerſe ; if the 
utter, then the Coarſer parts of the Cre- 


youll :tion were made for the Service of their 
ani 3:tters ; And theſe laſt for the Intereſt and 
her vpport of each other. 


Secondly 3 conſider how wretchedly 
They. miſmanage their own Buſineſs, and 


bibo far they are gone in Luxury, and Li- 
col irtiniſm, eſpecially you ſhould remem- 
abi ber what ſtrong Prejudices they lye under, 
| nel tow confident they are in their Miſtakes, 


. vas what ſatisfaction they play the 
He | | 
| P 3 Thirdly ; 


| 
| 
| 
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matter to becertain whether you have re- 


= 


Thirdly; Confider that if thoſe that 
diſoblige you, are in the Right, you have 
no reaſon to be Angry; But if they are in 
the wrong, tis beeaufe they know ng 
better. They are under the Neceſſiey of 
their own Ignorance. For as all Error 
is involuntary ; fo no body would feſſen 
themſelve ſo much as to miſs either Ho- 
neſty, or Good Manners, if they were 
rightly aware on't. And thus we ſeePey- 
ple won't endure the Charge of Avarlee, 
Ingratitude, of Knavery , without being 
ſtung at the Imputation. — 

Fourthly; Don't forget you are lik 
the reſt of the World, and Favlty your 
ſelf in a great many Inſtances; That tho 
you may forbear rurming Riot in ſor 
Caſes, tis not for wart of an Inclination: 
And that nothing but Cowardize, Vanity, 
of ſome ſueh ſcandalous Principle, hinders 
you from breakingout, 

Fifthly , That tis ſometimes a hard 


— 
> an 


>—=I 
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ceived ill uſage or not: For Men's Aﬀions 
oftentimes look worſe than they are: And 
one muſt be throughly inform'd of a great 
many things before he can yrs, qua- 
lifyed to give Judgment in the Caſe. 
Sixthly, When yon are moſt Angry and 
Gall'd, remember that Humane Life laſts 


but a Moment, and that we ſhall all ofus 
| vety 


rer | 


— „ — * 
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ry quickly, be ſald ih Sur Graves, 
ently, "Confidte ddr ee not 6ther 
peoples Adiehs, (tor they aft 154g'd at 
Home, And ate heither God, Hor Bad to 
6 any bit tH6ſÞ tüct 40 thn," J w Rel! 
diſturd us, but only ot d, A- 
out the. Bo but chen ui theſe 
Notions, and dont faney the Thing a 
Grievatice, and yu Paſſion wih ekaſe 
mmedisteiy. But how ean this Fancy be 
Diſcharg d By eSnfidering that bare ſof- 
trig, Bas notfling f Ihfahty er Scagda! 
nt. Now unleſs ti feftraid desNothth 
HED to What is Sf 411d Diſhs- 
elt, your deen: erte Will Eraw' prxctt- 

das, aid you? Beider NEH / bf de. 
wh t * c rankable Things. * 


n Eighthly, Cofifider that ger Anger and „ | 
y, wertete ofen pro Yhiehnibfe" Miſ- 
et chicvous , than the? Fenton Guld 


pollibly have done. Sivrezil num 
Nirthly, That Gentlebefl ind Oo 
Humour Are invinchdle, provided they are 
of the'f? dec ede thing of 
Ws Erlty, Ur Oihhadd. M1934 
U aim he Rada: hd 88- 
ae Avon HAHN Ih Obige RUN v 
on} make Me xt Guse ens, Fel- 
on aſham'd of his Malice: The w6tIFB6- 
(Io itdble catpf fad fri lle kurt te do 
jou ay: Milchief, 17. yo! continde KU 

f | p 4 and 
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| not her 3 In earneſt if you go on, my de- 


| 
| 


muſt likewiſe ſtand clear of Vanity in you 


ay uptheſe Nine Heads in your Memo 
xy with as much Care as if they were 


and unmov'd under ill Uſage, if you ſtrit, 
in with the right opportunity for Advice 
If when he is going to do you an ill Tum 
you endeavour to recover his Underſtand 
ing, and retrieve his Temper in fuel 
gentle Language as this. Prethee Child} 
quiet, Men were never made to worry one « 


— jou have the worſt 7 As form 
art, I'm gainſt every { hing, but u 
— Fath, Em ea to 1 
the Point and let your Arguments be Ge 
neral and Inoffenfive ; Shew him tha 
Brutes are upon better Terms than thi 
comes to; That tis not the cuſtom o 
Bees to ſpend their Stings upon their ow: 
kind, nor of one Heard of Cattle to dran 
up againſt another. And let all this b. 
done out of ſtark Love and Kindneſs, with 
out any thing of Bantering or Biting : Yo 


addreſꝭ z Don't ſeem to flouriſh upon the 
Subject, as if yoy were declaiming in tit 
Scboole, and Courting the Audience fot 
Commendation: If there is any Company 
ne're ſet your ſelf off to them: But Dil 
courſe him with as little Straining and Af 
ſectation, as if there was no body but 
himſelf. . 


Preſent 


— 
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tit Preſent from the Nine Myſes : for now 
ic tis high time to begin to be a Man for 
un jour Life time. And here you muſt take 
nd care to Guard againſt Flattery, as well as 
uch Anger ; For theſe are both unſerviceable 
2% Qualities, and doa great deal of Miſchief 
e n the World. And for a farther preſerva- 
le tive againſt the latter, remember that 
u frowardneſs and Rage are Marks of an 
MI Unmanly Diſpoſition. Mildneſs and Tem- 
tat per are not only more Humane, but more 
Ce Maſculine too: One thus Aﬀected appears 
hae much more brave, and Firm, and better 
thi fortified , than he that's Fuming, and out 
n oF of ſorts. For impaſſibility is an argu- 
wal nent of Greatneſs ; And he that has the 
au leaſt Feeling in theſe - Caſes, has always 
be the moſt ſtrength : On the other hand, 
ith 5 Crief is a ſign of Weakneſs, ſo is An- 
You ger too; A Man is .wounded in both 
n - Paſtions, and the ſmart is too big for 
the tim. | 
than As you have received theſe Nine Pre- 
fool pts from the Muſes, take this Tenth if 
i jou pleaſe , from their Preſident and In- 
Dig kructor Apollo: That to wiſh all People 
Ar hay not do ill Things is to wiſh an im- 
bull poſibility, and no better then a peice of 
Diſtraction. But then to give them leave 
nol to plague other Folks, and deſire to be 
ce a iiviledged your ſelf, is a Fooliſh and a 
(ent Haughty expeRation. XIX. There 
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* D'acier 
ſuppoſes 
the Empe- 
rour 
means 
Suſpici- 
ouſneſs, 
ill Lan- 
guage,Ly- 
- and in- 
rempe- 
rance. 
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of them: And whatever you are conſt 


upon that as the Fourth. 


ſerve the Intereſt of the World. And tho 


g NIN. There are fonr ill Qualities 9e 
muſt be particularly careful to avoid, 
and pull them up as al as we find thei 
grow in our Heads: and undertake they 
as they riſe in this faſhion; This fant 
Clay) is Groundleſs ahd Unnectfſary 
This ron 85 . Akes Syrletj 7 
Correſpondeiice i icable: T 
ther is but a SI © yi — 
you cant fay it from your heart, Nos 
this is a ve had Charadtet There's $ Thre 


ous degrades the Diviner part of you 
makes your Mind Truckle t6 your Body 
and your Reaſon to your Pleaſures, loo] 


XX. Thoſe Particles of Fits 20 M 
which are lodg d in your Body, notwitkb 
ſtanding their endenty to Mount, fub 
mit to the Laws of the Univerſe , "ſtick 
doſe to your Conſtitation , and keep th 
reſt of the Elements Company. Again 
the Earthly, and Watry Part in you, tho 
they naturally preſs downwards, ate rail 
ed above their Level, and ſtand pois'd i 
a. Foreign Region: Thus the Henn 


they ſeem to ſtand bent and uneaſie, the) 
keep their Poſt, till the Signal is given to 
march off, and ſeparate. © And' 1s it not 


then aſcangalous buſineſs that e 
” ul 


* a 
— 
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hold be tlie only 5 Deſuwtonand ow Mas 
jnous about ber ein? Ffpeels hen 
er Orders agree With het Conftitittion;, 

6d nothing that's unnaghraf Is end ? 
und yet ſhe womt bear "tHe Condit? of 
„ own Fataltics ," but Fs | 
(ounter to Humanity. For when 125 
tins Knave, or Liberttne, nen he 


0 fry to Fears and Fits ot 8 
en as it were rm away font hi 
beſert his own Nature: And Karrer 


then his Mind complains of tris Fortmne, 
e quits the Statfort in which” Pronittence 
ks placed Him. For Acqtileſeence, and 
ty ate no leſs lis Duty,” and his Ta- 


un: For theſe Virtues up to the 
mon Intereſt, and ate rat er of 
t Antiquity, and Vale, that Fair] 
If if fell. | 
the XXI. He that Goes nor always drive at 
ain e fame End, will never be Unifornr, 
Md of a peice in his Conduct. Bur this 
int is too ſhort, unſeſs you defcribe the 
tality of this Deſign, and what it is 
ut weought principally to Aim at. Now 
people don't agree in the Preferences of 
vice, and the Notion of Ad vantage, un- 
Gin what relates to the Common (od, fo 
Ven ought to propoſe the Benefit of 80. 
(ty and the getetal Intereſt of the World. 


* 
N : * 
Fe — 
” 1 


kt too, than Honeſty beteten Matt anck 


| ee 
fundarion 
of Juſtice. 
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as his main buſineſs. For he that Leve 
at this Mark, will keep an even Hand, an 
be always conſiſtent with himſelf. 
XXII. Remember the Story of thi 
Country and City Mouſe, and how pit 
fully the former was frightned and fr 
This kine Pig, * |! + 
If _ Rp XIII. Socrates us d to ſay, the Commor 
gend to Objects of Terror, were nothing but Bug 
ſhew the bears, fit only to ſcare Crows, and Chil 


danger of 
Curioſity, dren. | 


and Ap XXIV. The Lacedemonians at thei 
petite. Puhlick Shews, ſeated Strangers under a C 
nopy in the Shade, but made their owt 
People Shift, and take their Convenienci 
Twas às they found it. 
— XXV. Socrates being invited to Perdie 
the Lace. £41'S Court, * made this Excuſe, I dat 
eemnian; not come fays he for fear of being put un 
—_—_ der an incapacity of returning an Obliga 
ple hardi. tion; which Ir take to be the worſt wa 
Jy. of deſtroyinga Man imaginable. 
reports XXVI. Tis a Precept of the Epicure 
"1s invi- Philoſophers, that we ſhould look backte 
made by the Virtue of former Ages; And alway 
1 furniſhour Memory with ſome Eminen 
Meds, nl... 
XXVII. The Pythagoreans would hav! 
us look up into the Sky every Morning 
To put us in mind of the Order, and Con 
fancy of the Heavenly Bodies, of the k 
| 8 * - quaiity 


Marcus ANnToninus's 


ht 


a. 


—TMebrrarions, Or. 221 


ality and Per etuity of their Motion, of 
ke Fineneſs and Purity of their Matter, and 
o frankly they lye open to Obſervation; 
for a Star never wears a Mach, nor puts 
ny Cloaths on. 

XVIII. Remember bow unconeern'd- 
y Socrates wore a Sheep-skin z when Tan- 
je * had got his Coat on, and run Li. 
at with it. And how handſomly he 
laugh'd off the Matter to his Friends, 
co were ſtrangely out of Countenance by 
ring him in ſuch a Diſguiſe!” 0 => 
XXIX. People don't pretend to teach 
chers to Write, and Read, till they have 
een taught themſelves: This Rule holds 
ſronger in the Niceties, and Importance 
Life; in which no Man is fit to Govern, 


ll he has firſt Learn'd to Obey. A Tra 
XXX. Be Dumb, Sf aves ban t the Pri- — — 
nledge of ſpeaking. * PhiladeLs- 
XXI. 1 [miled within my ſelf. mw — 
XAXXII. They! treat thei Parents with ogyn. 
kebelions, Language. * Heſiod. 


XXII. He is a Mad-man that expects O — 
figs on the Trees in Winter; And he Theſe 
$little better that calls for his Children — 
gain, when they are Dead and Buried. feem tobe 


avi XXXIV. EpiFetus would have a Man — 


ng rden be is Kiſſing, and Careſſing his perout as 


on ctbid, ſay to himſelf at the ſame time : ; Hina for 
r e Prog ing r 


Je © Gate. 


1 


* 
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and theCourle of Nature, ar | 
things to think on, otherwiſe it woud h 
8 bauſiels 0 en down a Het ha 
\ XXXV. Grapes ars feſt ſower , | * 
. ripe, — Raiſins, theſe are all no mo . 
1 than bare Alterations ; nat intu Nothing 
1 but into ſumething which does not appeal 
= and come upat 0 


XXXVI. As Epiffetus pbſerves „ Ni 
body can rob anather of his Will, nor t 
conſaquenee make ſeizure of his Virtue. 

XXXVII. The fame Philoſ * 12 
Taught us the Art of — 
ent and preventing ourRepfon from 1 
impos d on; That we ſhonid — 
with a reſerve for Dif: intment; 


our Inclinations ſhould e Generon an 
Benevolent, and proportion d to the Me 
rit and Dignity of — rugs that we ul 


* The f Keep our Deſires from cing Headſtron 
icks reck- and Unruly 1 in all Caſes ; A Never ha 
onal an Averſion for any Thing which tis o 
People Of our power to hinder. 
that did XXXVIII. Therefore 2s Epiftetns o 
| _ ſerves, the conteſt is no Trifle, but whe 


to the 
Precepts ther we are to live m Our Wits, or out © 


of Vietue, them. & 


1 ED XXXIX. I 
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$2 Rying of Sporates t _ 
ane * hat would 
jou he at 2: Would you have the Saul 
aba Men, or of 2 Beaſt in you? Of a 
Man without all doubt: Of what bert 

«gf Men, of thoſe that uſe their Reaſon, 

t thoſe that abuſe it > f the Firſt, N 
may be ſure. Why then continues the 
philoſophet, den t you lagkout for this 
-Priviledge2- Reequle we have it already 
hat makes you then Dilagroe, nn 
"nl aer eh aber? e 


— 
„ 


BQOK XII. 


A thoſe  Fhings you Drudge, and 
Range ſo much Ground for, you 
ay have at-your Eaſe, unleſs you are 
faid of making yourſelf tooHappy.Yaur 
kthod to do your buſinels , is not to 
ocern your ſelf about the time Paſs, for 
lat is ngyer-tq be recover d; To reſt the 
Were with Protudence 3 And only ſtick 
the Preſent, and Improve that to all 
be Noble purpoſes of Piety and Juſtice. 
lhe Pious part will be diſeharg d by being 
Atented with your Fate And why 
ould you not, ſince Nature made you for 
ach other? * And as to the Obligations 2 * 
H Juſtice, vou! acquit your ſelf here, _—_ 
provided 
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neat deal of Trouble would be fav'd: 
for he that can overlook his Limbs , and 
mke his Carkaſs fit looſe about him, will 
urdly diſturb himſelf about the Houſe 
e dwells in; about his Equipage or Re- 
wtation 3 or any part of the Furniture, 
nd Magnificence of a Figure. . 
III. You conſiſt of three Parts, your 


hut the latter is properly your Perſon, 
Therefore if you abſtract from the No- 
ton of your ſelf that is of your, Mind, 
phate ver other People either ſay,” or do, 
t whatever you may have ſaid or done 

your ſelf formerly, together with all that 

which diſturbs you under the conſiderati- 

nofits coming to paſs hereafter ; If you 

row the neceſſary Motions of your Car- 

as out of the Definition, and thoſe of 

be Vortex that whirls about you; And 

this means preſerve your Rational Fa- 

alties in an Independent ſtate of Inno- 

ace, free from Force and Infection; 

folding cloſe,and ſteady tothe Virtues of 

tice z Truth, and Acquieſcence ; If I 

2M, you keep your Mind ſeparate, and ' 
s bitinguiſh'd, from the Objects, of Ap- 

no eite, and the Appendages of Time, 

IIe. both Pajt and Future, and make your ſelf 

„ e Empedocles's' World, 

eat - Round 


body, your Breath, and your Mind: »5,, Bock 
The two firſt are yours to take care of, 2. Sec. 2. 
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Round as a Ball, aud ' Spinning on y 

* Turning Made. Fc} : ks 12 (1 Pp! ; ing 2 
Reaſon. - And concern your ſelf. to? live ng F 
longer than your Life time, that is thi; 

See Book preſent Moment 3 * If vou do all this, yo; 
may Move on tilt Death ftops you, witli; 
| Credit and Satisfaction. 110 he 
IV. I have often wonder'd how it come 

to paſs, that every Body ſhould love them ut 

ſelves beſt, and yet value their NeighlW i; 

bours Opinion about themſelves , mor ; 

than their own. Therefore if any God an 

or Eminent Inftruor in Philoſophy ei 

ſhould ſtand at a Man's Elbow, and Ord ii 

him to turn his infide outwards, and pu No 

hſh every Thought and Fancy, as faſt M6 

as they came into his Head, he'd think WM no 

a hard Chapter, and not ſubmit ſo mu wy 

as to a Days Diſcipline. Thus we ſtu vic 

more in awe of Fame, than Conſcienc the 

and regard other Peoples Judgments abo ic: 

our own |! e Unr 

V. How comes it about that fince ti v 

God's have contriv'd all things ſo wei t 

and ſo much to the benefit of Mankind fer 

they ſhould overlook this particular: AM the 

ſuffer Men of great Virtue and Merit, wil ts j 

by their Piety and Devotion were 25 Wl bd 

were the Domeſticks of the Powers aus 

bove; and kept always a Correſpondeng v. 

with Heaven, that they ſhould ſuffer 4 ' bor 


_— 
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jen, I ay, to 0 be finally extiriguith'd by 
Death, and not give them: their Being 
gin Now if the Cafe flellands thus, youma 
de aſſur d had it been proper, the c 
yould have ordered it otherwiſ: For 
ud it been Reaſonable, it would have 
een poſſible : Nature * world certainly * God: 
hve bronght it forth, if it had been ſu- 
able to her Perfections. Therefore: from 
tz not being Matter of Fact, if indeed it 
z not, you may undoubtedly conclude, it 
gut not to be ſo: For dont yon per. 
eive that in Reaſoning this point, vou 
ipute the Adminiſtration of Providente: | 
Now if the Juſtice and Goodnels: of the 
Gods were not extraordinary, this Liberty 
mould not be allow'd ; Neither would 
you preſume ſo far if you thought other- 
mſec. But if they Have theſe Perfections, 
they'l never n their Affairs, nor 
gemiſh their World with any thing thats 
Unreaſonable, or Unjuſt. 

VI. Accuſtom your ſelf to Malter things 
the greateſt difficulty, and which you 
tem to deſpair of; For if you obſerve, 
e Left-hand, tho for want of Practice, 
tis inſignificant to other Buſmefs} yet it 
1014s the Bridle better than the Rigby S- 
s cauſe it has been uſed to it. gon lr 
en vil. Conſider: What Death. will ar 
{ud of ſou, both as to Body, and Minde Re- 
Q 2 | collect 
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collect the ſhortneſs of Life, the Unmea- - 

ſurable extent of Time both aft and Fy- 

ture; and how ſlenderly all things are put 
together. 5 

III. Let it be your Method to contem- 

plate Spirits, apart from their Bodies, for 

theſe are no better then the Shell they are 

ſhut up in: Mind the Aim, and the End 

of Peoples Actions: Examine the valu 

of Fame, the Force of Pain, the Aſcen- 

81e Bock Gant of Pleaſure, * and ſee what Deat 

7.33. Bock amounts to: Conſider upon what ac 

55 26. count a Man grows troubleſome to him 

'See Book (Elf, that no Body can be hinder d by A 

9. 26. nother: And that Opinion is the Mai 

_ which does good or harm in the 

orld. | 


IX. We muſt manage the Precepts of 
Philoſophy like thoſe that Wraſtle, and 

Box in the Circus, and not like a Gladiator 

For your Fencer if he drops his Sword 

is Hewn down immediately ; But the othe 

that makes Weapons of his Limbs, has 

them always about him, and has nothing 

to do but to keep his Hands and Feet 
ſtirring. | 33 

EX. Be not ſatisfied with a ſuperficia 
View, but penetrate the Nature and Qua 
*SeeBook lity of Things ; And to this purpoſe yo 
2.Set.12- muſt divide them into Matter and Form, * 
Fook3.2g and enquire into.the End they _ _ 
| 1 | | 
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XI. What a mighty privilege is a Man 
horn to, ſince tis in his power not to do 
y thing but what God — 4 

roves, and to be fatisfied with all the 
Diſtributions of Providence. 

XII. When things follow from the 
Courſe, and Conſtitution of Nature, we 
ought not to murmur at it : Not againſt 
the Gods, for they have neither III-will 
nor Impotence, and by conſequence can 
do nothing Amiſs; nor yet againſt Men, 
for their Misbehaviour is all involuntary, 
_—— we muſt complain of no Bo- 7224.67 
5. 3 
XIII. How unacquainted is that Man 4 
with the World, and how ridiculous does 
he appear, that makes a wonder of any 
nd bling he meets with here? 

XIV. Either the Order of Things are 
abt by irrevocable Fate, or Providence may 
be work'd into Compaſſion, or elſe the 
nM Vorld Flotes at Random without any 
teerage. Now if Nature lies under an 
immovable Neceſlity , to what purpoſe 


ould you ſtruggle againſt it? If the fa- 
aal "our of Providence is to be gain'd, qualifie 
our ſelf for the Divine Aſſiſtance: But 
70 if Chance, and Confuſion carry it, and no 


body ſits at the Helm; be you contented 

zad nd Ride out the Storm patiently, for 

haf eu have a Governour within you,“ tho. „, 
2 3 the Reto 


2 — 
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the World has none: And if the Waves 
run too high, let them roll off your Car- 
kaſs, and your Fortune, but there's no 
Neceſſity your Mind ſhould be driven with 
them. 5 2 
XV. A Lamp unleſs you put it out, 
holds it Light, and ſhines without inter- 
ruption : And can you find in your heart 
to ſee your Honeſty {ink in the Socket, 
to out-laſt your Sobriety , and let your 
Virtue be extinguiſh'd before you? 

XVI. When you fancy any one has 
Tranſgreſs d, ſay this to your ſelf. How 
do I know tis a Fault? And granting it 
is, it may be his Conſcience has corrected 
him, And if fo, he has given himſelf a 
ſowr Box on the Ear : Beſides, you areto 


remember, that to wiſh an ill Man ſhould 


not do Amiſs, is juſt as wiſe as it would 
be to deſire an unripe Fig ſhould not tat 
of the Tree; that Children ſhould not 
ſquaul in the Cradle, nor Horſes Neigh, 
nor a great many other Things Act ac- 
cording to the neceſſity of their Conditt- 
on. Pray, how would you have a Man 
of ſuch an unfortunate Diſpoſition behave 
himſelf ? If you believe the Caſe may be 
remedied, and are ſuch a Doctor at bis 
Diſeaſe, do ſo much as cure him. ; 

XVII. If tis not Decent never do it, 
if tis not true, never ſpeak it; let this al. 


ways be your Rule. XVII Look Þ 
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XVIII. Look always nicely into what- 


ever makes an — upon your Mind; 
Diſtinguiſh it into Matter and Form, find 
out the purpoſe and deſign for which it 
vas contriv'd, and the period of Time 
too, beyond which 'tis unlikely to con- 
que. 

XIX. Conſider, for 'tis high time, that 
ſou have ſomething more Divine in you 
than the Mechaniſm of Paſſion, than the 
Wires and Tackling of a Poppet. What 
then is my Soul made of ? Is it Fear, or 
ealouſie? or Luſt 2 Or any thing of this 
Coarſe Nature ? Certainly no. 

XX. Take Care never to do any thing 
vithout Thought, and Deſign, nor for 
any other End neither but what may be 


rviceable to the Intereſt of Socitey. * hat is 
XXI. Conſider that in a little time you'l of Man- 


kind in 
general. 


neither have Place, nor Being, that your 
Contemporaries will have the ſame Fate, 
and the preſent Scene of Nature be ſhut 
up: For all things change of Courſe, and 
Wither, and drop in pieces, that new 
ones may be made out of them. 
XXII. Thoughts are in a great Mea- 
ure Maſters of Things, and which is more, 
tis in your own Power to think as you 
pleaſe : Therefore don't ſuffer Opinion, to 
cheat you any longer. Diſingage from 
tie Tyranny of Fancy; and then as if 
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you doubled ſome dangerous Cape, you 
have nothing but a ſteady Courſe, a ſmoot 
Sea, and a Land-lock d Bay to receiy{ 


you. ; thu 

XXIII. Every Operation that ceaſes ii ye 

due time, ſuffers nothing by breaking off Wl tio 

Neither does the Agent receive any haru yit 

upon this Score. Thus Life, which is novo 

thing but a Series, and Continuation, of for 

Action, comes to no Damages, by having 

a ſeaſonable Period put to it: Neither 

does he that lays this Motion aſleep, ſu us 

ſtain any Loſs, provided tis done at bu 

proper Juncture. Now Nature aflignstha tha 

Term, and ſets out the Bounds of Life Mi: 

ſometimes this Period is fix d by particu ef 

lar Nature, or force of Conſtitution, as ii the 

happens when a Man dies of Old Age JM the 

but let it come late, or early, Common N it! 

god. Zure has certainly a Hand in't. And thu te 

the Parts of Nature changing from ona or 

Form to another; preſerve the World ini 

perpetual Youth, and Vigour. Now that An 

is always as it ſhould be, both as to Time, to 

and Quality, which makes for the Service tio 

ee B-ok of the Univerſe. + From hence it follows Th 

« 5**t-23- that bare Dying can be no real Evil, ſce-Wf jo 
NOR 8. : . 4 

dect, 8. ing there's nothing of Baſeneſs or Moral the 

| Turpitude int: For 'tis both InvoluntaryI wo 

with reſpect to our ſelves, and ſerviceable Hu 


to the general Intereſt, Therefore there it | 
cal 
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an be nothing of Scandal in it. Nay, tis 
ertainly a Good 2 ſince tis ſuita- 
le, and ſeaſonable for the Unzverſe. And 
thus a Man that goes off ſmoothly, is as it 
yere carried out of the World by Inſpira- 
tion : For he that follows the Deity 
W with his Motions, and with his Will 
bo, ſeems actuated by a Divine Impreſ- 
fon, 2 
W XXIV. Let theſe three Hints lie ready 
fr Service. Firſt, As to your own Acti- 
ms, let nothing be done raſhly, nor to no 
Purpoſe, nor indeed in any other manner 
han Juſtice her ſelf would have order'd 
t: And as for Caſualties, and the State 
o your Fortune ; conſider that they are 
the blind Diſtributions of Chance, or elſe 
the Appointment of Providence. Now 
ather to murmur againſt Chance, or Im- 
peach Providence, is extreamly abſurd. Se- 
ondly, conſider what a flight thing Man 
b from his Conception, to his Birth or 
Animation; * And from his firſt Breath -The Sto- 
o his laſt ; in the Parts of his Compoſi- icks be- 
ion, and in the State of his Diſſolution. — 
Thirdly, Conſider, that if you could ſhoot Ferw not 
jour ſelf at Pleaſure into the Sky, and Aid 
thence take a View of Humane Affairs, time of 
on would perceive a ſtrange medley of Birth. Ter 
Humour, and Condition: And diſcover ann. 
t the ſame time, the Air, and Ether too, 

plenti- 
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+ Tas plentifully ſtockd with Inhabitants. + Ang 
7 Tide that if you mounted never ſo often, you q 
Plaraniſi ha ve the old Proſpect; Alaſs ! Things ar, 
and dhe generally of the ſame Complexion, ane 
the Air, Of the ſame ſhort Continuance too, an 
and Sky yet how ſtrangely we are Conceited « 
was inha- them. 5 
bited by | | 
Spirit, XXV. Diſcharge Opinion, and you 
fue. are ſafe; And pray who can hinder yo 
dive Re- from doing it? 
gion: .., XXVI. When you are uncaſyupon any 
om. Account, you ſeem to forget that a 
mon, but Things fall out according to the Gooe 
falle N* Pleaſure of Providence, and that anothe! 
Things, Man's Fault, is no Concern of yours; tha 
what yon reckon Grievances, is nothing 
but the Old Way of the World, and wil 
come over again, when you are dead, anc 
gone, and are nom to be met with in: 
thouſand Places: You have forgotten that 
all Mankind are of Kin; for tho they maj 
be unallied in Fleſh and Blood, their Under 
andings are all oF the ſame Family; Yo 
don't remember that every Man's Sou 
is a Portion of the Deity, and deriv 
from thence ; that we have nothing pro 
perly our own, but that our Children Wt | 
our Bodies, and our Breath, are all bot. 
row'd from Heaven, that Opinion governs 
all, and things are only as you think 
them; and that tis not poſſible jor at 
O17 
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dy to live, or loſe, any more than the 
et Moment. All this you ſeem to 
uve forgotten. 

XVII. Reflect frequently upon thoſe 
tat have formerly been mightily di- 
wrb'd with Accidents of any kind, that 
be carried their Animoſities, and Feuds 
the moſt flaming Exceſs ; that have 
nde the moſt Glorious Figure, or met 
ith the greateſt Misfortune z and then 
g& your (elf, where are they all now? 


15 
a bey are vaniſh'd like a little Smoak; 
o euer ſhrunk within the compaſs of an 
hei, and are nothing but Aſhes, and Ro- 


unce, and it may be have not ſo much See Book 
«the laſt imaginary Advantage neither.“ 8.25. 
lecollect likewiſe, all that Humour, and 

neſs, that ſome People affect, to ap- 

rar as Fabius Catullinus did at his Coun- 

Seat, as Luci Lupus, and Stertinius 

d at Baie, to Act the Fancy of Vertiu 

lf, or the Liberties of Tiberius at Ca- 

ne; thus People dote upon Figure, and 
neularity, tho tis ſometimes in Lewd- 

ls: * But granting tis fomewhat better, * That of 
ve Prize is Inſignificant. and the Play c 
ve worth the Candle: Tis much more 
*92ming a Philoſopher to ſtand clear of 
«tation ; to be Honeſt, and Regular 

mon all occaſions, and to follow chear- 

tr Wherever the Gods lead on: 

495 
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As for Pretence, and Hypocriſy, tis: 
Stuff; For nothing is more Scandalo 
_ a Man that is Proud of his Hum 
ty. 
XXVIII. To thoſe that ask me the re: 
ſon of my being ſo earneſt in Religjor 
Worſhip; did I ever ſee any of the Gods 
Or which way am I convinc'd of the c 
tainty of their Exiſtence? In the firſt plac 
Ko CT, that = Gods are — — 
coun, * But granting they were, the Objectic 
— would Agip nothing ; For J — 
Sears,vere a fight of my own Soul, and yet I ha 
che Opini- 2 great value fort; becauſe tis diſcover: 
on of the ble by its Operations. And thus by m 
Stulle. conſtant Experience of the Power of th 
Gods, I have a Proof of their Being, a 
a reaſon for my Veneration. 
XXIX. The beſt Proviſion for a har 
py Life, is to diſſect every Thing, vie 
it on all Sides, and Divide it int 
Matter and Form. To practiſe Honelt 
in good earneſt,, and ſpeak Truth frot 
the very Soul of you: And when yc 
have done this, live eaſy and chea 
ful; And crowd one Good Action 
cloſe to another, that there may ne 
be the leaſt Empty, or Inſignificant ſpac 

between them. 
XXX. The Light of the Sun is but 0 
and the ſame, tho' tis divided by the! 
terpoſitio 
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poſition of Walls, and Mountaints, and 
bundance of other Opace Bodies. There's 
ut one common Matter for Corporiety, tho 
is parcell d out among Bodies of diffe- 
zat Qualities : There is but one ſemſitive 
l neither, notwithſtanding it has pecu- 
kr Conveyances, runs in innumerable 
(hanels, and ſupplies a vaſt number of 
lnimals diſtin from each other. And "The Ser 
y, the Rational Soul tho it ſeems to — —4 
eſplit into Diſtinction, is but one and the nal Soul a 
ime. * Now excepting this laſt, the Br 
arts of the other Species of Form + and tBy Form, 
luter, tho without Apprehenſion, or in Ratio: 
ny common Affection to tie them to each tures, the 
ther, are yet upheld by an Intelligent Be- Emperour 
w, and by that Faculty which puſkes —— 
tings of the ſame Nature, to the ſame Mind, in 
ace : But Humane Underſtandings have angelt. 
peculiar Diſpoſition toCorreſpondence tive Soul, 
hey ſtick together by Inclination, and cke 
thing can extinguiſh ſuch Sociable jranimare 
Iboughts in them. | Things 

XXXI. What is it you hanker after. Is it os a 
are Exiſtence ? Or Senſation ? Or Motion? Union 
or Strength, that you may loſe it again in pi 
decay? What ? Is it the Privilege of Speech, dom: is. * 
the Power of Thinking in general? ci. DF 
bany of this Furniture big enough for and ack; 
Deſire? If all theſe Things are Trifles up- their Be- 
n the Matter, proceed to ſomething that's , 0. 


worth a. 


_ 


Stock- 


[ 7 
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ut. — 
— — — 


worth your r while and that is to bo r 

vern d by Reaſon and the Deity. At 
yet you cant be ſaid to value theſe } 

—— d Privileges rightly neither, - | 

you are diſturb'd becauſe Death muſt t: 

ee Book them from you. 5 

Ne XXII. What a ſmall part of unn 

SQ, 28. lurable Time, falls to the ſhare of a fing 

| Mortal, and how ſoon is every one ſi; 

low'd up in Eternity? what a handfill « 

the Umverſal Matter goes to the niakin 

2 Humane Body, and what a very littl 

"The Em- of the Univerſal Soul too, * to raiſe 

perour into an Animal? And on what a narrd 

Senfitive Clod with reſpe& to the whole Earth, 

or Vita JOU CraW] upon? Conlider all this, 


— 


calfd it. in Conformity to your own Reaſon, an 
to fe Her as the Almighty ſhall appoi 


you 

XXXIII The great Buſineſs of a Ma 
is to improve his Mind, and govern b 
Manners ; this is minding the main Chanc 
As for all other Projects, and Purſuits 
whether in our Power to compals or no 
they are no better than Trifling, and 

muſement. 

XXXIV. We can't have a more Eve 
and promiſing Notion, to ſet us above tt 
fear of Death; than to conſider that 

Tbe hf has been diſpis'd even * that Sect, wh 


curcant. 
Ma. 


Mair Ar Iloms, off. 9 


ade Pleaſure, and: Pain, the Standard ul 

bod, and Bilk f en or, 

XXXV. Ho that likes no Tims fo well 

that fixt hy Protudenrce, he thats indifi 

tent whether he has room for a long 

rogreſs in Reaſon, and Regularity or 

vt, + or whether he has a few or a great ce Book 
Wuny Years to view the World in; a Per- 1. Sec . 

hn thus qualified will never be afraid of 

Hing. 

XVI. Heark ye Friend; you have 

ken a Burgher of this Great City; *The 

thats matter tho you have lived in't World: 

ut a few Vears; if you have obſerv'd 

he Laws of the Corporation, the length 


thortneG df the Time, i makes: nd diffe- 
ence, Un d „then, if 
that planted you * 


Iidence ere, Or- 
krs your Removal? You can't ſay you 
e ſent off by a Tyrannical, and Un- 
whteous Sentence; No, you quit the 
age as fairly as a Player does that has 
5s Difcharge from the-Afafter- of the 
els But I have only gone through 
bree AFs, and not held ont to the 
nd of the Fifth. You ſay well; but in 
life three AA, make the Play entire. 
e that appoints the Entertainment is 
de beſt Judge of the length on't; and 
8 be order'd the opening of the firſt 
We, ſo now he gives the fign for 

mut 


- 


Ne N 


— „ —_— _vlt tt. 
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mutting up the laſt: You are neithe 
accountable for one or to ther: There 
fore retire in good Humour, for H 
by whom you are diſmiſd means ye 
no harm. 1 


The End of the Twelve Books of tiff | 
Emperour Ax roxixus. 0 


— 
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. bor 2 
Ik Principles of the Stoicks 
with t . e, with th 0, 
cademicks, 7 os 5 175 wit 
Epicurean Sed 25 15 


li emiſe of the 25 Phe ike erf 

ca, Epictetus, 10 parti ny 22 
— erour Marcus AYP 30 1 
briefly eæamined. 


ih S the Opinion of ſeveral Chri ian 
Writers that the Principles of the 
vcks come nearer the Doctrines of the 
bypel, than any other Sec of the Antient 
uloſophers. Toſepbus likewiſe who was 
Phariſce by Perſwaſion, (which St. Paul 
fils the ſtralteſtSeck of che en cen 


mbled that of the Stoicks among the Greeks: s. 


[And to come within the pale, of the 
[La] Church 


n ") affirms that the Se of the Phariſees re- « 4. 5 


21 

Church, St. Hierom is poſitive that the Sto 

icks agree with the Tenents of Chriſtianity j 

in Eſy. woſt Points. And that they, agree wit! 

am cen us in many Things is paſt all Diſpute, a 

ir. Will appear to any Perſon that will be a 

the pains to compare the Moral Precept: 

of the one Perſwaſion with thoſe of the c 

ther. Indeed I think there's. no Diviſiog®# 

of the Pagan Philoſophy which reaches ui 

to the Stoicks. To ſpeak modeſtly, there 

no SeF that I know of, that ſets a greats 

value upon Virtue and Religion, drivel 

the. Notion higher, diſcovers more of 

ood. Earneſt , and Bravery, preſſes t 

Practiſe with more Spirit and Argumeni 

and promotes it with more warmth « 
Inclination. 3 

To make this Truth more Eviden 

4 See y. twill not be improper to compare tl 

thagora;'s Philoſophy of the Stoicks, with the mc 

Lite writ- conſiderable pretenſions of thoſe, of an 

= ther Way; And here I ſhall wave the me 

Lib. 8. and tion of Pythagoras s myſtick, or rather mag 

8 cal Syſtem, + of which there are only to 

inthe Life broken Remains come toour Hands: F 

of fembli- the Golden Verſes which go under Pytha 


byEu- | | 
nap; rars Name, arc of the ſame ſtamp w 


=> — FA; mn ew ww. .__ 


— } — 
* —— 


5 See Dio Phocyl;des's Monitory, both of them Fot ey 
— and Counterfeit. And as for the ſloven ba 
gen: & neſs Smut and lewd Practice of the vie ; 


Laert. ub. ; they don't deſerve the honour of a Co 


— — — — — 


1 


petitlon 3 And here by the . Juvenal 
was much miſtaken in ſaying that the Cy- 
niels differ'd from the Stoicks in nothing 
but in wearing —  Cloaths z, * Whereas 
the Stoicks hated the Cywical Uncleanlineſs 3 
both in Habit and Behaviour, as highly 
Scandalous and Diſhonourable to Humane 
WNature, To return, neither do I think | 54%" 
W the Scepticiſm of the New Academy worth Epiget. 
Ie bringing into the Liſts » For what Pier: 
regard is to be had to thoſe People 11. Sd. 
MT that diſtruſt their Sexces, and deſtroy the Epiſt. 92. 
Norounds of all Science? that Degrade a 
Wan from the privilege of his Reaſon, 
Inake his Body and Soul Inſignificant, and 
Wicitherallow him Eyes, or Underſtand- 
ng to any purpoſe. _ - 
| ſhall therefore proceed to thoſe Sages 
who have been more happy in their pur- 
uits' of Wiſdom, who have Cultivated 
Philoſophy better, been better Follow'd, 
md gain'd more Credit in the World. 
ind here I ſhall begin with the Old Aca- 
mic, and Peripateticks, who were Pla- 
ys Diſciples : And ſince theſe two Sec 
re the ſame in their Tenents, and differ . 
mly in their Names, and the Places where « in the 
ey firſt ſet up; I ſhall for Brevity ſake Sie, 
pn them both together. Under this — 
Di incł ion Ariſtotle was the moſt Eminent the He 


ferſon ; He was indeed a very extraordt- 5 . 
LES] nary Lib. . 


= [4] 
„ Aver - nary Genius, run through Logicks, Rhe 
— 5 Poetry, Politich, . 
byſic Erhicks, and Phyſecbe, and perform'd Won 
ders upon almoſt all the parts of Learning 
nd Philoſophy: 2 infomuch that as fu 
„ | | 
as we can gueſs by what is extant, thi: 
World is more oblig'd to his Pen, than td 

all the Old Authors put together. Ti 
true, ſome give him this Character wit 
an Exception of Preference for Plato hi it 


» Cicer. Maſter. But theſe Criticks ſeem to mi 
4 aid. ſtake the Drift of Plato's Writings WT: 
It being not ſo much the Deſign of thi e 
great Man to treat the Principles of Sci 0 
ence, and leave us a Body of Learning, al 4 
to Combat the Sophiſts of his own Time the 
« Sicer-de For this purpoſe he diſputes under til 
4 Lid. Perfon of Socrates, and makes it his mai 11 
buſineſs, to refute the Fallacies, t ir 
pull of the Mask, and expoſe the Triflinꝗ be 
of theſe pretenders in Philoſophy. An nd 


working upon this View, he was oblig Wb] 
ko take a compaſs in his Reaſoning, nuc 
run out into ſeeming Digrefſions ; an livi 
carry the Diſpute to a vaſt length; Aer h 
tho' the Connexion is true and Artificiaq call 
yet tis wrought In ſo fine, that the Req mi 
der has ſometimes much ado to keep fighMmic 
of the main Argument. Tis granted WMirt: 
Man is not apt to Tire upon the journey n hi 


There's great variety of Invention; — teſs t 
| | 


TY 


tile is entertaining, and the Tale very 

handſomly told, but then the Cauſe is ſo 

handed from one hand to another, and Cicer. 

10 pleaded with ſo much Colour, and Con- —_ 
radiction, that tis ſomew hat difficult, to 

come at the Truth, and know on which 

ide the Verdict ought to be given. 

And ſince Ariſtosle is more clear and 

MY intelligible, we ſhall apply to him for his 

opinion concerning the Precepts of Life; 

This Philoſopher therefore ſhall Repre- 

hint his Clan, and deliver the Sence of the 

od Acade micht, and Peripateticks. Now 

8 4iftotle, as Plato did before him, ranges 

Ie Notion of Advantage under three 

; leads, and throws it into the Diviſions of 

ai Mind, Body, and Fortune. Tis true, He 

Wives the Preferrence to the Firſt, but then s An, 

ing de lays great ſtreſs upon the two Latter , Fic n 

Wind makes them contribute very conſide- . = 2, 

ably to the ſatisfaction of Life; '* Inſo- Idem. E. 

mch that he won't allow the beſt Man — 


an living to be Happy if either his Health, 6. ap. 13, 
A t his Pocket, are out of Order, / eſpe- 4 —_ 


ally if he falls into any Remarkable Ca- 2. Ariſtor. 
kmity 5 This weight of Adverſity is too bie. , 
much for the Mind, and forces a Man's 2. &p. 8. 


Virtue to grow uneaſie : It makes a breach © Ariftor. 
nhis Enjoyment, and cruſhes his Happi- _ * 


eſs to peices. c. 10. I- - 


— lib 
[a 3] This6. cp.13. 


— — . ] m ym -——_—_—_ te 
© ———— . * 
. 
* 


. cab. 9. (aid to be Miſe, to be rightly Free. aud Maſt 
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This is Ariſtcle's Opinion; But the So- 

icks would not ſo much as grant Wealth, 

or Conſtitution any Conſideration in this 

Caſe, nor vouchſafe to admit any thing 
without the Mind, into the Diſtinctions of 

Good, or Evil: With this Se& the Cir 
cumſtances of Fleſh and Blood, and the 
Condition of Externals, were but a ſort of 
Indifferent Matters, and ſignified little ei 

ther one way, or to'ther. For in thei! 

„ Laert. Philoſophy nothing was Good, but wha 
- * was Piows, Juſt, Honourable, and Humane 
alt oi. Nor any thing Bad excepting what wa 
Wicked, Unjuſt, Inhumane, and Scandalow 

| And for this reaſon, they look'd upo 
Senec. Fools, and Knaves, Atheiſts, and Liber 
8. 29 20. fine, uo better than Miſerable Wretche 
8:. Am- tho they were never ſo well accommc 
P -: et dated in their Purſe, their Carkaſs, or thei 
© 3. Quality. And on the contrary, * that 
gene. Man of Virtue aud Piety is always in a Stat 
Epiſt. 97. of Happineſs, let his Circumſtances be wha 
they will, and himſelf never -fo much har 

raſs'd with the pretended Evils of Lift 

+ Epict. And laſtly, * that none but a Perſon o 
Diſſert. L. this Character can with any Propriety 


of himſelf : And being always the Favourt 
of Heaven, and the particular care of Provi 
dence; he is the only Body that lives und 
Sturb'd, and js out of the Reach of Fear, a 


Anxact 


(2 1 
Anxiety. For let him live, or dye, *s the "Plat. A 
Deity he reſigns to, will never ſuffer hin to pon. 
ful into a real Diſadvantage ;, ** ſo that ti Tuſe lr. 
impo[ſſable for him ever to be wretched, or Epidet. | 


yneaſy, or to meet with any thing big enoug N 


% throw him out of his SatisfaFion. Theſe “ Epi. 


» * — E hi 0 E. 
re the Generous Principles of the Stoicks, . pfe 


in which 46 they overſhot the Peripatetich, fert. L. 3. 


nd Old Acade mich Sect, fo they mult be 5 22: 


eſs of the Chriſtian Religion. 


aid to approach nearer to the true Great: Fei. io). 


[ confeſs I am not altogether of Tyl- . Geer. 


C's, and St. Auguſtins Mind, who will Por. L. 


have it that theſe two Se are agreed in . De fi- 
the Thing, and differ only in the word- 9, F- + 
ing their Opinion. Such a perfect Accom- de ci. 
modation is I think prov'd Impracticable Dei, Lib. 
by Tully himſelf in the Perſon of Cato: * © 
However, I am ſo far of this great Ora- * Cicer, 
tor's Opinion that the Conteſt between & fai. 
the Storcks and Peripateticks, was very 
Honourable : The Dignity, and Supre- » cicer. 
macy of Virtue was granted on both ſides ; de fiaib. 
The only Diſpute was whether twas ſuffi- 2 
cient to do a Man's Buſineſs alone; and 

make him happy in ſpite of every Thing 

beſide. But then to make no Difference 
between Zeno's Cloyſter, and the Gardens 


of Epicurus; to compare the Men of Li- 
berty, with the great Champions for Ni- 
tue and Self-denial, and to bring Pleaſure 
and 


[a4 ] 


81 
and Diſcipline into a Competition, thi 
looks 7 very — and unrea 
n ſonable Fancy. * For all that, ſome have 
| «pu cy. been ſo hardy as to endeavour the Recon 
= a& ciling theſe Contradictions ; and to make 
lien,” E. the Matter the more Extraordinaty, it ha 
7. been attempted by ſome of the Stock, Ml 
Let's ſee alittle how one of them pretend 

to manage the Paradox. | 
If you fancy there's any great matter be 
tween ws, you are miſtaken, lays Seneca Wl 
4 _ 3: A little difference indeed, when Virtue 
beat. Cz. is All in all with one Sec, and Pleaſurdf 
the Idol of the other! ; 
ibid. Seneca goes0n : 3 Epicuras, ſays he, put 
Pleaſure under the ſame Rules which we dai 
Virtue. But firſt, under Favour, the Sto 
icke preſcribd no Laws ta Virtue, but took 
their Meaſures from her. ' Farther, grant 
ing their Doctrines the ſame in ſome Caſes 
this little ſtep would never bring them to 
gether. All the World allows a great 
Difference between the Profeſſions of Me 
dicine and Philoſophy ; and yet their 
Preſcriptions concerning Diet, and Ma 
nagement are often the ſame. Let's hea 

the Advice of that Eminent Phyſicia 
» the | Hippocrates ; Let . Labour, and Meat an 
Boi Drink, and Sleep and Pleaſure be all taken 
ol 6. Se. 24th Moderation. And would not a Storck 
Reef 
| : Bl „ 


U 


f = 


[9] 
order'd juſt the 229 ut tho” the 
Preſcription wotild be the ſame, the fe- 
ſon of preſcribing would be diffetem. 
Now in „ Morals *tis the End which * Ariffor. 
I cives the Form an Diſtitiction t6 an Acłiĩ- E 


in : And here we ſhall find the Soc and © 
Hicurean Philoſophers differ as mich from 

ach other in the thainDriſt, as they do from 

“the Profeſſion of Phyfſck. The Phyfi- '*Plur. ds 
ams Buſineſs is to guard againſt Diſcaſcs, — — 
lee Epicurean gainſt Paiti : atid the So- 


MI ib againſt Vice and Immortality: The 


irt aims at the ſecuring of Health, the ſe- 
ond of Pleaſure, and the third of Honeſty. 
Nothing can be more remote than theſe 


di | two Clan of Philoſophy. The one place 


to- 


rtue upon the Throne, make her Abſd- 
ne, and Independent; and ſcarcely ad- 
Init Pleaſure to wait upon her tho' at an 
tumble Diſtance. Whereas the other make 
Irobity truckle to Appetite, and afford 
reaſon no better Office kban to cater for 


their Seſes. Here Pleaſure is the Queen 

of the Country, 7 and Virtue allow'd no » Cicer. 
better Buſineſs than to whiſper a little a nk 
Caution to her Miſtris; that ſhe may not 
ire too faſt, wear up her Conſtitution; 


nd deſtroy the Capacities of Enjoyment. 
But there's a ** great deal of Religion and u gence. 
Probity in the Precepts of Epicurus, yes 4 Epil, 33. 


freat deal of Diſcipli ine and Bravery too, 5 alib. 


te are ce y examix d, Wee! 1 
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Wee'l come nearer then if you pleaſe 

and look nicely into the Merits of the 

Cauſe: And this I ſhall do the rather 

„ Cicer. becauſe this SeF, as Tully ” obſerves, b 

Skid. counterfeiting the Air of Virtue , and 

* dropping a few ſhining Sentences, had 
drawn off a great many Proſelytes. 

And now in good earneſt, can that Ma 

ſet up for Religion who diſclaims the Be 

© Lucret lief of Providence? ** Who teaches that God 

lid. 1. i unconcernd with the _ d, 25 neit hei 

* Epicur. gives himſelf, ** nor any body elſe any man 

= — 0 i ? That ** the Buffer of Re; 

10. Cicer. wards and Puniſhments are foreign to hi 

—_ Nature, and that he can neither be angr ff 

1. mor pleas d with poor Mortals? He mull 

® Cicer. needs be a pious Philoſopher, who as hi 

in piſon. Diſciples are pleas d to brag, was the fir 

® Lucret. bold Man ** who durſt attempt the ſcaling oi 

Ur. 1. the Shyes, and make an open Attack upon thi 


Cicer. de 
Nat.Deor. Deity £ 


Ib. 1. And as for Honeſt Principles, how can wi 
Tor. expect them from thoſe People who declar 


quit. 2- they value neither * Friendſhip, Good 
pud Cic. . - A 
fin. lib. 1. Faith, Juſtice, nor any other Virtue any far 


_— ther than their ** Intereſt or their Fancy ar 
s Cice r. ſervd by them With theſe Philoſophe 


Ibid. Epi- 48 Virtue has no Intrinſick Goodneſs, no Na 


* tive Beauty, nothing that's charming in th 


10. Senec. bare Practice No, Honeſty and Truth “ d 
Epit. 97. but gliſter in the Name, and make 4 hand 


* Torq. : F. 
ubi ſupt. Jon 


[11 ] 


92 [me Noiſe, but there's nothing in them. And 
the farther, they are ſo frank as to confeſs, 

b that a Man ought not to balk himſelf in any 
ndneſs, Crime or Scandal, that has ei- u Cicer 
"0 ber Profit or Pleaſure in t:. Not to balk def. lib. 

a umſelf, I ſay, upon the Score of any Mo- * 

= ul Deformity of the Action; For to ſay 49 „ Epicur. 

pl” AGion is evil in it ſelf, is a Feſt + In — 

„e, one ſhould be cautions when there's 1 
1. likely to be Damage, ** or Danger in the * Torq. 

„. But as for any Apprehenſions about — fupe, 

=» Diſpleaſure, and Vengeance of Heaven, apud 
„% all Superſtition and ſinff, with theſe 11 
„eentlemen 5 Conſcience is a Cypher in their „„. 

, EPhiloſophy ; their Reaſon to forbear doing 


liſcbief is only to ſave their Carkaſs ;, tir 
„be Law, but the Gallows which frights 
Jen; and beſides, they are afraid a Pro- 


Wivcation may be return'd by private Re- 


enge ; for let them be never ſo cunning, , Ee 
1 here s — of Falſbood, — foul = 

5. | | aert. Se- 
Let us proceed, and examine the Stridt- 2 
W nels and Sobriety of their Philoſophy ; 

Alaſs ! They ſuffer, if you will take their Torq. 
Word for't, under a wrong [mputation e apud Cie, 
Ihey are repreſented to breed their Diſciples - * 
to Niceneſs, and Luxury, whereas the Ca ; 
quite otherwiſe ;, For their Lectures de- 
dare ſtronely for Regularity and Temperance, 
end are fill of Gravity, and Diſcipline. Is 

Hs not 


| Em 
A Totq, not their Chief, Epicuras, 5 very ſatyric: 
Ibid. upon the Libertines? Does 8 — 
mand the Folly of thoſe _ who are ove 
ſet with Pleaſure, blinded with Appetite 
and carried off with the Blandiſhments if 
Senſe ? And while they lye thus at iii 
Mercy of Luxury, and Luſt, they never ci 
foder what Diſeaſes they bring upon then 
ſelves, how much pain they are I ike y to feel, and 
how dear the Frolick will coft them 2 Wie 
But now by the laſt Sentence of hi 
Correction we may diſcover the Groun 
of his falling out with theſe Sparks. Thi 
good Man does not laſh their Vice out off 


lib. 2. E- 
picur. a- 


4 fo tb. Death, and Apprehenſions of Pain, if the 
* could do this, and ſet Bounds of Conveni 
eence to his Fancy, I ſhould have nothing if 
object againi# his Met bod; I ſhould rathe 
appl whe his Choice, and encourage his Free 
dom; For when a Man is brim full of De 
light, and has nothing to trouble him; hl 
cant be in an Ill may; for nothing but Pai 
and nneaſy thinking, are Evil. Here Wwe 
ſee plainly this Philoſopher has no quar 
rel with a Debauchee for his . 
10 


[13] 
he rather eommends him for humourin 
tis Palate, and making much of hiinſelt. 
He does ſo, provided he ſtands clear of 
lnconvenience ; and in order to this, eſ- 
jecial eare muſt be taken to get the better 
Lf his Conſcience, and drive Religion out 
Ef his Head: Why, when does Epicurus 
ill foul upon Spendthrifts and Liber- 
„ines ? Becauſe they are Blockheuds, 5 ani * Torg. 
WW ice no Diſcretion with their Vice, becauſe 99 5 
Whey run "ay aye out of breath, and de- jy, . 
Wl roy the Pleaſure with their Eagerneſs. Their 
WU mmanagableneſs ruins their Health, and 
leir Fortune, aud their Reputation, and 
W wore than that, it often brings ther under 
Ie Jaſb of the Law. Theſe are the ſtrict 
N Morals, the hard Leſſons of Bricurssds 
chool, and the rugged Penance he puts 
is Proſelytes upon] He gives them their 
N full Freedom in Debauchery: But then 
bey muſt be lewd like Men of Senſe, and 
Underſtanding; for to over-drive their 
Conſtitution, and loſe their Credit, and 
Wiring themſelves to Beggary, and Trou- 
Wile, theſe are bad things indeed! 
But notwithſtanding the Liberty of their 
principles, and:their Idolizing of Pleaſure, 
W there were ſeveral of them Men of great 
Temperance, and Frugality : “ Epicurus  genece. 
vill tell you, that he could ſatisfy bis Sto- Ep. 18. 
nach for 4 half Penny; And Metrodorus, 
1 the 
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the a lower Proficient could do it for thee 
Farthings. Yes, Epicurus had put ſo uc 

: Philoſophy in his Palate, that Bread an 
Arie Mater; would Regale him, and make hi, 
— 2. s almoſt wild with Satisfaction As for Luxu 
tit. 17. ry, and Expence he eſpis'd ' the Reliſh, ane 
abominated the Thoughts on't Give his 


** much taſte 
de finib. ordinary Meat and Drink will oblige t 
Jib. 2. Senſe, and lay Hunger aſleep as effectnall 


61 a age 
* as that which ir counted the moſt Delicio 


2 Perſon of the ſame Perſuaſion :. No 


Eudoxus liv'd before Epicurus, and wa . 


8 Ariſt. 2 Ariſtotle ives this Man an extraordi 


Ethic. lb. ry Character for Sobriety, and makes hi 
2 Ap Maſter hs Pal 3 This Command 
e himſelf made his Opinion go much 1 
bid. further. For People would not believe thi 
any Byaſs of Intereſt, or Senſuality coult 
-govern him, but that twas pure Convidio 

„bid. and Force of Truth, which brought hi 
to declare for the Preheminence of Ple: 

ſure. But as for Epicurws's Temperance 

there's ſome Reaſon to queſtion it. Fc 

5 Laert. T3-rochares aſſures us, © that he was ſo fa 
. Fa being ſatisfied with a Meal of thr 


Farthings, that tmas his Method to * 1 
| thr 


. 
tree Pounds Sterling every Day : And this 
tory he does © not ſtick to confirm him- « gp, aq 
elf. So that his common Cuſtom, and Leontium 
tis Fits of Mortification, ſeem to be very — 
lifferent. Sometimes tis granted he d to Ct. 
reomodate his Stomach o very indifferently; e Senec. 
This he did to try whether his Pleaſure Ep. 18. 
Wuuted with his ' Retrenching, or to what cf bi 
Degree And that he might ' be convinc'd Polya- 
wether Good Eating was worth the Drudg- num. Bp. 
me for or not: And it may be He made the 
Experiment ® to arm himſelf againſt Caſual- © Idem. 
„ and Micfortune, and that © Poverty — | 
Wight never 'catch him unprovided. In | 
Whort, He ſeems to have done that by 
Writs, which it may be was Eudoxass con- 

ant Practice. Let us now enquire into 
be Reaſons of his Difcipline : Let us 
amine why he refuſes to be always in 
Courſe of Luxury; what puts him 
on ſtarts of Auſterity, and makes him 

efer a homely Diet to a plentiful Ta- 
le. Now in the firſt place Hee'l tell you, He 
does not take up upon the ſcore of Con- 
Icience, as if 1 Temperance were worth , 

the minding, or there was any harm in the. 7 Nob. 
Gluttony : Not at all. Tis the ill ef- tom. 2. 
fts, and not the Exceſſes of Gourmandi- Torquat 
ung which makes him a little Cautious, apud Cic. 
for to keep the Kitchin always hot, is 10 fd 
the way to ſet the Houſe on fire. To be 
always 
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always loading the Tahle, and eating 0 
tid-Bits, muſt — a Man's Pocket cruel 


”4 Senec. 
Epift 55. f our ſelves into a Conſumption 3 and gro 

| leaner by being over ſtuffed, than we ſhoult 
do by faſting. And to conclude, Drunkenne 

and Gluttony, are puniſh'd with ſuch Dei 

v Senec- fluxions 5 of Rheum, with ſo much Qualm 
Ibid. aud Headach, with ſuch Pains and Weak 
neſs in their whole Body; inſomuch th: 

** Athen. if Men “e would think a little before-hand 
Ii. 1. and and compute upon the Conſequences of 
+'5* Debauch ; they would not run themſelve 
a ground ſo often, nor carry the Frolick fc 

far as they do. Beſides, Epicuras and bi 
Followers, had a farther aim in their Ex 
periments of Sobriety : They did not pri 

1 * 
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tiſe it as a Virtue, but as an Exerciſe : 71 Senec. 
They made Proſperity do Pennance ſometimes, Be 8 
that they might bear Adverſity the better : apud. 
That they might have nothing New to ſur- M4. lib. 
wize them ʒ and that the Hardſhips of Choice 

might reconcile them to thoſe of Neceſſity, 

They had likewiſe a mind to try how 785. gpicur. 
little would ſatisfy Nature, and how s rel- —_— 
bing Hunger could make it. And laſt- Lien, 

y, they pinch'd now and then, that . 
they might feaſt do with the better Guſt : For ha Tory 
ſenſual Satis factions are the more welcome, ſup. 

bh making their Viſits ſeldom : Frequency in — 
this caſe does but clog the Senſes, and lib. . 
uEnke the Appetite grow dull. And there- ©Juven. 
bre feeding conſtantly upon Delicacies is 
kid to have more of Expence than Plea- 

re in't. Diſtance, and Intermiſſon, ,, ,,,_ 
ive a Keenneſs to Deſire : Hunger ſtreng- liv. io. 


hens 5: the Taſte, and doubles the Satiſ- « g.,.. 


= = ., AT Bans 
. 5 


Del ation ; as Liberty is much ſweeter when de benef 
t riſes out of Servitude, and Oppreſſion. lib i. on. 


This made Socrates pronounce Hunger ,, . 
n admirable Sauce: And as that Philoſo- ge fin. 
inch ber uſe to ſay, that by walking himſelf lib. 2. 
tarp, ' he had no occaſion to goto the, 
butcher ; for his Loaf would afford him +, 
read and Meat too, when he was through- lib. 3. 
hungry. Juſt thus Epicurus uſed to Laert. fa. 
alk himſelf ſometimes and keep his Sto- 

PU Much craving ; that he might fall too with 


[b) more 


. . 
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more Eagerneſs afterwards, and be better 
prepared for a Luxurious Entertainment. 
But when the Defigtt is thus mean, what 
Virtue or Credit can you expect in the 
Practiſe? He is a poor Man of Morals that 
can riſe no higher then Pleaſure, and 
Cramming! A Man may find as much Phi- 
loſophy in a Hen- coop, as this comes too. 

Thus we have taken a View of the R;- 
gour, Severity, and Mortification of Epicy- 
russ Doctrine! Let us now proceed to his 

Flights of Fortitude. Yes, ſays Seneca, 
Epicuras had Mettal both in his Books 

A Senec. and his Practiſe: He ** was a finical Spar 
Er. 33. "tis true, but 4 brave Fellow for all that 
How do you prove it ? Becauſe there's 
Reſolution ; as well as Prudence in his 

” Epicur. Conduct. For notwithſtanding he ® pro 
ae nounces all Pleaſure to be Good, and Pai 
tobe Evil init ſelf, yet ſometimes, whe 
Intereſt and Convenience require it, he 

n Epicur. ** nanages 4s if he believd the quite con 
putts frary. Upon this Account, he checks hi 
rende. Fancy, and denies himſelf in hisPleaſure 
when he foreſees there will be Pain at thi 

end ont; And on the other Hand, makewl 

no difficulty to ſubmit to Fatiguing, ane 
Trouble when he has a fair Proſpect o 

an over-ballance of Pleaſure by the Ba 

gain. And is not all this an Argumen 


of Fortitude, as well as d 
| 


— — p ˙¹ü w Q mb 
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But under favour, the a to 

ſome Inſtances of Hardſhip is no ſufficient 

proof of Fortitude. If this Pretence would _ 
do, ® Lovers, and Mad men 5» would be the 7 Ovid: 
braveſt People in the World: For won't . Eleg. 9. 
| the firſt drudge and mortify ſtrangely to 7 Sence. 
gain their Point? And as for the latter, 
they'l charge up to the Cannons Mouth, 

and no Conſideration of danger can ſtop 

their Frenſy. At this rate a hardy Ma- 
lefactor might challenge the Virtue of a 
Philoſopher. Thoſe Libertines likewiſe 

may come in for a ſhare of this Character, 

who murther themſelves, becauſe they 

han't patience to out- live their Pocket, 

nor bear up againſt the Conſequences of 

their Folly. And yet Epicurws ” himſelf” Senec- 
gives the Cauſe againſt theſe People. To . 
go ON ; By this reaſoning, thoſe wretches 
may be faid to be brave, who out of * Sencc. 
in over-fondneſs of Life are contented to ©: '*' 
put an incurable Carkaſs upon the Rack, 
and ſubmit to extremity of Torture ; tho' 
all they get by it, is rather to prolong 
their Merz, than their Being. And thus 
that ſcandalous Carpet-Knight Mæcenas, 
would paſs for a Man of Fortitude; for 
if thoſe Verſes of his cited by Seneca, were 
(poken in earneſt, nothing can be more 
mean : | 


EZY Let 
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wArrd 92 Let Gout my Hands and Feet diſtreſs, 
Senec Ep. Or Palſy make me Motionleſs ; EEK 
| Let my whole Bod ow in Tumonrs, 
And all my Blood e turn d to Humours ; 
Grant me but Life, and I'm contented, 


And on the Rack ſhall ne're repent it, 


| Jam willing (ſays he) to be impaled 

% eenec. or crucified if you pleaſe, ſo youwill but let 
Ibid. mne live throueh it. Without doubt 77 
worth his while to reſt on his Wounds, and 

be ſtrain d on aGibbet, only to keep his Pu- 
niſhment alive; which tis the beſt of his 

Caſe to diſpatch as ſoon as may be! And laft- 

ly by this Notion ; whoſoever denies 
himſelf for his Pleaſure, and ſuffers to gra- 

tify a Vitious Paſſion may be called a 

Man of Fortitude. But we ſay, tis the 

* Auguſt.9s Cauſe and not the Puniſhment, that 
4 Mal. makes the Martyr. And thus tis not the 
ET What, but the Why of a Mans ſuffering ; 
which gives him the Credit ont: The 
Virtue turns chiefly upon the Reaſon, not 

upon the Pain He only is the brave 
* Man, that mortifies upon Principle; 5 
ns how that chuſes rather to ſuffer than misbe- 
have himſelf; and runs through all Diſ- 
couragements upon the ſcore of Conſcience P 

and Honour. But how can that Man ſuf- b 


fer upon theſe Grounds, who lays it * cc 
or 
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for a Maxim, that Honeſty unattended with 
Pleaſure, is good for nothing : 'A meer 
Shadow w without any thing Subſtantial to "Tory, 
fill the Graſp : And who looks upon h fd Ce. 
Fortitude without reference to. Intereſt, lib. 1. 
to be no better than Whimſey, and Ro- Ff. 
mance. 5 | 3 

However, it muſt be granted, Epicurus 
has a great deal of Courage in ſome of his 
Sentences : Tho' after all, the Vanity of 
them ſeems more remarkable than the 
Greatneſs, His Wiſe-man, it you'l take 
his Word for't, muſt be Happy with the 


Scottiſh Boot. Yes, if he was roaſting in » Cicer. 


” Phalaris's Bull, he would bellow with Sa- bays lib, 
tifaFion ; and cry out what a delicious Tor- Senec fo. 


ture it this? And how handſomely do I con- 65. Epi. 
ten it £ Nay, he tells you of himſelf, {*" *Pud 
© that the laſt Agonizing Day of his _ Phalaris's 
was the happieſt in the World; *Tis true the au _ 
Cholick and the Stone, raged to Extremi- Bra, hol. 
ty, and did their oa upon him. But then low, and 
the Pleaſure * he bad in the Reflect ion upon = — 
his own Writings, overtop'd the Pain; and Epiſt. ad 
made hir Imagination too ſtrong for his d, 
Senſes. | 8 10. Cicer. 
But we muſt not be too forward in be- Tue. tb. 
lieving a Rhodomontade, againſt avow'd viſt. 65, 
Principles. Tis true, if theſe Flouriſhes and 92. 
had been ſpoken by a Philoſopher that i, 


confines the Notion * of Advantage to | Senec, 
| U b 3 ] Honeſty, Enilt: 9 


"> 6 1] 
Id de Honeſty, and reckons nothing but Vice 
— a Micfortune. That makes Good and 
5 Ibid. c. Evil, lye only inthe uſe of the Vill, 
16. and the Temper of the Mind: who de- 
s bid. Clares Virtue ſelfeſuſficient for a happy Life, 
and that ſhe up in need of no Foreign 
Id. Ep. „ Aſſiſtance. He that tells you that a per- 
g fect Philoſopher is impregnable in his 
Happineſs, and proof againſt the Impreſ- 
* Ibid, ſions of Pain : That Virtue is never to 
» Cicer. be beaten off, "twill keepa » Man Compa- 
Tuſc. lib. ny under all Tryals, mount the Scaffold, 
gence, And the Wheel, and ſhine '* through his 
de benef. Limbs, while he's burning at the Stake. 
ub.6.c-4- A Man that has ſuch hardy Principles may 
talk at this rate; for here his Heart, and 
his Tongue go together, and there's con- 
ſiſteney in the Caſe. But can any one be 
ſo void of common Senſe, as to believe 
Epicuru in earneſt in ſuch Flights as theſe? 
Ezpicurus, I (ay, who makes Pleaſure the 
Epievr. Supreme Good, Pain and Torment, the 
Aug le moſt formidable Evil... And when he has 
Acer. de done, ſtates his Notions of theſe things in 
hoib. lib. the moſt ſcandalous manner imaginable. 


. . 
'* Cicer, For he affirms the Body the main Seat of 


d.: finid. Satisfaction; denies the Mind any inde- 


lib. 1, - 
5 a wn pendent Entertainment of her own : And 


maintains that all the Pleaſure of Thought, 
either begins from the Body or Ends in it. 
And Iaſtly, He is fo frank as to _— 

x that 


Er, ys , tt 2Vwmww =>» _. 
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| I 
that as for the Notion of Good, i ſome | 
people underſtood it, he neither ne, 
where:twas, nor whit; Nothing was Good 
tohims that was not Good to his 4, Sexſes, u Epieur. 
that did not pleaſe him in his Eyes, or in gu 
his Ears, in his Touch, his Tafte, or his ar e 
N WT flaib. I. 2. 
No Man, ſays the Poet in Seneca, is * 4951-3: 
Happy who' does nat think himſelf ſo: Yes, Ep, g. 
ſays Epicurus; he muſt fancy himſelf ſu- **.Epicur. 
perlatively Happy, or elſe it won't do: Pa0tn 
Now how can that Man have ſuch a plea- 
ſant Fancy, that lies Agonizingin Pain? 
And owns himſelf afflicted with the great- 
eſt Evil, and in the higheſt Degree: ima- 
ginable ? 1 
But Enicurus s Lodgings are too N to 
ſtay in ; a ſittle better Air won't do. amiſs, 
and therefore wed l take a turn in Zenos 
Piazza, ii! ; A Br. | n | 
Naw the Sroicks ate of a quite different 
Complexion, and directly oppoſite to the 
Epicurean Tenents above -· mention d. | 
Theſe Philoſophers have admirable No- 
tions 5 © They © hold that God Almighty « pp;a. 
* governs the Oxiverſe ; that his Provi- difſcrr. 1. 
den is not only General, but Particu- & © u. 
* lar, and reaches to Perſons, and Things: & 16. 
„That 7 he preſides over Humane Af. „Ne. 
„fairs; that he aſſiſts Men not only in 1. Se.. 
* the greateſt Concerns, in the Exerciſes * lib. 
Lb 4] + 
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* of Virtxe, but alſo ſupplies' them wit! 
| Marc. © the Conveniencies of Life. And uc there 
13 & fore that God ouglit to be Worſhip'd 
nb. © above all Things, and applied to upo 
'9 Epia, © all Occaſions ; that we ſhould have 
1. 44. “ him always in our Thoughts, acknow 
4 ledge his Power, reſign to his Wiſdom 
So. and adore his Goodneſs for all the Sa 
„ pid. tisfactions of our Being. To ſubmit 
). 4.c.12. © to His Providence without Reſerve. To 
aſt © . be pleaſed with his Adminiſtration ; * 
and fully perſuaded that the Scheme o 
* the World could not have been mended, 
* nor the Subordination of Things more 
4 ſuitably adjuſted, nor all Events have 
3 ce been . timed for the common Ad- 
lib. 4. c „, vantage: And therefore that tis the 
Marc. lib. Duty of all Mankind, to obey the Sig- 
lib, & 1. 47, and follow the Intimations of Hea- 

ven, with all the Alacrity imaginable : 
2+ Senec. *© That the *+ Poſt aſſign d us by Provi- 

Ep. 197. (c dence: muſt be maintain'd with Reſoluti- 

Epig. 1. * on; and that we ought to die a & thou- 

5. c. 24. ge fand times over, rather than deſert it. 

Theſe are the Stoich Principles concern- 
ing the Deity, and the Regard due to him: 
Let us now examine how they ſtand at- 
fected towards Mankind. | 

* Sence., And here their Precepts are no leſs ex- 

1 bentf. traordinary than in the former Caſe. For 

Marcus - They declare * plainly, that we muſt 

poſſim. 3% CC C * love 
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# love all Mankind heartily, and without 
a Compliment; that we muſt ſolicit their 
4 — bear with their Infirmities, and 
do no manner of Injury to any Mortal: 
„That a Man ſhould not think himſelf 
born only for his private Satisfaction; 
but exert his Strength for the publick 
Advantage, and make his Life as ſigni- 
ficant tothe World as tis poſſible: That 


o the Conſcence of a good Action ** Cic. de 
„ſhould content him; without the pro- eib. 1. 2. 
of ſpect of Fame or Reward: That he 
d, ſhonld never be tired with the Exer- 

re ciſe of Good Nature, but purſue. one 

re Kindneſs fo cloſely with another, that 

1-W' there may be no room for any in- 


1c WW ſignificant Spaces of Life to come be- 
o- WT tween. That a Man ought to look up- 
a- on a Generous Action as a Reward to it 


* ſelf, and that we oblige our ſelves; by 
doing a good turn to another. And 
*therefore that 'tis a piece of Meanneſs 
u- WF to ramble Abroad, and graſp at Inte- 
*reſt, or Applauſe. 
1- Wl the poliſhing our Reaſor; and the 
1: verning our W:#, is the moſt noble Im- 
f. ployment; and that nothing ought to 
be preferr'd to the Practiſe of Honeſty. 


„ Farther ; That » Marc. 
Imp. 


And laſtly, * © That a Man ſhould ſtand f, 


immovably by his Reaſon, that no cla- 
" mour of Appetite ſhould call him off, 
cc that 


we meet within the Writings: of the S7. 
ice 5 what ſtrains of Piety, what Inſtance 
f 1 what flights of Greatreſoa 


don't run out into Inconfaſtency, nor tal 


and fail d in the point of Practiſe. Iſh: 
touch upon all theſe, / | 


uſed to Flouriſh mightily upon the crow 


after Epicurus, and that the Strength, t 
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< that no Loſs of Fortune, no Menaces « 
Death, no Extremities of Torture, ſhoul 
< make him give way, or frighten hi 
from a known Duty. + £ 
' "Theſe are ſome of the Noble Sentence 


here? And to give them their due, the 
above their Prizciples, Whereas the Ep 
cuream Doctrines if you take them rightly 
have neither Subſtance nor Show in then 
But tis objected againſt the Storch 
that they were but little folow'd, th: 
they were not conſtant to their Part 


And firſt of theSmallneſs of their Nu 
bers; it ſeems this Sec had always fewt 
Diſciples than any of the reſt, The Ep 
eureans had it clearly by the Pol! The 


of Proſelytes which follow'd their Maſtc 
And Torquatws in Tully does not ſtick 
affirm z that the Bulk of the People r 


wot the Reaſon, of Mankind, was undo. 
tedly on his ſide, | 
Neither is there any great wonder ii © 


all this. Strato the Natural Philoſophe 
| vr. 
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as much in the Hght when he obſerw d, 
bat the Bath, 4d the Wellr> mere mich 

re fancied, tba the taking\e\Camparer. 
eople don't care for {training-up an Al. 
ent;- nor travelling in a rugged Path f A 
load, that's open and unfatigning has ab- 
ys moſt Company. But then the Mul; 
tade are little more than ſo many Noſes 
hey have Numbers but no great weight 
them. Pebbles are much more common 
han Diamond ir. And tis an old Saying, 

zt the b ſort are always. the Majority. 10 Bias 
'To agree with the Maltitiide; i an Ar- V' genec da 
ment of a wrong Choice. Things extyg. Vi. beat: 
linary in Value, are not t hie fown : Net- ia Ep. 
Wir was the World ever iu iſdi happy a Con- 42 
tio, as that the Beſt »/Pradhiſes, ſhould » 14. d. 
e follow'd by the Moſf. 11 t vit. bear, 
Ay. As the Stoichs made the leaſt Bo- 
in the Field, ſo ſeveral of them chang- 
( their ſide, and went over to other Pa. 
r, particularly to the Epicureans,where- 
on the contrary very few Deſerted to 


ite em. i 

k This Objection ſuppoſing the Fac true, 

„ as little weight in't as the former. 
hen an Argument proves too much tis 


ke a Gun over-charg d, and recoils up- 

n him that ſhoots int. | 

* I remember Caliſto v an Athemian, xm. 

trumpet had the Impudence to tell So-vir. 1 3. 
| « crates © I 


Bottom. Pleaſure lies upon a Deſce 


leans towards Vice; Tis no wonder 


Luc. in 
vit. aukti- 
one, & a- 


could do to draw off any of her Gueſt 
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& ratet, that her Profeſſion was better th: 
his ; there was more Force and Perſi 
<« fion in't ſheſaid, for Twas more than 


But twas in her Power to thin 
„ School, and leave him little more th: 
* the Walls to talk to when ſhe had 
* mind tot. Socrates replied,” all that mig 
very well be: For Philoſophy was like tuggi 
8 the Hill, and went ſomewhat path, t 

rain Whereas Lewaneſs, was rolli 
downwards, and the Motion might ſeeme 
at preſent,tho' a Man broke his Bones at tl 


but the way to Virtue has a contrar 
tuation: And ſince the Biaſs of Man 


lr 


find People revolt from Diſcipline, and; 
over to the looſeſt Do@rines, 

But farther tis alledged, that a gre 
many who ſtood firm to the Stoical 
loſophy, and diſputed ſtrongly for th 
Notions ; yet lived quite counter to wh 
they profeſſed. They had the N. 
and the Habit, but nothing of the Reg 
larity of their Diſtinction Their Tongu 
were not all of a piece. They talk d lik 
People of their own Sec, but taſted lil 
Epicureans. For this Inconſiſtency of Pri 
Fiſe and Pretention, they are handſome! 


3 laſh'd by Lycian and ſeveral _ 
| 2 


mel 
8. 
No! 
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Now this Charge has nothing new in't; 
either does it bear particularly —— 

ie Stoicks, For among all ſorts of Per- 
haſions, we may meet with enough that 
re meer [»ſtryments and * Organs in their - 75 b 
ufineſs, like Viol and Trumpet they enters © 
n the Company, but not themſelves ; they 

abe Myfeck, but they don't hear it. The 

hic were not the only People in the 

orld, that had their Tongues tipt with 
Philoſophy, and not one jot of Good in 
hem beſide, Even in the firſt Fervours 

f Chriſtianity, the Apoſtles complained 
h * — _ — ſaid — . — 

l another. pro ea to Rnow 5 * 1. 
t in Works they * fo who had 4 125 
Form of Godlineſs, but denied the Power —— 
lereof: Who turned the ' the Grace of God . Jude. v. 
wo N bo made ** uſe of their, f 
iberty r 4 Laak of Maliciou weſs z who N. ory, f 
' promiſed others Liberty, and were them- 16 
loves the Servants of Corruption Now, AN 
would be very unreaſonable to make a 19. 
udgment of the Chriſtian Religion from 

he Misbehaviour of ſuch Men. Such Men 
lay, as would have been a ſcandal to 
| much lower Inftitution; And, as our 
Emperour * ſpeaks, were rather Ulcers, © Mare. . 
han Members of a Society. Crates ® the wat = 
Pbiloſopher uſed to ſay, that a Good Pom- 5 
ranate, was ſeldom without a rotten Ker- 

nel; 


| Cnr. 

nel z And artu is much to the ſame pu 

+4 Var. a- poſe, wherdſihe ſays; that it muſt be 4 
pud Non re Field of Chim that has not a blaſted E. 
45 Mat. 13. irs F. Nay, even in our * Lord's Hu 
25:27 bandry the Faves grow up with the reſt « 
the Crop, and yet to judge of all the Graj 

by the Quality of the Weeds, would be 

very undiftiaguſhing Concluſion. -. | 

And laſtly, Whereas tis objected, thi 

the greateſt part even of the moſt Emine 

of this Se have not exactly come np offi" 

their own Precepts 5 But in ſome Inſtance 

at leaſt, have fallen ſhort of that K 

they took the Liberty to make themſelve 

In anſwer to this, I deſire to kno 
whether thoſe who are Chriſtians in ear 

eſt don't ſometimes warp in their Practiſſ 

and ſtart now and then from the Inſti! 

tion ? Thoſe who in St. Pauls Languag 

46 Gl 2.9. were Pillar of the 00 Church, and in t 
_ * moſt ſignificant Senſe too, have witho 

” Jam 3. Exception declar'd, that * in many thin 
we efend all. And St. Fohn affures us, 55% 
„Job Ep. Fu U ſay we have wo fon, we deceive 0 
1. C.1-v. ſelves, awd the Truth is not in . Eventi. 
2 Apoſtles themſelves who had the Benefit e 
our Saviour's Inſtruction and Examp!] 
„ Gai, 2 Were not without their “ Failings. A 
11. A2. therefore tis the leſs wonder to find t 
1j. 39 higheſt Pretenders among the Heathen 
to forget themſclves a little, and flee 

pot ove 


wer their Philoſophy. The Oracls never 
iver'd a greater Truth than that © 
E[chylus, where he tells us that 


» The wiſeft living ar: wit hows their Errere. „ geb 

| 1 FITNESS, Fo tom. 2. 
As for the Stoicks, they 5" ne er preten- 5 . 
ed themſelves big enough for their Spe; de vir 
lations; of that their Lives were an ex- beat. c. 18. 
t Counterpart of what they taught. Tis 


ne 

re, they made a Beautiful Scheme, and 
ne the Rule high; But this was chiefly 
RA put People upon doing their Beſt, to 
veaken Induſtry and encourage Imitation. 
no And yet after all, the Stoical Philoſop 
ar produced great Examples of Virtue in 
+(:vcral Ages. Some of this Perſuaſion have 


ken remarkably conſiſtent with their Do- 
trines, and held out to the length of 

heir Principles And that not only by 

its, and broken Intervals, but by a con- 

ant and uninterrupted Regularity. A- 
dongſt theſe we ſhall. mention Zeno firſt, 

n Honour of whoſe Memory there 

das an Extraordinary Vote paſt by the 
nate of Athens, viz. Reſol v d, | 

That in; Confideration of the great . . 
Merit of Zeno's Virtue, the Conſiſtency lib. 2. 


ti of his Precept and Practiſe, and the 
ien noble Example he ſet the World, This 


* Houſe has thought fit to order him a 
<« Statue 


[32] 

© Statue of Braſs, with a Golden Crow. 

« on the Head ont; to erect him 
„Tomb at the Publick Charge, orna 

«< mented with two Pillars, with the Ly 

* ſcription of this Vote upon each of the 

Zeno the Chief of this Clan, had ſevera 

eminent Diſciples who in their reſpeCtivq 

Times, were remarkable Inſtances of Vir": 

tue, in all the parts of a Good Life; ane 

here waving thoſe who were Philc 
ſophers by Profeſſion ;' I ſhall mentio 

ſome of great Quality, and Figure ; A 

Cato UOticenſis , Thraſeas Pætus, Helvidi 

2 Priſcus, and more eſpecially our Em 

perour Marcus Antoninus, who is the oc 

caſion of the preſent Diſcourſe. | 

From the Philoſophy of the Stoicks 

let us proceed to thoſe Authors that deli 

verd it, and by whom the Subje# iat 
treated at large. Amongſt theſe Zeno 
and C bryſippus were the moſt conſiderable 

— The firſt was Founder of the Sec, an ir. 
Deor. I. 3. is ſtiled the Prince and Father of the Ste 
eSrab. icke, by 5: Tully, Strabo, and Galen e. 
_ d. The other was a very ſucceſsful Champii 
55 Galen. on, and added a great deal of Strength 
— and Defence to the firſt Plan: Inſomucl 
poc. & that it was commonly ſaid, That Zeno. 
Platon. 5 Cloyſter ** muſt have tumbled, had it not bee 
Lie Buttreſid up by Chryſippus. Both theſq ta 
lo. 7” Philoſophers were very Voluminous Wrig*: 
| ters, 


EW 

ters, Chryſippas is (aid to have left no leſs, 

then v ſeven hundred and-five Trac, be- v Lere. 
hind him; But neither of them have had 10d. 
the good luck to- ſtand the ſhock of Time; 
nor indeed have we ſo much as any one 
Volume of the frſs ſet of theſe Sages, come 


ra 
o our Hands. There are only ſome Frag- 
ire of them remaining in Platarch, 
ng 


Galen, Laertius, and 1 The firſt s - Plat In 
59 for the moſt x va 


to always, and the ſecon 
0 rt, their Enemy; The third © is but a de cum- 
Are Reporter, and the laſt « Diſputes the au No 


eſtion on both ſides. Tis true, we had Paradox. 


little better Fortune afterwards : The pt 


Works of ſome later Philoſophers of this Dogma. 
Perſwaſion have reach d us; And thoſe are, Hippocru 


1 7 
eoa, Epicłetus, and our Emperour. & — 


Of theſe three, Seneca is the firſt in Time, lib. 7. 


ut in my Opinion, the leaſt in Value, and , 5 
ſerit: Tis granted, he has a great many Tuſcul. de 


ſhining Sentences, his Precepts are ad- fn: IX Ps 
irable, his Manner Noble, and his way 4 Quinel . 


eli 
1 
PRO 


ble 


anc 

5 % Arguing very Acute in many Places: In- Iiftic-- Nb. 
len ted he deſerves to be read y the moſt p. 
api ious Profeſſions as well as others z but 
then this ought to be done with ſome- 


hat of Care and Caution. For to be free 
ith him, he is not Uniform, and all of a 


ucl 
no 4 


been ece. I don't mean his Life, tho Dion Caſſi- 

heſꝗ faxes him upon this Score, as if he wrote ® Pin. 

rive way, and lived another, Na, "tis his hb. 
 % * x Faw 4 2 61. ir Ki- 


L 35 J. 
round again, and not only excuſes Epic 
165, wipes out his Infamy, 7' and Blanches Ef. 13: 
his * Reputation ; but likewiſe gives s. 
him - a great Character, ſays his Princi- hay Vit. 
ler are Remarkable for n Juſtice and P- 
ty, and if you examine them nicely, for Ibid. 
Mortification too. And laſtly, he is ſome- 
times guilty of the ſame Trifling, which 
he finds fault with in Zeno and Chri- 
ſpar. He is „ Gay ſometimes when „O 
he ſhould be Solemn , and Flonriſhes ſaftir. lib. 
when he ſhould ſtrike home. He makes Cs 
i Paſs with a Pin, and rather pricks a Nott. Ac-. 
zubject than pierces it. He gives you ©}, "7: 
ſometimes a turn of Fancy, inſtead of mi. prefar. 
Solid Proof; His Notions are now and 29 Senec. 
then ſo ſuperfine, that the leaſt Refiſtance 
turns the Edge of them. They have 
generally 2 Paint, but no Weight of 
Body for Execution. This may belook- 
ed on as an Exceſs of clear Dealing; 
but F am not the firſt that have taken 
this Freedom with Seneca ; ſeveral Great 
Men have paſsd the ſame Judgement 
upon him long fince. Howeverl defire 
not to be underſtood as if I had a 
mind to detract from the Worth, or 
difcourage the Reading of this Philo- 
ſopher, who was really a Perſon of an 
extraordinary Genius ; and has always 
had Men of Senſe and Learning to ad- 
mire him. My meaning 1s only to _ 
that 


361 
that this Roman failed a little in the Points 
of Gravity and Fortitude, ſo peculiar to 
the Stoicł And that Epietus, and Mar- 
cus Antoninus out- did him, both in their 
Pens and their Practiſe. Theſe two Perſons, 
tho in contrary Stations, and in the Remc 
teſt Diſtanceof Circumſtances imaginable 
The one being a poor Slave, and the other 
the greateſt Monarch in the Univerſe. Theſe 
two Perſons, I ſay, have ſhew'd the Force 
of the Stoical Philoſophy; and how ſtrong- 
iy it Operates under all Diverſities of Con- 
lition ; And that not only by a Compre- 
henſive Body of Refined Morality in their 
Writings, but alſo by an Illuſtrious Exam- 
ple every way agreeable to the Nobleneſs 
of the Precepts delivered. | 
Thus far I have Tranſlated the Learned 
_ Gataker, who proceeds in his Prolegomena, 
to draw a Parallel between the Do@rines o 
our Bleſſed Saviour, and thoſe of Marcus An- Wc 
toninus in many conſederable Inſtances, in- 
ſomuch that one wou'd imagine the Emperour ar 
bad Tranſcribed part of his Philoſophy from 
the four 2 BBut this I ſhall rather 
leave to the Reader's Collection, than preſent 
him with that before-hand, which tis likely 
he may with more Satisfation diſcover for 
himſelf. The reſt of Gataker's Introdu@rve ihe: 
Diſtonrſe is foreign to our Purpoſe,and there- Wh 
fore I ſhall go on with it no Jenny. AE 


Mythological Picture 


THE 
THEB. 
king a ſerviceable Emblem for the 


acquiring of Prudence, and the 
Direction of Human Life. 


AN. 


CEBES 


ved 5 
na, A® we were taking a Turn in Seturr's. 
f 0) Temple, we ſaw a great many con- 
\n- ecrated Preſents, remarkable enough for 


heir Curioſity ; amongſt the reſt we took 


he Door ; the Piece we perceiv'd was all 
imblem, and Mythology; But then the 
lepreſentation was ſo. ſingular and out of 
uſtom, that we were perfectly at a Loſs 
hence it ſhould come, and what was the 
deaning on't. Upon a ſtrict View, we 
und 'twas neither a City, nor a Camp, 
ut a ſort of Court, with two Partitions 
the ſame Figure within it, tho' one of 

. - them 


articular Notice of a Picture hung over 


— 2 — —— 3 1 —— 


— Tr Mybaogid Pi 


2 


— 


the Deſign of the Fable, a grave Man 


ſays be, T underſtand you are Strangers 


ru, and Parmenides; This Genteleman 


them was larger than the other. The firſt 
Court had a crowd of People at the Gate, 
and within we ſaw a great Company off 
Women. Juſt at the entrance of the firſt 
Gate, there ſtood an Old Man, who by 
his Geſture and Countenance ſeem d to be 
buſy in giving Advice to the Crowd a 
they came in. j 

And being a long time at a ſtand about 


ſomewhat in Years, making up, begins tal 
diſcourſe us in this Manner. Gentlemen 


and therefore tis no wonder the Hiſtory 
of this Picture ſhould puzzle you: Fol 
there are not many of our own Country 
men that can explain it. For you are ta 
obſerve, this is none of our Town Manu 
facture. But a long while ago, a certai 
out-landiſh Man of great Senſe and Learn 
ing, and who by his Diſcourſe and Beha 
viour ſeem d to be a Diſciple of Pyt hago 


„ happening to Travel hither, built thi 
Structure, and Dedicated both the Tem 
ple and this Piece of Painting to Satur 


Sir, ſaid I, had you any AcquaintancY Gm 

with this Gentleman? Yes, ſays he, I ba a; 

the Benefit of his Converſation ; and war 

one of his Admirers a long time. For, to i 

my thinking, tho' he was but young, . (thro 
I ta ( 
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talk'd at a ſtrange ſignificant rate; And 
as for this Pitts, 1 have heard him ex- 
pound the Emblem, and read upon the 
Argument very frequently. Sir, ſaid I, 
unleſs you are very buſy, I beg of you to 
inſtruct us a little in this Matter, for we 
= are ſtrangely deſirous to know the meanin 

of this Fable in Colours. Gentlemen, ſays 
| he, I'm very ready to ſerve you, but then 
I muſt tell you, there is ſome Danger in 
hearing the Story. Danger ! As how? 
Why, ſays be, if you mind what you are 
about, and underſtand what's deliver d, 
| you'l grow unexpectedly Wiſe and Happy 
upon the Diſcourſe, but otherwiſe to be 
free with you, you'l turn Ignorant, and 

Ill-natur'd, and be the moſt Unfortunate 
| Blockheads imaginable. For the Explain- 
ing this Mythology is as touchy a Buſineſs 
rn to the Audience, as the Sphinx s Riddle 
ha was formerly: If a Man was an Oedipme at 
ago it, he found his Account in the Under- 
an Wl taking, but if the Myſtery prov'd too hard 
thi for him, he was loſt, and murther'd by 
em the Monſter upon the ſpot. The Conſe- 
turn quence of the preſent Caſe is. much the 
anc ame: For Folly is a fort of Sphinn to 
| ha Mankind in general; and gives an ob- 
| wal (cure Intimation of what's good and bad, 
or, Mor indifferent for us: If a Man can't look 
g, hthrough her, and untie her Riddle, tho 
talk | R 2 * 
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- ry Subject. Tis juſtasT tell you. Well, 


ſhe does not chop him up at a Mouthful 
like the Sphinx, yet ſhe will be ſare to 
diſpatch him by Degrees, ſit as clofe to 
him as a Conſumption ; and ride him as 
the Spleen does a MaletaGQor under Sen- 
texce. But on the other hand, when Fol- 
hy is underſtood, then ſhe goes to Pot her 
ſelf, and the Man is made ſafe, and hap- 
py for his Life-time. T herefore pray take 
care, and be attentive, and let nothing 
flip your Obſervation. In earneſt if the 
Matter ſtands thus, you make us almoſt 
Wild to hear you upon this extraordina- 


ſaid I, if we are likely to ſmart at this 
rate for being careleſs, you'l be ſure to 
find us upon our Guard, and therefore 
begin as ſoon as you pleaſe. 

Upon this, pointing to the Picture with 
Iris Cane, do you ſee this Incloſure, or 
Court, ſays he? Yes. This then you are 
to underſtand is Life, and the Place for 
Mortals to range in. The Crowd at the 
Gate, are the People that are juſt com- 
ing into the World : And the Old Man 


that ſtands by on rais'd Ground, with a be 
Paper in one Hand, and the other in a V 
Poſture of Direction, is the common Ge- th 
mize. This ſuperintending Spirit inſtructs - 

, 


thoſe that enter, how they are to manage 


themſelves in Life, and which Road they {MW 8" 
Arc 
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are to take, if they expect to come ſafe to 
the end of their Journey. And pray, ſaid 
I, which way does he direct them, and 
how are they to govern themſelves ? 
© Don't you ſee, ſays he, there by the Gate 
> where the Crowd goes in, a Woman ſit- 
ting in an Arm'd-chair handſomly dreſs d, 
and with a Mien of Quality? I ſee her 
with a Glaſs in her Hand, pray who is 
= ſhe? That's Impoſture, ſays he, that bub- 
bles the whole World in ſome meaſure 
cut of their Underſtandings. Say you ſo? 
Which way does ſhe go to Work? She 
opens a Vein, and gives them a Glaſs of 
her Conſtitution : What ſort of Drink is 
that? Tis Ignorance and Miſtake. What 
is to be done then? Why, when they 
have taken this Stirrup Cup, they Travel 
into Life : What? Does every body take 
their Mornings Draught of this Liquor? 
Every body, but not all Brimmers, ſome 
drink more, and ſome leſs. To inform 
vou farther, don't you ſee a parcel of 
| Wenches within the Gate, different enough 
in their Perſons, but all of them with t 
bold Air of their Profeſſion ? I ſee them. 
Very well: If you would know their Names 
then, they are Opinion, Paſſron, and Plea- 
| ſure, As the Crowd enters, theſe Laſſes 
I frisk about them, and ſalute them with a 
great deal of welcome, and then lug them 
| R 3 off, 


— 


— 
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off. And whither do they carry them? 
Carry them ! Some to good Fortune, and 
ſome, by miſtaking their way, to Ruin, 
and the Gallows. In earneſt, Sir, ſard I, 
if the Caſe ſtands thus, tis dangerous 
Drinking ! You ſay well : And yet all 
theſe Women promiſe to direct them right, 
and to make them as Conſiderable and 
Happy as they would wiſh. But the poor W al 
Wretches having taken a Glaſs too much * 
with Ipoſture, are ſo muddy-headed, that 0ʃ 
they over-look their Advantage, and mi- m 
ſtake their Ground, and ramble about at W th 
that ſenſeleſs giddy rate as you ſee. And B. 
look you, continues he, how thoſe Gyp- We: pc 
ſies manage the People that came in firſt, ¶ te 
and lead them whither they have a mind E 
to. I perceive it, ſaid IJ, but pray what JW an 
blind diſtracted Woman is that which I 
ſtands there upon a round Stone like a ve 
Globe? That's Fortune, replies my Inſtru- We pe 
Ger, who is not only Blind, but Mad, and th 
Deaf into the bargain, And what may WE the 
her Buſineſs be I beſeech you? She ranges Ha 
every where, ſays he, ſnatches away this I bac 
Man's Circumſtances, and gives them to it 
another; and in a little while recalling vo. 
her Liberalities, beſtows them upon new her 
Favourites, and all with great Arbitrari- JW ot 
neſs, and Inconſtancy. And therefore her S0 
Pedeſtal, and her Poſture, is a * | be, 
em 


3 
— 
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blem of her Nature. How ſo? Becauſe 
F ſays he, her ſtanding upon a Globe ſhews 
ber Feet not well fix d, and that there's 
no depending upon her Bounty. Indeed 
E thoſe that reckon upon her are generally 
& ruffled with Diſappointment, and migh- 
tily ſhock d in their ExpeGation. Here I 
deſir d to know, what was the Buſineſs gf 
all that Crowd about her, and who they 
were? I was anſwer'd, they were a Clan 
of unthinking People; and all of them 
making their Application to Fortune for 
© thoſe things ſhe threw away. Very well: 
nut how comes it to paſsthat they ap- 
pear ſo differently Affected ip their Coun- 
tenances, that ſome of them are all in an 
Extaſy, and others as much out of { 

and yy their Hands in Deſpair? 


alr :? 
© Thoſe, /ays he, who ſeem ſo merry and 
well pleas'd, have receiv'd a Spill, and 
4 — in their Addreſſes to this Lady ; and 
© therefore they call her Good Fortune But 
the others who weep and wring their 
Hands are Diſſeiz d by her of what ſhe 
is W bad granted them before, and here her 
o Title is Bad-fortune. What fort of Fa- 
ig © vour does ſhe beſtow then, that makes 
w | hier command the Temper, and diſpoſe 
i- © of the Paſſions of her Admirers, in ſo 
er © doveraign a manner? To anſwer you, ſays 
| ke, her Bounty conſiſts of ſuch Things as 
m „ are 


F 
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are generally eſteem d great Advantages 
What are thoſe? They are Wealth, Fame, 
Birth, Children, Poſts of Command, 
Crowns, &*c. Tis very well! And are 
not all theſe good Things with a Wit- 
neſs? As to that, ſays he, we'll debate it 
afterwards, but at preſent let's go on with 
our Stary. With all my heart. Doryou 
fee then, continues the Gentleman, how 
the Paſſage through this Gate, leads you 
into another Court upon an Aſcent, and 
that there are ſeveral Women dreſs'd like 
Wenches, ſtanding at the Portal? I ſee 
them. I muſt tell you then, their Qua- 
lity is very Coarſe, two of them are Lewd- 
neſs and Luxury, and the other Flat 
tery, and Covetouſneſs. And what dc 
they ſtand ſtaring here for > To Spy out 
thoſe to whom Fortune has been an 
thing kind. And what then ? Then they 
2 mightily tranſported, make up te 
them with great Endearingneſs, and pl 
them ſtrongly with Compliment and Flaty 
tery: They invite them to their Apart 
ments, promiſe to ſettle them in Satisfa 
tion ; and that without the leaſt Inter 
miſſion, or Incumbrance whatſoever. Now 
thoſe who are gain'd to Libertiniſm with 
this Courtſhip ; think themſelves in a de 
licate way, and are Strangely pleaſed with 
their Choice at firſt, But after ſome _ 
whe 
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| when they begin ta recollect, they per- 
ceive the Entertainment was nothing but 
| a Viſionary Cheat; and inſtead of a Re- 
gale, they have been prey'd upon, and 
ill uſed. Now when Men come to this 
paſs, and have ſpent all that Fortune had 
furniſh'd them with, they are forced to 
go to Service to theſe Womer ;, and here 
all manner of Afﬀronts, and ſcandalous 
practiſes muſt be digeſted : They muſt 
bear with every thing, and boggle at 
nothing : They muſt Cheat, 9— 
their Truſt, pick a Pocket, or rob a 
Church, as occaſion ſerves. And when 
all theſe Tricks fail them, they are ſent 
to the Houſe of Correction. And how 
| are they handled 2 Don't you ſee, ſays he, 
a little Door opening into a narrow, 
dark place ? Ido; and ſeveral ugly, flut- 
© tiſh Women in Rags, are the Inhabi- 
tants. You-are right. And to deſcribe 
them to you; ſhe with the Whip in her | 

Hand, is call'd Diſcipline, ſhe with her | 

Head bending down to her Knees is 

| Grief, ſhe that tears her Hair is Pain. | 
| But pray, ſaid I,. what ill- ook d Skeleton | 

* 
J 


! ofa Fellow is that, with ner a Tatter to 
his Limbs, and that Woman too by him, 
that's Beauty enough to be his Siſter ? 
| You have gueſs'd the Relation exactly, 
and to ſatisfy your Queſtion, the Man 
18 
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is complaining Sorrow, and that Siſter of 
his is Deſpair. To this Company the Rates 
above-mention'd areſent, where they are 
maul'd and mortified ſufficiently, and af. 
ter they have gone through their Exer- 
ciſe in this Bridemell, they are committed 
to Goal, where ;Unhappineſs is their 
Keeper : And here they are faſt for their 
Life-time,unleſs they happen to light up- 
on Repentance : If Fortune ſends this La- 
dy to any one of them, ſhe diſengages 
him from his Confinement, and gives him 
a new ſet of Notions, and Deſires, which 
puts him in the Road to True Know- 
ledge ; However, the Direction is not ſo 
Infallible, but that *tis poſſible for him 
to miſs the way, and make a Vilit to 
828 Learning. And what follows? 

Why, Jags he, if he Travels right, and 
comes to the Seat of True K xowledge, ſhe 
does his Buſineſs effectually: ſhe purges 
his Head, and cures his Spleen, and makes 
him Eaſy, and Proſperous as long as he 
lives : But if he miſtakes the Road, pre- 
tended Learning picks him up, and leads 
him a new Dance, O ſtrange | ſaid I, 
here's another great Rifque to be run: 
But I beg of you what ſort of Mortal is this 
pretended Learning? Don't you ſee, replies 
my Inſtructer, that farther Court? Y es ve- 

Ty plainly. And don't you perceive a Wo- 
man in thePorch genteelly dreſsd,and with 
an 


n 
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an Air of Sobriety > That I do: To in- 
form you then, the Generality are ſo ig- 
norant as to miſtake this Gentlewoman 
| for Learning ; whereas ſhe is really but 
a Counterfeit of that Quality. Now thoſe 
| who are upon the Road to Recovery and 
Irue Kaowledge, commonly bait with her 
@ firſt. And is 33 no other way to True 
Lumieage but this? Yes, there is. Here 
put in again, and ask d him, who are 
Ithoſe Men that walk within the Court 
chere? Theſe, ſays be, are the Admirers 
Yof ed Learning, only they miſtake 
the Perſon of their Miſtreſs, and fancy 
themſelves in the Converſation of Trae 
EKzowledge. Pray who are they? Here's 
i great many ſorts of them, ſays be, here 
ire Poets, Orators, and 2 Muſick- 
Maſters, Accomptants, Mathematicians, 
ind Aſtrologers, Epicureans, Peripate- 
Licks , Philologers, Se. But under favour, _ 
nethinks I fee ſome Women like De- 1 
auc bery, and the reſt of her Companions | 
Iwhich you ſhew'd me before, pray who | 
Is Wire they > The very ſame : what ? Do ul 
I, hey walk in this Inner Court? As ſure 
1: Ws you live. ſometimes, tho not ſo often 
ts in the firſt. And does Fancy, and un- 
ertain Opinion take a Turn here too? 
ſolt undoubtedly, ſays he And which is 
rore, theſe Sparks being not n | 
O | 
| 
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of the Doſe, which Impoſturè gave them, 
they are troubled with the Company off 
Ignorance, and Folly. Neither will they 
ever be rid of Opinion and the reſt of th 
Gang, till they part with pretended Learn- 
ing, enter into a Courſe of Phyſick, and 
Purge off all their Conceit, Ignorance 
and Ill-Humours. Then their Conditio 
will be ſecure. But as long as pretende- 
Learning has the Aſcendant over them 
they'l nere be diſentangled ; neither wil 
all their Notions, and Proficiency, eve 
cure them of any of the Diſtempers above 
mention d. Say you fo? Which is the way 
then, that leads to the ſeat of True Know 
ledge ? If you mind, ſays he, you per te 
ceive an Eminence at à diſtance, which oO 
looks as if twas perfectly uninhabited. Wie 
have it. And don't you ſee a little Gate fu 
and the Avenues to it very much unfrei pre 
quented ; for indeed the Aſcent to it ii 1 
troubleſome, and the way rough, ang 
rocky? I perceive it ſaid I. Does it no ple 
then appear a lofty Hill, with a ve cor 
ry narrow way tot, and Precipices Offi : 
each fide? Yes, the Proſpect is juſt a tn 
you ſay. This is the Road to True KnowWGr, 
ledge, ſays he, and on my Word, a ver Who 
rugged one to look on. But let's proceed: x 
Don't you obſerve two hail luſty Womeſtfu 
itand on the Top of the _— = 
retch 


r 
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m, ¶ ſtretching out their Hands with a great 
off deal of Inclination? I ſee them, who are 
ey they? they are Siſters, ſays he, one of 
he them is Temperance, and tother Patience. 
-K Good Women both, but what makes them 
nd ſprawl! their Hands out with ſo much 
ce fancy? Tis to encourage Travellers, ſays 
on he, and keep them from Cowardize and 
led Deſpair : Letting them know at the ſame 


ume; that if they will but hold out, and 
© ſtrive a little, they'l quickly be eaſy, and 


vei come into a good Road. Well! But when 
ve they come to the ſteep Aſcent, how do 
a they get up? For can't perceive any way 
amade for them? Theſe Women, ſays he, 


ſtep down a little, ſtoop for them, and 
o hale them up. Then their Guides or- 
der them to a little, and ſoon after 
furniſh them with Strength, and Spirits, 
Epromiſe to convey them to True Know- 
i age, give them a Proſpect of their Jour- 
pncy, and ſhew them how ſmooth, and 
nleaſant, and free from all manner of In- 
© convenience, the Road is. Really, ſaid I, 
t appears fo to me. Don't you ſee con- 
tinues my Inſtructor, on this fide that 
ww Grove there, a lovely Meadow, which 
Wvoks ſo ſarprizingly bright, as if it had 
ee; ꝛ whole Sun of its own to make it Beau- 
meiß iful. You need not queſtion my Eye- ſight, 
anq; did I, where ſuch an Object as _ is, 

: ies 
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lies before it. And don't you ſee anothe 
Pile of Building in the middlè of thi 
Field? I do, what do you call it, and 
who does it belong to ? This is the Sea 
of the Fortunate, faid he, here all the Mc 
ral Virtues keep their Court, and Hap 
pineſs, is always in their Train. Say you 
ſo ? This muſt needs be a delicate Place 
then. Right. But to carry you farther W 
Don't you perceive a handſome, middiq 
aged, Matronly Woman by the Gate in 
plain Dreſs ? And if you obferve her, ſha 
ſtands upon a ſquare Stone, and not tot 
tering upon a Globe; there are likewiſ 
two young Women on each fide of hei 
which look as if they were her DaughM 
ters, yes, ſaid I, by their Features and Com 
plexion; one would think fo. To ex 
d them to you then, the Matron i 
the middle, is Knowledge, or Learning 
the two others are one of them Truth 
and the other Perſwaſion 2 But what 
makes the Elder Lady ſtand upon a Stone 
like a Die? To ſhew the ſteadineſs of he 
_ Poſture, that People may know where to 
have her, and that her Favours are ſafe 
and ſignificant, Well explain d, but pray 
what does ſhe preſent People with? 
Why, ſays he, ſhe gives them Aſſurance, 
and the Faculty of fearing nothing. And 
how do theſe Qualities operate? They 
give 
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give the owners the the Satisfaction to 


11 


IC | 

hi know they are out of Danger as long as 
n they live. In earneſt, ſaid I, this Lady 
al has an excellent Hand at making Pre- 
01 ng ! But what makes her ſtand without 
pI the Gate? To cure thoſe that come hi- 
ou ther, and give them her Cephalick Pre- 
c ſcription; and when the Potion has 
r dleans d their Conſtitution, ſhe brings them 
11 in, and preſents them to the Virtues. How 
nis this? I don't rightly underſtand you. 
he II clear it to you, ſays he, tis juſt as 
otM when a Patient dangerouſly ill, is under- 
iſd taken by a Phyſician : In the place firſt the 
ae Doctor endeavours to remove the Cauſe = 
zh. and diſcharge the Morbifick Matter; and 


when this is done, ſtrength returns of 
Z Courſe, and the Man is ſet up. But if he 
won't take his Phyſick, and be govern'd, 
tis no wonder if he dies of the Diſtem- 
per. I apprehend you, Sir, ſaid I; Thus, 
ſays he, when any one is brought to 
Learning, and Philoſophy, ſhe falls to 
Doctring of him preſently, gives him a 
| purging Doſe out of her own Dsſpenfats- 
| ry, that all the ill Humours may be car- 
ry'd off in the firſt place. And what are 
{ thoſe 2 They are Ignorance and Error, 
which Impoſiure drench d him with; they 
are Pride, Appetite, and Intemperance, 
Anger, and Avarice; and the reſt of = 
N | - 
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Unfortunate Entertainment which he 
ſwallow'd in the firſt Court. And when 
he's well waſh'd within, whither does 
ſhe ſend him? Then he is permitted to 
enter this laſt Court, and introduced to 
Science, and the other Virtues. And what 
may they be? Don't you ſee within-the 
Gate, ſays he, a Company of handſome, 
modeſt Women, without any thing of 
Dreſſing, Waſhes, or Expence about them? 
I ſee them, ſaid I, who are they? The 
firſt, ſays he, is Knowledge, the other, 
who are her Siſters, are Fortitude, and 
Juſtice, and Probity, Sobriety, Modeſty, 
Liberality, and Good-Nature. Incarneſt, 
faid I, fine Ladies all! Now methinks, 
my Expectations begin to riſe conſidera- 
bly. If you mind what you hear, ſays 
he, and digeſt it into Practiſe, your hopes 
are not ill founded. I' do my beſt, take 
my Word for't. Do ſo, and then you! 
ſucceed, and be ſafe. But pray, ſaid I, 
whither do theſe Ladies lead the Man? | 
To their Mother, ſays he ; And, who is 
ſhe > They call her Felicity. Felicity ! 
And what is her Buſineſs and Quality ? 
Do you ſee, ſays he, the Path that leads 
us to the Mount there, where the' Stru- 
cure looks like a Fort for the Security of 0 
all the Courts? Yes. - And is there not Tr 


in the Porch a handſome young Lady 
1 ſitting 
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ſitting in 2 Chair of State, dreſs'd like 
Quality, but not to any degree of Magot, 


or Curioſity. But, if you mind her, the 


Crown upon her Head, 1s particularly 
fine, both in the Matter, and the Making. 


Truly, it ſeems to be juſt as you ſay. 


This Lady, ſays he, is Felicity. And when 
any body comes hither, what's her Buſi- 
neſs > She Crowns im, ſays he, from 
her own Cabinet, and ſo do all the Nr- 
tres too, inſomuch that by his Recepti- 
on, you would take him for ſome great 
Conquerour; and that he had gone 
through Hercules twelve Labours at leaſt, 
And has he done any thing like it? Yes 
indeed, he has got the better of ſeveral 
Wild Beaſts of an extraordinary Bulk; 
Theſe were formerly his Maſters, made 
him their Drudge, ſnaped a Collop ſome- 
times out of his Carkaſs, and uſed him at 
2 miſerable rate. But now he has fought 
himſelf into Liberty, and Conquelt, has 
them all at Command, and chains them 


up for Sight and Service. You awaken 


my Curioſity extreamly, pray what ſort 
of Wild Beaſts are they? In the firſt 
place, ſays he, Ignorance and Miltake ; 
now whether you know it or not,theſe are 
great Beaſts, and dangerous ones too, tho 
they don't go it may be upon all four. 
Truly, ſaid I, I think - are. Tn 
h ther 


\ 
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ther parts of his Conqueſt, continues he, 
are Grief and Pain ; Covetouſneſs, and 
Intemperance, and all the whole Force of 
Vice beſides. Theſe are noble Exploits, 
ſaid I, the Olympick Games, can ſhow no- 
thing like it; But I ſuppoſe this Cham- 
pion's Crown is-not altogether for Orna- 
ment, therefore pray tell me the Advan- 
tage in wearing it. You are to know 
then, young Gentlemen, ſays he, that it 
has a mighty ſatisfying Quality : He that 
has this Crown upon his Head, is poſſeſt 
of Happineſs; And which is more, tis of 
his own Growth too, without any De- 
pendance upon his Neighbours. Inearn- 
eſt, tis glorious conquering at this rate. 
But how does the Man ſpend his time, 
and whither does he go, after he is. thus 
Crown'd 2. The Virtues, ſays. he, receive 
him, and conduct him back to the Place 
where he was before, and here they ſhew 
him at what a rate of Scandal and Miſer 

People live. How often they run their 
Heads againſt a Poſt, ramble from their 
Intereſt, and are led as it were in Tri- 
umph by their Encmies, .Some are made 
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Prize of by Debauchery, ſome by Arro- of 
gance and Ambition, aud ſome by Co- fit 
vetouſneſs, G. Neither is it in their Ml af 
Power, todiſengage themſelvesand make I v. 
their Eſcape hither, But they continue I ga 


Rol- 


. 
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Roltingand Reſtlefs till they tumble into 
their Graves; And all this happens be- 
cauſe they can't pick out the right way, 
for alafs ! They have forgotten the Ad- 

vice the Genius gave them. What you 
ſay is not unlikely ; But {till Fm at a loſs 


n 


Man to the Place from whence he came? 
'Tis to inform his Judgment, ſays he, 
and make him underſtand the World bet- 


Enn 


ter. For to deal clearly, Erron and Ig- 
norance had abuſed him before. And thus 
his Underſtanding, being miſty and miſ- 
led, he was willdred in the Qualities of 
te. Things, and miſtook the Nature of Good 
ne, and Evil. So that in ſhort, he was in a 
hus great meaſure, as irregular, and unhappy 
ive as the reſt. But now having wars a 
ace Wl right Notion of Intereſt and Advantage, 
1ew Wl he ſees farther into the Follies and Miſe- 
ery Wl ry of other Men. Right, and when he 
heir bas ſeen all this, how does he diſpoſe of 
heir WW bimſelf > Juſt as he pleaſes. For let him 
Tri- go where he will, he is as ſafe as a Ship in 


zade 2 Harbour: and all People will be as glad 
ro- of his Company as a Patient is of the Vi- 
Co- ¶ fit of an able Doctor. What won't he be 
heit WW afraid of thoſe ſcurvy Women any more, 
nake WI which you ſaid were like Bears in a Bear- 
tinue I garden: Not at all. He'll never be di- 


Rol- ſtarb'd with Pain nor Pouerty, with In- 


82 tem- 


why the Virtues ſhould lead this happy 
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temperance, or Avarice, nor any of that 
hoſtile Clan which made him uneaſy be- 
tore. For he'll be perfectly Impregnable 
againſt all manner of Attacks. And as 
no other Serpent dares venture upon thoſe 
who are bitten by a Viper, becauſe th 
are fortified by a ſuperiour Poyſon whic 
is now turn'd to an Antidote: So this 
Man has always his Preſervative about 
him. What you ſay, ſeems very reaſo- 
nable. But pray tell me who thoſe are 
that come down the Hill ; ſome of them 
with Crowns on their Heads, and Satisfa- 
ction in their Face: Others are the Picture 
of Deſpair, look ſomewhat maim'd and 
batter'd, and ſeem under the Guard of a 
parcel of Women? Thoſe crown'd, ſays 
he, are ſafe arrived at the ſeat of Philo- 
ſoyhy, and appear pleas d with the Con- 
verſation of that Lady. But thoſe who 
have no ſign of Succeſs upon their Heads, 
are ſome of them turn'd back by Philoſo- 
phy for being unqualified : Others miſ- 
carry for want of Induſtry and Spirit. 
And when they have ſtrain'd up to Pa- 
tience quit the Advantage of the Progreſs, 
and Ramble without Path, or Direction. 
I underſtand you. But, what Women are 
thoſe at the Heels of them 2 They repre- 

| ſent, ſays he, Grief and Pain, Deſpair, 


Ignominy, and Ignorance. Say you fo. 
= Then 
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Then the Men are in very bad Company. 
Tour right, Now when theſe People 
- come back to the firſt Court and return to 
Luxury and Lewdneſs, they make an odd 
) Report of the Adventure, and blame Phi- 
> MW /oſophy, and not themſelves for their Miſ- 
7 carriage; They tell you that all who 
1 went upon theſe Diſcoveries, are wretch- 
$ edly harraſs'd, and diſappointed. And 
t never enjoy any of the Satisfactions which 
- are to be met with at home. What Ad- 
2 vantages are theſe? Why, in a Word, 
N debauching and regaling their Palates : 
- For Gourmandizing, and the Liberties of 
e a Brute are in their Eſteem the Supream 
d Satisfactions. They muſt take their Fan- 
a cy, but under favour, who are thoſe 
8 pleaſant ſmiling Women that come from 
j- yonder place? They call them Opinions, 
— ſays he, their Buſineſs is to introduce 
0 thoſe to Inſtruct ion, ho are upon theRoad 
8, to the Virtzes, and when they have con- 
J- vey'd them hither, they return to fetch 
. more: And to encourage new Comers, 
t. they let them underſtand how happy thoſe 
1 People are that took the Journey before 
, them. Have theſe Women admittance to 
n. the Virtues By no means; Opinion is ne- 
re ver allow'd to appear in the Preſence of 
e- Science ; However, they deliver up their 
r, Charge to Learning or Inſtruction. And 
0. 8 3 when 
N 


5555 atagealios 


3 


when they have done, go back for freſh 
Company: Juſt like your Merchant Men, 
which when they are unladen, ſet ſail 
again, and are freighted with an other 
Cargo. Without Flattery, ſaid I, you ſeem 
to explain theſe Matters very well: But 
you have not told me what Directions 


the Genius, or ſuperintending Spirit, gives 


thoſe who are juſt marching into Life. 
He bids them be bold, ſays he, and keep 
up their Spirits, and pray do you fo, for 
I ſhall let you into the whole Buſineſs, 
and make no Omiſſions in the Relation. 
And here holding out his Cane again, do 
you ſee that blind Woman, ſays he, ſtand- 


ing upon a Globe, who I told you was 


Fortune Yes, we ſee her. The Gezim, 
eontinues he, warns every body never to 
truſt this Woman, nor to reckon any 
thing their own, or of any long con- 
tinuance, that comes from her. For the 
Grants of Fortune are always made with 
a Power of Revocation z And a Man that 
holds of her is a meer Tenant at Will, 
and may be turn'd out the next Day for 
ought he knows to the contrary. Re- 
ſumptions are very common with this La- 
dy, and there's no depending upon her 
Favour; And therefore the Gerias ad- 
viſes People to be looſe and-indifferent 


with her, and neither be tranſported 2 
| e 
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ſhe gives, nor dejected when ſhe takes 
away. For ſhe never acts upon Reaſon, 
but throws out every thing at Peradven- 
ture. Therefore the Rule is never to be 
ſurpriz d at any of her Proceedings; Nor 
behave our ſelves like ſome unreaſonable 
Bankers, who when there's Mony lodg'd 
in their Hands, are pleas'd with receiving 
it, and look upon it as their own : But 
when 'tis drawn out again, they are as 
much out of humour, asif they had ſome 
real injury done them : Never remem- 
bring they are but Caſheers ; and that 
they were truſted with the Sum, upon 
condition of repaying it upon demand. 

Theſe things the a” + Spirit orders | 

» Wl People to obſerve , with reference to 
y Wl Fortune, whoſe Cuſtom it is to take away 

* what ſhe has beſtow'd, and ſoon after, to | 

reſtore thrice as much; And it may be | 

in a little time ſhe will curn ſhort again, | | 

it 
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carry off her laſt Bounty, and a great 
deal more into the bargain. Upon theſe 
Conſiderations, the Genius enjoyns them 
to receive what they can of her, and make 
off with it forthwith in queſt of a more | 
laſting Liberality : And where is this to | 

| 

| 

| 


be had? Learning, replies the Gentleman, 
will preſent them, provided they can 
get ſafe to her. Preſent them with 
what? With the Knowledge of what 

S 4 is 
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is really uſeful; and ſignificant; now this 
is a Favour that will ſtick by them, and 
there's no fear of its being recall'd; And 
therefore the Genius bids them preſs for- 
ward for this Advantage as faſt as the 

can: And when they come up to thoſe 
Women, which I told you were call'd 
Pleaſure and Intemperance, they are or- 
der'd to paſs on, without making the 
leaſt ſtop, or acquaintance, till they reach 
Pretended-Learning ; and here they are 
to ſtay ſome time till ſhe has furniſh'd 
them with Conveniences for their _ 
ney; And then to ſet forward to true Lear- 
ning or Philoſophy, with all Expedition. 
Theſe are the Directions of the Geniur, 
which whoſoever either neglects, or mi- 


ſtakes, is loſt and undone to all intents and 


purpoſes. Thus, Gentlemen, the Mytho- 
logy of the Picture is explain d to you. 
And if you have any thing to ask far- 
ther about the Argument, you are hear- 
tily welcome. Sir, ſaid I, ſince you give 
us this freedom, pray what is it the Ge- 
nius orders People to receive of Pretended 
Learning? Some things that may be of 
Service to them if they pleaſe. What are 
thoſe ? Letters, ſays he, and Scholarſhip, 
which being a handſome Amuſement, are 
as Plato obſerves, a ſort of Reſtraint up- 


on young People, and keep them ſome- 
times 
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times from flying out into Extrava- | 
gance. Is there then a Neceſſity of touch- | 
ing upon this Coaſt in order to the arri- | 
ving at true Learning? Not at all: They | 
are uſeful indeed in ſome Reſpects, but 
as to the Point of Probity, they ſignify 
little. Do you ſay then they fignify no- 
thing towards Virtue, and Moral Improve- 
ment? I ſay a Man may be good with- 
out them, and yet they are not altoge- 
ther Uſeleſs. To illuſtrate the Matter. 
Tho' we may underſtand a Foreigner well 
- enough by an Interpreter, yet it may not 
-- W be amiſs to learn the Language our ſelves. 
1. Thus you ſee we may go on without the 
„ Advantages of Education. What then 
i- WW don't Mathematicians and other Scholars, | | 
d Wl ſtand fairer for degrees in Honeſty, than 
- WH other People? Ican't ſee which way, ſays 
u. he, ſince they miſtake the Nature of 11 
r- WW Good and Evil, and are as much govern'd | 
r- WW by their Vices as the reſt of the World. | 
e For, to ſpeak freely, a Man may have 
e- Wl abundance of fine Notions in his Head, 
and run through all the Sciences as they 1 
of call them, and yet love Wine and Wo- 
re men, and Mony, a great deal too much. 
p. la ſhort, he may be admirably furniſh'd 
re this way, and yet be a Fop, a Knave, or a 
p- Wl Traitor, if he has not a care: I'm forry 
to ſay there are not a few Men of Letters 
lya- 
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lyable to this Imputation. And fince the 
Caſe ſtands thus, what Advantage have 
they in reference to Nirtue above others? 
Trifly not much, as you have repreſent- 


ed the Matter. But under favout what's 


the Reaſon then theſe Gentlemen ate 


lodg d in the Second Court, for by their 


Apartments they ſeem to be next Neigh- 


bours to true Knowledge ? And what of 


all that, ſays he > Don't you ſee ſeveral 

ſs immediately from Debanchery to true 
— , from the firſt Court, to the 
third, without making a Viſit to theſe 


| Gentlemen of Education? And in what, 
then, does their Privilege conſiſt? In 


earneſt, I think they are either more lazy 


or more untoward than the reſt, in Learn- 


ing the Leſſen they ſhould do. How fo, 
ſaid I? Becauſe, ſays he, thoſe in the 
Second Conrt pretend to know more than 
they really do : Now their being thus 
conceited in their Ignorance, makes them 
more fluggiſh in their Advances to true 
Knowledge than otherwiſe they would be. 
Befides, don't you obſerve that Opinion, 
and Uncertainty are perpetually trudging 
to them out of the Firſt Court? So that 
in fine they are not a jot better than other 
Mortals, unleſs Repertance calls in at their 
Lodgings and they grow fully convinc'd 


that 'tis only Sham-Learning which they 


have 


/ 


rss the Theban. 267 
have been all this while amus d with; 
And that unlefs they mend their Man- 
ners, and their Company, tis impoſſible 
for chem not to A 0 And therefore 
Gentlemen, ſays he, I hope you remem- 
ber this Diſcourſe, comply with the Di- 
rections, and Practiſe them up to a Ha- 
bit; Indeed all other Buſineſs is but tri- 
fing to this But you muſt frequently 
recolle&t your Memory, and take Pains 
with your ſelves, otherwiſe what you 
have heard will do you no Service. We 
hall endeavour to take your Advice. But 
[ deſire you would explain your ſelf a 
little upon the Notion of Advantage, and 
bow che Common Liberalities of For- 
une can be ſaid not to be Good; ſuch as 
life, Health, Riches, Fame, Poſterity, 
Victory, G c. And how the contrary to 
theſe can be maintain'd not to be Evil? 
To affert this I muſt needs ſay, is all Rid- 
le and Paradox to me. To ſatisfy you, 

ays he, I ſhall ask you a few Queſtions, 
bind pray ſpeak your Mind freely in your 
inſwer. I ſhall do it. What do you 
think then in caſe a Man lives ill, is Life 
ny Advantage to him? No truly, faid 
tis rather a Diſadvantage. Very well, 
ys he, then bare living, without other 
onſiderations, is no Privilege: Tis a 
ood Thing to thoſe that live well, but 
a 
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time. That is Abſurdity enough, ſa 


both to Good and Bad People, it mu 


determine the Quality. Tis much lik 


the better for a skilful Hand. To put a 


à Misfortune to others. Under favon 
.do you affirm that Life is Advantage 
and Diſadvantage too ? I do. Pray, fai 
I, have a care of an Abſurdity; For 't 
impoſſible the ſame Thing ſhould be bot 
Good and Bad; At this rate it would b 
Profitable, and Prejudicial, and the Ob 
ject of Choice and Averſion, at the fan 


he, in all Conſcience : But pray, if livin 
III is a miſchief to him that's guilty on 
does it follow from hence, that Life pre 
ciſely taken has any harm in't? Indeec 
I can't ſay both theſe Caſes are tl 
ſame. Why then Life is no bad Bu 
neſs, if it were, thoſe who live wel 
would lie under the Misfortune, for the 
live no leſs than other People. Tru) 
you ſeem to argue reaſonably enough 
Therefore, ſays he, ſince Life is commo 


be Indifferent of it ſelf, and the Uſe mut 


Lancing and Burning, the Seaſon and th 
Application; makes the Diſtinction; 
a Man be well, it does him a Miſchie 
but an Ulcer, or an Impoſture, 1s muc 


other Queſtion to you, had you rather li 
ſcandalouſly, or Die bravely > I had ra: 


ther Die upon thoſe terms. You a 
(wal all 
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ſwer like a Man; From hence it follows 
that Death is no Evil, becauſe tis ſome- 
times more Eligible than Living. You 
are right. The ſame Reaſoning, conti- 
nues my Inſtructer, will hold with refe- 
rence. to Health and Diſeaſes; For the 
former is ſometimes a Misfortune to a 
Man, and as Circumſtances may happen, 
he had much better have been ſick in his 
Bed; I can't deny what you ſay. Let 
us go on then, ſays he, and examine the 
Caſe of Riches; And here a very little 
Reaſoning © will ſerve the Turn: For 
Matter of Fact when tis frequent and 
viſible, needs no Proof: Now, nothing 
is more common than to ſee Wealthy 
People live Scandalouſly and Miſerably. 
Ay, that's but too true. Then Riches 
does them no ſervice" in order to Virtue, 
and Happineſs. It ſeems ſo, otherwiſe 
they would manage better. Well then, 
1 tis Precept, and Principles, not an Eſtate, 
WE which makes Men good for ſomething. 
Indeed I think ſo. Which way then, 
lays he, can Wealth be a real Advantage, 
if it can't improve the Owners, nor con- i 
tribute to the making them better Men? | 
| can't tell. By your Conceſſion, an Eſtate 1 
muſt be a Diſadvantage to thoſe who | 
know not how to uſe it. Yes, without 
all doubt. How then can that be abſo- 
lutely 
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lately a good Thing, when a Man is 
ſometimes the better for being withou 
it. From hence it follows that # Perſon 
that has Honeſty and Diſeretion to hi 


Fortune, may make ſomething ont; But ! 


unleſs he is thus qualified, he is only fur- 
niſh'd with Edge- Tools to cut his Fin- 
gers. To; conclude, the overrating theſe 
Things is that which diſorders Humane 
Life, and ruins the World; For when 
People fancy they can't be happy with- 
out ſuch Circumſtances, they'l boggle at 
no Wickedneſs to come at them; And: 
all this Miſchief is occaſion'd, for want 
of a right Notion of what is really Good. 
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